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Bird 's Eye View , Ca m p Lewis. 

A bird's eye view of Camp Lewis in 1917 depicts the new cantonment area. The illustrated border 
feature s doughboys in various training activities. 

D uring the busy summer months, the Cannon popular subject for post cards. Of course, the postcards 
Shop at the Fort Lewis Museum always sells were popular with the soldiers who sent thousands of 
numerous postcards to visitors. Therefore, the them to friends, sweethearts and family members. 

summer issue of the Banner is a good time to high Post cards from the World War I period were often 
light some vintage postcards from Fort Lewis' past. tinted in various colors to make them more life like. 

Postcards first gained popularity in America during Some cards depicted buildings and landmarks, 
the first years of the twentieth century. When Camp while others focused on the activities of the soldiers. 
Lewis was established in 1917, the post became a In some cases , postcards were sold in sets with a 
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President's Rep<?rt 
In hope all of you are enjoying the glorious Nb'rth

west summer we have been having. By our next brunch 
meeting, fall will have begun, school will have started, 
and the baseball season pennant races will be in the 
final days (Go Mariners!!). 

Fort Lewis has a new commander with the arrival of 
LTG Edward Soriano. We welcome the Soriano family 
and look forward to having them visit the Museum in 
the future. We also bid farewell to General James T. 
Hill and family as he leaves Fori Lewis to be new 
commander of Southern Command. We are grateful to 
General and Mrs. Hill for the strong support they 
gave the Museum during their stay here, and we wish 
the Hill family the best in their new assignment. 

Fort Lewis history continues to be made with the 
arrival of the Stryker vehicles for the transformation 
Brigades and their initial employment at the National 
Training Center. Perhaps the Stryker is destined for 
fame such as that associated with the Jeep and the 
Humvee. In due course, I'm certain there will be a 
future exhibit at the Museum that will highlight the 
"Transformation Era" now ongoing at Fort Lewis. 

News concerning the Museum is excellent. Visitor 
attendance has been great. The Museum continues to 
receive high marks from the visitors for the varied 
and excellent exhibits managed by curator Alan 
Archambault and his staff. 

Cannon Shop sales have also been great. Special 
thanks to volunteers Clair Stairrett, Marion Ball, Pat 
Powers, Mary Oestreich and to Diana Archambault, 
Alan's daughter, who most graciously volunteered to 
provide much-needed help for the summer. 

Our next Friend's brunch will be on 29 September 
2002 at the American Lake Club. For our program, 
LTC Frederick J. Gellert, a representative from the 
United States Army Training and Doctrine Command, 
will speak to us about the current Army Transforma
tion. It will be enlightening to hear first-hand what 
Transformation involves, and to compare what the 
new technology provides in capability that we didn't 

have during our time in the service. A soldier from the 
3'" Brigade, 2"" Infantry Division will also demonstrate 
the latest in equipment and weaponry issued to the 
two brigades training on Fort Lewis. Mark your calen
dars and plan to join us for an interesting meeting' 

Ian Larson 

Curator's Update 
It has been an extremely busy summer for the staff 

of the Fort Lewis Military Museum. In spite of 
heightened security, we have had many scheduled 
tours of veterans, summer day campers, and military 
personnel, as well as general tourists. Many days the 
museum has been filled to capacity with guests 
learning about the history and heritage of Fort Lewis 
and the U.S. Army. 

Two particularly rewarding activities revolved around 
the training of Army officers and non-commissioned 
officers. On 31 July I participated in a Lewis and 
Clark officer development program hosted by the 593'd 
Corps Support Group. The five units that compose the 
group all took various aspects of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition and made appropriate presentations, Some 
of the presentations were in the form of skits, while 
others were slide presentations, and even a mock 
court case. The museum supplied an exhibit featuring 
uniforms and equipment of the type used on the 
expedition. I also gave a presentatior. on the Corps of 
Discovery and Army life during the early 1800s. On 1 
August, the officers went to Fort Clatsop to view a site 
actually associated with the expedition. 

On 21 August the Museum hosted over 175 non
commissioned officers participating in a Professional 
Leadership Development Class (PLDC). I gave each 
group a program on the role of Army NCOs through 
history and urged them to learn about the history and 
heritage of the Army and their units. In this manner 
they can be more effective soldiers and better American 
citizens. A display of World War II era equipment was 
set up in the vehicle park. We had many positive 
comments on this program. As always, it was our 
pleasure to promote our wonderful Army heritage to 
our active duty soldiers. They are truly "the keepers of 
the flame." 

Alan Archambault 
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ML Ralnltr (rom Camp l.ewis_ 

The couer of a package of Camp Lewis postcards from World War I features Mount Rainier. 

THE .FOLK~AT (-lOM8 
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PfCTtlI2F:5. SEND THEM 

LET 'l'HEM. ~£E 
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Another couer for a folder of Camp Lewis postcards. This example features illustrations ofa 
doughboy and an army nurse. 
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"Chow " was an important 
part of a soldier's life, and this 
postcard features Camp Lewis 
doughboys being serued peanut 
butter. 

Over the years, many mili
tary postcards portrayed the 
humorous side of military life. 
Thi s card dat es from World 
War!. 

Ii's 8real 
to be a 
-fiShlinS 

This World War I era postcard 
features a u.s. Army motorcycle 
with sidecar and machine gun. 
Postcards of this type could be 
sold at all Army cantonments. 
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This view of the "new" enlisted 
barracks on Fort Lewis dates 
from the World War II era. The 
red brick buildings on the main 
post were built during the late 
1920s and early 1930s. 

The Main Gate, often called 
"Liberty Gate," has been the 
subject of numerous postcards 
through the years. The gate was 
built in 1917 as a gift to Camp 
Lewis from the workers who 
built the cantonment. This post
card dates from World War II. 

During World War II, Fort 
Lewis soldiers often conducted 
winter training in the Cascade 
Mountains. This postcard depicts 
"ski troopers" of the 81h Moun
tain Infantry Battalion in white 
winter battle dress. 
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A Hero Falls at Chantilly 

by Alan H. Archambault 

saac Ingalls Stevens was born in Andover, Massa
chusetts, on 25 March 1818. His family was of 
old New England Puritan stock, and Isaac dis

played a quick mind and determined spirit at an early 
age. Although Stevens was small in statue, growing to 
barely five feet in height, he did not allow that to limit 
him in any way. He worked hard on his father's farm 
and developed a sense of accomplishment and energetic 
activity that would remain with him throughout his life. 

In March 1835, Stevens was accepted as a cadet at 
the United States Military Aca,demy. Displaying his 
usual abilities of intelligence and hard work, Stevens 
graduated first in his West Point Class of 1839. As a 
new lieutenant in the Engineer Corps-, Stevens was 
assigned to Fort Adams in Newport, Rhode Islarid. 
This was a prized assignment, as Newport offered an 
active social life compared to many frontier assign
ments. Young Stevens soon fell in love with Margaret 
Hazard who hailed from a prominent and prosperous 
family. In September 1841, Isaac and Meg, as she was 
usually known, were married. In June 1842, their first 
child, Hazard, was born and Isaac was kept busy with 
his young family and his work on the coastal fortifica
tions throughout New England. 

By the time the Mexican War began in 1847, Isaac 
Stevens was an accomplished and respected Engineer 
officer. He served on the staff of Major General Winfield 
Scott and saw combat at the battles of Cerro Gordo, 
Churubusco, and Contreas. In the assault on the San 
Cosme Gate outside Mexico City, Stevens was wounded 
in the foot. The injury almost proved fatal when it 
became infected. Steven's service won him brevets 
(honorary ranks) to captain and major. Following the 
war he wrote a book entitled, Campaigns of the Rio 
Grande and of Mexico. 

In 1849, Stevens was appointed assistant to Alexander 
D. Bache, director of the Coast Survey. This position 

. gave Stevens the opportunity to move in high circles 
of government. By 1852, Stevens had become inter
ested in politics and supported future president 
Franklin Pierce. As a reward for his loyalty, Stevens 
was awarded the position of Governor of the Washington 
Territory. In 1853 he resigned his military commis
sion and headed west. En route Stevens also directed 
the important surveying of the proposed northern 
route of the transcontinental railroad. 

As the Washington Territory's first governor, Stevens 
was tireless in his efforts. He worked diligently to 
negotiate treaties with the many Indian tribes and 
establish an efficient government in the territory. 
However, Stevens was often impatient with both the 
Native Americans and the white settlers. Although he 
tried to be fair and honest in his policies, he won 

many enemies during his governorship. In 1855, despite 
his efforts to avoid conflict, war erupted between 
several Indian tribes and the settlers. Eventually, in 
1856, Stevens declared martial law in the Puget 
Sound region, earning him the wrath of his political 
opponents. In spite of this, Stevens won his territory's 
seat in the House of Representatives in 1856. Two 
years later he also won a reelection to the position. 

When the United States was plunged into civil war in 
1861, Stevens offered his services to the Union. In spite 
of the fact that his democratic leanings may have 
denied him a higher position, Stevens accepted the 
command of the 79 th New York Volunteer Infantry in 
August 1861. The regiment had been formed around a 
pre-war militia unit that wore Scottish Highland 
uniforms, including kilts. The unit had fought at First 
Bull Run on 21 July 1861 where it had been badly 
bloodied and its first colonel killed. The men expected to 
return to New York to recruit new men and vote for a 
new commander. When the men realized they were not 
returning home and a new commander had been 
appointed, they rebelled. Faced with mutiny, Stevens 
surrounded the camp with regular army troops, arrested 
the ringleaders, and took away their regimental colors. 

Although Stevens and the Highlanders got off to a 
rocky start, the men soon realized that he was an 
efficient, intelligent, and fair officer. It was not long 
before the regiment began to shape up into a disci
plined and well-drilled unit. By September the 79 th 

New York was ready to march into Virginia and had 
their colors returned to them. On 28 September, 
Stevens was promoted to brigadier general and given 
a brigade to command. Shortly thereafter, Stevens 
and his brigade were assigned to an expeditionary 
force headed for South Carolina. Stevens asked that 
his former unit, the 79th New York, be assigned to his 
brigade. General George McClellan denied the request, 
but he was over-ruled by President Abraham Lincoln. 

Although General Stevens felt the expedition to South 
Carolina was poorly conceived, he led his troops with 
skill. After the Union defeat at Secessionville, Stevens' 
command was transferred back to Virginia to serve in 
the IX Army Corps. 

At approximately 5 p.m. on 1 September 1862, near 
Chantilly, Virginia, the men of Steven's command fal
tered in the face of heavy Confederate fire. Steven's 
son, Hazard, who served as his aide, had already 
fallen wounded. A severe thunderstorm threatened as 
General Stevens saw his chance to rally his men when 
the fifth soldier to carry the regimental flag of the 79th 

New York Highlanders fell wounded. Stevens imme
diately picked up the flag and cried "Highlanders! My 
Highlanders! Follow your general!" As his men began 
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to rally, Stevens was struck in the head by a Confed
erate bullet and fell "with the flag of the republic in 
his dying grasp." At the same moment the thunder
storm broke overhead and rain began to fall, the wind 
blew, and lightning flashed. Inspired by their fallen 
leader, Steven's men rushed the Confederates and drove 
them from the woods. 

Isaac Stevens was carried from the field by his loyal 
Highlanders and eventually buried with full honors in 

Newport, Rhode Island, the home of his beloved wife. 
Following his gallant death, he was promoted to the 
rank of major general. 

Washington did not forget its first territorial gover
nor. When Washington held its celebration of state
hood in 1889, a great banner was unfurled in Olympia 
It proclaimed, in part: "Isaac 1. Stevens , first in the 
hearts of the People of Washington Territory." 
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Postcards 	 (co ntinued from page 1) 

patriotic cover. These sets were intended to give an 
overview of life at Camp Lewis. 

In 1927 Camp Lewis became a permanent installa
tion and its name was changed to Fort Lewis. Although 
some postcards were produced following the First 
World War, the next major period for postcard produc
tion was the begi nning of World War II. Once again, 
tens of thousands of soldier s were in the market to 
purchase items to send home to help describe their 
new Army life, and postcards were a simple and effec
tive way to communicate with loved ones. 
In addition to views of the fort and soldier activiti es, 

a number of humorous cards were also produced to 
amuse both the soldiers and the peopl e at home. 
Postcards could be readily purchased both at the post 
exchange and local retail establishments. Some were 
produced in color, but most of the photographic images 
were still printed in black and white. Literally miliions 
of postcards were sent from Fort Lewis during World 
War II. 

Although today postcards are not quite as popular as 
they were in years past, the Museum's Cannon Shop 
continues to offer an appropriate selection of F ort 
Lewis related postcards to our visitors. 

A World War [cartoon postcard 
from Camp Lewis 

NO, , tiAVENT"JoiNED THE 
~N'4HTS OF PYTHIAS 

THE k, P. STRNDS FOR hTl"t1iEt\f POLICE. 

Membership 
Renew your membership now to continue 
receiving these benefits: 
• 	 Attendance at annual meetings and 

special programs 
• 	 10 % discount on purchases at the 

Cannon Shop 
• 	 Four issues of the Banner 
• 	 Opportunities to serve the Association as 

an officer and/or volunteer 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Musewn 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

ANNUAL FEES 
Individua l $ 10 
Family $ 15 
Sustaining $ 25 
Benefactor $ 50 
Life $100 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends, 
at th e address shown to the right.) 


