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The Grand Army of the Republic in Tacoma 
By Synthia A. Santos 

I n 1866, Union veterans of the Civil War organized 
the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) and became 
a political and social force that would control the 

destiny of the nation for more than 60 years. 
They founded the GAR to commemoration dead 

comrades, and instituted the observance of Decoration 
Day in 1868. Known today as Memorial Day, it is 
more encompassing, honoring all American veterans 
who have passed on, regardless of era ~ 

Membership in the GAR was open to individuals 
who had served in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps or 
Revenue Cutter Service during the Civil War, thereby, 
limiting the life span of the GAR. The GAR was 

dissolved in 1956 following the death of its last 
member. 

GAR members engaged in a variety of activities to 
socialize, including fraternal meetings, post gather
ings, state and national encampments. GAR meetings 
were ritualistic and patterned after Masonic tradi
tions. Charity for needy comrades and widows was 
foremost in their support for one another. They raised 
funds through fees and donations to pay rents, buy 
food and cover medical and funeral expenses of needy 
veterans and widows. They were concerned for the 
plight of their fellow soldiers and started soldiers' 
homes to help indigent disabled veterans. 

(Continued on. page 3) 

Washington State Hist orical Society 

Civil War veterans of the GAR gather in Tacoma on Pacific Avenue across from Union Station circa 1910. 
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President's Report 
If you have stopped by the Muse~m recently, . you 

will have entered from the back courtyard because of 
the ongoing work to restore the front porch of the 
historic Red Shield Inn. The project will repair termite 
and other damage to the porch and the front facade of 
the building. The work is progressing well, although 
additional termite damage was discovered that was not 
previously noted. Even so, work should be completed 
by Memorial Day. We appreciate the efforts and support 
provided by the Fort Lewis Public Works in complet
ing this extensive and much needeaproject. 

The Cannon Shop has a new publication for sale 
that promises to be a best seller. It is a pictorial 
history of Fort Lewis titled Images of America - Fort 
Lewis," authored by our own Alan Archambault. Using 
photographs and sketches from the museum's archive~ 
Alan begins with Army activities in Washington in the 
19th and early 20th century, then chronicles the evolution 
of Fort Lewis from its establishment as Camp Lewis 
in 1917, its role over the year, to today's mission as a 
test bed for Army Transformation, as well as being a 
premier power projection platform for the Army. The 
photos and sketches truly give life to Fort Lewis' history, 
and make this a highly interesting book. Well done, 
Alan! 

The departure of LTG James T. Hill, I Corps and 
Fort Lewis Commander, has been officially announced 
General Hill has been nominated for promotion and 
assignment as commander of the Army's Southern 
Command. General and Mrs. Hill will be missed; we 
thank them for the strong support they have provided 
to the Museum during their tour at Fort Lewis, and 
wish them Godspeed as they depart for their new 
assignment. 

I would like to welcome SFC (Ret) Joseph Koczur, 
Sr. to the Friends Board of Directors. Joe will bring a 
lot of experience and enthusiasm to the board. COL 
(Ret) Jack Hertzog has stepped down from the Board 
after many years of dedicated service. Please join with 

me in sending Jack a big "thank you" for his dedicated 
service to the Friends. 

Please mark your calendars for 2 June, the date of 
the next Friends' Brunch. It will be held at the 
American Lake Club. Our program will feature a 
presentation on the Korean War by a long-time 
member of the Friends, Major General (Retired) John 
Hemphill. See you there! 

Ian Larson 

Curator's Report 
The last several have been busy and eventful ones 

for the staff of the Fort Lewis Military Museum. 
Our Museum Specialist, Greg Hagge, set up an area 

to photograph our entire artifact collection using the 
latest digital camera technology. This work progresses 
steadily. Our goal is to have the entire collection 
photographed, cataloged and entered into the Center 
of Military History computer system. 

Synthia Santos, our MuseumlHistory Assistant, has 
been hard at work collecting, editing, and formatting 
historical data for calendar year 2001, in order to 
prepare and publish the I Corps and Fort Lewis 
Annual Historical Reports. Although quite a difficult 
task, this yearly project is very important to capture 
and preserve the historical activities of Fort Lewis 
and I Corps for posterity and research. 
Our main article, on the Grand Army of the Republic, 

was prepared by Synthia while pursuing her college 
degrees. I learned a lot by reading her fine article and 
I think you will, too. Synthia had to do a lot of 
primary research to write this article, since there was 
little available on this subject locally. 

The Museum has supported a number of programs 
and activities on Fort Lewis since our last report. 
Special exhibits were prepared for Black History 
Month, Women's History ,Month, Military Spouse Day, 
and for several military units, including the 593d 
Corps Support Group. We are pleased to support any 
program that will bring our rich military heritage to 
the attention of our military communities. 

In support of the Association of the U.S. Army's local 
Korean War Commemorative Committee, the Museum 
has prepared several maps and graphics which will be 
used in upcoming professional development programs 
for Fort Lewis soldiers. 

As always, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all our Museum Friends for their continued 
support. Without you, the Museum could never achieve 
the success we now enjoy. 

Alan H. Archambault 
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The GAR in Tacoma 
(continued from page 1) 

The Civil War was the central 
event in the lives of most of the 
men who served in the armed 
forces. Many of them had never 
traveled more than a few miles 
beyond their homes, and the 
war took them to places they 
otherwise would not have seen, 
made them participants in 
great events, and often left them 
with scars that constantly re
minded them of how much they 
had sacrificed. During the post
war years, thousands of men · 
joined veterans' organizations 
such as the GAR in the North 
and the United Confederate 
Veterans (UCV) in the South. 
They revisit.ed the sites of their 
battles and fellow veterans' 
gravesites, raised monuments 
to commemorate their service, 
and in large numbers, wrote 
reminiscences about their part 
in the war. 

Locally, fellow veterans of the 
Tacoma GAR Custer Post No.6, 
Phil H . Sheridan Post No. 44, 
and Orting GAR Post No. 54 A Memorial Day postcard of the GAR 
were instrumental in support
ing the development of the city of Tacoma, Washington 
and Camp Lewis. Some of these key GAR members 
were William B. Blackwell, George Boardman, Job Carr, 
his two sons Anthony P. Carr and F . Howard Carr, 
Angelo Vance Fawcett, Chauncy W. Griggs, Obadiah 
Bennett Hayden, and John Wilson Sprague . The 
positions these men held in Tacoma and their contribu
tions to the community were significant and many are 
now interred in the Old Tacoma Cemetery, Oakwood 
Hill Cemetery GAR section, Orting Soldiers Home 
Cemetery and Retsil Soldiers Home. 

Washington Territory was still growing with migrat
ing easterners during the Civil War years, 1861 to 
1865. Popular opinion favored the North during the 
war. After the war ended, many veterans heeded Horace 
Greeley's New York Tribune articles about supporting 
the building of the transcontinental railroad and 
headed west. "Go West Young Man, Go West!" Railroad 
advertisements encouraged veterans to homestead on 
valuable timberlands newly opened by the "iron horse," 
and the expanding lumber industry offered great promise. 

The area that was to eventually encompass the City of 
Tacoma became a maze of homesteads. The tree
covered shoreline, which encircled Tacoma from Titlow 
Beach to the City Waterway, invited all who had an ax 

in their possession. Logging, 
lumber mills and the farms of 
the homesteaders were the 
first sources of income for 
Tacoma's residents. To the 
east was the Puyallup Indian 
Reservation; to the west was 
the Byrd Grist Mill at the 
mouth of Chambers Creek 
near the newly established 
town site of Steilacoom; and to 
the south were the roads that 
led from Fort Steilacoom into 
the Puyallup Valley. 

After the Northern Pacific 
Railroad began deliberations 
for a terminus site for its 
transcontinental line, settlers 
began to anticipate the possi
bility of a town. Old Town 
Tacoma settlement first began 
when Job Carr found his home
stead site on December 25, 
1864. Job Carr had been a 
private with Company I , 86th 

Indiana Volunteers, during the 
Civil War and was wounded 
in battle in his 40's. During 
the winter, Job Carr built his 
log cabin at what the Puyal
lup Indians called Chebaulip, 
and secured his Government 
patent for 168-3/4 acres. His 

family came out in 1865 and his sons, Anthony P. Carr 
and F. Howard Carr (both also Civil War veterans ), 
staked out claims of their own nearby. Job Carr was 
the first commander of the Tacoma GAR Custer Post 
No.6 in 1881, Tacoma's first postmaster, a notary public 
and at one time a justice of the peace. 
His son, Anthony Carr was a private with Company 

B, 19th Indiana Volunteers, and was wounded in battle 
at Jamesville and second Bull Run in August 1862. He 
was a member of the Tacoma GAR Custer Post #6, 
held several Old Town Tacoma plots, was one of the 
first photographers in Tacoma, first man to be 
married in the district on 20 May 1869, the first mail 
courier and sent Tacoma's first telegraph. He continued 
to be involved in Tacoma's city council in one way or 
another. 

Job Carr's younger son, Howard Carr, was only 15 
years old when he joined the 19 th Massachusetts 
Volunteers under the assumed name of John Jackson 
and ended up as an Andersonville Prisoner of War for 
six months. He was a member of the Tacoma GAR 
Custer Post No.6, held several Old Town plots early in 
Tacoma's development, was a Steilacoom hotel keeper, 
the first Tacoma Marshal, a city council member and 
engaged in real estate ventures. 
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Souvenir GAR canteen from the Fort Lewis Museum 
collection. The canteen was symbolic of the comrade
ship between GAR members. A favorite poem of Union 
veterans was 'We Drank From the Same Canteen." 

William Blackwell was a Civil War veteran with 
Company A, 26th New York Infantry, wounded at the 
Battle of Antietam and a member of.the Tacoma GAR 
Custer Post #6. Blackwell and his wife Alice were the 
first passengers to make the trip on the Northern 
Pacific Kalama line to Tacoma in November 1873, 
when the Northern Pacific Railroad retained them to 
manage the first hotel in New Tacoma. The popular 
Blackwell Hotel was located right on the wharf at Half 
Moon Bay next to the western terminus , until the 
opening of the elegant Tacoma Hotel in 1887, between 
Ninth and Tenth on A Street on the bluff above. The 
Blackwell's adopted niece Ruby recalled the Tacoma 
GAR Custer Post #6 sponsoring Memorial Day 
parades, a big 4th of July picnic at O'Neil's Grove 
(present ASARCO site), a couple of fairs, and the 
patriotic performance "The Old Flag" at the Alpha 
Opera House. 

Blackwell joined Bevet Major General Sprague in 
founding the Tacoma National Bank and served as 
vice-president until Sprague died. Then Blackwell 
became president. He was in the Territorial Legisla
ture during 1883-1884 and helped organize the Tacoma 
Board of Trade (later the Chamber of Commerce), and 
was a major stockholder in the old Tacoma Theatre 
and one of the street railways. The crash of May 1893 
closed Tacoma National Bank, and the Blackwells 
suddenly became penniless, but managed to keep their 
house . William Blackwell ended up as a manager of 
the Tacoma Hotel, continuing to give part of his pay to 
those who had lost money in his bank during the 
crash. 

George Boardman, a prominent member of the 
Tacoma GAR Custer Post No . 6 in 1901, became the 
first appointed trustee and president of the board for 
the Orting Washington Soldiers Home and Colony in 
1891 and was instrumental in raising money and 
promoting the Home . He is also listed in the 1892 
Tacoma City Directory as president of the Washington 
Building and Loan Association and an officer of the 
New England Loan and Trust Company. In 1892 he 
was elected to the Tacoma City Council. 

William H. Sickles was a Civil War Medal of Honor 
recipient from his service with Company B, 7th 
Wisconsin Infantry. In 1906, Sickles was Adjutant of 
the GAR Orting Post No . 54, and in 1914 he became 
the Commander. The origin of Sickles' Medal of Honor 
goes back to December 1861 , when Congress passed 
the first legislation on this decoration. Originally, only 
enlisted men were deemed eligible, but when the first 
medals were awarded , Congress also allowed the 
medal to be awarded to officers. 

Colonel Chauncy W. Griggs organized Company B, 
3d Minnesota Infantry Volunteers and would have 
been breveted general had he not been obliged to 
resign in 1863 due to sickness. Colonel Griggs was one 

Photo courtesy Melvin Carr 

Members of Job Carr's family pose by his monument 
in Old Tacoma Cemetery, circa 1887-1888. 
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of the best-known millionaire lumbermen of the 
Pacific Coast. Along with Henry Hewitt, Jr., Colonel 
Griggs obtained Northern Pacific Railroad contracts 
for the sale of some 80 thousand acres of land and 
timber in May 1888, near the city of Tacoma, and 
formed the St. Paul and Tacoma Lumber Company. 
The company conducted extensive foreign trade abroad 
and Colonel Griggs built up his name with energy, 
ability , and integrity . Colonel Griggs is listed as a 
GAR member with the Tacoma Phil H. Sheridan Post 
No. 44, on a 1 January 1891 roster. 

Major Obadiah Bennett Hayden organized Company 
D, 9th Indiana Cavalry on December 17, 1863, until he 
was discharged August 28, 1865. He came to Tacoma 
in 1888 and helped organize and became the president 
of the Citizens National Bank at 1342 Pacific Avenue, 
one of the first brick buildings in the city. He remained 
in banking until 1897, when he becap1e the Tacoma 
Postmaster, and in 1899 he became the manager of 
the Tacoma Land and Improvement Company, a 'sub
sidiary of the Northern Pacific Railrioad. Major Hayden 
was a member of Tacoma GAR Custer Post #6, and 
described by W. P. Bonney as a "genial and cultured 
gentleman ...he embodied many of the loftiest ideals of 
the ideal man." 

Photo courtesy Melvin Carr 

Job Carr (1815 - 1887) in 'a Civil War uniform. He 
served with Company I, 86'h Indiana Volunteers from 
1861-1864. 

Photo courtesy Tacoma Public Library 

John W. Sprague, Brevet Major General, Medal of 
Honor recipient, and first Mayor of Tacoma. 

Angelo Vance Fawcett enlisted in Company E, 7th 
Illinois Volunteers and was wounded at the Battle of 
Alton Pass, Georgia, late in the Civil War. He arrived 
in Tacoma on August 15, 1883, and is listed on the 1 
January 1891 Tacoma GAR Custer Post No.6, mem
bership roster. With his brother, he dabbled in real 
estate and the agricultural implement and seed 
businesses; Firm of Fawcett Brothers; President of 
Fawcett Wagon Company, Tacoma; President of 
Fawcett Brothers, North Yakima ; and President of 
Fawcett Brothers, Whatcom. In 1909-1911 he pushed 
for civic ventures including the Union Station, uth 
Street Bridge, Municipal Dock, Cushman Dam and 
Green River water system. Fawcett was the Mayor of 
Tacoma when he pressed the citizens of Pierce County 
to support the establishment of Camp Lewis in 1917. 
Fawcett is most remembered for serving four separate 
terms as Mayor of Tacoma, during 1896 to 1926, 
and enjoyed political squabbles so much that he 
once signed his own recall petition as mayor. He was 
also well known for his extensive charitable work. 
Fawcett Avenue and Fawcett Center for Year-Round 
Learning Elementary School are just two of the 
public places named for this esteemed Tacoman. 

Brevet Major General John W. Sprague was instru
mental with Tacoma pioneer and founder Job Carr in 
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forming the GAR Tacoma Custer Post #6 on 2 June 
1881, and is probably early Tacoma's most illustrious 
developer and supporter. When the Civil War broke 
out, he raised a company of the 7TJ> Ohio Infantry. He 
was captured in August 1861 on the Big Birch River 
in Virginia, held for five months, then escaped hanging 
by being traded in a prisoner exchange. As the Colonel 
of the 63d Ohio Volunteer Regiment in April 1862, he 
participated in the Battle of Island #10 and in the 
October 1862 Battle of Corinth, Mississippi. Sprague 
was awarded the Medal of Honor for the Battle of 
Decatur, Georgia, fought on July 22, 1864. During the 
battle he saved thousands of ordnance and supply 
wagons from capture. He _earned the rank of brigadier 
general on July 30, 1864, and joined in General 
Sherman's "March to the Sea" and northward through 
the Carolinas. . 

When Sprague came to Tacoma in April 1870, he 
was appointed as general superintendent of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad west of the Rockies, serving 
until 1883. In 1884 he was one of the organizers and 
president of the Tacoma National Bank, one of the 
owners and builders of the elaborate old Tacoma HoteL 
the old Tacoma Theatre, current Sprague Building at 
1501 Pacific Avenue, and various other enterprises. 
Sprague was also one of the original investors to 
establish the Tacoma Library Association, organized 
the Tacoma Gas and Light Company and the Wilkeson 
coal mine, headed a benevolent society to aid the poor, 
formed the local chapter of the Humane Society, first 
president of the Tacoma Chamber of Commerce and 
elected as the first Mayor of Tacoma on December 10, 
1883. Finally, the street that we know today as Sprague 
Avenue and the city of Sprague in Spokane Country 
were named for this remarkable individual. 

While many GAR members were in their 70's and 
older, they still showed their support for a significant 
military presence in the area by being present with 
Major General Greene, Camp Lewis Commander, during 
the May 17, 1918, dedication review ceremony of about 
10,000 Army soldiers at Camp Lewis. GAR member 
Angelo Vance Fawcett was the Mayor of Tacoma when 
he pressed the citizens of Pierce County to support the 
establishment of Camp Lewis. Camp Lewis went on to 
become Fort Lewis in 1927, contributing to the local 
economy by continuing as the largest employer in 

. close proximity to Tacoma. 
Historically, the presence of church and fraternal 

organizations has played an important role in the 
development of young towns by providing many social 
and charitable activities to the community . Many 
settlers had personal ties with the Civil War and its 
aftermath, and many of their grandparents were 
directly concerned with the Revolutionary War and the 
follow-up War of 1812. These citizens took fierce pride 
in their country and those who fought for it. The 
memory of the GAR veterans in Tacoma and the local 
area is not readily evident, and even the cemeteries 

where they are interred don't keep a separate listing 
of these valiant men. It was important to these 
veterans that their departed comrades were remem- . 
bered and respected by maintaining and visiting their 
grave sites during their lifetime, and they hoped that 
following generations would continue to remember 
them by caring for their final resting place and memory. 

On Saturday, April 29, 1905, the following poem 
appeared in The Tacoma Daily News to honor the 
members of the GAR. 

"The Grand Army of the Republic" 
By Elsie Florence Ray 

Day by day their ranks are thinning, one by one they 

disappear. 


And at each succeeding roll call, fewer voices answer, 

"Here!" 


Still their regiments are marching - many march with 

noiseless tread, 


And no bugles sound "assembly" in the bivouac of the 

dead. 


Glorious tales of gallant service echo still on every 

hand; 


Charge and siege and bitter hardship - comrades lost 

on sea and land. 


Now a reunited nation joins to bless the honored dead, 

Through forgetful of the living, who have likewise 


fought and bled. 

Hats are reverently lifted to the heroes lying here; 

Lift them to the living heroes - hail them all with 


cheer on cheer. 

Not for long will they be with us; soon each regiment 


will be 

Tented here beneath the blossoms of the land it 


helped to free. 

But today the drums are mumed and the flag at half


mast waves, 

Keeping green dead heroes' memories as the grass 


above their graves. 

Still another weary winter shrouded in the snow they 


lay; 

Now we bring them crowns and garlands of the 


loveliest blooms of May. 

Let them rest in honored slumber, while their praise, 


from shore to shore, 

Eighty million throats are swelling - we are free 


forevermore! 
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Friends of the Fort Lewis MiHtary Museum 

Generall MeIr1rn.bership Meeting 


Sunday~ June 2~ 2002 


Place: The American Lake Club 
Time: 1130 - 1215 Social Hour 

1215 - 1315 Brunch 
1315 - 1400 Program & Meeting 

Program: 

Our speaker for this meeting will be 
Major General (Ret) John A. Hemphill. 
His subject will be The Stalemate 
Phase of the Korean War. This pe
riod of the war was marked by hard 
fought battles for the rugged hills, val
leys and outposts in Korea. 

General Hemphill is a 1951 graduate 
of the Military Academy at West Point 
and served in Korea as a young in
fantry officer from 1952 to 1953. He 
later saw action in Vietnam. 

Please join us for an enjoyable program and show your support for our Museum. 
Return your reservation form and check by Friday, May 31 . Last minute reserva
tions may be made by calling COL Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this form to: COL (Ret) Paul Knoop, 1054 Berkeley, Fircrest, WA 98466 
Here is my check, payable to "The Friends" for the following: 

a._______ Reservations for the Brunch (cost: $15 each) 

b.______ Total Amount Enclosed. 

Name: _______________ 
Address _______________________ 



Our new photo history of 

Fort Lewis is now available 


Our new photographic history of Fort Lewis is 
now available from the Cannon Shop. The book, 
Images of America Fort Lewis, was compiled 

by our curator, Alan Archambault, and features over 
225 vintage photographs from the museum's archival 
collection. 

The story of the post, beginning with the Army's 
early presence in the Puget Sound region, is clearly 
and precisely told in 128 pages of graphics and text. 
Many of our Museum Friends will be sure to recognize 
familiar faces in many of the photographs. 

This great new volume in the Images of America 
series is priced at $19.99, but Museum Friends in good 
standing receive a ten percent discgunt on every 
purchase. This brings the price to $18.00 plus tax . 
Friends of the Museum who live out of state and 
would like to order through the mail may send the 
purchase price plus $2.00 for postage (book rate). 
Checks should be made payable to the Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Museum. All profits from the sale of this 
book go to the Friends of the Fort Lewis Military 
Museum and will provide much needed support for 
the museum. 

The Cannon Shop is open Wednesday through 
Sunday from 12 - 4 p.m. Call 96"7-452317207 for 
more information. 

Membership 2002 
Renew your membership now to continue 
receiving these benefits: 
• 	 Attendance at annual meetings and 

special programs 
• 	 10 % discount on purchases at the 

Cannon Shop 
• 	 Four issues of the Banner 

. • 	 Opportunities to serve the Association as 
an officer and/or volunteer 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

ANNUAL FEES 

Individual $ 10 
Family $ 15 
Sustaining $ 25 
Benefactor $ 50 
Life $100 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends, 
at the address shown to the right.) 


