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590The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military 

Museum 


Board of Directors 

COL (Ret) Ian Larson ......................................................... President 

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan........ .... .... ........ .. ... .... ........ Vice President 

COL (Ret) Isabelle Swartz .................................................. Secretary 

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop ............... ........................................ Treasurer 

Mrs. Marion Ball ............................... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ............ Member 

COL (Ret) Carroll Dickson ................................. .. ................ Member 

COL (Ret) Althonso Knight, Jr. ......... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ........ Member 

SFC (Ret) Joseph Koczur.. .................................................... Member 

COL (USAR, Ret) Patrick Powers ........................................ Member 


The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all mem
bers of The Friends of the Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be 
submitted to the Editor or left with the Curator of the Fort Lewis 
Museum. The Friends assume no responsibility for unsolicited 
manuscripts or other materials submitted for publication. 
Editor.................................................................... Alan Archambault 

President's Report 
A sincere "Thank You" to each of you for your 

continued strong support of the Museum and the 
Friends! Your support helped the Museum enjoy 
another excellent operating year. Visitor attendance 
and comments, Museum outreach activities and other 
support for Fort Lewis have all enhanced the Museum's 
reputation as a fantastic asset of the installation. 
Revenues generated from operations of The Cannon 
Shop have allowed the Friends to cOntinue supporting 
Museum operations as needed. Thi~ support. included a 
substantial donation to the project that honors the 
American hero for whom Fort Lewis is named. A 

statue of Meriwether Lewis and his dog, Seaman, will 
be erected by the post main gate. The statue is based 
on a drawing of Captain Lewis by Alan Archambault, 
and depicts the Army uniform of the period that he 
likely would have worn. The project is being sponsored 
by the Fort Lewis Chapter of the Association of the 
United States Army. Fort Lewis is providing the land 
for the site and will provide the appropriate landscaping. 

As you already know, much military activity involv· 
ing Fort Lewis has occurred this year. Fort Lewis units 
and individuals have deployed to and from the Middle 
East. The Army's first Stryker brigade combat team, 
organized and trained at Fort Lewis, is now in Iraq. 
The 81't Infantry Brigade of the Washington Army 
National Guard has been activated and is undergoing 
training before deployment. The Museum has assisted 
where appropriate to make the deployments as smooth 
as possible with outreach activities, Museum tours, and 
accepting for safekeeping memorabilia belonging to the 
deploying units. 

As a reminder, please keep the Cannon Shop in mind 
as you decide on holiday gifts for your family and 
friends. You will find books, posters, scale model 
cannons and a wide selection of other gifts items for 
young and old. Come in and browse-and if you 
haven't been to the Museum in a while, check out what 
is new since you last visited. 

May you and your loved ones be filled with the .. 
_._'p~ace,. Joy and Hope of this holiday season, and 

throughout the coming year. 
Ian Larson 

Photo by Synthia Santos 

The first snow ofAutumn 2003. 
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Museum Programs 2003 


During the year 2003 the Museum staff conducted 

over one hundred tours and programs. Our guests 
included school children from kindergarten to high 
school as well as college students. Many military units, 
both active duty and reserve, requested special tours. 
Often they asked for a specific aspect of history to be 
highlighted. For example, this might include the role of 
the artillery, engineers, or medical corps during World 
War II or the Korean War. 

In July, the Museum supported the local Fort Lewis 
Chapter of the Association of the United States Army 
to commemorate the end of the Korean War . We 
prepared exhibits and attended the ceremonies held at 
the Cascade Community Center. In September, the 
Museum supported another program devoted to 
recognizing the former American Prisoners of War 
from the Korean War. 

The Museum also supported a number of post 
activities with appropriate exhibits. These included 
Black History Month, Women's History Month, Asian 
Pacific Month, Hispanic Heritage Month, and Native 
American History Month. Other exhibits highlighted 
Memorial Day, Independence Day, and Veteran's Day. 

In addition to exhibits, the Museum also assisted 
over 20 military units on post by loaning them replica 
military uniforms and equipment in'order to conduct 
historical programs. One of the most noteworthy 
projects was the program prepared for the Henry H. 
Lind Noncommissioned Officer Academy. Entitled, "I 

am the Sergean t," the 
program included uni
formed soldiers from all of 
America's conflicts who 
march on stage to period 
martial music and historical 
narrative. This impressive 
program was featured at 
two graduation ceremonies 
during 2003 and is sched
uled to continue in the 
coming year. 

Finally, one of the most 
ambitious and rewarding 
programs that the Museum 
supported was conducted 
at Evergreen Elementary 
School on 6 November. 
Mrs. Lynne Bucy, the 
school's music director, 
wrote and directed a moving tribute to America's 
Veterans. The children performed songs and recited 
poems and quotes which honored our military person
nel, both past and present. The Museum assisted by 
supplying replica uniforms and equipment, dressing 
the students, and assisting them with appropriate 
military drill. Everyone who attended the two perform
ances was very impressed with the tribute. The 
Commanding General of I Corps and Fort Lewis, LTG 
Soriano, praised it as "the best and most moving 
Veteran's Day program I have ever attended." 

Students ofEvergreen Elementary School represent and honor soldiers ofthe United States Army through the years 
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Display of United States Military long arms used by 
the Army during the early days of the Washington 
Territory. 

Museum Exhibits 2003 

During the past year, the Museum staff added some 

interesting and unique displays to our main exhibit 
galleries. In addition, the Museum upgraded some 
existing exhibits by adding additional artifacts, graphics 
or text. 

In the Soldiers of the Northwest Gallery, the exhibit 
on early martial firearms was redesigned to display 
additional weapons, and several vintage uniforms were 
added to the exhibit. 

To commemorate the Fiftieth Anniversary of the end 
of the Korean War, the Museum obtained a large 
terrain board represen ting the area surrounding the 
38th Parallel in Korea. The map depicts all of the hills 
and outposts that played such a significant role during 
the last stages of the Korean War and which still has 
significance to soldiers serving in Korea. 

Another wonderful 3-dimensional terrain map, 
depicting Fort Lewis, was donated to the Museum in 
June. This map enables visitors to see the amazing size 
of Fort Lewis and all its varied terrain. 

When the 3rd Brigade of the 2nd Infantry Division 
deployed to Iraq, in November, the Museum agreed to 
display some of their most treasured artifacts until 
they return. The most impressive item presently 
exhibited is the 23 rd Infantry Regiment's "Korea 
Bowl." This bowl and its cups were fashioned in Japan 
from silver Combat Infantry and Medic's Badges 
contributed by members of the regiment. 

The medals and awards of General William H. Colbern tell the story of his amazing career. 
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In September, the Museum received an impressive 
display of medals and awards representing the military 
career of General William H. Colbern. General Colbern 
commanded Fort Lewis from July 1953 to March 1954. 
The exhibit was assembled and designed by a relative, 
Colonel Robert J. Colbern. 

These are just a few of the highlights of our 2003 
exhibits. More new exhibits are planned for 2004, 
including a major exhibit on the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. Please come in and visit your museum in 
the coming year. You are sure to see something new 
and interesting. 

The impressive 3-dimensional terrain map of Fort 
Lewis helps visitors see the size and scope ofthe post.. 

The silver "Korea Bowl" commemorates the service of 
the 23rd Infantry Regiment "Tomahawks." The 1'1 
Battalion of the Regiment is presently serving in Iraq. 
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Model Soldiers 

One of the challenges in designing successful 

museum galleries is to attempt to appeal to the various 
interests and tastes of our visitors. Some people may 
enjoy seeing firearms or uniforms while others may be 
attracted to artwork or graphics. 

Many museums use displays of miniature soldiers to 
help interpret various aspects of military history. 
Sometimes the soldiers are depicted in battle forma
tions, while others are used to represent various units 
or uniforms. 

The Fort Lewis Museum has employed a number of 
miniature dioramas and displays over the years. Most 
of the miniature displays used figures and vehicles in 
either the popular, and generally available, 1/72nd or 
l/35 th scale. In recent years, however, a number of 
companies have begun to produce collector figures in 
1/6th scale. 

Model ofan infantryman of the 4'h infantry Regiment 
serving in the Washington Territory, circa 1860. 

An American Doughboy examines a camouflaged 
German helmet. At his feet is a German armored 

A French soldier ofthe "Great War" circa 1916. breastplate, rifle, grenade and trench mace. 
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The larger 12 inch military figures are great for 
depicting single figures or groupings, since they are 
large enough to be effective in museum displays. The 
uniforms and weapons are often produced with great 
accuracy and relate very effectively with the full-scale 
military items on display. However, in many instances 
the figures may be "customized" to better fit the needs 
of the museum display. 

We have found that a bit of groundwork and back
ground help to evoke the environment in which the 
real soldiers served. Watercolors, acrylic, or oil paint 
may also be employed to age and weather the soldier 
and his equipment to make it more authentic. We have 
had many complimentary comments on how we have 
blended these mini-soldiers into our exhibits to help 
illustrate the use of uniforms or equipment. Of course, 
many children find them fascinating and would love to 
be able to play with them. 

The 1/6 scale models are great for showing how 
military equipment was used. This American soldier 
uses a "Walky-Talky" radio while serving in the 
Aleutians in World War II. 

This representation of a Black Union infantryman This figure represents an American Special Opera
has been used for traveling displays during Black tions sniper presently serving in Afghanistan. He carries 
History month. a .50 caliber rifle. 
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A Cannon Shop f/th ristmas 


T he Fort Lewis Museum's 

Cannon Shop is well 

stocked and ready to 


serve you during the coming 

holiday s eason . If you are 

looking for a Fort Lewis or 

military related gift, please be 

sure to stop by the Cannon Shop 

and see our great selection of 

gift items. 


In addition to having a number 

of hard to find gift items, our 

prices are very reasonable and 

all the profits go to assist the 

Fort Lewis Military Museum in 

preserving and displaying our 

priceless military heritage. 


On e of the newest items 
available at the Cannon shop is 
a selection of models of the 
Stryker vehicles that are cur
rently being used at Fort Lewis 
and Iraq. These unique models 
are hand-crafted in wood and 
make a wonderful holiday gift, for a h~story buff, veteran, The Cannon Shop is open Wednesday through Sunday 
or soldier presently serving with the Stryker Brigades. from 12-4 p.m. Call (253) 967-4523 for more information. 
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The Friends 0 he .. T 
Fort Lewis Mi otary Muse . 

. 'I::" I 
Post Office Box 3 1001 . 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

H appy H olidays! 

These unique Stryker rrwdels are hand-crafted in wood and make a wonderful 
holiday gift for any military enthusiast. .,- ' 
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