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The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Board of Directors 

COL (Ret ) Ian Larson ....... .. ............ ......... ... .... .... .... .... .... ... President 

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan ............. ........ .... ............ ... Vice President 

COL (Ret) I sabelle Swartz .......... .... .... .... ..... .. .. ... .... .... ... .... Secretary 

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop .. ...... ............ .. ............... ....... ........... Treasurer 

Mrs. Marion Ball .. ......... .... ......... .. ...... .. ...... .. ... .. .. .... ........ ..... Member 

COL (Ret) Carroll Dickson .. .. .. ............................. .. .. .. ... .. ... ..Member 

COL (Ret) Jack M. Hertzog .. .............. .. ...... .. ...... .. .... .. ....... .. . Member 

COL (USAR, Ret) Patrick Powers ...... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..... .. ....... Member 

SGM (Ret) Clair Stairrett.. .. ................................... ..... .... .... . Member 


The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all mem
bers of The Friends of the Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be 
submitted to the Editor or left with the Curator of the Fort Lewis 
Museum. The Friends assume n o responsibility for unsol ici t ed 
manuscripts or other materials submitted for publication . 
Editor .. ....... : .. .. ... ... ....... ... ....... .... .. .. ......... ........ .. ... Alan Archambault 

President's Report 
As I write this, rain (much needed, admittedly) is 

falling, and the glorious summer days we enjoyed are 
but a wonderful memory. It is hard to believe that 
another Thanksgiving is around the corner, and right 
after that, the Christmas holidays, then another year 
begins. 

As we prepare to close out the year, I want to briefly 
report on the Museum's year from the perspective of 
the Friends. We have had an excellent year. Some 
highlights: The number of visitors to the Museum has 
not diminished, even with the more restrictive en
trance requirements to the post. If comments from the 
visitors (young and old, military and civilian, and 
foreign countries) are an indication of how the Museum 
is doing, then the Museum is doing very well indeed, 
for their comments about the galleries and exhibits are 
overwhelmingly positive. Speaking of visitors, Mrs . 
Vivian Soriano, wife of the Fort Lewis commanding 
general, visited the Museum in mid-November, spend
ing the better part of an afternoon. 

Income from Cannon Shop operations for the first 9 
months of 2002 was over $3,000 above the comparable 
period in 2001, allowing the Friends to continue sup
porting Museum operations as needed. 

A lift to the mezzanine was installed. We continue to 
work on Fort Lewis funding for an elevator to the 2nd 

floor, which would allow galleries to be opened on that 
floor. 

Alan Archambault likes to say that the Museum 
keeps alive the flame of Fort Lewis and Northwest 
military history. Besides the Museum itself, this year 
has seen another highly active outreach program. Alan, 
his staff, and on occasion, members of the Friends 
supported numerous unit activities, and provided talks 
and exhibits at school and community events both on 
Fort Lewis and off-post. 

I want to express, on behalf of the Friends, heartfelt 
thanks to Alan and his dedicated staff - Synthia Santos 
and Greg Hagge. You are the best! Grateful thanks 

also go to the volunteers who operate the Cannon 
Shop, especially Marion Ball, who is unexcelled in her 
commitment. And finally, thank you, dear Friends 
member, for your continuing support for the Museum 
and for what it does. 

May you and your loved ones enjoy the Peace and Joy 
of this holiday season in abundance, and may your new 
year be filled with many blessings. 

Ian Larson 

Curator's Report 
The year 2002 is rapidly passing into history, and it 

was a very busy and eventful year for the Fort Lewis 
Museum. 

The Museum staff conducted over 200 tours and 
programs reaching thousands of soldiers, both active 
duty and reserve, and their family members. We also 
served thousands of schoolchildren through tours of 
the galleries and programs presented to school assem
blies. Of course, thousands of other visitors from every 
walk oflife also visited the Museum to learn about Fort 
Lewis and the units that served here. 

Since the last report the Museum has provided 
exhibits for several important commemorations. In 
October we prepared an exhibit highlighting the contri
butions of Hispanic Americans in the military. This 
exhibit was featured in the Museum and was also set 
up at the American Lake Club for the official com
memoration. 

In November we set up a special exhibit on the military 
service of Native Americans. Again, this exhibit served 
double duty both in the Museum and at the club. Also 
in November, the Museum participated in a Veteran's 
Day program at Beechwood Elementary School on Fort 
Lewis. I spoke about the services and sacrifices of our 
soldiers while students, wearing reproduction uniforms, 
represented American soldiers from World War I to the 
present. Patriotic songs and presentations by the 
students rounded out the program. 

The year was also eventful in that major repairs were 
made to the front porch of the Museum and a lift was 
installed to enable handicapped visitors access to the 
Army Family Gallery . Both projects were major 
achievements in these tight economic times . As a 
result, the Museum is looking better than ever and 
ready to continue to serve the Fort Lewis community. 

I should also mention that the Museum continues to 
serve hundreds of researchers and family members 
seeking information on units and individuals related to 
Fort Lewis. Every effort is made by the staff to assist 
people in securing research information. Numerous 
letters, telephone calls, and E-mails have been received 
by the staff, thanking us for our assistance. 

The staff of the Fort Lewis Museum wishes each and 
every member of the Friends a Joyous Holiday Season. 

Alan Archambault 
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COAST DEFENSE SITES OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

By Greg Hagge 


The Pacific Northwest has been protected by coast artillery since the Civil War. In 1863, the 
mouth of the Columbia River was fortified with earth works to protect access to the port of 
Portland, Oregon. This remained the only defensive works until the recommendations of the 
Endicott Board (1886) were implemented locally in 1896. At this time, the Columbia River 
defenses were updated and up north, Puget Sound was defended with a massive construction 
program aimed at protecting the new Navy yard at Bremerton, as well as the recently 
expanding ports and cities of the lower Sound . 

New construction inc!uded what was then the cutting edge in heavy artillery and by 1911, a 
full set of searchlights, fire control buildings, torpedo defenses and other supporting structures 
completed the defensive systems. 

By the end of the First World War, these defensive armaments were decidedly obsolescent 
and it would be nearly twenty years before another national emergency would stimulate 
modernization and construction of new defensive structures. World War II brought sweeping 
changes. Powerful new weapons called for relocating these fortifications to more forward 
locations, west of Port Angeles and as far out as Cape Flattery. A new 6-inch battery at 
Partridge Point and three 90mm batteries would replace the older forts on Puget Sound. The 
extended range of the new 16-inch guns would close the Strait of Juan De Fuca near Port 
Angeles and overlap the Canadian defenses of Victoria. A joint command between Canada and 
the United States would be maintained throughout World War II. 

The accompanying map shows the locations of many Coast Defense sites around the Pacific 
Northwest and gives some idea of the number of fortifications that can be viewed today . 

FORT STEVENS. Established in 1863, the original earthwork was destroyed in 1941. The 
earth works have now been partly restored . Fort Stevens has three large batteries (la-inch 
disappearing guns), one 12-inch mortar battery and two smaller (6-inch and 3-inch guns) 
batteries and mine facilities. Additionally, Battery Russell (la-inch disappearing guns) to the 
south nearer the beach, was fired on by a Japanese submarine on 21 June 1942. Fort Stevens 
is the only U.S. Army post in the continental United States to be fired on by an enemy in 
wartime since the War of 1812. 
FORT CANBY. Also a Civil War site, the muzzle loading guns were positioned on the ridge top 

east from the Cape Disappointment Lighthouse. The second construction phase placed two 
batteries of 6-inch disappearing guns on the high bluffs. Later a 12-inch mortar battery was 
added. World War II construction added a new 6-inch gun battery and 90mm guns as well as 
new fire control and radar sites at Cape Disappointment, McKenzie Head and North Head. 
FORT COLUMBIA. A small post just up river from Fort Stevens, Fort Columbia covered the 
North Channel and protected the minefield . One 8-inch disappearing gun battery and two 
smaller batteries (6-inch and 3-inch guns) defended the minefield. Today there is a pair of 
World War II "intage 6-inch guns on display. 
NORTH COVE. During the First World War, Willapa Bay was defended with a temporary 
battery of 6-inch guns, emplaced near the old lighthouse and mounting blocks were built for 
four 12-inch mortars, which were held in reserve. During World War II, a battery of 155mm 
field guns were installed on Panama Mounts, widely used by the Coast Artillery. They 
consisted of a permanent concrete ring and pedestal. The field gun could be mounted on the 
pedestal and have a 360 degree traverse as well as a steady firing platform . 
GRAYLAND. Established in World War II, it is now Twin Harbors State Park. Early in 1942, a 
mobile gun battery was located here. It was also the site of the Anti-Aircraft firing range for 
units training at Fort Lewis. 
WESTPORT. Like North Cove, in the First World War a battery of 5-inch guns were relocated 
here. Another set of mortar mounting blocks were built, but not mounted, south of town. 
During World War II, two Navy guns were temporarily emplaced and two batteries of 155mm 
guns on Panama mounts were sited at locations in town . 
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POINT BROWN. In World War II there were four 6-inch guns emplaced where the Ocean 
Shores Marina is today. One gun block can be seen at low tide . Also a battery of 12-inch 
railway mortars were emplaced in the sand dunes. 
FORT HAYDEN. Spread around the Makah Indian Reservation, several fire control structures 
were built and the sites for the two 16-inch gun batteries and two 6-inch batteries were cleared 
and construction begun. This site was not completed before the end of World War II. 
CAMP HAYDEN. Camp Hayden was the modern replacement for all of the older Puget Sound 

fortifications . The 16-inch guns of Battery 131 were proof fired in 1944 . The 6-inch gun Battery 
249, Harbor Defense Command Post and a radar station were on Striped Peak. The extreme 
long range of the 16-inch guns required observing stations to be spread out for miles along the 
coast (noted as "Fn on the map) . To the east, two fire control stations and radar were at the 
Elwa River. To the west there were stations at Tongue Point, Agate Rock, Gettysburg Ranch, 
Majestic (with radar), Twin (very high) and Pillar Point. 
ELWA RIVER. Besides the fire control stations noted above, there were four 155mm field guns 
on Panama mounts. A small range finder station and several grenade magazines were built. 
The men were housed in the former Camp Angeles CCC buildings near by . 
PORT ANGELES. Battery "xn of the 52 nd CAC was deployed to an emergency site just west of 
town. The 8-inch railway guns were emplaced and remained there until the permanent 
armament of Camp Hayden was ready for service. 
CAPE GEORGE. Originally established as a CCC camp, Cape George was the site for four 
12-inch railway mortars. Two observing stations and a telephone switchboard room were built 
before World War II. No Guns were emplaced here . 
FORT WORDEN. Unusual for an Army post , Fort Worden is named for a Navy Admiral (John L. 
Worden of USS Monitor fame). The largest CAC fort in the Northwest, Ft. Worden boasts 
44 fixed guns from 3 to 12-inches in caliber. One of three forts on Admiralty Inlet, the 
com bined strength totaled over 100 guns bearing on the channel. Other associated sites for 
searchlights and fire control were located at Chetzemoka Park to the south, "West Secondaryn 
near North Beach, Tibbals Bluff and Middle Point to the west. Fort Worden was the 
headquarters for the Harbor Defenses of Puget Sound. 
FORT CASEY. Fort Casey has the only two major caliber disappearing guns on display in the 
United States (several still exist in the Philippines). There were three lO-inch batteries, two 
12-inch mortar batteries, two 6-inch and two 3-inch batteries. 
EBEY'S LANDING. Established in World War II, two 90mm guns were located here . 
FORT FLAGLER. The third leg of the triangle of fire defending Puget Sound, Fort Flagler was 
armed with three 10 and 12-inch gun batteries, one 12-inch mortar battery, and two 6 and 
3-inch batteries . 
FORT WARD. The last point of defense for the Bremerton Navy Yard, the primary weapon was 
the electrically controlled minefield. One 8-inch, one 5-inch and two 3-inch gun batteries 
closed the channel. Across Rich Passage is Manchester State Park, the first location of the 
mine casemate and storage facilities, were later moved to the north side of the channel. 
FORT WHITMEN. Goat Island is at the mouth of the Skagit River near La Conner. Fort 

Whitman was constructed to close the "back door n through Deception Pass and the Saratoga 
Passage. Also primarily a mine station, a single battery of 6-inch disappearing guns protected 
the minefield. The mine material and troops were stationed at Fort Worden . 
FORT EBEY. Established in World War II, Fort Ebey is named for a pioneer of Whidbey Island, 
murdered by natives. Battery 248 had two 6-inch guns . There were fire control stations at 
distant locations: north at Swantown, south at Fort Casey and west at Tibbals Bluff. 
DECEPTION PASS. Deception Pass is a waterway between Whidbey and Fidalgo Islands . The 
swift tidal currents could be navigated by small ships and torpedo boats . During World War II, 
a 90mm battery was sited here. 
VICTORIA, CANADA. The Canadian Naval Base at Esquimalt, near Victoria, was defended by 
several forts and separate batteries: Fort Rodd Hill, Macaulay Point, Signal Hill and Duntze 
Head. Further to the southwest are Albert Head, Mary Hill and Christopher Point. The guns 
ranged in size from 6-pounders to 9.2-inch. Many other temporary batteries and fire control 
stations dot the coastline . 



"When a Feller Needs a Friend" 


Drawn by Briggs of the New York Tribune for Trench and Camp 

Camp Lewis Trench & Camp, 1918 

The Fort Lewis Museum needs all the Friends it can get! Ifwe don't preserve our 
history for future generations, no one will. Please consider giving a membership as a 
holiday gift to a friend or family member. Annual Fees are: Individual: $10; Family: 
$15; Sustaining: $25; Benefactor: $50; Life: $100. Benefits include: 

• Attendance at annual meetings and special programs. 
• 10% discount on purchases at the Cannon Shop. 
• Four issues of the Banner. 
• Opportunities to serve the Association as an officer and/or volunteer. 
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The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
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