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Unpoochly Perch- Somebody forgot to tell "Silver Baron" he's no bob cat and belongs at a lower altitude. The 
49th Infantry Scout Dog Platoon German Shepherd, pictured peering comfortably down at his master, SPC 

George A. Gonzales of San Francisco, can leap over seven feet to a perch like this. The canine platoon I:S attached 
to the 4th Division's 22nd Infantry Regl:ment. (1956 Army News Release) 
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President's Report 

Fort Lewis is blessed with a great Museum 
staffed by great people. I want to particularly 
highlight one group - the soldiers who are as
signed to the Museum as a special duty. These 
soldiers are recovering from injuries and re
stricted to light physical duties. The majority of 
those who have recently served are veterans of 
Iraq and Afghanistan. While recovering from 
these injuries, they greet visitors, assist with Mu
seum housekeeping, and provide other assistance 
to Alan Archambault and his staff. They provide 
the "face" of today's Army to the visiting public, 
and give an added touch of excellence to the Mu
seum. It is especially impressive to watch them 
interact with visitors, particularly young people 
and veterans. Sergeant Steven Barron from the 
2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry and Staff Sergeant 
Todd Keenan of B Company, 47 th Combat Support 
Hospital are the current soldiers in a long line of 
great young men and women, who have served 
the Museum well while waiting to return to nor-

o mal duty. Thank you Sergeants for your support 
to the Museum. 
The Friends are also blessed with loyal members . 
One of these, Mr. C. Joseph Arbogast, sent The 
Friends a generous monetary contribution. Mr. 
Arbogast lives in Orient, OH, and has supported 
The Friends for many years. Thank you, Mr. Ar
bogast, for your steadfast and loyal support. An
other loyal member, Mrs. Louise Fenili (widow of 
Brigadier General Vasco "Flip" Fenili, who served 
as president of The Friends for many years), re
cently celebrated her 90th birthday. Congratula
tions , Louise! 

As was mentioned in the last issue of The Banner, The 
Friends now have an Internet website. The website, 
ww w.fo l'tlew ismu seum. o m, provides information 
about The Friends, the Museum, and has a link to The 
Cannon Shop for on-line purchase of gifts, as well as 
links to other Fort Lewis websites. The on-line gift shop 
currently has Stryker-related items, but will soon fea
ture other items such as T-shirts, coffee mugs, caps, and 
other items of interest. Check it out! 

Our upcoming brunch meeting on 30 September will 
feature a special guest speaker. We will be honored to 
have with us Lieutenant General Charles H. Jacoby Jr. , 
Commanding General of I Corps and Fort Lewis. The 
meeting will be at Patriots Landing in DuPont. Please 
mark your calendars and plan to join us. 

I hope you are enjoying the summer. We hope to see 
you on 30 September for our brunch meeting. 

Curator's Report 

It is difficult to believe that another Summer visitor 
season is over. As usual, we have had thousands of visi
tors this Summer, including ROTC Cadets and their par
ents, Day Camp students and many out of state families 
on Summer vacation. We have had numerous compli
ments and donations from our visitors, who seem to ap
preciate our efforts. It has been a great Summer and I 
thank my staff, Special Duty Soldiers, and Volunteers 
for making it so successful. 

As some of you may know, our building, The Red 
Shield Inn, is long overdue for major renovations. Over 
the last year several major studies and inspections have 
been conducted in preparation for the planned renova
tions. Of course, much will depend on available funding . 
It is my sincere hope that the work will be accomplished 
in the coming year so that our historic home will con
tinue to be a symbol of heritage and pride for Fort Lewis 
and the United States Army', 

Membership 

Renew your membership now to continue receiv
ing benefits. 

ANNUAL FEES 

Individual ... ... .... .. .... ... . ... .. .$ 10 

Family .............. . ... .. . . .. .. ... . $ 15 

Sustoinint .. .. ................... ... $ 25 

Benefactor ................ ...... .... $ 50 


(Please make checks payable to The Friends and send to 
Fort Lewis Military Museum, P.O. Box 331001 , Fort 
Lewis, WA 98433-1001). 

www.fol'tlewismuseum


The AID8zing K·9s of Fort Lewis 

HIS S.ACI~lF'ICFl. 

It is often quoted that "dogs are man's best friend" and it is 
a historical fact that dogs have played an important role in 
the story of Fort Lewis, Washington. From its days as a new 
Army camp, to its status today as a "major power projection 
platform" for the Nation's defense, dogs have been a constant 
companion to our Soldiers . 

During World War I, the German, French, and Belgian ar
mies used thousands of dogs for messenger and ambulance 
service. In the Spring of 1918, the U.S. Army studied a pro
posal to equip each division of the American Expeditionary 
Force with 228 dogs to be used as sentries, messengers, pa
trols and special supply missions. However, the plan was not 
enacted by November 1918, when the armistice was signed, 
ending the war. 

This did not mean that dogs did not serve the American Sol
dier in the Great War. A 1917 edition of the Camp Lewis 
newspaper, Trench and Camp, carried an article entitled, 
Tales of Dogs Abound in Tacoma Army Camp. The article 
details how dogs followed many of the Soldiers to Camp 
Lewis from home towns and whistle stops along the raih'oad 
lines leading to the cantonment. There is no doubt that the 
dogs served the Doughboys well as friends and companions, 
giving them a touch of home and unconditional love. The 
1917 article ends with the statement: "All in all they were 
dogs whose lives were as different as a Hun and a Poliu, 
(German and French soldiers) yet in the weeks that they 
have been at the Tacoma camp they are changed and are now 
just ordinary "Soldier" dogs, and happy to be so." 

Boys, You Will Be Missed When You Are Gone. When the First World War ended, most of the Soldiers 
of the 13th Division, training at Camp Lewis, were de
mobilized and sent home. Many of the dogs that were 
serving as unit mascots were adopted and taken home 
by the discharged soldiers. Sadly, other dogs were simply 
abandoned. Camp Lewis remained a bustling place 
through the end of 1919 as troops that were serving on 
occupation duty in Europe returned home and were dis
charged. 

By 1921, Camp Lewis was close to being a ghost town 
and any dogs left behind were living on slim pickings. 
The citizens of Pierce County campaigned to either have 
a build up of troops at Camp Lewis or have their land 
returned to them. The Army saw the importance of re
taining the post and began to consolidate more troops at 
Camp Lewis. The headquarters of the Third Division 
was moved to Camp Lewis, and in 1927 the post was 
designated by Congress as "permanent" and re-named 
Fort Lewis. This made many canines happy as a number 
of the units that made up the Third Division had dogs as 
unit mascots. 

The cartoon to the left was publ£shed on January 31, 1919. It 
reflects the sentiments of not only the little dog left behind but 
also of the citizens of Pierce County who donated the land to 
build Camp Lewis. 

This illustration, published in 1918, depicts a boy 
who has donated his pet for service as an ambu

lance dog for the Red Cross. 



Beauty, a mascot with the 3rd Division, poses with the head
quarters communications section, circa 1940 

During the late 1930s, Fort Lewis saw a great build up 
of troops as the nation watched the conflicts in Europe 
and Asia. In 1940, the National Guard was mobilized 
and construction of new barracks began on North Fort 
Lewis. As was customary, many organizations arrived 
with unit mascots or adopted pets after arriving on Fort 
Lewis. Photographs indicate that dogs were the mascot 
of choice throughout the World War II era. 

Before the attack on Pearl Harbor, 50 sled dogs sta
tioned in Alaska, were the only dogs employed by the 
Army. However, in early 1942, the Dogs for Defense pro
gram was begun and by late 1942 the Quartermaster 
Corps was given the responsibiJity for procuring and 
training dogs for the Army. The War Dog Program soon 
became unofficially known as the "K-9 Corps." Over 
7,000 dogs were trained and used by the Al-my during 
World War II. They were used as sentries, scouts, sled 
and pack carriers, messengers, and mine detectors. By 
the end of the war, American dogs had earned their 
place alongside our Soldiers as decorated members of the 
Armed Forces. It should be noted that the Al-my trained 
an additional three thousand dogs which were used by 
the Coast Guard to patrol beaches and ports. 

The first official unit of canines to serve on Fort Lewis 
arrived in 1947 as members of the Second Infantry Divi
sion. The dogs of the 50th Scout Dog Platoon were im
mediate hits with the Soldiers and family members of 
Fort Lewis as well as the surrounding communities. Not 
only did the dogs train for combat but also put on shows 
and demonstrations throughout the Pacific Northwest. 
The platoon that came to Fort Lewis was comprised en
tirely of German Shepherds since experience in the war 
had proven that the breed was the best one for military 
service. 

Ironically, the 50th Scout Dog Platoon was inactivated 
prior to the Second Infantry Division's deployment to 
Korea in the Summer of 1950. Fortunately, the 26th In
fantry Scout Dog Platoon from Fort Riley, Kansas was 
sent to Korea and served heroically with the Second 
Division. The platoon participated in hundreds of com
bat patrol actions and was cited for its meritorious ser
vice. 

(Right) 

A Soldier trains with 

his dog. They are both 

members of the 50th 


Scout Dog Platoon sta

tioned at Fort Lewis in 


1947 

(Below) 
The 50th Scout Dog Pla

toon passes in review 
during a parade on Fort ," 
Lewis in 1947. The 50th ~ 

was one of three such 
units in the Army at the 

time. 



Soldiers and dogs of the 49th Infantry Scout Dog Platoon pass in review at Fort Lewis, circa 1956 

The next K9 unit to be stationed at Fort Lewis was 
the 49th Infantry Scout Dog Platoon. This unit was 
assigned to the 22nd Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry 
Division which arrived on Fort Lewis in early 1956. 
Like the 50th Scout Dog Platoon, the unit was ex
tremely popular and was the subject of a number of 
newspaper and magazine articles. In addition to 
training for combat, the Scout Dogs put on shows for 
the public and even assisted in looking for missing persons in 
the region. 

In addition to the 27 German shepherd dogs in the unit, the 
49th also had its own canine mascot named "Goldie." A 
newspaper article from 1956 stated that Goldie was, "a mix
ture of various types of spaniels and dachshund and is hardly 
bigger than one ear of the German shepherds in the platoon." 
Goldie can be seen marching with the unit in the photo at the 
top of this page. 

The Scout Dog program throughout the Army was im
pacted by a Department of Defense austerity program in the 
fall of 1957. As a result of cutbacks, the 44th, 48th and 49th 
Infantry Scout Dog Platoons were deactivated on 1 Novem
ber 1957. The only K-9 unit left in the Army after the cut
backs was the 26th Infantry Scout Dog Platoon at Fort Ben
ning, Georgia. The 26th was to serve as a training unit for 
future dog handlers. 

An appreciative audience watches as Sergeant George Gonza
les PlltS "Rocky" through his routine. TIw Infantry Scout Dogs A Soldier with the 49th Infantry Scout Dog Platoon and his 

were a hit with both military and civilian audiences in the faithful dog at Fort Lewis 
Fort Lewis area 



Soldiers of the 4th Infantry Division pose with a Scout Dog 
at the Yakima Firing Center, circa 1957 

The Vietnam War saw the use, once again, of Scout Dogs. 
The canines proved their worth during hundreds of patrols 
and ambushes. Their Wlcanny ability to sniff out the enemy 
positions were invaluable in the jungles of Southeast Asia. 
Sentry Dogs were also used extensively by Military Police 
and Security units in Vietnam and other countries. 

During the period since the Vietnam War, the Military Po
lice on Fort Lewis have used working dogs trained for law 
enforcement, security and drug detection purposes. Not only 
do the well-trained dogs of Fort Lewiscontinue the tradition 
of proud service to our nation, but as in years past, they also 
serve as good will ambassadors, putting on demonstrations 
for area schoolchildren and other appropriate groups. 

;:: .: 

Military Police dog and trainer, circa 1976 

i M\LlTAR~ POLICE 

Military Police dog and handler, Fort Lewis, 1990s 
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Have a Cigar? - Marx Brother Groucho might swear 
off movies and TV forever if he could see how his looks 
are going to the dogs. Or maybe it was just a too
shaggy stOlY that put this Fort Lewis pooch in the dog
house. Anyway, "George," a 4 1/2 year old member of 
the 49th Infantry SCOttt Dog Platoon, comes about as 
close to mirroring the famed comedian a$ a canine 
would ever want to. (1956 Army News Release) 
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FRIENDS OF THE FORT LEWIS MILITARY MUSEUM 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


SUNDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER 2007 


Place: Patriots Landing 

Time: 1115 - 1200 Social Hour 


1200 - 1300 Brunch 

1300 ~ 1345 Program 


PROGRAM: The Friends are happy to have Lieutenant General Charles H. Jacoby, Jr. , Commander of! 
Corps and Fort Lewis, as our guest speaker. Lieutenant General Jacoby comes to I Corps and Fort Lewis 
from his previous assignment as the Commander of U.S. Army Alaska, headquartered at Fort Richardson, 
Alaska. He was commissioned a second lieutenant upon graduation from the United States Military Acad
emy in 1978. His military education includes the Infantry Basic and Advanced courses, the Command and 
General Staff College, the School of Advanced Military Studies, and the National War College. He holds a 
master's degree in History from the University of Michigan. His command experience includes Com
mander, A Company, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 325th Infantry, 82d Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina and OPERATION URGENT FURY, Grenada; Commander, 1st Battalion, 504th Parachute Infan
try Regiment, 82d Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Commander, JOINT TASK FORCE 
BRAVO, United States Southern Command, Honduras; and Commander, United States Army Alaska. 

Lieutenant General Jacoby's awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal, Defense 
Superior Service Medal (with two Oak Leaf Clusters), Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal (with Oak Leaf 
Cluster), Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (with Five Oak Leaf Clusters), 
Joint Service Commendation Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), Army Commendation Medal (with Four Oak 
Leaf Clusters), Army Achievement Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), Combat Infantryman Badge (with Star), 
Expert Infantryman Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, Ranger Tab, and the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Identification Badge. 

Please return your reservation form and check by Friday, 28 September. Last minute 
reservations may be made by calling COL (Ret) Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson, 6615 79th Street W. 

Lakewood, WA 98499. Make checks payable to "The Friends." 


Cost of Brunch for members and Guests: $16.00 each. 


Number of Reservations: ______ Total Amount Enclosed: ________ 


Name of Member: _ ____________ Telephone Number: _ _____ 


NamesofGuests: ___ ________________________ 


Please note that if you are not a Life Member your 2007 dues ale now due. 



NEW CANNON SHOP 

ITEMS 


If you have not visited the 
Cannon Shop recently, now is 
a good time to do so. 

Weare well stocked with a 
number of ne,\' items and ex
citing merchandise. Among 
the new items are newly de
signed T-shirts featuring the 
Fort Lewis lVlain Gate. Other 
new items include caps. 
flasks , and magnets with new 
military motifs. 

The Styker Brigades are 
well represented with scale 
models in both wood and 
resin and other commemora
tive items that reflect our 
pride in the great Soldiers of 
Fort Lewis. Remember. all 
profits from the Cannon Shop 
go to improve our Museum l 

Cannon Shop Hours: 
Wednesday-Sunday 

12-4 pm. 

The Main Gate of Fort Lewis, known as "Liberty Gate," was erected in 1917 by the worhers 
who built Camp Lewis. The worhers donated the materials and labor to build a replica of 
a frontier blochhouse, symbolizing the Army's historic role in the protection of the region. 

Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum 
PO Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

Sergeant Eric Radecki, a museum volunteer, gives a presenta
tion to noncommissioned officers, dressed in replica World IVor 
If uniform. Museum programs like this instill a sense a/heritage 

to the Soldiers a/today. 


