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Sergeant John Carroll, a soldier assigned to the Fort Lewis Museum in 2004, wears the uniform of an 
infantryman of Lewis and Clark's Corps of Discovery at Fort Clatsop in 1805. A modern day Newfoundland dog 
plays the role of Seaman, Captain Lewis' loyal canine companion. Sergeant Carroll is presently serving with the 
First Brigade, 25'h infantry Division in Iraq. The courage, dedication and selfless service of the American soldier 
remains unchanged for over two hundred years 
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President's Report 
N ovember of this year will mark the bicentennial of 

the arrival of the Lewis and Clark "Corps of Discovery" 
at the confluence of the Columbia River and the Pacific 
Ocean, eighteen months after leaving from St. Louis on 
the historic journey. Progress continues on the sculpt
ing of the larger than life statue of Captain Meriwether 
Lewis and his dog Seaman to honor the Army officer 
for whom the installation is named. The statue will be 
dedicated in an appropriate future ceremony. 

An important follow-on to the Lewis statue is a 
project to insure appropriate recognition of all the 
members of what was primarily a military operation. A 
statue of First Sergeant John Ordway, the expedition's 
senior non-commissioned officer, will honor the enlisted 
soldiers. (Incidentally, Sergeant Ordway was the only 
member of the Corps of Discovery to faithfully maintain 
his journal throughout the expedition .) At our last 
brunch meeting, Major General (Ret) John Hemphill 
informed us of the Ordway statue and encouraged our 
support through our individual contributions. I urge 
each of us as members to support this project. Contri
butions are tax deductible. Make a check to "The 
Friends" and annotate for "Sergeant Ordway Statue." 

Our Spring Membership Brunch will be on 5 June 
2005 at the Cascade Community Club (formerly the 
Officers' Club) on Fort Lewis. The Club, under new 
management, requested an opportunity to match 
quality of service and price we have been receiving 
from McChord Air Force Base. We will see how the 
brunch goes, and the Board will decide on future 
brunch locations. Please provide your feedback on the 
brunch to any of the Board members either at or after 
the brunch. 

Our guest speaker for the brunch will be the Vice 
President of the Friends, Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) 
Tom Morgan . His topic, appropriately, will be about 
the Normandy D-Day Invasion . Tom is an accomplished 
historian and has led several tours of the World War II 

European battlefields. He has written articles for many 
publications, including several excellen t articles for 
The Banner. His latest article on First Sergeant John 
Ordway appears in this issue. I am sure we will be 
treated to an interesting and timely presentation . We 
hope you can join us. 

Ian Larson 

Curator's Report 
S pring is here and once again the museum staff is 

preparing for a busy summer tourist season. Since our 
historic building is a landmark on Interstate 5, we 
benefit from summer vacation travelers who decide to 
visit . 

In spite of increased security, it is still relatively easy 
for visitors without a military sticker on their vehicles 
to stop at the Fort Lewis Visitor's Center at Exit 120 
and obtain a pass to visit the museum. Visitors must 
show their driver's license, automobile registration and 
insurance card in order to access post. The guards 
usually call the museum and we sponsor the visitor's to 
come to the museum. 

During the winter months the staff has updated 
several existing exhibits and created a new exhibit on 
the I Corps Task Force Olympia, which recently 
returned from service in Iraq. We are also working on 
a new exhibit to highlight the Reserve Officers Train
ing Corps (ROTC) activities at Fort Lewis. Over the 
years, thousands of young college students have earned 
their Army commissions through their exhaustive 
training at Fort Lewis. 

I hope all of our Museum Friends have the opportu
nity to visit your museum in the months ahead. 

Alan Archambault 

Rifleman, Corps ofDiscovery 1805 

2 



Sergeant John Ordway 

The Indispensable First Sergeant 


by Thomas D. Morgan 

O
n July 4,1803, the National Intelligencer news
paper ofWashington, DC reported that Emperor 
Napoleon Bonaparte of France had sold the 

Louisiana Territory to the United States of America. l 

The treaty arrived in Washington, D.C. on July 14, 
1803, and was ratified by the Senate on October 20. 
The House of Representatives authorized borrowing 
$15 million for the Louisiana Purchase the same day. 2 

Even before the acquisition, President Thomas Jefferson 
had long hoped to send an expedition to explore and 
map this western wilderness. The Louisiana Territory 
was still largely unknown and uncharted, and it 
seemed prudent for the United States to discover the 
size and nature of this new land. To accomplish such a 
task the country needed an expedition for Northwest 
discovery. 

To lead the expedition, Jefferson turned to the US 
Army. Although historians have discussed the value of 
the expedition in terms of Native Americans studies, 
zoological and botanical discoveries, the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition was primarily a military unit. It was 
the only organization that could equip and logistically 
support a disciplined team of trained individuals who 
were accustomed to enduring hardship, functioning in 
harsh climates, negotiating inhospitable terrain and 
persevering against poten tial danger. Two Army 
officers, Captains Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark, were given the assignment to lead a "Corps of 
Discovery." Popular stories about the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition too often omit or marginalize the essential 
military nature of the corps and its mission. Military 
organization, discipline and esprit de corps, however, 
added effectiveness to exploring in the wilderness and 
help explain the success of the Lewis and Clark 
venture. 3 

News of the expedition soon spread and many young 
frontiersmen were eager to join up. Captains Lewis 
and Clark recruited members as they made their way 
to St. Louis. Soldiers of the regular Army were first 
selected from volunteers at military posts along the 
Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. The captains then 
recruited willing frontiersmen, hunters, interpreters, 
and enlisted them into the US Volunteers, and engaged 
a select few civilians for employment under contract to 
the War Department. 

Secretary of War Dearborn had initially authorized 
twelve enlisted men and one civilian interpreter for the 
expedition. Before it was over, more than fifty 
individuals were associated with the expedition through 
its 1803 initial stages of travel from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, to the 1804-1805 winter encampment at 

Fort Mandan, North Dakota. Only thirty-three, twenty
nine of whom were soldiers traveled from Fort Mandan 
to Fort Clatsop, Oregon and back as members of the 
"permanent party." 

To maintain good order and discipline, Captains 
Lewis and Clark selected three sergeants and organized 
the Volunteer Corps of Northwestern Expedition into 
three squads, each led by one of the sergeants. Charles 
Floyd of Kentucky was one of the first men to enlist in 
August 1803. He was the son of Captain Charles Floyd 
who had soldiered with George Rogers Clark, William 
Clark's older brother, during the Revolutionary War. 
Describing him as "a man of much merit," Lewis 
appointed him to the rank of sergeant. Remembered as 
the only member who did not survive the expedition, 
Floyd died near present-day Sioux City, Iowa, it is 
believed from a ruptured appendix. Sergeant Nathaniel 
Pryor of Kentucky was a widower and cousin of Charles 
Floyd. He was made a sergeant and Lewis and Clark 
considered him to be "a man of character and ability." 
After the expedition, he was commissioned and served 
in the Army as an officer, and was a captain at the 
Battle of New Orleans in 1815. He later became a 
government agent for the Osage Indians in 1830-31 
just before his death. Patrick Gass was initially 
recruited as a private from Captain Bissell's company 
of the First Infantry at Fort Kaskaskia. He had joined 
the Army in 1799 and he was elected sergeant after the 
death of Floyd. Gass was a skilled carpenter and stayed 
in the Army through the Vfar of 1812. Gass died in 
1870 at the age of 99, the last known survivor of the 
expedition. When the "permanent party" prepared to 
continue westward from Fort Mandan, Corporal 
Warfington took charge of the keelboat and the five 
soldiers and five civilian engage' boatmen back down 
the Missouri River to St. Louis.4 

In late November 1803, when the men reached Fort 
Kaskaskia fifty miles south of St. Louis, Captain Lewis 
recruited Sergeant John Ordway from Captain Russell 
Bissell's company.5 Ordway was then 28 years old, 
having been born near Dunbarton, New Hampshire, in 
1775. He was the only one of the original sergeants 
who volunteered from service in the regular Army. He 
was intelligent, well educated for the times and enjoyed 
a good reputation. 6 On March 31, 1804, Lewis and 
Clark held an enlistmen t ceremony for the men 
selected as members of "the Detachment destined for 
the Expedition through the interior of the Continent of 
North America."7 Lewis appointed Sergeant Ordway as 
the "Orderly Sergeant," a nineteenth-century title for 
the First Sergeant of a corps of less than company size. 
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The appointment made him third in the chain-of
command following the two officers. 8 

Ordway was instructed to keep a daily journal of the 
expedition by Lewis and Clark. Also, as First Sergeant 
of the expedition, they directed him to keep the 
Orderly Book for the Detachment.9 Others kept journals 
of the expedition, too. Lewis and Clark recorded 
voluminous amounts of scientific data and frequently 
kept daily journals during the trip. The four sergeants 
(Gass, Floyd, Ordway, and Pryor) and at least two 
privates (Whitehouse and Frazier) are known to have 
kept journals. The one kept by Gass was published in 
1807. The fragmentary journals of Floyd and 
Whitehouse were published in the early twentieth
century. Because the journals of Frazier, Pryor, and 
Ordway were lost, a complete set of daily records of the 
expedition was therefore not available. 1o 

Lewis and Clark purchased Ordway's journal for 
incorporation into the official journal of the expedition, 
but it disappeared until 1913 when it was rediscovered 
in the papers of the Biddle family of Philadelphia who 
had edited the original Lewis and Clark journals. 
Ordway's daily journal was complete, presenting a 
complete daily record of the expedition from start to 
finish written by one man, other than one of the 
officers leading it . ll His accounts of Indian life and 
other details of the expedition are invaluable for 
understanding the human element of soldering. 

In spite of Ordway's significance- to the expedition, 
we have little knowledge of him.12 He was one of ten 
children and one of the few well-educated men 
recruited for the expedition.13 That Captains Lewis and 
Clark held him in high esteem is clear from their 
journals. He was entrusted with the duty of keeping 
the rosters, assigning duties, posting guards, maintaining 
all registers and records, and issuing provisions. His 
duties also included issuing provisions. During the 
absence of the captains, he was put in charge of the 
expedition. 14 On a number of occasions, he led 
detachments of men on special assignments. During 
the return trip from the Pacific Ocean, Ordway led the 
ten-man detachment that recovered the boats left at 
the head of the Jefferson River before the expedition 
crossed the mountains. After repairing the canoes, 
Ordway led the men down the Jefferson to the Great 
Falls of the Missouri , portaged them around the falls, 
and then proceeded to the mouth of the river to 
reunite with the groups led by Lewis and Clark. After 
the expedition returned, Ordway accompanied a party 
of Indians to Washington, DC to meet President 
Jefferson. 15 

Initially , Sergean t Ordway had to assert his 
authority and win the respect of rambunctious 
Kentucky and Virginia woodsmen who enlisted as 
soldiers of the Lewis and Clark Expedition for adventure. 
Ordway received $266.66 and 320 acres in land grants 
in payment for his services during the expedition. He 
was discharged from the Army after the expedition and 

used the land grants he received to become a prosper
ous farmer in southeastern Missouri near New Madrid. 
Within a year's time, he had two plantations under 
cultivation, peach and apple orchards, and good farm 
buildings. He married about 1807, but his wife Gracey 
died two years later. He then married a widow named 
Elizabeth Johnson and fathered two children , Hannah 
and John, with her.16 

After 1811, Ordway's fortunes changed. He probably 
lost everything in the New Madrid earthquakes of 
1811-12, some of the most powerful to ever strike 
North America. In December 1811 triple earthquakes 
followed by two others in February 1812 destroyed 
everything. All his buildings were destroyed, and "sand 
volcanoes" and quicksand appeared out of nowhere 
destroying the land. Sand and water ruined everything. 
By spring of 1812, New Madrid was a ghost town. 
Ordway's prosperity did not return and family illness 
and death beset him. He died about 1817 at the age of 
forty-two of unknown causes. His widow Elizabeth 
married her third husband in 1834, but died a few 
years later. John Jr. died in 1836 having never 
married. Hannah passed away in 1839 after losing her 
only child at an early age.17 

The Lewis and Clark Expedition accomplished its 
mission of exploring and mapping the Northwest 
because it was a well led, trained and disciplined 
military organization. Sergeant Ordway typified the 
dedication and loyalty of the Army's Non-commissioned 
Officers (NCOs) Corps who have led, encouraged and 
sustained their soldiers for more than two centuries. 
Sergeant Ordway was a smart, courageous soldier who 
set the example for his troops. He was one of those 
uniquely qualified early American leaders whose 
progressive attitudes distinguished him from his 
European counterparts and helped forge the legacy of 
the American Non-commissioned Officer. 

Notes: 
1. Stephen E. Ambrose , Undaunted Courage (New York: 

Touchstone, 1996), p. 101. 
2. Gail Sakurai, The Louisiana Purchase (Danbury, CN: 

Children's Press, 1998), p. 19,21-22. 
3. Ron Drez, "The Corps of Captain Lewis & Lieutenant 

Clark," American History (April 2004): 32-33, 39. 
4. Ambrose, p. 118, 211; PBS Online-Lewis and Clark 

Inside the Corps Website: 
www ,pbs.org/lewisandc1arkiinsideljordw.himl; Dr. Charles 
White and Lieutenant Colonel Mark Reardon 

5.Ambrose, p. 122. 
6. Larry E. Morris, The Fate of the Corps (New Haven & 

London: Yale University Press, 2004), p. 101; The Journals 
of Captain Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant John Ordway, 
Ed. Milo M. Quaife (Madison, WI: The State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin , 1916), p. xxv; Lewis and Clark 
Rediscovery Project Website; www.13-lewisandclark.com; 
and short biographical sketches received from LTC Reardon 
at CMH. 

7.Ambrose, pp. 130-131. 
8. Ibid., pp. 128-129, 209-211. 
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9. PBS-Lewis and Clark Inside the Corps Website; The 
Lewis and Clark Rediscovery Project Website: www .13
lewi andclark.com. 
10. The J ournals of Captain Meriwether Lewis and 
Sergeant John Ordway, p. xxii; Gary E. Moulton, "Journey's 
End," We Proceeded On (Nov 2000): 9-16. 
11. Ambrose, pp. 434-435; The Journals of Captain Meriwether 

Lewis and Sergeant John Ordway, pp. xxii-xxv; L. Ruth Colter 

, .• .. 
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Frick, "Meriwether Lewis's Personal Finances," We Proceeded On 
(February 2002): 17. 
12. The Journals of Captain Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant John 
Ordway, p. xxv. 
13. Lewis and Clark Inside the Corps Website 
14. Ambrose , pp. 128-129, 417. 
15. Ibid ., p. 376, 394. 
16. Ibid ., p. 417; Morris, pp. 101-102, 104, 196. 

17. Morris, pp. 104-105. 

Sergeant John Ordway (left) inspects a soldier of the corps ofDiscovery while Captain William Clark looks on. 
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Sergeant John Ordway 
1775-1817 

First Sergeant, Lewis and Clark Corps ofDiscovery, 1803-1806 

The larger than life, bronze, sculptured statue of First 
Sergeant John Ordway will be placed in the Fort Lewis 
Memorial Park to be located at the Main Gate of Fort Lewis, 

Washington, during the commemoration of the 200th anniversary of 
the Corps of Discovery's epic journey. To the right is the artist's 
concept drawing that will guide the sculptor in developing and 
constructing the statue. 

The 28-year-old Sergeant Ordway was stationed at the frontier 
post of Fort Kaskaskia in Indiana Territory when he volunteered in 
1803 for the Captain Lewis and Clark led Army task force. The mis
sion was to explore the Missouri and Columbia rivers route west to 
the Pacific Ocean. As First Sergeant, he was third in the chain of 
command, behind the two captains, with the important daily duties 
of maintaining the book of detachment orders, writing daily activi
ties in the official journal, and managing the distribution of rations 
and other supplies. Much is made today of the journals of the officers 
and others. Sergeant Ordway was the only one to make a journal 
entry every day. This is the most complete record of the journey, 
providing valuable insights for today's historians. A consistently 
responsible, reliable and competent leader, Sergeant Ordway led a 
separate subordinate task force during the return trip that allowed 
the Captains to expand the area of exploration. After the expedition, Sgt. Ordway, ]" Infantry 
Sergeant Ordway accompanied Captain Lewis with an Indian dele
gation to see President Thomas Jefferson in Washington, DC. 

History remembers the generals and other great captains, but hardly ever is recognition 
given to enlisted soldiers for their service and work. A bronze, sculptured,.larger than life 
statue of Captain Meriwether Lewis in the Fort Lewis Memorial Park will remind the public 
that the Washington State Army Post was named for the leader of the expedition. The same 
sized statue of Sergeant Ordway will ensure remembrance of his important work and the 
contribution of the enlisted soldiers to the success of the Corps of Discovery mission. First 
Sergeants are key to the operations of the United States Army. A plaque on the Sergeant 
Ordway statue granite rock base will honor all first sergeants who have served in the United 
States Army. 

Please be a Friend ofthe American Soldier and donate to this 
worthwhile project . The Fort Lewis Chapter of the Association of the 
United States Army (AUSA) is raising the funds to purchase the Sergeant 
Ordway statue and associated explanatory plaques. Donations are exempt 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and receipts will be 
given when required by the Code's section 170f(8). EIN is 53-0193361. 
Checks should be made payable to the Fort Lewis Chapter, AUSA. Please 
mail donations to: Fort Lewis Chapter, AUSA, PO Box 33181, Fort Lewis, 
WA 98433. For further information call (253) 588-5915. 
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Friends of the Fort Lewis Military 

Museum 


General Membership Meeting 

Sunday, June 5, 2005 


Place : Cascade Community Club 
Time: 1115 - 1200 Social Hour 

1200 - 1300 Brunch 
1300 - 1345 Program 

Program: 

O ur speaker will be our Friends 
Vice President and military hist
orian, Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) 
Thomas D. Morgan. His subject 
will be t h e D-Day Invasion of 
F rance. To m h as wal ke d t h e 
battlefields of Normandy several 
times and is well versed in this 

. .
epIC campaIgn. 

Plea ' e join u for an enjoyable program and show your 'upport for Ollr 

Mu eum. Return your re... l'vabon forn1 and check by Friday, June 3. 
2005. Last minute l'e ervations may be n1ade by calling COL (Ret) P':lUl 
Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this form to : COL (Ret) Paul Knoop, 1054 Berkeley, Fircrest, WA 98466 

Here is my check, payable to "The Friends" for the following: 


Cost of Brunch for members and Guests: $16.00 each 


Number of Reservations Total Amount Enclosed: 


Name of Member: __________ Telephone Number:___ 


Name of Guests: 
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Captain Meriwether Lewis Statue 

Nears Completion 


The bronze statue of Captain Meriwether Lewis, 
supported by the Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum and the Association of the 

United States Army, is nearing completion. The eight 
foot statue depicts Captain Lewis in full regimental 
uniform with his Newfoundland dog, Seaman. 

The statue is scheduled to be dedicated on 30 
September 2005 near the Main "Liberty" Gate of Fort 
Lewis. The date is significant since the post officially 
became a fort on 30 September 1927. From 1917 to 
1927 the post was officially considered a temporary 
cantonment and called Camp Lewis. News concerning 
the unveiling and dedication of the monument will be 
announced in the next issue of the Banner. 

Photograph of the scale model of the Captain Meri
wether Lewis statue taken by Synthia Santos. 

The Friends of theThe Army's 230th Birthday 
Fort Lewis Military Museum

June 14, 2005 Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

Defending freedom 
Since 1775 


