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Army mother, Mrs. Grace Dorland, is honored during a Mother's Day ceremony at Fort Lewis on 10 May 1953. 
Mrs. Dorland's son, Clem Lemmon, served in the 3161

1< Engineers, 91'1 Division during World War 1. Private Lemmon 
survived the war and returned home to Washington State. The ribbon on the evergreen tree reads: "Honoring 
Mothers of the 91'1 Division. " 
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President's Report 

T he program at our last meeting in January fea

tured Dr. John Jewell, sculptor of the Sergeant John 
Ordway statue. What a fantastic presentation! We 
watched and listened with rapt attention as an artist, 
who loved what he is doing, allowed us to feel the 
passion for his work. Thank you Dr. Jewell! 

The Sergeant Ordway statue is due to be dedicated 
at the new memorial park, near the Fort Lewis Main 
Gate, in September 2006. The new statue will be a 
fitting complement to the statue of 1'Jeriwether Lewis, 
also sculpted by Dr. Jewell. As you know, the Friends 
have been major supporters of the fund raising efforts 
for both statues. We have supported the Ordway statue 
effort with the golf tournament that we held last fall, 
as well as with personal contributions from our members. 

At this point in the fiscal year 2006, the Museum, 
like most Army Museums, does not yet have an 
appropriation. The Friends have stepped in and have 
helped by purchasing supplies needed by the Museum 
to operate. This situation illustrates how important 
this organization is to the successful operation of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum. Please continue to support 
the Friends and the Museum to preserve our priceless 
military heritage. 

Museum curator, Alan Archambault, has prepared a 
booklet entitled, Soldiers of Early Washington. I have 
reviewed the draft copy and was impressed with Alan's 
usual thorough research that underlies his descriptions 
of the soldiers and events, and by his accurately 
detailed sketches that portray the uniforms of the 
times. Since the publication will be a welcome addition 
to the military history of Washington, the Friends plan 
to sponsor its publication and offer it for sale in our 
gift store, the Cannon Shop. All proceeds will go to the 
support of the Museum and its programs. 

Our next General membership Meeting and brunch 
will be held on 6 may 2006 at the Cascade Community 
Club at Fort Lewis (the former Officer's Club). We are 
planning a fine program and I hope all of our Museum 
Friends will plan to attend. 

Ian Larson 

T he next few months will no doubt be busy ones for 
the staff of the Fort Lewis Military Museum. We are in 
the process of redesigning our artifact storage area and 
have added a number of interesting items to our 
exhibit galleries. We are also preparing for our next 
re-certification inspection . These important inspections 
are conducted every five years by representatives from 
the U.S. Army Center of Military History. The inspec
tions ensure that all Army Mu seums meet the 
standards required by Army Regulation 870-20. We 
expect the inspection team to arrive sometime in the 
4th quarter of fiscal year 2006. 

As Colonel Larson mentioned in his report , the 
Museum has been without a budget since last Septem
ber. As a result, we have depended on the generosity of 
the Friends to provide some basic supplies that would 
normally be provided through our regular budget. We 
are hoping that the budget issue is resolved soon as all 
the Army Museums seem to be affected. 

This year marks the twentieth anniversary for our 
Museum newsletter, The Banner. This issue of The 
Banner features a fine article on the 1918 Influenza 
Epidemic by our vice president, Lieutenant Colonel 
Tom Morgan. As usual, Tom has done an outstanding 
job of researching this important and timely subject. I 
believe that the Friends provide a great service to the 
Fort Lewis community by publishing articles of this 
caliber tha t preserve the history of this great post. 

As always, I thank all our Museum Friends for their 
wonderful and unwavering support for the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum. 

Alan Archambault 
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Camp Lewis and the Great 1918 Influenza Epidenic 

By LTC (Ret) Thomas D. Morgan 

them to other men with different disease 
immunities and vulnerabilities. This 
was an explosive mixture from a medi
cal standpoint. Army Surgeon General 
William Gorgas, who had an interna
tional reputation for his work in 
conquering Yellow Fever, had great 
concern that an epidemic would sweep 
through those camps.3 

It was feared that the disease would 
undermine the troops' ability to fight, 
but it affected the Germans as well, 
and may have crippled General Eric 
von Ludendorffs last great offensive of 
the war. The 1918 influenza pandemic 
came in waves. The first wave in the 
spring killed a few, but the second 
wave in the fall was more lethal. The 
virus reached Puget Sound in Septem
ber 1918.4 
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Prologue: 
Camp Lewis was one of sixteen National Army Camps 

built during 1917 to prepare the American Expedition
ary Force (AEF) to fight the Germans in France during 
World War I. At 70,000 acres, it was the largest camp 
with nearly 50,000 men at its peak strength. It cost 
$8,809,800 to build; and it was the only camp built 
within the cost estimate and in only three months. It 
was constructed with minimum of labor or weather 
disruptions and with a great amount of fiscal and 
planning efficiency. A great deal of this was due to 
Captain, then Major David Stone, the Construction 
Quartermaster, who came back to Fort Lewis twenty 
years later as the post commander. That was a remark
able achievement, and Camp Lewis was ready for the 
attack of the so-called Spanish Influenza in 1918. 1 

Influenza Strikes 

T he 1918-19 influenza pandemic probably origi
nated in HaskeII County, Kansas. Someone 
from HaskeIl County carried the influenza virus 

to Camp Funston in February 1918. On 4 March 1918 
a private at Camp Funston reported ill with influenza 
at Sick Call. Within three weeks more than 1,100 
soldiers were sick. It was a bad omen bf things to come. 2 

In the spring of 1918 all Europe was at war and the 
US was finally in it. Large training camps in the 
States, such as Camp Lewis, were fuIl of eager troops. 
Huge cantonments, each holding roughly 50,000 troops, 
had been built in a matter of weeks. Hundreds of 
thousands of men were jammed into the camps in 
barracks designed for far less than their actual num
bers. These circumstances brought large numbers of 
men into intimate proximity and exposed 

In October of 1918, Camp Lewis authorities denied 
the presence of an influenza epidemic at the post, 
although there were reported cases. World War I was 
winding down and the newspapers were fuIl of the 
heroic exploits of American troops. In France the 
victorious American First Army was closing in on the 
Meuse River along the Argonne Forest front. In the 
Champagne region, American and French forces were 
making steady progress against determined German 
resistance near Rheims. The Tacoma News Tribune of 
5 October had a banner story with the headline "U.S. 
Bomber CLEANS UP German DUGOUT - Yankee 
Corporal, Single Handed, Captures Major and 26 
Mortified Huns, All Wearing Nice New Iron Crosses." 5 

However, while the Allies were on the move, so was 
the Great Influenza Epidemic of 1918 that killed 
almost as many soldiers as the Germans did. 6 In early 
October, Camp Lewis authorities reported an increase 
in influenza cases, but few deaths. Nothing the 
authorities said indicated an epidemic. Nevertheless, 
the West Coast was concerned and in Portland, 
Oregon, a movie theater had a sign posted that said if 
you sneezed an usher would grab your arm and say 
"This Way Out!" Other precautions included steps in 
Tacoma and Camp Lewis to close all recreation halls, 
theaters, and other places where soldiers gathered 
until further notice.? 

Local authorities urged citizens not to panic and to 
rely on such good health practices as following general 
sanitary rules, adequate ventilation, and using antisep
tic sprays in the nose and mouth. School authorities 
sent home all school children who coughed, sneezed or 
showed any symptoms of influenza while in classes. 
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Hospital Ward at Camp Lewis during flu epidemic of World War 1. 

By mid-October, Camp Lewis started to prepare for a 
"Flu" epidemic. The base hospital made ready 750 beds 
to care for possible influenza victims should the disease 
in camp assume the proportions of a general epidemic. 
Weekend passes for the troops were not cancelled yet, 
but soldiers were not allowed in Seattle by request of 
that city's health authorities. 

Meanwhile on the East Coast, the flu epidemic was 
growing. Philadelphia issued a call for volunteer grave 
diggers as people were dying so fast that the city could 
not bury them fast enough to satisfY health authori
ties. 8 However, at Camp Lewis medical officers still 
declared there was no great danger of an epidemic and 
cited a reduction of influenza cases on the post. But, by 
18 October, the situation had changed. The influenza 
situation had worsened in Tacoma and Camp Lewis 
was put under quarantine to keep the soldiers out of 
town. The main reason was that the camp commander 
did not want the soldiers bringing it back from visits to 
places off-post where sanitary conditions were not as 
good as on-post. Generally, Camp Lewis was still 
healthy and efforts were started to develop programs 
to entertain the troops on-post. Meanwhile, in Europe 
newspaper war bulletins heralded the victorious ad
vance of the Allies on all fronts against the Central 
Powers, but the flu epidemic was taking hold at home. 9 

Mothers braved the Army quarantine at Camp Lewis 
to be near their boys. Nearly one hundred mothers, 
who had come to help the nurses at the base hospital, 
were quartered in the YMCA Hostess House and 
Salvation Army rooms (our own Fort Lewis Museum). 
They came from all over the West Coast. It was 
reported that "a mother's care," particularly during 
the convalescent period when patients were subject to 
pneumonia, pulled the boys through a critical period. It 
was due to the dedicated efforts of all concerned that 
the influenza cases at Camp Lewis were held down 
during the critical month of October. The hospital 
admission rate began to decrease, although there were 
still some deaths. 10 The quarantine of Camp Lewis was 
working. And while the war effort in France was going 
well, no one really thought the war would be over by 
Christmas. Thus, Harrod's of London was advertising 
a new series of Christmas packages for the soldiers in 
France that were priced from $2.50 to $5.00, postage 
included. 11 

The fighting in World War I ended with the Armistice 
of November 11,1918. The worldwide flu epidemic was 
still raging, but things at Camp Lewis were looking up. 
On 18 November the post quarantine was lifted. 
Special trains were put on to take the exodus of troops 
that went on long deferred passes. The quarantine had 
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This base hospital building was typical of the one at Camp Lewis during the flu epidemic. 

lasted a month, but now theaters and entertainment 
facilities were open once again and the troops were 
itching to get moving again. Camp Lewis started 
planning for the great demobilization that followed the 
end of the war. On 18 November, discharges started 
for 4,000 men at the rate of 500 per day. Those dis
charged first were the volunteer enlistees. The drafted 
soldiers left last. Soldiers still on active duty were given 
an extra break. Reveille was one-half an hour later and 
afternoon drill was stopped one-half an hour earlier. 12 

One of the unsung heroes of the October 1918 
quarantine of Camp Lewis was singer Miss Linnie Love 
who died at Camp Lewis on 12 November at age 25, 
the day after the Armistice. She had come to Camp 
Lewis in October with her singing partner Miss Lorna 
Lea under the auspices of the YMCA to entertain the 
troops confined on the post. Linnie and her partner 
had just arrived when the quarantine was announced 
and they could have left immediately, but they chose to 
stay. Linnie and her partner sang under the stage 
name "Lovelee" and sang their hearts ou t for the 
troops. Near the end of the epidemic, the duo 
contracted influenza and Linnie Love diedY 

Linnie grew up in Portland. Her singing talents were 
obvious at an early age and by the age of nine she was 
singing on the stage. She traveled to New York City to 
study music and for several years she and Lorna Lea 
were members of a Metropolitan Opera Quartet. 
Linnie's tragic death aroused public sentiment, 

especially in New York where she had been a well
known performer. In 1928 Congressman Fiorello 
LaGuardia (himself a distinguished World War I 
veteran and later famous as "the little flower" when 
mayor of New York City) introduced a bill in Congress 
that provided $1,000 for a monument on the grave of 
Linnie Love in the Methodist Cemetery in Cornelius, 
Oregon. 14 

The influenza epidemic. of 1918-19 was one of the 
most serious epidemics of the Twentieth Century. It 
penetrated the arctic, climbed the roadless mountains 
in Kentucky, and penetrated the tropics. It likely killed 
50 million people world wide and possibly as many as 
100 million. Camp Lewis felt the effects of the disease, 
but only endured a small influenza epidemic that ran 
from August to mid-November 1918. The total number 
of influenza cases was 4,058. The epidemic reached its 
peak during October when 2,129 cases were admitted 
to the base hospital. The total number of fatalities was 
279, of which pneumonia was responsible for the 
majority of them. The death rate at Camp Lewis was 
considered low for the flu epidemic that recorded 
deaths from four to six hundred per month in the 
eastern military camps. Camp Lewis' success with the 
epidemic, according to the War Department Annual 
Reports, was attributed to a low rate of virulence in 
the camp, diagnoses made by a well-trained medical 
staff and the expert use of x-ray and post-mortem 
findings, the care exercised by sending cases to the 
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Isolation Ward where contagious cases were cared for during the epidemic. 

hospital early, and the ample facilities and excellent 8. "Die So Fast City Can't Bury Them," Tacoma 
cooperation provided by the camp authorities through News Tribune, 12 October 1918: 4. 
out the epidemic. 15 The low death rate is of little 
consolation to the loved ones of the dead, but Camp 9. "50 Per Ct Decrease in Camp Influenza," Tacoma 
Lewis authorities deserve credit for mitigating what News Tribune, 12 October 1918: 4; "Camp Lewis to 
could have been a very serious epidemic. 	 Be Put Under Quarantine Saturday Morning," 

Tacoma News Tribune, 18 October 1918: 1. 

Notes: 10. "Influenza Being Held Down at Camp Lewis," 
1. 	 Charles H. Bogart, "World War I National Army Tacoma News Tribune, 21 October 1918: 22; 

Cantonments," The Journal of America's Military "Mothers Brave Army Quarantine," Tacoma News 
Past, Vol XXVIX, Fall/Winter 2002, No.2, pp. 5-23; Tribune, 24 October 1918: 1. 
Erik B. Villard, "Camp Lewis, 1917-1919: Pro
gressivism, Patriotism, and the First World War" 11. "A Harrod's Christmas Package?" Tacoma News 
(Ph.D. Dissertation : University of Washington, Tribune, 21 October 1918: 22. 
1999), pp. 2, 10-23, 

12. 	"Camp Starts Work of Demobilization," Tacoma
2. 	 John M. Barry, The Great Influenza Epidemic: The News Tribune, 18 November 1918: 8. 

Epic Story of the Deadliest Plague in History (New 

York: Penguin Group, 2004), pp. 96, 98, 169. 
 13. 	Judith Quinlin Bunch, "South East Memories: Linnie 

Love 1893-1918," Good Neighbor News, September3. 	 Ibid., 169. 
2003. 

4. 	 Ibid., pp. 171,311. 
14. Ibid., H.R 13172 19 April 1928 (National Archives 

5. 	 The Tacoma News Tribune, 5 October 1918: 3. and Records Administration); "New York Girls 
Popular in Camp, Trench and Camp, 17 November6. 	 Edward M. Coffman, The War to End All Wars 
1918.(Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 


1986), p.84. 

15. Barry, pp. 362, 450; Villard, p. 38. 

7. 	 "This Way Out!" "If You Sneeze When in a 
Portland Movie," Tacoma News Tribune 5 October 
1918: 3. 
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