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President's Report 

A s I write this, I can hear the welcome soun~ of 

rain on the roof after the long stretch of beautiful, dry 
weather we have had this summer. It was enjoyable, 
but the rain is a welcome change-certainly to my 
brown lawn and parched garden! 

Our spring membership event at the Museum on 
May 2nd honoring the veterans of the Philippine Scouts 
was a great success. It was heartwarming to see the 
pride in the eyes of the old soldiers..as they listened to 
speakers extol the achievements of the Scouts, and 
pride in the eyes of their families and friends as the 
veterans told their personal stories. It was an event 
that the Museum and the Friends were proud to host. 
The Museum staff, Alan Archambault, Synthia Santos, 
SGT Carroll and SPC Miller did a superb job in sup
porting the event. 

The Board of Directors of the Friends welcomes a 
new member. He is Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) 
Donald Simpson, U.S. Army. Don and his wife Jane are 
long-time members of the Friends. We welcome Don to 
the Board and look forward to his contributions. 

The future continues to look exciting for Fort Lewis, 
with the announcement of the 2nd Armored Cavalry 
deploying here from Fort Polk, and the pt Brigade 
(Stryker), 25 th ID deploying to Iraq to replace the 3rd 

Brigade (Stryker), 2nd ID. As these events and other 
Fort Lewis support for the war on terrorism become 
part of the installation's history, the Museum contin
ues its role of insuring that the history is preserved. 

Our next membership brunch and program is sched
uled for October 3, 2004. Our speaker will be Major 
Stephen C. McGeorge, (Ret). His topic will be "The 
American Expeditionary Force in World War I." Major 
McGeorge is a respected authority on this subject so it 
should be a very interesting and enjoyable program. 
Please join us! 

Ian Larson 

T he last few months have been busy and challeng

ing ones for the staff of the Fort Lewis Military 
Museum. In May, we commemorated Asian-Pacific 
Islander Month with an exhibit and program dedicated 
to the Philippine Scouts of World War II. In June, we 
received a Command and Supply Discipline Assessment 
from the U.S. Army Center of Military History. This 
inspection focused on collections management and the 
ambitious project to put all the Army's historical 
collection on a centralized computer system. Greg Hagge 
has been hard at work in a major effort to complete 
this important task. 

In July, the 555 th Combat Engineer Group, which 
recently returned from service in Iraq, offered the 
Museum a bronze sword and hand salvaged from a 
large statue of Saddam Hussein. The 555 th "Triple 
Nickel" Engineers were responsible for the destruction 
of two large statues of the deposed dictator in Tikrit, 
Iraq, in July 2003. The unit commander, COL Christo
pher Toomey, provided several soldiers from the unit to 
build an appropriate exhibit case for the artifact for 
display in the Museum. The next issue of the Banner 
will feature a story and photographs of the 555 th 's 
service in Iraq and the destruction of the statue. 

In August a meeting was held at the Museum on the 
project to erect a statue of Captain Meriwether Lewis 
near the Main Gate. The project is nearing the final 
stages of planning and October 31, 2005, has been 
selected as the dedication date. (October 31, 2005, 
marks the bicentennial of when the Corps of Discovery 
reached the eastern boundary of what is today Wash
ington State). Since the statue committee is composed 
entirely of Museum Friends, I am confident the project 
will result in a meaningful and beautiful landmark for 
Fort Lewis. 

Alan Archambault 
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Eisenhower at Fort Lewis: 1940-41 

The Making of a General 


By Thomas D. Morgan 

The U.S. Army of the interwar years in the 1920s 
and 30s resembled a large family in many ways. 
Everyone in the small Regular Army officer corps 

knew each other. Dwight D. Eisenhower was known to 
his friends as "Ike" and he had many of them. He was 
popular at West Point and he had cultivated friend
ships with the officers that he met in his peacetime 
service at Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Camp Colt, 
Pennsylvania; Fort Meade, Maryland; Camp Gaillard, 
Panama; Washington, DC; and the Philippines. He had 
no enemies, and while his seven year relationship with 
General Douglas MacArthur (called a "love-hate rela
tionshipl) had soured somewhat at the end, MacArthur 
still liked him in spite of being jealous of his very able 
subordinate. 

Eisenhower had rapidly risen to the rank of Lieuten
ant Colonel in 1918 during World War I after graduat
ing from West Point in 1915. He had married and 
commanded Camp Colt, Pennsylvania, the U.S. Army's 
Tank Training Center that was activating and training 
tank battalions for deployment to the war in France. 
Just before the end of World War I, Eisenhower got his 
sincerest desire, command of a tank battalion ordered 
to France. Eisenhower was a late deployer to France 
because his leadership, organizational, and training 
skills made him too valuable to the home front war 
effort. The war ended before he could get to France, 
but he won the coveted Distinguished Service Medal 
for his invaluable stateside efforts.2 

After the heady wine of commanding Camp Colt, 
Eisenhower's career stagnated and he received some 
severe personal and professional setbacks . His first 
born son died of scarlet fever, and the Chief of Infantry 
reprimanded him for an article that he wrote for the 
Infantry Journal about tanks. Licking his wounds, he 
went to Panama with Brigadier General Fox Conner, 
one of the brightest generals in the Army, in what 
Eisenhower later called in his memoirs "The Tragic 
Road to Panama."3 However, things were beginning to 
get better for young Major Eisenhower (he had 
reverted in rank like many others after World War D. 
Fox Conner got him into the Command and General 
Staff College at Fort Leavenworth. Eisenhower finished 
first in his 1926 class and began his steady climb up 
the assignment and promotion ladder in the Army that 
marked him as a promising "comer" in the Old Army 
of the interwar years. 

Eisenhower worked for the best generals in the 
Army: Fox Conner, John J. Pershing, George Van Horn 
Moseley, Douglas MacArthur, and ultimately George 
Marshall. Major Eisenhower was so highly regarded by 
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Courtesy Eisenhower Library 

Colonel Dwight D. Eisenhower, Chief of Staff of IX 
Corps, in early 1941 at Fort Lewis, Washington. "Ike" 
was 51 years old and had just made full colonel after 
almost 26 years of service. Two years later he was a 4
star general and commander of the European Theater 
of Operations (ETOJ. 

the Assistant Secretary of War when he worked for 
General Van Horn Moseley, that the Secretary tried to 
promote him directly to Brigadier General. Eisenhower 
accompanied MacArthur to the Philippines in 1935 as 
his senior military assistant and stayed with him there 
until the end of 1939.4 

After his taste of command in World War I, 
Eisenhower's career aspirations were to command an 
Infantry Battalion and then an Armor Brigade. Eisen
hower had a short assignment as a battalion com
mander at Fort Benning after graduating from the 
Command and General Staff College in 1926, but he 
was assigned to the War Department after only five 
months in command to work for General Pershing on 
the Battle Monuments Commission. He stayed at the 
War Department, except for attendance at the War 



Disting uished officers at Fort Lewis, Washing ton, in 1941. Left to right: Brigadier General R. G. Lehman, 
Brigadier General L. R. Boyd, Colonel D. D. Eisenhower, Major General Kenyon Joyce, Brigadier General H. C. 
Van Deveer, and Major Willard Wyman. Behind the officers is the Fort Lewis Sentinel's mobile photo vehicle. 

College and a year in France working for the Battle 
Monuments Commission, until 1935 when he went to 
the Philippines with MacArthur.5 

By 1939 Eisenhower was ready to leave the Philip
pines. He was nearing the age of 50. His relationship 
with MacArthur had become strained, and he wanted 
to get back into the mainstream of the Regular Army 
before it was too late for troop duty. He knew that the 
storm clouds gathering over Europe meant war. 6 He 
and his family, wife Mamie and teenage son John, left 
Manila in December 1939 and were seen off by 
MacArthur who gave him a bottle of scotch for the 
voyage to San Francisco. 7 After a short temporary duty 
assignment at the Presidio of San Francisco, Eisen
hower reported to Fort Lewis in February of 1940. He 
became the Executive Officer of the 15 th Infantry 
Regiment (recently returned stateside from 25 years in 
China) and commander of its 1st Battalion . In that 

assignment, Eisenhower wrote his West Point classmate 
Omar Bradley that" .. . am having the time of my life.))8 
The regiment liked to parade to the music of the "Beer 
Barrel Polka.))9 

Ike and Mamie settled in to recently constructed 
quarters #2310 Clark Road in the Broadmoor Housing 
Area. There is little trace of the Eisenhower' s stay 
there except for a commemorative plaque in the walk
way leading to the quarters. Eisenhower was well 
known for his cooking, and he kept a small vegetable 
garden in the back of the quarters where he grew 
ingredients for homemade soups and salads. lo The 
household goods they had stored before going to the 
Philippines was delivered and Mamie was upset at the 
damage to their possessions. Son John was enrolled at 
Stadium High School in Tacoma for his las t year of 
high school before entering West Point in July of 1941. 
At this point in his career , Eisenhower 's two most 
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Courtesy Eisenhower Library 

Ike and Mamie pose "in costume" with Captain and Mrs. Elmore at an "Old Time Party" at Fort Lewis in 1940. 
Note that Ike could still fit into an "Old Army" blue dress uniform. 

important friends were Major Mark Wayne Clark 
(USMA 1917) and Colonel Leonard T. Gerow (VMI 
1911). Clark was a close personal friend from their 
cadet days at West Point and Gerow was Eisenhower's 
studying partner at the Command and General Staff 
College. They were the ones who helped get him 
assigned to Fort Lewis while he was in the Philippines, 
and Clark in particular helped the Eisenhower family 
get settled into Fort Lewis before he went off to the 
War Department in Washington, DC. They both ended 
up working for Eisenhower and made 4-star general. 
Having Eisenhower as a friend was a two-way street!Jl 

It seemed as if most of Eisenhower's short stay at 
Fort Lewis was trying unsuccessfully to stay with troops 
(he called them "John soldier"12) and avoid desk jobs 
(he called it "looking down a pen,,13). As soon as he 
arrived at San Francisco from the Philippines, the 
Army Area commander there, General DeWitt, took him 
for a special assignment. In February 1940, Eisenhower 
finally took command of his battalion and assumed 
duties as 15th Infantry Regiment Executive Officer. 
However, he was quickly made the chief umpire for 3rd 

Infantry Division maneuvers in California. Eisenhower 
had an eye for detail and recommended valuable changes 
to the Infantry Regiment organization. Upon his return 
to Fort Lewis, his services were needed as Post Execu
tive Officer because the post was expanding with new 

construction and the arrival of the 41 st Infan try 
Division at Camp Murray upon its federalization. Fort 
Lewis had 50,000 troops in December 1940. 14 Then, he 
was appointed 3rd Infantry Division Chief of Staff. In 
between these assignments, he had been requested by 
his old friend George Patton to command an armored 
unit at Fort Benning wh~re Patton was forming an 
armored division. Then, Major General Walter Kreuger 
requested him to be his VIII Corps Chief of Staff at 
San Antonio, Texas. 15 He did not get these jobs because 
he wanted to stay at Fort Lewis, and he thought that 
he still had three years before he was due to make full 
Colonel. He was also considered too junior in rank by 
the War department. With 25 years of service under 
his belt, and his experience in working for the best 
generals in the Army, he had a formidabl e reputation 
within the Regular Army. However, little did he know 
that within three years he would be a 4-star general 
and a Theater Commander in the Mediterranean. 

While his professional career was blossoming at Fort 
Lewis, his personal life was happy. John received an 
appointment to West Point, and he and Mamie would 
always look back with nostalgia of their assignment at 
Fort Lewis. Ike played golf with his older brother Edgar, 
a successful Tacoma attorney who lived on American 
Lake. Edgar was the second of the six Eisenhower 
brothers (Ike was the third) and had the closest personal 
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relationship with Ike when they were growing up. As 
children they were called "Big Ike" (Edgar) and "Little 
Ike" (Dwight). Edgar was the better golfer (he won the 
Washington State Seniors championship four times) , 
but their competition was spirited. IS Eisenhower's 
finances had improved somewhat because the Philip
pine Government had given him a $1,000 bonus upon 
his departure from the Philippine Islands. Mamie 
bought a couple of fur coats in Hong Kong on the 
voyage home, and Ike was able to buy a new car and 
new uniforms more suitable to the Pacific Northwest 
climate than the tropics. 19 

Eisenhower's tour at Fort Lewis ended in JUly 1941 
when he reported to San Antonio, Texas, as General 
Walter Kreuger's Chief of Staff. Kreuger now commanded 
Third Army and Eisenhower really made a name for 
himself during the Louisiana Maneuvers later in 1941. 
For an officer judged too junior just months before, he 
was now the principal staff officer of a Field Army 
getting ready for war. He made the coveted rank of full 
Colonel in March of 1941 and Brigadier General later 
in October of that year. 20 He was still only a permanent 
Lieutenant Colonel, and that did not change until after 
he made 4-star general in 1943.21 

After his success in planning and executing the Third 
Army's part in the Louisiana Maneuvers, Eisenhower 
became nationally known. Drew Pearson and Robert S. 
Allen featured him in their syndie,ated Washington 
Merry-Go-Round newspaper column . ~2 Now, his friend 
Leonard Gerow could not be put off any longer. In 
December 1941, he was ordered to the War Plans 
Division in Washington, DC. He was now working 
directly for General Marshall who would propel him to 
the top of the military heap.23 Many officers who had 
ranked Eisenhower, and for whom he had worked 
while coming up in the Army, now would work for 
"General Ike." Eisenhower was generous to his friends 
and former bosses. Many of them made general and 
retired with important jobs after World War II. The 
years at Fort Lewis had been good to Ike. 

In 1946, Eisenhower visited Tacoma and his brother 
Edgar while Chief of Staff of the Army. He inspected 
Fort Lewis. He attended a lecture to soldiers who were 
soon to be discharged. He addressed the group and 
asked how many of the men had served with him in the 
European Theater of Operations (ETO ). Four men 
raised their hands. Ike grinned and said, "Good, I just 
dropped in to say goodbye to all of you. I hope you do 
as well in civilian life as you did in the Army." He 
returned again in 1947 as Chief of Staff and in 1956 as 
President for visits. His last visit was in November 
1958 when he visited Edgar on American Lake and 
addressed a conference in Seattle. Upon his death on 
28 March 1969, all soldiers at Fort Lewis were mustered 
and informed by Major General Beverly, the Post Com
mander, of Eisenhower's death. At Retreat there was a 
50-gun salute and the Fort's flag flew at half-mast for 
30 days. 24 

In many ways, Dwight David Eisenhower's life was 
much like a modern Horatio Alger story. He came from 
a small town in rural Kansas . He returned as a 
conquering hero after World War II. He had known 
disappointment and frustration, but he had eventually 
triumphed. Eisenhower had achieved great popularity. 
His folksy grin, the "Ike" nickname, and manner of 
speaking (he sounded like popular actor Clark Gable) 
were his hallmarks. The years Eisenhower spent at 
Fort Lewis just before World War II set him up for 
future career advancement. At Fort Lewis he gained 
the increased confidence and experience that he needed 
to lead the Great Crusade in Europe and to lead the 
nation from the White House. The man from Abilene, 
Kansas, had passed from military legend into history. 

Notes: 

1. 	 Eisenhower: The Prewar Diaries and Selected 
Papers, 1905-1941 (Baltimore and London: The 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998), xxvi . 

2. 	 "Dwight D. Eisenhower: 1915-1919: The Great 
War Years," in Duty, Honor, Country: 1911-1935 
(The Eisenhower Foundation, 2000), 21. 

3. 	 Dwight D. Eisenhower, At Ease: Stories I Tell to 
Friends (New York: Doubleday and Company, 
Inc., 1967), 180. 

4. 	 Eisenhower: The Prewar Diaries and Selected 
Papers, 1905-1941, 146. 

5. 	Ibid., xxiii, xxiv. 
6. 	 Ibid., 386, 410, 446. 
7. 	 John S. D. Eisenhower, Strictly Personal (Garden 

City, NY: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1974), 
28 . 

8. 	 Eisenhower: The Prewar Diaries and Selected 
Papers, 1905-1941,434,460-461,467. 

9. 	John S.D. Eisenhower, 29 
10. 	 Historic Landmarks of Fort Lewis, 50th Military 

History Detachment, tJSAR,7. 
11. 	 Ibid., 451. 
12. 	 Ibid., 510. 
13. 	 Ibid ., 515. 
14. 	 Ibid., 512. 
15. 	 Ibid., 491, 497, 506, 512. 
16. 	 Ibid., 512, 516. 
17. 	 Ibid., 521. 
18. 	 Ibid., 266, 409, 600. 
19. 	 Ibid., 455, 460, 461. 
20. 	 Ibid., 516,523,529,531,547. 
21. 	 Dwight D. Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe (New 

York: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1948), 141. 
22. 	 Eisenhower: The Prewar Diaries and Selected 

Papers, 1905-1941,531. 
23. 	 Ibid., 565. 
24. 	 The News Tribune, Tacoma, WA, Friday, March 28, 

1969. 
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The Fort Lewis Military Museum Pays Tribute to Philippine Scouts 

by Synthia Santos 

M ore than 100 people gathered at the Fort 
Lewis Military Museum, Washington, on 2 
May 2004, to mark the opening of a tempo

rary display of the Philippine Scouts for the U.S. 
Army's Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month obser
vance. Puget Sound Philippine Scouts Heritage Society 
members, Museum staff and supporters, and local 
media crowded the Museum's lobby. LTG and Mrs . 
Edward Soriano, commander of I Corps and Fort 
Lewis, was in attendance and related that his father 
was a member of the Scouts and was captured by the 
Japanese during the battle for the Philippines. 

The Puget Sound Chapter president, Jose Calugas, 
Jr., presided over the ceremony. His father was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for heroic actions during 
the battle for the Philippines. When asked about it 
by a fellow soldier, retired Colonel Mel Holst, Calugas 
Sr. explained that "I'm a soldier and that was my 
duty." Calugas Sr. later moved his family to Tacoma, 
Washington, where he commanded a company at Fort 
Lewis in the mid-1950's. 

A handful of surviving Scouts gave stirring accounts 
of their service during the dark days of late 1941 and 
early 1942, when they stood before the Japanese mili
tary push across the Pacific. They spoke of hardship, 
atrocities and defeat in the face of overwhelming odds. 
They also told of heroism, perseverance and the pride 

Rodolfo Viray, Sr. , of Tacoma, proudly served as a 
Philippine Scout and survived his ordeal as a prisoner 
of war. 

they feel for being a part of 
history. While the Philippine 
Scou ts' most notable cam
paign ended in surrender, 
Soriano said it shouldn't be 
seen as a defeat, because 
they delayed the Japanese 
for five months. "I'd call that 
a strategic victory," Soriano 
said. 

The Philippine Scouts Heri
tage Society was formed on 
5 April 1989 at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, to preserve 
the history, heritage and 
legacy of the Philippine 
Scouts. Chapter membership 
has expanded across the 
states and is open to all 
former Scouts, their families, 
and anyone interested in 

Photos by Jim Symmonds preserving the history of the 
Philippine Scout veteran Camillo Ramiez escaped to Corregidor where he was Philippine Scouts. 

evacuated to Australia with General Douglas MacArthur in March 1942. 
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On the Lewis and Clark 

Trail 


D
uring their journey westward, the 
men of the Corps of Discovery were 
tasked with collecting specimens of 

plants and animals to send back for study. 
The men were unfamiliar with many of the 
new discoveries. One amusing incident 
relates to catching what some men referred 
to as a "barking squirrel." 

On 7 September 1804, Captain William 
Clark described the capture of what we now 
call a prairie dog. 

"We set out at daylight and landed near 
the foot of a mound. Captain Lewis and I 
walked to the top. In descending, we discov
ered a village of small animals that burrow 
in the ground. We caught one by pouring a 
great quantity of water in his hole . We 
attempted to dig to the bed of one of these 
animals. Mter digging six feet, we found by 
running a pole down we were not halfway 
to his lodge. Their village covered about 4 
acres of ground and contained a great 
number of holes on top of which they sit 
erect, making a whistling noise and, when 
alarmed, step into the holes. These ~nimals 

are about the size of a small squirrel." 
The Corps ofDiscovery captures a very wet prairie dog. 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 



Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

General Membership Meeting 


Sunday, October 3, 2004 


Place: The McChord AFB Club 
Time: 1115 - 1200 Social Hour 

1200 - 1300 Brunch 
1300 - 1345 Program & Meeting 

Program: 
Our speaker for the October General 

Membership Meeting will be Major 
(Retired) Stephen C. McGeorge. His 
topic will be the American Expedi
tionary Force in World War I. 
Major McGeorge is a native of Con
necticut and a life long student of mili
tary history. He served as a military 
history instructor at the U.S. Army 
Command and Staff College and after 
his retirement from active duty was 
Director of the Oregon Military Mu
seum from 1997-2002. He is currently 
the TRADOC Transformation Histo
rian covering development of the 
Stryker Brigade Com~at Teams at Fort 
Lewis, VVashington. 

Please join us for an enjoyable program and show your support for our Museum. 
Return your reservation form and check by Friday, October 1, 2004. Last minute 
reservations may be made by calling COL Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this form to: COL (Ret) Paul Knoop, 1054 Berkeley, Fircrest, VVA 98466 
Here is my check, payable to "The Friends" for the following: 

a. Cost of Brunch for McChord AFB Club members: $15.00 (must include club card 
number here: ). 
b. Cost of Brunch for Non-Members (of McChord Club) and Guests: $15.00 
__________ Reservations:. Total Amount Enclosed. 

Name: _________________ Guests__________ 
Address _ ________________ 


