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The Great Adventure Begins 


The Corps of Discovery embarks on a great adventure. 

O n 14 May 1804 the Corps of 
Volunteers for North Western 
Discovery, led by Army Captains 

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, 
began its journey up the Missouri River. 
Their goal was to explore the region 
recently obtained by the Louisiana 
Purchase and continue westward until 
they reached the Pacific Ocean. Captain 
Clark noted in his journal, "Set out at 4 
o'clock p.m. in the presence of many of 
the neighboring inhabitants, and pro
ceeded on under a gentle breeze up the 
Missouri ." Private Joseph Whitehouse 
noted that they, " ... hoisted sail and set 
out for the Western Expedition." 

The expedition set out in one fifty-five 
foot keelboat' and two smaller boats called 
pirogues. Sergeant Charles Floyd recorded, 
"The party consisted of 3 sergeants and 38 
working hands which manned the bateau 
(keelboat) and two pirogues. We sailed 
up the Missouri 6 miles and encamped 
on the north side of the river." 

Although the Missouri River offered 
beautiful scenery, it also offered a number 
of hazards in the form of sandbars, sub
merged trees, and treacherous currents. 
The boats often caught on various snags 
and it took the extraordinary efforts of 
the men to keep the expedition's vessels 

. . 
movmg uprIver. 

Over the next several years, the Banner 
will continue to chronicle the events 
associated with this great expedition. 
We hope all our Friends will join us on 
this epic trip through American history. 
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President's Report 
I hope you are enjoying the start of spring. Like me, 

most of you are probably happy to welcome the annual 
return to life of plants and flowers, signaling warmer 
weather and the opportunity to spend more tim e 
outdoors. 

Fort Lewis history includes the stationing here of 
soldiers who themselves made history because they had 
won , or went on to win, the Medal of Honor. One of 
these was Captain Jose Calugas. Then Staff Sergeant 
Calugas won the Medal for action s against the 
Japanese in the Philippines during World War II. At 
the time of the action, Staff Sergeant Calugas was a 
Philippine Scout. His son, Jose "Joe" Calugas, Jr. , who 
lives in Tacoma, is Chapter president of the Philippine 
Scouts Heritage Society. 

As our spring membership event, the Friends will be 
hosting a program and exhibit at the Museum which 
honors the veterans of the Philippine Scouts . The 
event will be held on May 2nd from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
as part of Asian-Pacific Islander mon th o Former 
members of the Philippine Scouts, their families, and 
friends will be present. LTG Edward Soriano, the Fort 
Lewis Commander, and Mrs. Soriano plan to attend, 
since both of their fathers served in World War II. 
Please join us for a special afternoon! 

Ian Larson 

Curator's Report 
T his Spring promises to be a busy one for the Fort 

Lewis Military Museum. In honor of Asian-Pacific 
Islander Month in May, we will feature an exhibit 
dedica ted to the service and sacrifice of the famous 
Philippine Scouts in World War II . I hope many of our 
friends will be able to attend the opening of the exhibit 
on May 2nd 

. It will be a great opportunity to honor the 
veterans of the Philippine Scouts. 

May 14th will also mark the 200'h Anniversary of the 
beginning of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. In honor 
of that event, we will have an exhibit on the United 
States Army Corps of Discovery highlighting the arms, 
uniforms and equipment used by the soldiers of that 
historic organization . Since the original artifacts carried 
or worn on the trip were either used up or sold a t 
public auction following the expedition, we will us e 
accurate reproductions to tell the story of the soldier
explorers and their epic journey to the Pacific. 

As our troops continue to serve in Iraq, we chronicle 
their service in a number of new displays. Along with 
some wonderful photographs, we have a number of 
artifacts used by our soldiers. A soldier pres en tly 
assigned to the Museum, Sergeant John Car roll , 
recently donated his desert battle dress uniform, which 
he wore during Operation Iraqi Freedom. We have also 
obtained several scale models depicting weapons and 
equipment presently used in the War of Terrorism on 
display in the Hall of Valor. Our goal is to recogni ze 
and honor all our troops, past and present, who put 
service to their country before themselves. It is an 
American tradition that started on Lexington Green in 
1775 and extends to the streets of Baghdad in 2004. 

Alan Archambault 

Captain William Clark, 1804 
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D-Day at Normandy 
By Thomas D. Morgan 

Omaha Beach, watercolor by Joseph Sheahan. 

"The question of landing in face of an enemy is the 
most complicated and difficult in war. " 

Sir Ian (Hamilton: Gallipoli Diary 1920) 

Echoes of Normandy 

During these years devoted to commemorating 
some of the major events of World War II for 
the United States, the Allied Landings at 

Normandy in June 1944 take on renewed meaning. 
Veterans who visit peaceful Normandy beaches still 
hear echoes of history's "longest day." 

This year (2004) marks the 60 th anniversary of D
DAY, 6 June 1944. D-DAY was the culmination of 
Operation OVERLORD, the largest amphibious land
ing in history. However, it was in 1943 at the Quebec 
Conference that the Allied leaders made the final 
decision to make a large-scale invasion against the 
continent of Europe in the spring of 1944. 

June 1944 was the climactic month of World War II 
that set the stage for the final victory in Europe. Ever 
since Hitler had invaded Russia in 1941, Stalin had 
relentlessly pressed Roosevelt and Churchill for a 
second front in Europe. Sixty years ago on 6 June 
1944, a day author Cornelius Ryan called "The Longest 
Day," about 7,000 naval and amphibious ships and 
3,500 airplanes and gliders brought the equivalent of 

over nine divisions of troops to the sandy beaches of 
Normandy in the largest armada in history. 

Crusade in Europe 

There was great anticipation and excitement in the 
Allied camp because just four years before the British 
had been forced to withdraw their forces from the 
continent of Europe at Dunkirk in the aftermath of 
Hitler's two-week Blitzkrieg offensive in the West. The 
successful D-Day landings fulfilled the promise to 
Stalin for a Second Front in Europe and launched the 
Allied Crusade in Europe. With the Anglo-American 
forces pressing in from the west and the Russians from 
the east, Hitler's forces were trapped between two 
fronts and Nazi Germany's final defeat was assured. 

Although the peaceful landscape was devastated sixty 
years ago, the countryside of Normandy has recovered 
from the fierce battles that raged there in June and 
July of 1944. Normandy is once again renowned for its 
green pastures and superb cathedrals. Instead of 
washed up ships, dead bodies, destroyed tanks, and the 
other wreckage of war, the Normandy beaches are now 
filled with local fishermen, tourists, returning veterans, 
and laughing children whose parents let them run on 
the now safe, beautiful beaches. 
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American G.I.s from the First Division prior to landing 
on Omaha Beach. 

Anglo-American Beaches 

The invasion beaches were given code names UTAH 
and OMAHA for the U.S. troops and GOLD, JUNO, and 
SWORD for British-Canadian forces. Those beaches 
have seen many famous visitors. 

Field Marshal Erwin Rommel personally supervised 
the construction of beach defenses during visits in 
early 1944. In fact, he inspected the UTAH Beach sector 
less than a month before D-DAY. While inspecting the 
Atlantic Wall, Rommel said: " ... the first twenty-four 
hours of the invasion will be decisive ... for the Allies ... as 
well as for Germany, it will be the longest day." 

Winston Churchill, King George VI, and Charles de 
Gaulle all made their first re-en try in to Liberated 
France across JUNO Beach. 

The Supreme Commander of the Allied Expedition
ary Force, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, launched 
his famous Crusade in Europe over the Normandy 
beaches. President Ronald Reagan would later make 
several emotional speeches to returning veterans on 
the 40 th anniversary of D-DAY in 1984. The media 
coverage of those commemorative events would playa 
significant role in Reagan's re-election as President 
later that year. President Clinton made a similar 
speech on 6 June 1994. There was potential political 
benefit from that speech as well. Politicians can sound 

victorious at Normandy when they are in the company 
of heroic veterans. 

But perhaps the most truly famous visitors are the 
veterans from all the Allied and Axis forces that 
participated on D-DAY. They are American, British, 
Canadian, French, Belgian, Dutch, Danish, Norwegian, 
German, Polish, Lithuanian, Latvian, Estonian, and 
Russians who return to visit fallen comrades' graves, 
visit the museums, and look at the remaining bunkers 
of Hitler's fabled Atlantic Wall. 

Overlord 

The code name for the D-DAY invasion was OVER
LORD (NEPTUNE was the name of the naval assault 
phase that supported OVERLORD). The Germans 
knew that the Allies were coming, but they did not 
know exactly where or when. Most of the better 
German units reinforced that part of the coast of 
France known as the Pas de Calais, only 20 miles 
across the Channel from England. 

To reinforce the Normandy sector, the Germans had 
brought in two new divisions (the 352d and 9Pt) and a 
parachute regiment of non-veteran teenagers. The 
presence of the 9pt Air Landing Division behind 
UTAH Beach caused General Ridgeway to alter the DZ 
(Drop Zone) locations of his 82d Airborne Division. 
However, there was no avoiding elements of the 352d 

Infantry Division that had recently moved into the 
OMAHA -Beach sector. Assault elements of the U.S. 1st 

and 29th Infantry Divisions had no choice but to storm 
Bloody OMAHA, as it came to be called, in the face of 
these fresh German reinforcements. The resulting U.S. 
casualties were so heavy that the Germans thought 
they had won that day. 

Heroes 

Time heals the scars of ~ombat for the adversaries of 
the battle for the Normandy beaches. There were 
many heroes on both sides. Brigadier General Theodore 
Roosevelt, Jr., a World War I veteran pushing 60, won 
the Medal of Honor for his actions on UTAH Beach. A 
German defender on UTAH Beach, 24-year old Lieutenant 
Arthur Jahnke, fought valiantly until knocked uncon
scious and half-buried in sand by a 14" shell from the 
battleship Nevada (refloated after the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor). For both of these brave men the war 
was nearly over. Roosevelt died of a heart attack a few 
weeks later and Jahnke, badly wounded, was captured 
and evacuated to England on one of the ships that had 
brought his captors to Normandy. 

Commandant Phillipe Kieffer returned to his native 
land leading two French commando troops. Although 
wounded almost immediately upon landing at Riva 
Bella, "Green Beret" Kieffer led his men in hand-to
hand fighting that liberated Riva Bella and Ouistreham. 
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Three companies of Lieutenant Colonel James E. 
Rudder's 2d Ranger Battalion assaulted the sheer cliffs 
of Pointe du Hoc and held onto a small perimeter for 
nearly three days without relief. Of the original 225 
Rangers who landed on Pointe du Hoc, less than 90 
were able to bear arms at the end of D+2. Rudder, 
twice wounded and refusing to be evacuated, was still 
with his men when help arrived . 

German General Erich Marcks, a one-legged veteran 
of the Russian Front whose 84th Corps defended the 
Normandy sector, was also with his men in the front 
lines a few days later when he was killed by Allied 
bombers. Another German general, Field Marshal 
Erwin Rommel, the "Desert Fox" of North Mrica fame, 
tried to lead from the front . A master of mobile 
warfare, Rommel failed to convince Hitler to release 
the Panzer divisions in the west to hi~. control in time 
to stop the invasion. Locked in a battle of stationary 
warfare and siege, Rommel conducted a spirited defense. 
On 17 July, the day before the great Allied offensive at 
Caen that started the breakout from the landing zones, 
Rommel was severely injured when British Spitfires 
strafed his staff car. It was a day of misfortune for the 
German Army in Normandy. Rommel was medically 
evacuated and never returned to active command. 

Normandy Remembers D-Day 

The Normans have the reputation of being some of 
the friendliest of Frenchmen. Accustomed to frequent 
visitors, they offer tourists a warm hospitality. Normandy 
does not forget those who fought on her soil. All the 
major landing beaches are protected and have museums, 
monuments, and markers to record the events of the 
most famous military operation in history. Visitors can 
see the beaches relatively untouched since 1944, except 
where the debris of war intentionally has not been 
cleaned up, such as the remains of the artificial 
Mulberry harbor at Arromanches. The German guns 
are silent along the fabled Atlantic Wall, which was 
more propaganda myth than reality. Tourists, veterans, 
and their families can see the gigantic invasion site 
that was the key to the liberation of Europe. It is well
worth seeing because there will never be another 
operation like OVERLORD again. 

With other anniversaries approaching, the entire 
region of Normandy is ready for a tourist invasion and 
a media blitz. Normandy's cities and towns were fixed 
up for the 50th anniversary and are still in good shape. 
Streetlights were added, roads widened, signs repainted, 
museums enlarged, and in some places new museums 
have been built. 

One of the newest museums is Le Memorial in Caen. 
Well-marked and easily found on the north traffic ring 
of Caen, it is a multi-media museum, dedicated in 
1986, that uses high-tech audio-visuals to convey lessons 
in war and peace. Partially funded by the Battle of 
Normandy Foundation, this museum will be of interest 

to anyone starting a tour of the Normandy Landing 
Beaches. 

Commemorating World War II is almost a way of life 
in many Norman towns. Sainte-Mere Eglise, which 
claims the honor of being the first town liberated by 
the Allies (a distinction shared or challenged by several 
other towns depending upon which Allied force-either 
British or U.S.-liberated them) has welcomed veterans 
from the 82nd and lOpt Airborne Divisions for many 
years. It was the setting for several memorable scenes 
from the film, "The Longest Day." 

Benouville, just north of Caen, is to the "Paras" of 
the British 6th Parachute Division what Sainte-Mere
Eglise is to the American Airborne. It was here that 
the Gondree Cafe was used as an aid station and made 
popular when Monsieur Gondree dug up a large supply 
of champagne from his garden to celebrate the arrival 
of his airborne liberators. The capture of the bridge 
over the Caen Canal next to the cafe by Major John 
Howard's glider-born force was also a high point in 
"The Longest Day." Sadly, the bridge, known for 49 
years as the Pegasus Bridge, has been dismantled and 
replaced by a more modern structure. However, a way 
has been found to display the old bridge near the 
historic site. 

Wherever you go in Normandy, the war is never very 
far away. Plaques, cemeteries, memorials, and old 
fortifications dot the countryside and dominate the 
villages. The D-DAY Landings were not accomplished 
without terrible sacrifice on the part of the Norman 
inhabitants. Caen was 80 percent destroyed by Allied 
bombers as Field Marshal Montgomery dueled with 
Rommel's Panzers for control of the city and a break
out from the D-Day beachhead. 

Canadian troops land on Juno Beach. 
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Returning veterans will notice changes in Normandy. 
The population has aged and the hedgerows (bocage in 
French) are disappearing to make room for larger 
farms . Modern buildings and towns have grown out of 
the rubble of war. The Normans, however, have not 
fully embraced the post-war, industrial revolution. Blessed 
with fertile soil and proximity to the markets of Paris, 
the region has been a major supplier of milk, butter, 
cheese, beef, and seafood. The magnificent chateaux, 
manor houses, and churches of Normandy are remind
ers of the region's agricultural wealth from past days of 
glory. 

The upcoming anniversaries will surely give the local 
economy a boost. The local planners know the value of 
tourist dollars. However, Normans are not going to 
fleece the tourists. Value will be given for dollars and 
Euros expended. Normandy still has much more to 
give than money can buy. 

Liberation 

On the eve of D-DAY, 176,000 Allied soldiers and 
marines waited on ships and at airfields to begin their 
mission: To assault a 50 mile stretch of the Normandy 
coast between Caen and Cherbourg. The first 24-hours 
were critical to the liberation of France. On D-DAY, 
156,200 troops landed. The other 20,000 followed on 
D + 1. The painful daily life of the French civilians in 
Normandy under the yoke of Nazi occupation was 
about to end. 

The D-DAY landings are remembered in heroic, 
chivalric terms. In spite of recriminations by the 
Canadians against the 12th SS Panzer Division follow
ing D-DAY, the Allies conceded that, according to the 
curious morality of the battlefield, the Germans had 
fought the good fight in Normandy. There would be 
many days and weeks of hard 
fighting in the bocage (hedge
row) country of Normandy to 
secure the hard-won landing 
beaches. The capture of 
Cherbourg, the breakout at 
St-Lo, the battle of the 
Falaise Gap, the liberation of 
Paris, and the advance to the 
Rhine all lay ahead. But the 
liberation of Western Europe 
had begun. 

Before V-E Day in May 
1945, there would be Allied 
setbacks. The failed airborne 
assault at Arnhem ("The 
Bridge Too Far") and the 
Battle of the Bulge in the 
Ardennes showed that the 
Germans could still strike 
back with surprising strength. 

war in Europe would never again be in doubt-the 
Allies had landed! 

D-Day Facts 

- Allied Troops - 9 Divisions (176,000 men and 20,000 
vehicles). 

-Allied Air Forces - 171 fighter squadrons, 2,000 heavy 
bombers 11,590 total aircraft, 14,674 sorties flown. 

- German Troops - 7 Divisions along landing beaches 
(32 total Divisions in 7th/15th Armies-Normandy/Pas de 
Calais). 

- German Air Force - 172 fighters, 88 bombers. 815 
total aircraft, 319 sorties flown . 

- Allied Navy - 4,000 ships, 3,000 landing craft, 284 
warships. 

- German Navy - 3 E-Boats (torpedo boats). 


- Allied Casualties - 10,000* [OMAHA Beach - 3300] 

[UTAH - 197] [101't and 82nd ABN- 2500] [Canadians 
1,000] [British - 3,000]. 


. German Casualties - 4,000-9,000 (estimate). 

*Notes: Includes one-third killed, the rest wounded and 
missing in action . (Allied Air Forces lost 12,000 killed and 
missing and 1,953 aircraft during the three-month air 
intercliction campaign in northern Europe that preceded D
DAY.) 

LTC Thomas D. Morgan, USA, Retired, was commissioned 
in the Field Artillery after graduating from the U.S. Military 
Academy. He has served in CONUS, Europe, Vietnam, and 
Panama. He has visited Normandy several times, including 
the 40 th Anniversary of D-DAY in 1984 and the 50 th 

Anniversary in 1994. He holds a MPA degree from the 
University of Missouri and an MA degree in History from 
Pacific Lutheran University. 

But the final outcome of the Allied casualties await burial at Normandy. 
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The Philippine Scouts 


The Philippine Scouts were organized by the 
U.s. Army during the Philippine Insurrection 
to alleviate the shortage of soldiers caused by 

the discharge of many volunteer regiments whose 
enlistments had expired . Congress authorized the 
enlistment of Filipinos in General Order 310, Head
quarters, Division of the Philippines, dated 8 October 
1901. The Scouts soon became a crack outfit known for 
its discipline and loyalty. 

When the Japanese attacked the Philippine Islands 
in 1941-42, the Philippine Scouts fought heroically 
beside their American comrades . In spite of their 
heroism, the U.S. and Philippine troops were eventu
ally compelled to surrender to overwhelming Japanese 
forces in May 1942. A number of the Scouts fled to the 
mountains where they continued a guerrilla war 
against the invaders. 

When the American forces returned to the Philip 
pines in October 1944, the surviving Philippine Scouts 
reported for duty with the U.S. Army. Unfortunately, 
about one half of the original Scouts had perished in 
the war. 

Following the war, Congress approved the recruiting 
of 50,000 new Scouts to serve in the occupation of 
Japan. However, in 1947, following the granting of 
Independence to the Philippines, :president Truman 
ordered the Philippine Scouts disbanded. In honor of 
their service, members of the pre-war Philippine Scouts 
were allowed to enlist in the Regular U.S. Army and 

apply for U.S. citizenship. Corporal, Philippine Scouts, Corregidor, 1942. 


Membership 
Renew your membership now to continue 

receiving these benefits: 
Attendance at annual meetings and 
special programs 
10 % discount on purchases at the 
Cannon Shop 
Four issues of the Banner 
Opportunities to serve the Association as 
an officer and/or volunteer 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

ANNUAL FEES 

Individual $ 10 
Family $ 15 
Sustaining $ 25 
Benefactor $ 50 
Life $100 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends, 
at the address shown to the right.) 


