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Fort Lewis Ski Troopers, 1941 


Four Ski Troopers on snowshoes practice bringing out a wounded comrade. 

i " ~:":.. t~ · , 
. ~'" ;~. ' . '{ 

.~ '.1:, . . 
' . ( ~J. 

. :- '. ' 

tv .x:=:r 
If~' or - ..... 

~ , 

~ ' ~" . : . o<- . ~, ;" " 
. . ~, ... .. 

~ . U'",. 

These photographs of the Third Infantry Division Ski Patrol training on 
Mount Rainier were taken in early 1941. An article on the Mountain 
infantry begins on page 3. 



Curator's ReportThe Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Board of Directors 


COL (Ret) Ian Larson ... .... ........ .... ... ... ......................... ...... President 
 I t is difficul t to believe tha t a new year is already 
LTC (Ret ) Thomas Morgan....... ...... ....... ...... .... . . .... Vice President here, but we are pleased to report that 2007 promises
COL (Ret) Isabelle Swartz ........ .......... ........ ..... ...... ..... .... .... Secreta ry 


to be an exciting one for the Fort Lewis MilitaryLTC (Ret ) Donald Simpson ........ .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ...... .. .. .. ...... . . Treasurer 

Mrs. Marion Ball .......................... .............. .. ...... .. .. .. ........... Member 
 Museum. A number of important projects are planned 
COL (Ret) Carroll Dickson ................ .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Member for both the facility and several of our outdoor exhibits. 
COL (Ret) Althonso Knight, Jr...... .. ..... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. . Member 


Over the last several years we have had contracts toCOL. (Ret) Paul Knoop ........................... .. .. .... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. . Member 

SFC (Ret) Joseph Koczur .................... .. ...... ... .. ...... .. .. .. .. ....... Member 
 refurbish our historic vehicles, which are displayed 
COL (USAR, Ret) Patrick Powers ............................ ...... ...... Member out~oors, and we hope to continue this project in the 
The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all mem commg year. 

ber s of The Friends of the Fort Lewis Museum. Ar ticles may be 
 In addition to much needed repairs to the museum's 
submitted to the Editor or left with the Curator of the Fort Lewis 

historic building, we hope to establish some exhibitsMu se um. The Friends assume no responsibility for unsolicited 

manuscripts or other materials submitted for publica tion. 
 and programs aimed at our younger visitor's as well as 
Editor .. ........ ............................ .. .. ...... .. ..................Alan Archambault adults. Presently, we are working with several military 

units and re-enactor groups to schedule special inter
President's Report active ~rograms and exhibits during the coming year. 

Durmg the past year , as in previous years, we 

This past year was another excellent one for the assisted a number of military units, area schools, and 
Museum, and we look forward to the opportunities for civic organizations with historic programs and displays. 
providing continued support to the Museum in 2007. I Among these projects were the Greenwood Elementary 
know that each of you appreciates the excellence of the School Veteran 's Day program, the Ranger Ball, the 
facility, the fantastic work done by curator Alan Noncommissioned Officer Academy, and the Military 
Archambault and his staff, and the significant function ?rder of th.e W~rld Wars. The assistance we rendered 
that the Museum performs in helping to preserve the mclude~ histoncal research, reproduction uniforms 
history of Fort Lewis and the Army in the Northwest. and eqUIpment, graphics, and displays. 

The Friends were recently honored by LTG James This issue of The Banner features a fine article by 
Dubik for our support of Fort Lewis families soldiers Lieutenant Colonel, retired, Don Simpson on the 
and community mernbers in 2OOB. A copy of-th-e-certifi~--U.l1it~!;LSJ~te_s Army Moqntain Infantry. The Mountain 
cate is reproduced on page 8 in this issue of The Soldiers who trained at Fort Lewis played a major role 
Banner. in the development of cold weather tactics, equipment, 

I would also like to announce that Friends Life and s~rviv~l techniques that revolutionized military 
Member Christopher Navarre has been named a operatIOns m cold and mountainous regions. 
"Chevalier" by the government of France and will As editor of The Banner, I would like to remind our 
receive the Legion of Honor. At the presen t time, ~eaders that if ~omeone has an article, photograph, or 
details are pending regarding the date and location of Idea to share WIth our members, please contact me at 
this wonderful and well-deserved honor. the Museum. We are always looking for interesting and 

Our first brunch mee ting of 2007 will feature a informative material related to the history ofFort Lewis. 
program by Mr . John Welsh portray ing French As.alwa~~, thank you to all the Friends of the Fort 
General Comte de Rochambeau. As many of you may LeWlS Mliltary Museum for your kind support and 
remember, Rochambeau and his French troops played hard work. 

Alan Archambaulta major role in General George Washington's defeat of 
the British Army at Yorktown. Mr. Welsh is a retired Membership
lawyer living in Olympia and has portrayed General 
Rochambeau at a number of commemorative activities R enew your membership now to continue receiving 
in Europe and on the East Coast of the United States. benefits.
Please join us at the Fort Lewis Cascade Club on 28 
January for a delicious brunch and a very informative ANNUAL FEES
and exciting presentation! Indiuidual ................... $ 10


We wish a very "Happy New Year" to each of you Family ...................... .. $ 15

and your loved ones as we begin 2007, and thank you Sustainint.......... .. ........ $ 25 

once again for your support to the Museum and The Benefactor .................. .. $ 50

Friends. Life ......................... ...... $100 


Ian Larson 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends and send 
to Fort Lewis Military Museum, P.O. Box 331001, Fort * * * * Lewis, WA 98433-1001 .) 
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Mountain Infantry 

by Don Simpson 

On 15 November 
1941, twenty
two days before 

Pearl Harbor was 
bombed, the first unit 
of what was to become 
the 101lJ Mountain Di
vision was activated 
at Fort Lewis, Wash
ington. The forma
tion of the pL Battal
ion (Reinforced), 87th 

Mountain Infantry 
Regiment under the 
command of LTC 
Onslow S. Rolfe, was 
the result of a two 
year effort by the 
Department of War 
and civilian ski and 
mountaineering agen
cies to provide the 
Army with the ability 
to fight in mountain
ous and cold weather 
environments. 

Skiing was a fast 
growing sport in the 
United States before 
World War II. Ski 
resorts in the north
ern tier of the coun
try attracted over 
two million skiers 
annually by the late 
1930s. Mountaineer
ing was also becom
ing a popular activity, 
although involving 
fewer people than 
skiing. 

A military force 
capable of fighting 
in mountains and 
cold weather required 
the skills and equip
ment of both skiers and mountaineers. Training would 
be critical to transform average young Americans from 
all parts of the country and all walks of life into 
capable, self-reliant winter warriors. Expert skiers and 
mountaineers from civilian life would become the 
instructors for the future Mountain Infantry force. 

The head of the National Ski Patrol System, Charles 
Minot "Minnie" Dole, was an early advocate for ski 

troops. He studied the war in Europe with great 
interest; particularly the effective use of ski forces by 
the Finnish Army against the Russians in 1939-40. 
Finns operating on skis and, wearing all white 
uniforms, conducted ambushes and hit and run raids 
against the more ponderous Russian forces. A young 
American military observer with the Finish Army 
named David Bradley forwarded a detailed report of his 
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Mountain trooper shows how to lean out from a rock 
face, giving freedom ofmovement for arms and legs. 

observations to Dole who, in turn, sent it to Army Chief 
of Staff George C. Marshall with a recommendation that 
the Army form a division of ski soldiers. 

The Army's task during this period was daunting. 
The senior leadership knew that U.S. entry into the 
war was on the horizon and all efforts were focused on 
modernizing and training conven
tional Army units . Attention to 
specialized units such as ski forces 
was secondary. However, in early 
1940, the Army began to look at the 
requiremen t for winter soldiers to 
defend the U.S. There was concern 
that an invader could take advantage 
of the mountains and winter envi
ronments of the northern U.S . 
and that we would need to have a 
force that could patrol and protect 
those areas. In November 1940, the 
War Department took the first step 
toward organizing the Moun tain 

5thInfantry by directing the 1"\ 3rd
, , 

6th, 41"t and 44th Divisions to form 
ski patrols. The captain of the US 
Olympic Ski Jumping Team, Rolf 
Monson, led the first patrol from 
the 26 th Infan try Regimen t, 1"t 
Division, at Plattsburg Barracks 
and Lake Placid, New York. 

No one in the Army was so naive 

tions to be able to defend the vast cold weather regions 
of the northern U.S., but we had to start somewhere. 
The 3rd Division at Fort Lewis formed an eighteen man 
patrol in the 15th Infantry Regiment under the leader
ship of Lieutenant John B. Woodward, a noted skier 
and mountaineer and formerly the captain of the 
University of Washington ski team. During the winter 
of 1940-41, this patrol trained at Longmire on Mount 
Rainier. To culminate their training, the patrol con
ducted a two week circumnavigation of the mountain; 
crossing glaciers, crevasses and avalanche country. 

The 41st Division, the Oregon-Washington National 
Guard unit, was federalized in October 1940 at Fort 
Lewis. The 41st formed a similar patrol that trained at 
a Civilian Conservation Corps camp at Ashford, 
Washington, near Mount Rainier. This patrol con
ducted a two week crossing of the Olympic Mountains 
from west to east along the Quinault and Dosewalips 
rivers, a distance of forty miles. 

Both these patrols evaluated equipment and training 
techniques. The Army Quartermaster General used the 
lessons learned to further develop reliable cold weather 
equipment . Up to this time, much of the ski and 
mountaineering equipment was made in Europe. The 
U.S. military needed to test these items and develop 
manufacturing specifications for production in this 
country. These initial ski patrols provided a solid 
foundation for training and equipping larger mountain 
forces. 

By the end of the winter of 1940-41, there were 
ample lessons learned to determine that a mountain 
division could be created in a country where skiing was 

as to expect these small organiza- Mules were an important part ofthe Mountain Infantry. 
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still in its infancy. Physically fit and athletic men with 
no prior skiing experience could be trained to be 
competent skiers in two months. 

In March, 1941, the military attache in Italy sent a 
report to the War Department on the Italian Army's 
debacle in Albania and Greece. The Italian Army had 
25,000 killed during that campaign, 10,000 of whom 
froze to death. These casualties were caused primarily 
because the soldiers were ill-trained and ill-equipped 
for winter and mountain warfare. This report provided 
added impetus for preparing American forces for 
winter operations. The report concluded: "One of the 
most important lessons learned is that an Army which 
may have to fight anywhere in the world must have an 
important part of its major units organized, trained, 
and equipped for fighting in the mountains and in 
winter. Such units cannot be improvised hurriedly 
from line divisions. They require long periods of 
hardening and experience, for which there is no 
substitute for time.» This report led to the War 
Department decision to activate the first Mountain 
Infantry unit. 

The pt of the 87th Mountain Infantry was cadred by 
soldiers from the patrols of the 3,d and 41't and 44th 
Divisions. Soldiers with previous ski and mountaineer
ing experience were transferred from other units 

Sergeant Walter Prager, former ski coach at Dart
mouth College, wears regulation ski pack with rifle. 
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Ski trooper Sergeant Prager puts on a white parka to 
blend with ice and snow. 

across the country. The National Ski Patrol and the 
American Alpine Club sent out a call for volunteers. 
"Minnie" Dole set up a recruiting office at Governor's 
Island, New York, to screen applications on behalf of 
the War Department. In a sixty day period, sufficient 
men were recruited to bring the force to 4,000 men. 
Because of Dole's critical role in envisioning, recruiting 
and later evaluating the Mountain Infantry, they 
became known as "Minnie's Ski Troops." 

On 8 December 1941, the day after Pearl Harbor was 
attacked, the first soldier assigned to the Mountain 
Infantry reported for duty. When he stated that he was 
joining the Mountain Infantry, he was promptly 
informed that he "was" the Mountain Infantry. Over 
the next two months, soldiers continued to report for 
duty and by February 1942 the battalion was ready to 
move to Mount Rainier for winter training. 

Mountain Infantry are light forces. At that time, 
artillery and logistics functions required mules to 
transport heavy loads in the difficult mountainous 
terrain. The assigned Artillery battalion employed the 
75 mm Pack Howitzer, a weapon that could be broken 
down into nine separate loads and carried by mule. A 
pack howitzer battalion required sixty-eight mules. 
Mules were an important part of the Mountain 
Infantry and were treated as such. At the entrance to 
the mule stables at Fort Lewis hung a sign that read 
"Through These Portals Pass the Most Beautiful 
Mules in the World." 



The mountain infantry's weapons and equipment are 
carried by mules. 

By May of 1942, all members of the battalion were 
accomplished skiers. They were also trained in the use 
of snow shoes. Physical conditioning was a big part of 
the training, as the soldier's load was progressively 
increased to levels envisioned for combat. 

By June 1942, the 2nd and 3 rd Battalions were 
activated to bring the unit to regimental strength. In 
July 1942, a detachment of five officers and forty men 
deployed to the Columbia Ice fields in the Canadian 
Rockies near Lake Louise to test the Army's recently 
developed snow vehicle, the Weasel. The Weasel was 
developed for the First Special Service Force, an elite 
American-Canadian unit organized for employment in 
the snow regions of Norway, Romania and Northern 
Italy. 

In November 1942, the 87 th deployed to Hunter
Liggett Military Reservation, located seventy miles 
south of Fort Ord, California, for maneuvers and 
further tests and evaluations. At the completion of this 
deployment on 23 December 1942, the regiment moved 
to the new Mountain Training Center at Camp Hale, 
Colorado, located at 9,500 feet in the Rockies ninety 
miles northwest of Camp Carson between Vail and 
Leadville. 

Camp Hale had been established in mid 1942 as the 
home for the Mountain Division and the Mountain 
Training Center. The 10th Light Division (Alpine) was 
activated on 15 July 1943. After a modification to the 
Table of Organization and Equipment (TOE), it was 
re-designated as the 10 th Mountain Division on 6 
November 1944. The three line regiments of the 
division were the 85th, 86th and 87th Mountain Infantry. 

In August 1943, the 87th Mountain Infantry partici
pated in the landings on Kiska Island in the Aleutians. 
In January, 1945, they deployed as part of the 10th 

Mountain Division to Northern Italy and participated 
in the campaign in the Northern Apennine Mountains 
until the end of the war in May 1945. 

After the war, many veterans of the 10th Mountain 
Division used their skills to open and operate ski 
resorts around the country and built ski recreation 
into a thriving industry. Thirty former members of the 
division are in the U.S. Ski Hall of Fame. The senator 
from Kansas and the Republican presidential nominee 
in 1996, Bob Dole, was a rifle platoon leader in the 10th 

and was gravely wounded on 14 April 1945. The former 
track coach at the University of Oregon and co-founder 
of Nike Corporation, Bill Bowerman, was the regimen
tal S-4 of the 86th Mountain Infantry. David Brower, 
the first executive director of the Sierra Club , com
manded the 3rd Battalion, 86 th Mountain Infantry at 
the end of the war. Many other well-known Americans 
served in the 10th Mountain Division. 

Today, the 87th Mountain Infantry continues to serve 
as part of the 10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum, 
New York. They have participated in combat in 
Afghanistan and Iraq and in peace keeping operations 
in Somalia, Haiti and Bosnia. This proud unit got its 
start at Fort Lewis and on the slopes of Mount Rainier 
sixty-five years ago and is an important part of the 
history of Fort Lewis. 

SOURCES 
Burton, Hal. The Ski Troops . New York: Simon and 
Schuster, 1971. 

Casewit, Curtis W. Mountain Troopers: The Story of 
the Tenth Mountain Division. New York: Thomas Y. 
Crowell Company, 1972. 

Jenkins, McKay. The Last Ridge: The Epic Story of the 
US Army's 1(Jh Mountain Division and the Assault on 
Hitler's Europe. New York: Random House, 2003. 

Shelton, Peter. Climb to Conquer. New York: Schribner, 
2003. 

Lieutenant Colonel Donald A. Simpson is a retired 
Infantry officer and presently serves as treasurer of the 
Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum. 
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FRIENDS OF THE FORT LEWIS 

MILITARY MUSEUM 


GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

SUN.DAY , JANUARY 28, 2007 


Place: Cascade COlllilmnity Club 
Time: 1 115 - ] 200 Social Hour 

] 200 - 1300 Brunch 
1300 - 1345 Program 

Program: 

The Friends are pJeased to announce that 
we will be addressed by Le General Comte 
de Rochambeau, Commander of the French 
Expeditionary F o rce sent to assist the 
American Revolutionaries in ] 780. General 
Rochambeau wjll be portrayed by Mr. John 
Welsh of Olympia, Washington. Mr. Welsh 
a retired attorney, has studied the life of 
Rochambeau and portrayed the general at 
several commemorative programs in Europe 
and the United States. 

Please join us for this unique program! 

Please return your reservation form and check by Friday, 26 January 2007. Last 
minute reservations may be made by calling COL (Ret) Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson, 6615 79th Street W. 

Lakewood, WA 98499. Make checks payable to "The Friends. " 


Cost of brunch for members and guests: $16.00 each. 


Number of Reservations: Total Amount Enclosed: 


Name of Member: Telephone Number: ___ _ _ 


Names of Guests: 


Please note that if "OU arc not a Life Member your 2007 dues are now due... . 
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4SFor excellent achievement in support ofFort Lewis families, So/diers, 

and communi~ymembers in 2006. YOllr volunteer members' hard work ~ 

1 Lewis communio/. 

the finest tJ"a( 


to folIow. 


G ivel1 thzs 23d day ofOctober 2006 

Lieutenant GeJJeral, USA 

Commanding GeneralS~ 
~~~I!- ~~~I!-

1~~ 

j 
~ 
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ofAppreciation 

Friends ofthe Fort Lewis Museum 

and selfless service gready improved the quaJio/ oflife for the Fort 
Your association's accomplishments are in keeping 

LZ ~~ 
JAMES M. DDBIK l1 

The Friends ofthe 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 


