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The "Liberty Gate" of Fort Lewis 


Pi. many of you already know, the Main Gate of 
Fort Lewis, also known as Liberty Gate, has 
been recently closed to allow for improved 

security. It is estimated that the gate will be closed 
from August through November, depending on the 
progress of the construction. In conjunction with the 
gate renovation, an adjacent area is planned which will 
be developed into a park. The centerpiece of the park 
will hopefully be a statue of Captain'Meriwether Lewis 
and his faithful Dog Seaman. A future issue of The 
Banner will give further details of this exciting project. 

The Main Gate of Camp Lewis was originally con
structed by the workers who built the cantonment in 
1917. As a patriotic gesture, each worker donated 
twenty-five cents to purchase a stone to be used in the 
construction of the landmark. They then donated their 
labors to build the gate in the style of the old pioneer 
blockhouses that were used to protect soldiers and 
settlers in the early Washington Territory. The Main 
Gate quickly became a symbol of Camp Lewis and was 
used on postcards, booklets, and maps. 

For the next forty years, the Liberty Gate stood on 
Lewis Drive, across Highway 99 from the Red Shield 
Inn (now the museum). Visitors and personnel enter
ing Camp Lewis, and later Fort Lewis, could turn off 
the highway and pass right under the gate to enter 
post. 

In early 1957, work on Interstate Highway 5 reached 
the Fort Lewis area. The Main Gate had to be moved to 
make way for the new highway . The Gate was 
dismantled, the timbers and stones numbered, and 
then reassembled several miles north of its original 
location. In order to help preserve the historic gate, it 
was relocated just off the main road so that traffic no 
longer passed under the gate. A small visitor's office 
was eventually located in the structure. 

When the new, high security entrance to Fort Lewis 
is completed, the Main Gate will still continue to be an 

enduring symbol of the post. It is a reminder that the 
Army and Fort Lewis have played an important role in 
the exploration, settlement, and defense of the Pacific 
Northwest. 

Parker McAllister 

This watercolor painting by Parker McAllister, was 
used on the cover of the Seattle Sunday Times Magazine 
on October 7, 1956. Mr. McAllister was a staff artist for 
the newspaper. 
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President's Report 

I hope you are enjoying this fantastic Northwest 

summer weather. The great weather has been good for 
the Museum, with visitor traffic strong and steady. 
The visitors in turn have kept -volunteers at the 
Cannon Shop busy. We are grateful for the assistance 
of volunteers Carol Hauser and Dave Bassett, both of 
whom joined us earlier in the year. Unfortunately, they 
will both be leaving us soon. Dave and his wife are 
relocating to their "retirement site" on the East Coast, 
and Carol's family is leaving for a new military assign
ment. However, Friends member Don Simpson has 
offered to join the volunteers and is most welcome. 
Thanks to you and to all the volunteers for your 
contributions to the Museum. 

At our brunch meeting in June, we introduced new 
Friends member and new Board member COLeR) 
Alphonso W. Knight Jr. and his lovely wife. Al has 
already proven to be a fine addition to the Board. 
Welcome to you both! 

Our upcoming brunch on 19 October has a distinctly 
Air Force theme. We will meet at the Officers' Club at 
McChord AFB. As agreed by the membership at the 
June brunch, we would meet at McChord to "check 
out" the location as an alternative to Fort Lewis 
because of the rising costs and other issues associated 
with the current Fort Lewis site. The program will 
feature a presentation on the airlift support for 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. From reports of others who 
have heard it, this is a presentation that is both 
excellent and inspiring. 

For those not familiar with McChord AFB, directions 
to the Officers' Club are on the reservation form in this 
issue. We hope to see you there! 

Ian Larson 

It has been an extremely busy summer season. In 
spite of increased security and the temporary closure of 
the main gate, visitation seems to be increased over 
previous years. A number of day camps and summer 
schools have learned of the museum and have 
scheduled dozens of tours. We have also seen an 
increasing number of military units requesting officer 
and noncommissioned officer programs. We are pleased 
to offer these programs to foster a better appreciation 
for military history and heritage among our military 
personnel. 

On 27 July, the Museum supported the Fort Lewis 
Chapter of the Association of the United States Army 
in commemorating the armistice that ended the 
Korean War. We provided an exhibit that focused on 
the end of the war and its legacy. On 12 August, the 
chapter held its final event related to the 50 th 

Anniversary of the Korean War. The program honored 
the prisoners of war of the Korean Conflict and 
featured a panel of former POWs. The program also 
featured Dr. Lewis Carlson, who served as moderator 
of the panel. Dr. Carlson is the author of a book on 
Korean War POWs. He also gave an overview of the 
American POW experience during the Korean War and 
compared it to other wars in our history. Again, the 
Museum provided an exhibit that honored the service 
and sacrifice of our soldiers in the Korean War. 

This issue of The Banner features the first of a 
series of articles devoted to the bicentennial of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. As you know, Fort Lewis 
has the distinction of being named in honor of Captain 
Meriwether Lewis, of the pt U.S. Infantry Regiment, 
who led this successful and historic journey from St. 
Louis to the Pacific Coast and back. Mrs. Marion Ball 
kicks off the series with her insightful article on the 
Louisiana Purchase. 

Alan Archambault 
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The Louisiana Purchase 

by Marion S. Ball 

"The acquisition of Louisiana in 1803 was not a 
stroke of good fortune or even a diplomatic miracle that 
suddenly thrust territory into the indifferent hands of 
the United States . The Americans had long coveted 
Louisiana, schemed to get it and assumed throughout 
the episode that it would one day be theirs. " 

Our story begins with the early explorers
Spanish, French and English . The Spanish 
were the first to sail the Gulf of Mexico. They 

moved north from Florida and west to what is now 
Texas. Hernando De Soto and 600 soldiers explored the 
area around the mouth of Mississippi River. Most died 
along the way, including De So to (1541). This explora
tion established Spain's claim-but they left no 
settlements. 

The French, having ascended the St. Lawrence River, 
explored the Great Lakes and staked their claim to the 
Louisiana territory following Marquette and Joliet 's 
travels as well as La Salle's trip down the Mississippi 
River in 1678. The French built a chain of forts. St. 
Louis on the Missouri River south to Tonty's Fort on 
the Arkansas River are two of the many. La Salle, in 
1682, planted a column painted with the coat of arms of 
France and "in the name of his majesty and his succes
sors to the crown, took possession of the country of Lou
isiana ... " and named the area for his king, Louis XIV. 

The English, after their initial explorations, settled 
the coastal regions from what is now Maine south to 
present day Georgia. As the settlements grew, people 
moved west, looking for more room. Settlements were 
well established by the beginning of the 18th Century. 

European wars spilled over into North America-the 
treaties ending several of these wars decided who 
would posses the lands west of the Allegheny Mountains. 
By 1713-Queen Anne's War-the French power began 
to decline. They lost Newfoundland, Acadia and Hudson's 
Bay, which resulted in many of the French settlers 
relocating in New Orleans. In an effort to slow France's 
expansion south from Canada, the English challenged 
France's move into the Ohio Valley by sending a 
military expedition into the area. General Braddock's 
forces were routed and retreated back across the 
mountains, leaving the French free to establish Fort 
Duquesne (present day Pittsburgh). 

The French and Indian War also had its counterpart 
in Europe. In North America the conflict between the 
settlers and the Indians allied with France spread 
through southern Canada and the Northeastern English 
settlements. The British Navy also blockaded the Gulf 
of Mexico, thus isolating Louisiana from France. By 
1758, British forces had captured many of the French 
forts, thus forcing the French to withdraw from the 
Ohio Valley. 

President Tlwmas Jefferson knew that the Louisiana 
territory was important to the future of the United 
States and worked hard to get it. 

The Treaty of Paris of 1763 spelled the end of the 
French empire in North Arrlerica. With the exception of 
several small islands in the Gulf of the St. Lawrence 
and two in the Gulf of Mexico, France lost Canada and 
her claim to the Ohio Valley to England. To prevent 
England from getting Louisiana, France ceded the 
territory to Spain, her ally. Spain in turn gave up the 
Floridas to England. 

During the period between the French and Indian 
War and the American Revolution, settlers moved across 
the Appalachian Mountains into what is now Tennessee 
and Kentucky, thus reinforcing our claim to these 
lands. When the American Revolution pitted colonists 
against the British, both Spain and France sided with 
the Americans and both nations expected to receive 
part of the spoils. The Treaty of Paris of 1783 ended 
the Revolution, with Great Britain recognizing the 
independence of the United States. France received no 
territory, but Spain regained Florida. The treaty 
established the northern boundary between Canada 
and the United States at the 45 t h parallel from New 
England to the Lake of the Woods; between Eastern 
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Louisiana and Spanish Florida at the 31"t parallel; and 
the western boundary was drawn down the middle of 
the Mississippi River. 

The new government of the United States granted 
thousands of veterans lands in the newly acquired Ohio 
Valley. In the fourteen years following the Revolutionary 
War, 160,000 people moved west into the Mississippi 
Valley. As their farms prospered, they shipped their 
harvest, not back across the mountains but rather 
down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to New Orleans 
for trans-shipmen t to the East Coast settlemen ts. 
During this period, the Spanish used the right of 
deposit as a weapon against the Americans . They 
frequen tly closed the rivers and even preven ted the 
ships from off-loading into warehouses in New Orleans. 

The bellicose westerners demanded action by the United 
States. Some planned invasions into W~st Louisiana and 
Texas, and others were so agitated they refused to 
send their produce down the river. States passed 
resolutions denouncing the suspension of the right of 
deposit; some urged that we take possession by force of 
arms, claiming that Spain was violating the Treaty of 
San Lorenzo (1795), which granted right of deposit. 

In Europe, the "Shot Heard Around the World" 
resulted in bringing about the French Revolution and 
even tually the rise of Napoleon. It encouraged people to 
rise up and change the old systems. 

In the French colony on the island of Santo Domingo, 
the slaves under the direction of Toussaint L' 
Ouverture revolted and killed many of their French 
masters. The new leader ruled the island's half million 
Blacks, over a thousand mulattos and a few whites who 
had not fled the island. He gloried in being called the 
"First of the Blacks" and the "Bonaparte of the 
Antilles." He maintained his allegiance to France but 
ruled as if they were independent. 

Napoleon perceived Santo Domingo as the keystone 
that had bound his entire colonial system together. He 
realized that he did not have enough troops to re
conquer the island and occupy Louisiana at the same 
time. Since Napoleon actually did not have possession 
of Louisiana, he chose to assert his power first on 
Santo Domingo. He sent an army of 30,000 men with 
General Le Clerc in command. Between December 1801 
and October 1802, the French army suffered 17,000 
battle casualties. In addition, yellow fever took more 
than 4,000 lives. Failure of the French army in Santo 
Domingo, combined with an ominous turn of events in 
Europe, helped force Napoleon to lose interest in a 
colonial empire. 

While waiting for victory in Santo Domingo, Napoleon 
prepared for the occupation of Louisiana. He appointed 
a military commander and civil administrators . Plans 
were made to organize the Native Americans as allies 
against the United States. However, all these plans had 
to wait until Spain completed the documents of cession. 
In October 1802, King Carlos IV signed the transfer. 

His reasons for the delay was that France had not 

transferred the duchy of Tuscany to Spain with the 
Prince of Palma on its throne. Carlos never did receive 
the promised province! The Spanish also had suspicions 
that both the British and the Americans would fight to 
prevent the transfer. The British feared that once the 
French had Louisiana, they would move to retake Canada. 

In the United States, Secretary of War Dearborn pre
pared for war with France. He strengthened troop 
concentrations on the frontier; he placed Fort Adams, 
located 38 miles south of Natchez on the Mississippi 
River, on alert. Two thousand American militiamen 
were also ready to move against New Orleans. 

To prevent the possibility of war with France, 
President Thomas Jefferson appointed Robert Livingston 
as Minister to France, with orders to buy New Orleans 
and West Florida. The minister worked hard trying to 
negotiate with Talleyrand, only to be stonewalled at 
every turn. The U.S. Congress had, in 1802, approved 
the expenditure of up to 10 million dollars for the 
purchase of the lands. 

To placate the westerners and the war hawks, 
Jefferson appointed James Monroe as Minister Pleni
potentiary. His job was to assist Livingston in the 
negotiations. The instructions were to negotiate "a 
cession to the United States of New Orleans and both 
West and East Florida, or as much as the proprietor 
can be prevailed to part with ... they could pay up to 50 
million Francs ($9,375,000) and could fix the boundary 
between the United States and the French possessions." 
If France refused to sell, the envoys were to seek an 
expanded right of deposit at New Orleans and similar 
rights at the mouth of other rivers emptying into the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Napoleon was aware of the problems he faced with 
both England and the United States ifhe occupied New 
Orleans. He wavered when his Minister of the Treasury 
reported that the treasury was empty and strongly 
urged Napoleon to "make a sacrifice of that which is 
about to slip away from us." His Admiral disagreed, 
"rather than give up, it would be better to have it taken 
away from us by force of arms. It does not become you 
to fear the King of England!" the discussion was 
terminated by Napoleon without revealing his decision . 

Early on 11 April 1803, Napoleon summoned his 
Minister of the Treasury, "Irresolution and delib
eration are no longer in season. I renounce Louisiana. 
It is not only New Orleans I will cede, it is the whole 
colony without reservation .. . . I renounce it with the 
greatest regret ... I direct you to negotiate this affair 
with the envoys of the United States. Do not even wait 
for the arrival of Mr. Monroe; have an interview this 
very day with Mr. Livingston, but I require a great deal 
of money for this war... .I want 50 million Francs, and 
for less than that sum I will not treat." Napoleon 
assumed that war with England was eminent and that 
England intended to capture New Orleans. He wanted 
the transaction completed before England could strike, 
and it would also keep Spain offhalance. 
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GULF OF M EX ICO 

The purchase of the Louisiana territory from France was vital to the interests of the United States. 

Later that day, Talleyrand invited Livingston to 
meet. He asked, "Would you wish to have the whole of 
Louisiana?" Livingston stalled. The meeting adjourned 
until the next day. After several more meetings, it was 
agreed that the United States would purchase Louisiana 
for 60 million Francs ($11,250,000) and assume payments 
of all American citizens claims against France 
($3,750,000). The sale did not include the Floridas. 

The United States was 8 million dollars in debt. The 
question of how to pay for Louisiana was solved by 
arranging to pay in bonds carrying an interest rate of 
6%, not to be redeemable for 15 years. The French, in 
turn, sold the bonds to a British and an Amsterdam 
bank for immediate cash. Six days later, England 
declared war on France for violation of the Treaty of 
Amiens. 

Napoleon is reported to have commented on the 
nature of the territorial expansion of the United States: 
"This accession of territory strengthens forever the 
power of the United States ; and I have just given 
England a maritime rival, that will sooner or later 
humble her pride." 

When word of the purchase reached Washington, 
President Thomas Jefferson was faced by a new 
dilemma. The Constitution of the United States has no 
clause concerning the acquisition of territory. He was a 
"strict constructionist"-if the constitution has no 
clause, then it was forbidden. After many various 
consultations, it was agreed that the fact that if it was 
in the form of a treaty and the Senate would ratify it, 
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then that would make it legal. He also faced another 
problem. Word had been received that Napoleon was 
having second thoughts. Spain was complaining that 
France did not own it and therefore could not sell it. 
Jefferson notified the Senate to speed up their ratifica
tion or we might lose Louisiana. The treaty was ratified 
by a vote of 24 to 7. 

Jefferson immediately began his plans for the explo
ration of this vast territory. He knew the eastern 
boundaries of Louisian,a. What of the southern 
boundary... did it include parts of Texas? Spain had no 
definite idea. It was not until the United States began 
the negotiation with Spain for the purchase of Florida 
in 1819 that the actual boundary line was drawn. 

The southern boundary of the lands purchased in 
1803 was officially drawn on the following landmarks: 
from the Gulf of Mexico it followed the Sabine River 
north to the 94 degree longitude, then west along the 
Red River to 100 degree longitude. Then north along 
this line to the Arkansas River. West to the 105th 

degree longitude, north on this line to the 42nd degree 
N latitude, and west to the crest of the Rockies. With 
the signing of the treaty of purchase of Florida, this 
line remained in effect until Texas declared her 
independence from Mexico in 1837. 

Note: All quotations are from The Affair ofLouisiana 
by Alexander Conte (New York: Charles Scribner & Sons, 
1976). 



Images of the Fort Lewis Inn 


This view of the Fort Lewis Inn was photographed from old Highway 99. The railroad tracks, which are still 
used, are clearly seen in the foreground. 

T he historic structure that is now home to the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum was built by the 
Salvation Army in 1918-1919. Since the symbol 

of the Salvation Army was a red shield, the building 
was appropriately named The Red Shield Inn. From 
its completion until 1921, the Salvation Army ran the 
inn as a guest house for visitors to Camp Lewis. 
However, as the soldiers mobilized for the First World 
War came home and were discharged, business at the 
inn fell dramatically. Since the Salvation Army ran the 
inn as a public and patriotic service, it became obvious 
that their efforts were better focused elsewhere. 

In 1921, the Salvation Army decided to donate the 
Red Shield Inn to the U.S. Army. The building was 
"sold" on a quit claim deed for the cost of one dollar. 
The Army immediately changed the name of the facility 
to the Camp Lewis Inn and used it as temporary 
housing for soldiers and their families. When the post 
became permanent in 1927, the name of the inn was 
changed to The Fort Lewis Inn to reflect the new 
status of the post. 
The photographs reproduced here were newly acquired 
by the Friends for the Museum collection. Friends 
Treasurer, Paul Knoop, located the photographs and 

The staffand management of the Fort Lewis Inn pose 
for a group photograph on the front steps of the inn. 

purchased them through an on-line internet auction. 
They are a welcome addition to our collection, since 
these images were not already in our archives. The 
photographs all date from the early 1940s era. 
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Two officers sign in at the guest desk. The combination 
safe behind the counter is still used by the museum staff. 
The lobby area now features rotating exhibits. 

Waitresses are instructed on the 
proper placement of eating utensils 
in the dining area of the inn. The 
dining area now houses the Fort 
Lewis Gallery. 

When the Army took over from the Salvation Army, 
they made some changes to the services provided at the 
inn. Here officers relax at the bar in the lounge of the 
inn. The Salvation Army did not allow alcoholic beverages 
to be served at the Red Shield Inn. 

A good view of the cooks working in the kitchen of the inn. This area is 
now used for artifact storage. 
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Museum Friend 

Authors Books on Napoleon 


O ur readers may be interested in two new 
books related to Napoleon Boneparte. Both 
books were authored by David Markham. 

Napoleon's Road to Glory is a wonderful biography 
of Napoleon which explores his life as a man, soldier, 
and emperor. Written in a flowing, easy to read style, 
the book is based on years of intensive study, which 
allows the reader to see Napoleon as a fully developed 
character on the world stage. 

Imperial Glory, the Bulletins of Napoleon's Grande 
Army, 1805-1814, translates and interprets the important 
"press releases" crafted and issued by Napoleon. The 
bulletins are a marvelous window OD- Napoleon, his 
Grande Army, and his extraordinary leadership. 

J. David Markham is a noted Napoleonic historian 
who has written and lectured extensively on Napoleon 
and his times. He is active in several international 
Napoleonic societies and has appeared on programs 
broadcast on the Learning, Discovery, and History 
channels. David is also a decorated veteran of the 
Vietnam War and presently resides in Olympia. 

Congratulations to David on two wonderful books! 
Napoleon Boneparte commands in the field. 

Membership 
Renew your membership now to continue 
receiving these benefits: 
• 	 Attendance at annual meetings and 

special programs 
• 	 10% discount on purchases at the 

Cannon Shop 
• 	 Four issues of the Banner 
• 	 Opportunities to serve the Association as 

an officer and/or volunteer 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

ANNUAL FEES 

Individual $ 10 
Family $ 15 
Sustaining $ 25 
Benefactor $ 50 
Life $100 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends, 
at the address shown to the right.) 


