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President's Report 

I sincerely hope aU our Friends had a vvonderful 
holiday season and were not affected by the heavy 
rain and flooding that took place in early Decem
ber. 

The coming year should be a busy one for the 
Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum. With 
the expected upgrade to the Museum facility, the 
Friends stand ready to support the· Museum staff 
in any way possible. We recogriize the out
standing job the Fort Lewis Tvlilitary Museum 
does in preserving and promoting our rich mili
tary heritage and observe, on a daily basis, how 
the Museum plays a significant role in promoting 
Army heritage to the military and civilian com
munities. 

As always, I thank all of our Friends and par
ticularly Our volunteers, for all the wonderful 
work they do on behalf of the Museum, Fort 
Lewis, and the United States Army. If anyone 
knows of someone who would like to donate some 
volunteers hours to the operation of the Cannon 
Shop, please contact Mrs. Ma rion Ball (253-582
0893). 
Our next Quarterly General Membership Meet

ing will be held at Patriot's Landing on Sunday, 
27 January. Our speaker will be Captain Clint 
Saner, U.S. Army Reserve. He is a "Wounded 
Warrior" who will speak on his experiences of be
ing a Soldier fighting in the current War on Ter
ronsm. This promises to be an important pro
gram for all our Friends to attend. 

Once again, I would Wee to wish all our Museum 
Friends a great new year and I hope many of you 
will start the new year off in fine fa shion by a t
tending the next General Membership Meeting on 
27 January' 

Ian Larson 

Ct,H'atOr's Report 

New Year's Greetings to all our Museum Friends! 
I would like to start this new year by thanking all of you 
for your kind support. The Muse um simply could not 
operate in the Dlanner it does without the fabulous sup
port of the patriotic, dedicated, and generous Friends of 
the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

This issue of the Banner focuses on the Ninetieth jI"nni
versary of the establishment of I Corps in January 1918. 
Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Donald A. Simpson h as gra
ciously written a fine article that summarizes the role of 
I Corps in the "Great War." Don has become a frequent 
contributor to the Banner and I hope aU of you enjoy his 
excellen t articles that highlight our great military heri 
tage. In addition, Don is the treasurer of the Friends and 
is a lso a dedicated Cannon Shop Volunteer. With 
Friends like Don, and OUT other volunteel's, the Fort 
Lewis Museum is able to l'each the military and civilian 
communities to promote our great Al'my heritage, 

Alan Archambault 
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Membership 
Renew your membership now to continue receiv
ing benefits. 
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(Please make checks payable to The Friends and send to 
Fort Lewis Military Museum , P.O. Box 33100 J, Fort 
Lewis, WA 98433-1001). 



I CORPS TURNS NINETY 

By Don Simpson 

On 20 January 1918, I US Army Corps was acti
vated at Neufchateau, France under the command of 
Major General Hunter Liggett. The Corps was 
formed to command and control all American units 
in France under the commander of the American 
Expeditionary Force, General John J. Pershing. 

When organized, American forces had been in 
France since July 1917 and were continuing to arrive 
as they were organized, trained and deployed from 
the United States. In January 1918, the primary 
mission of these units was to train and very few had 
entered the trench lines or had enga·ged in combat. I 
Corps supervised that training. 

The commander, MG Hunter Liggett, graduated 
from the Military Academy at West Point in 1879. 
He served during the Indian campaigns and in the 
Philippines during the Spanish-American War. In 
August 1917, he assumed command of the 41st Divi
sion at Camp Fremont, California and deployed with 
that unit to France in late 1917. The 41st was made 
up of National Guard units from the Pacific North
west. 

General Pershing's des:ire was to have American 

units deployed to combat under American com
mand. Both the British and French wanted our 
units employed piecemeal to plug gaps in the 
trench line and to add additional punch to the:ir 
offensive operations. Formation of I Corps and 
the subsequent formation of five additional 
Corps, First and Second US Army and First US 
Army Group was the result of this des:ire to em
ploy Americans under American command. 
However, throughout the last year of the war, 
American units continued to serve under both 
British and French command. 

The Corps was initially organized with four 
line divisions, the 1st, , and 42nd; and a2 nd 26th 

base and training division, the 41st. This organi
zation was later discarded. Combat support and 
combat service support units such as artillery, 
engineers, transportation, quartermaster, medi
cal and aviation were assigned to the Corps. 
Line divisions were attached based on the mis
sion and situation. During the remainder of the 
war, the Corps commanded anywhere from one 
to five line divisions. 

~ _ _ I· 

Headquarters Staff of I Corps in France, 1918 



The main fighting unit of the Corps was the Divi
sion. American divisions were big, 28,000 men, and or
ganized with two infantry brigades of two regiments 
each and an artillery brigade. By comparison, British 
division strength was 15,000; French and German divi
sions, 12,000. 

On 4 July 1918, the Corps assumed tactical command 
of the French 167th and the US 2nd Divisions that were 
manning a seven kilometer sector of trench line at the 
apex of the Marne salient from Torcy to Vaux, France. 
The Corps was operating as part of the French Sixth 
Army. On 10 July, the 26th Division replaced the 2nd in 
the five mile sector from Belleau to Vaux. 

On 15 July, the Germans attacked within the salient. 
Effective artillery and counter-battery fire disrupted the 
offensive and Corps units were only lightly engaged. On 
18 July, the Allies counterattacked in what was known 
as the Aisne-Marne Offensive. The Corps axis of advance 
was east and then northeast. On 25 July, the 42nd Divi
sion replaced the 26th . The following day the French 
167th Division was squeezed out and the Corps continued 
to attack with just one division. By 27 July, the Corps 
had advanced 15 kilometers. 

The advance continued until 2 August when the Ger
man line collapsed. From 28 July to 2 August, the 42nd 
Division advanced an additional eight kilometers that 
included crossing the Ourcq River. 

On 3 August, the 4th Division replaced the 42nd 
and continued the attack. By 6 August, the Corps 
had crossed the Vesle River and taken up positions 
around the town of Bazoches. On 12 August, the 4th 
Division was relieved by the 77th Division. On 13 Au
gust, the Corps was withdrawn after thirty-nine 
days in the line; having advanced 33 kilometers and 
capturing 674 prisoners. 

On 21 August, the Corps assumed command of a 
seventeen mile sector near Saizerais that was 
manned by the 90th and 82nd Divisions. On 30 Au
gust the Corps became part of the First American 
Army. 

On 12 September, the Corps attacked as part of 
First US Army in what was known as the St. Mihiel 
Offensive. This was the first operation where Ameri
can units operated exclusively under American com
mand. General Pershing had the dual responsibility 
of commanding First US Army and the American 
Expeditionary Force. 

The mission was to reduce the St. Mihiel salient 
held by the Germans. I Corps was positioned on the 
east flank and attacked with four divisions; the 2nd, 
5 th 90 th, and 82nd. By the end of 13 September, all 
Corps objectives had been taken; the salient had 
been reduced and 4,985 prisoners captured. 



Officers of the Lost Battalion read the German demand of surrender in a painting by Frank Schoonover 

On 21 September, the Corps moved west to the Ar
gonne Forest and assumed control of ten kilometers of 
trench line from Harazee to Vauqois. Line divisions at
tached were the 77 th , 28 th and 35th . This was a complex 
sixty mile move for American units from the St. Mihiel 
area to the Meuse-Argonne. LTC George C. Marshall, 
the First US Army Operations Officer, and later Army 
Chief of Staff during World War II, planned and coordi
nated this difficult troop movement. It placed I Corps 
with III and V Corps in position for the upcoming 

. Muese-Argonne Offensive. 
On 26 September, First US Army attacked north

ward with three Corps abreast in the last offensive of the 
war. I Corps attacked through and along the eastern 
border of the Argonne Forest. The initial advance was 
six to nine kilometers. Resistance, then, stiffened and 
progress slowed over the next five weeks. It was during 
this period that the reserve brigade from the 82nd Divi
sion was committed. On 8 October, Corporal Alvin C. 
York of the Division's 328th Infantry Regiment captured 
132 German soldiers near Chatel-Cherey. Corporal York 
was awarded the Medal of Honor for this action. He was 
one of four I Corps soldiers to receive the Medal of Honor 
for this offensive. 

Three Medals of Honor were awarded to soldiers in
volved in the same action. The 1st Battalion, 308th Infan

77thtry Regiment, Division, afterwards known as the 
"Lost Battalion", was attacking through the Argonne 

Forest against light resistance when they became 
separated and cutoff from adjacent units. For five 
days the battalion fought courageously against 
continual German counter attacks until finally 
reached by other 77th Division units . Of the 670 
men who began the ?ttack, only 191 were able to 
walk out. Medals of Honor were awarded to Major 
Charles Whittlesey, the battalion commander, 
Captain George McMurty, acting commander of 2nd 
Battalion, 308th Infantry, which was in support 
and Captain Nelson Holderman, commander of the 
308th 's Company K, the unit that fmally broke 
through to the beleaguered 1st Battalion. 

2ndOn 12 October, US Army and First US 
Army Group were activated. Major General Lig
gett was promoted to temporary Lieutenant Gen
eral and replaced General Pershing as commander, 
First US Army. General Pershing became the 
Army Group commander and Major General Jo
seph. T. Dickman assumed command of I Corps. 

Finally, on 1 November, after weeks of slow go
ing, the German line cracked. I Corps continued to 
make rapid progress and by 8 November was lo
cated along the Meuse River south of the city of 
Sedan. On 9 November, I Corps was withdrawn 
from the line and on the 11th hour, of 11 November 
an armistice went into effect ending the fighting. 
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By 11 November 1918, forty-two American divi
sions had arrived in France. Twenty-nine of those 
divisions had entered combat; many under the com
mand of I Corps. 2,000,000 men were in the Ameri
can Expeditionary Force. Another thirty-eight divi
sions had been organized and were training in the 
United States in preparation for deployment. The 
US Army manpower strength on 11 November 1918 
was 4,000,000. 

With the armistice, I Corps reverted to a training 
status. On 12 November, Major General William M. 
Wright replaced MG Dickman as Corps Commander. 
MG Dickman was promoted to LTG and given com
mand of the newly formed Third US Army. 

I Corps was inactivated at Tonnerre, France on 
25 March 1919. The Corps reactiv,ated and served 
courageously during World War II and the Korean 
War; remained in Korea until 1971; reactivated at 
Fort Lewis in 1981 and continues the proud tradition 
that began ninety years ago on the battlefields of 
France in World War L 

Note: The History of I Corps will be continued in fu
ture issues of the Banner. 
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"Graue Responsibilities" 

This cartoon by Captain Alban B. Butler, Jr depicts the pressure felt by many American 

Soldiers as they entered the trenches with the eyes of their allies and enemies on them. 




FRIENDS OF THE FORT LEWIS MILITARY MUSEUM 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


SUNDAY, 27 JANUARY 2008 


P lace: Patriots Landing 

Time: 1115~· 1200 Social Hour 


1200- 1300 Brunell 

1300 - 1345 Progr a nl 


PROGRAM: The Friends are honored to have Captain Clint Saner, US. Army Reserve, as our first guest 
speaker of 2008. Captain Saner is a "Wounded Warrior" who will share his experiences in the Global War 
on Terrorism. This includes his mobilization, deployment, wounding, evacuation, and recovery as well as 
family and community support for .()Ul' wounded Soldiers. Please join us for this important program and 
show your support for our Soldiers and the Museum. 

Please return YOUT reservation form and check by Friday, 25 January 2008. Last minute 
reservations may be made by calling COL (Ret) Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson, 6615 79th Street W. 

Lakewood , WA 98499. Make checks payable to "The Friends." 


Cost of Brunch for members and Guests: $16.00 each. 


Number of Reservations: ______ Total Amount Enclosed: ________ 

Name of Member: _ _ __________ Telephone Number: _ _________ 

NamesofGuests: _ ______ ____________ _______ ____ 

Residents of Patriot's Landing do not need to make payn1ent for 
the meal but should make reservations for seating . 

Please note that if you are not a Life Member your 2008 dues are now due. 



I CORP S I Corps Song 

'l'{Ior!c{ '1'1/11' r 
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'c - , 'Korean 'flk,. 
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<Terrorism 

in COlf/tilellloration ofI CO lpS ' 90 'l'C'ar:s ofSeriJlce 

Help Us Defend Our 

Military Heritage


Please Continue to be a 

Friend of the Fort Lewis 


Military Museum 


If you are not a life member. 2.008 Dues are 
due this month. 

'We are the SoUiers ofAmerica 's Corps. 
1;j)e're here to serve anri f?.§ep our country free. 

Lik§ 6rave patriots who've gone 6efore 
'We willpress on to victory! 

'When ca[feri to tfie 6attrefie[d, 
Vp on die front you '[[ hear the roar. 

:No neea to fear the 6est is here, 
%e SoUiers offirst Corps! 

'l!Vritten 6y SqTPatricf( W. 1J(06inson 

Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum 
PO Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-100J 

A Vnit 'Mascot practices aiming an 'M·2 J-{eavy (M.aclilnc qu n, 1938 


