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The American Lake Maneuvers of 1904 


On 11 November 1889, Washington Territory 
became the 42nd state of the union. During the 
first session of the State Legislature in Olympia, 

a tax was enacted to establish a Military Department 
of Washington. The citizens of the new state were 
aware of the importance of a well organized and trained 
militia to respond to natural disasters as well as civil 
disturbance and war. 

In June 1890, Adjutant General Russell G. O'Brien 
conducted a brigade encampment at American Lake, 
Washington. Organized into two regiments of infantry 
and a battalion of cavalry, 1,155 militiamen partici
pated in the encampment which was named "Camp 

Ferry" after the incumbent governor, Elisha P. Ferry. 
The total cost of the encampment, including the payroll, 
was $20,319.20. 

Following on the success of the first brigade encamp
ment, other encampments were held in 1892, 1894, 
and 1902. In 1903, the State of Washington purchased 
220 acres of land at Murray, on the Tacoma-Olympia
Gray's Harbor Railroad line . Named after a local 
pioneer family, Camp Murray remains the headquar
ters of the Washington State Military Department to 
this day. 

(Continued on page 3) 

The regimental colors of the gth U.S. Cavalry pass in review during the American Lake Maneuvers ofJuly 6 1904. 
The gth Cavalry was made up ofAfrican-American enlisted personnel. 
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Editor ..................................... ........ ...... ...... ........ .. ..... A1an Archambault 

President's Report 
Happy New Year to each of you as we begin 20'0'4. 

As I mentioned in my last note, the past year was an 
excellent one for the Museum, and 20'0'4 promises to be 
an activity filled year. This year marks the bicenten
nial commemoration of the Lewis and Clark "Voyage of 
Discovery." Special emphasis will be placed on the 
event, first and foremost a military operation and 
carried out brilliantly by Army personnel, that opened 
the way for the exploration and settling of the West. 
The illustration of Meriwether L~wis and his dog, 
Seaman, reproduced on this page, served as the inspi
ration for the bronze statue which will be erected in a 
park to be constructed in the vicinity of the Main Gate. 
As I also previously mentioned, the Friends provided a 
substantial donation to the Fort Lewis Chapter of the 
Association of the United States Army, the sponsor of 
the project. Of course, with the continuing deployment 
of military units to and from the Middle East, the 
Museum will continue outreach programs to support 
the units as appropriate. 

Our guest speaker for our quarterly brunch on 15 
February will be Museum Friend, David Markham. His 
topic will be Napoleon as a military commander. Davis 
is an internationally recognized scholar of the Napo 
leonic era and has written extensively on the subject. 
Last year saw the publication of David's superb biogra
phy of Napoleon as well as a compilation of Napoleon 's 
bulletins to his "Grande Armee." 

I sincerely hope that you can join us for this most 
interesting program and enjoy the delicious food and 
excellent company. 

Ian Larson 

Editor's Report 
The American Lake Maneuvers are a little known 

but extremely importan t event in the history of 
Washington State. Therefore, we commemorate the 

centennial of the maneuvers by the article and illus
trated map that appear in this issue of the Banner. 

In the coming year we hope to highlight several 
commemorations that had a profound effect on this 
region , the nation, and indeed, the world. 

The first is, of course, the bicentennial of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition which begins in May 20'0'4. The 
epic journey of the Corps of Discover, led by Captain 
Meriwether Lewis of the First U.S. Infantry Regiment, 
was instrumental in establishing the dominance of the 
United States on the North American continent. 

No doubt some of our Friends, particularly thos e 
that served in World War II, will find it hard to believe, 
but in June 20'0'4 we will commemorate the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Normandy Invasion. LTC Tom 
Morgan has prepared an excellent article on the D-Day 
landings . 

I hope you will continue to read and support the 
Banner in the months ahead. Your kind support of the 
Museum and our programs keep history alive at Fort 
Lewis . 

Alan Archambault 

Meriwether Lewis and Seaman 
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American Lake Maneuvers (from page 1) 

In 1903, Congress approved, "An Act to Promote the 
Efficiency of the Mili tia." The act provided for join t 
maneuvers between the organized militia and the 
Regular Army. The American Lake area was selected 
as the site of the first joint maneuvers involving the 
Washington National Guard. The maneuvers were 
scheduled for 8-17 July 1904. 

In May, 1904, General Frederick Funston made a 
reconnaissance of the area and decided to establish 
three camps . The Blue Force was located at Camp 
Steilacoom near the north end of Lake Steilacoom. The 
Brown Force was based at Camp Nisqually on Sequal
litchew Creek. The site was close to the old Hudson's 
Bay trading post. The Maneuver Division Headquar
ters was established at Murray Station on the Olympia 
branch of the Northern Pacific Railroad. The head
quarters had telegraphic connection with both camps. 
When General Arthur MacArthur, Commander of the 
Division of the Pacific, arrived to observe the maneu
vers, a submarine cable was laid across American Lake 
to the general's residence at the Nolan House on the 
lake's north shore. 

During the month of June regular Army officers 
arrived at American Lake to set up the camps and 
arrange for subsistence for the troops. They also drew 
up maps and formulated tactical problems and battle 
plans for the troops. 

The Blue Forces were designated the First Brigade 
and were commanded by Colonel Edward S. Godfrey of 
the 9th U.S. Cavalry. The units assigned to the Blue 
Force were : the 19 t h U .S . Infantry Regiment; 2nd 

Regiment, National Guard of Washington; Separate 
Battalion, Oregon National Guard ; 26 th Battery, U.S. 
Field Artillery; Troop F, 9th U .S. Cavalry; Troop A, 
Oregon National Guard ; Troop B, National Guard of 
Washington; Brigade Hospital, Regimental Hospital, 
U.S. Army; Hospital Detachment, Washington National 
Guard, U.S. Army Signal Corps Detachment; Company 
A, Signal Corps, National Guard of Washington . 

The Brown Forces were designated the Second 
Brigade and were commanded by Colonel Charles H. 
Noble, 10th U.S. Infantry. Units of the Brown Forces 
were: 10 th U.S. Infantry Regiment ; 3 rd Regiment, 
Oregon National Guard; 20d Regiment, Idaho National 
Guard; 8th Battery, U.S. Army Field Artillery; Troops F 
& H, 9th U.S. Cavalry; Brigade Hospital; Hospital 
Corps Detachment, Oregon National Guard; Regimen
tal Hospital, U.S. Army; U .S . Army Signal Corps 
Detachment. 

The Maneuver Headquarters was commanded by 
General Frederick Funston and was guarded by Troop 
G, 9th U.S. Cavalry and Company K, 19th U.S. Infantry. 
The Band of the 9th U.S. Cavalry was also assigned to 
the headquarters. 

On 8 July 1904, all the troops were assembled and 
prepared for the first tactical problem to be conducted 

Hospital Corpsmen attend to a "cas ualty" in the 
American Lake Maneuvers of 1904. 

on the following day . The regular Army was repre
sented by 102 officers and 1,585 soldiers. The organized 
militia had 170 officers and 2,154 men in attendance. 
Hence, the entire "Maneuver Division" consisted of 
272 officers and 3,739 soldiers. The total force of 4,011 
men was the largest military contingent ever seen in 
Washington up to that time. 

The maneuvers consisted of six different "Tactical 
Problems" which often involved separate exercises for 
the troops. Among the action were attacks and defense 
of camps, attacks on convoys, amphibious invasions, 
and raids. The maneuvers involved infantry, artillery 
and cavalry actions and were supported by Signal Corps 
and Hospital Corps personnel. When the maneuvers 
concluded on Sunday, 17 JUly, a grand review for 
Major General Arthur MacArthur was conducted by all 
the troops on a large field near Lakeview. 

All in all, the 1904 Maneuvers were a great success 
and were important for convincing the United States 
Army on the suitability of locating a major military 
training area in the American Lake region. Other 
maneuvers were conducted in the same area in the 
years 1906, 1908, 1910 and 1912. The Army's interest 
in the region culminated with the establishment of 
Camp Lewis in 1917. 

After serving as chief umpire during the maneuvers, 
Assistant Adjutant General, Major R. K. Evans made a 
detailed and perceptive report. The following portion is 
of particular importance to the history of Fort Lewis. 

The site on which the maneuvers were conducted is 
worthy ofspecial consideration on the following grounds: 

(Continued on page 6) 
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American Lake Maneuvers (from page 3) 

Sanitary features: this entire locality, comprising an 
available area of square miles is a vast bed of gravel, 
covered with a thin layer of loam, which supports scant 
carpets ofgrass and moss. In all weather it is equally 
free from dust or mud. The whole country is underlain, 
at a depth of about thirty feet, by an inexhaustible body 
ofpure, cold water, which has its source in the peren
nial snows and glaciers of Mount Tacoma. This water 
is protected from surface contamination by an impene
trable stratum of hard pan, which can only be removed, 
in some places, by blasting. The full meaning of unsani
tary grounds and impure water, in this connection, was 
brought home to us in a tragic manner by our fatal 
experiences at Camp Chickamauga and Camp Alger in 
the Spanish War. A repetition of such experiences 
would be impossible on this ground, however great the 
number of men encamped on it. Here, from a sanitary 
standpoint, we have perfect ground, perfect water, 
perfect drainage and seepage conditions. 

Accessibility: this tract is reached by rail and deep sea 
transportation. The Northern Pacific (railroad) trav
erses it, the terminus of the Great Northern is forty-six 
miles to the North, in Seattle, and of the Southern 
Pacific one hundred and forty miles to the south, in 
Portland. The shore of Puget Sound bounds it for 
several miles, offering as good landing facilities for the 
largest sea-going vessels, as can be found either at 
Seattle or Tacoma, and there is direct rail connection 
with the Pacific Ocean post of Gray's Harbor. It is 

believed that no other proposed maneuver site in the 
United States possesses the dual advantages of perfect 
accessibility by rail and deep sea transportation. 

Tactical Features: the terrain presents nearly every 
variety of feature necessary for the solution of ordinary 
tactical problems. There are numerous large open 
prairies, generally level, but in places sufficiently 
undulating to afford excellent examples of screening 
troops from sight and fire by a judicious use of appar
ently trifling irregularities of surface. There are woods 
of various sizes and densities, all offering cover from 
view, and generally allowing the more or less free 
passage of the three arms, but in places so dense as to 
constitute absolute obstacles for troops of all arms, in 
any formation. The tract is by no means level. This 
erroneous impression had gotten abroad, especially in 
the East, probably due to the fact that, until these 
maneuvers, no contoured map of it had been made or 
published. The accompanying maps, made by Captain 
Rowan, very hurriedly and with scant facilities, are 
sufficient to correct this impression. There are many 
ridges, hills and knolls, all more or less wooded, some 
of them rising to a height of 340 feet. The most 
unusual, beautiful and, from a military point of view, 
useful feature of this site, is the chain of five lakes 
which traverses it. These lakes, with narrow necks of 
land separating them, constitute a series of alternate 
obstacles and defiles which offer the military student an 
opportunity of selection to an unusual degree, in the 
solution ofproblems cast on these grounds. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Infantrymen march in formation during the American Lake Maneuvers of 1904. 
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Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

General Membership Meeting 

Sunday, F ebruary 1 5 ~ 2004

Place: The. IcC'hord .\FB ('Iuh 
Time: 111;) - J:!OO :'(wial lIe lit' 

1200 - ] :100 Bl'llJ1ch 
1~~OO - 1:3 1;") Prugra m & c It't>tmf;( 

Program: Our speaker for the first 
meeting of 2004 is Napoleonic historian 
J . David Markham. His subject will be 
Napoleon as a innovative and charis
matic military leader. 

David has written and lectured widely 
and appeared on History, Learning and 
Discovery Channel programs related to 
Napoleonic histOTY. He was recently 
elected president of the Napoleonic Al
liance which is an international gI'oup 
of historical scholars. 
Two books by David Markham, 

Napoleon's Road to Glory and Impe
rial Glory, were published in 2003 and 
have both received critical acclaim. 
Join us on 15 February to learn moreNAPO LEON BY LUCIEN ROUSSROT 

COURTESY AT'-I'NE 5 K BROVv'N ?vllLITARY COLLFCTION about this fascinating subject. 

Please join us for an enjoyable program and show your support for our Museum. 
Return your reservation form and check by Friday, 13 February 2004. Last 
minute reservations may be made by calling COL Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this fOl'm to: COL (Ret) Paul Knoop, 1054 Berkeley, Fircrest, WA 98466 
Here is my check, payable to "The Friends" for the following: 

3. Cost of Brunch for McChord AFB Club members: $15.00 (must include club card 
number here: ). 
b. Cost of Brunch for Non-Members (of McChord Club) and Guests: $15.00 
_________ Reservations:. Total Amount Enclosed. 

Name: ______________ Guests__________ 
Add.I'ess _______ _ _____ 



The New Fort Lewis 

Collectable Coin 


The Cannon Shop has recently received an ample 
supply of the new Fort Lewis and I Corps 
collectable coins. These attractive new coins 

are bronze with red, white, and blue enameled designs. 
The front of the coin features the distinctive unit 

insignia of I Corps and the reverse depicts the main 
"Liberty" gate of Fort Lewis. We know that all our 
Friends will want to add the coin to their collections, 
and the coins make wonderful gifts for visitors and 
military enthusiasts. 

The coins retail to the public for $6.95. Of course, 
members in good standing of The Friends receive a 10% 
discount on all purchases. 

The Cannon Shop is open Wednesday to Sunday from 
12 - 4 p.m. For more information call (253) 967-4523. 

American Lake Maneuvers (from page 6) 

Strategic Advantages: the vast strategic importance 
of Puget Sound is fully appreciated by all soldiers and 
statesmen who have given the subject of world politics 
any consideration. It is the post of entrance and exit 
from the great Northwest. It is the only great harbor 
from San Francisco to British Columbia. It is four days 
nearer the Orient than San Francisco for ordinary 
steamers, and vessels coal in its harbor at half the price 
paid at that port. Still another consideration in favor of 
this site is that the land is too poor for either agricul
ture or grazing and can be purchased very cheaply. 
When one considers the particularly favorable conditions 
existing at American Lake for the assembling of large 
masses of troops, whether for temporary or permanent 
camps of instruction, its advantages, geographical, 
topographical, tactical and hygienic are apparent; and, 
should war conditions arise, it is unexcelled as a point 
of departure for troops requiring transportation on the 
Pacific Ocean. 
England has its Aldershot, which is considered a 

model camp of instruction. If our government acquires 
the American Lake site, it will possess a tract having 
advantages superior to those of the training camp of the 
British Army in every respect. 

The map on pages 4 and 5 is based on an illustrated 
map appearing in the Oregonian newspaper on 10 July 
1904. The cartoons are adapted from artwork pub
lished during the maneuvers in the Tacoma newspaper, 
The Daily Ledger. 

Membership 
Renew your membership now to continue 

receiving these benefits: 
• 	 Attendance at annual meetings and special 

programs 
• 	 10% discount on purchases at the Cannon 

Shop 
• 	 Four issues of the Banner 
• 	 Opportunities to serve the Association as 

an officer and/or volunteer 

ANNUAL FEES 

Individual $ 10 
Family $ 15 
Sustaining $ 25 
Benefactor $ 50 
Life $100 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends, 
at the address shown to the right. 


