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Military seruice ... (arm s the school 

o( the coming generation (or order, 

punctuality, cleanliness, obedience, 


and loyalty - qualities which will not 

be lost to productiue labor later. 


. uon Moltl?e 


D uri ng the night of 1 Augusf1935, truck loads 
of sleepy, tired, and travel-worn recruits from 
all over Washington tumbled out of the vehicle 

tailgates and stumbled into tents. They fell asleep as 
soon as they found a bunk. The next morning, 200 
tired and hungry "rookies" rolled out of their cots and 
took a look around at their new home. Thus, Camp Roy 

came to life on th e Fort Lewis military r ese rvation 
east of the main post containment area on the 13 th 

Division Prairie near where Muck Creek intersected 
the Price-Wagner and Goodacres roads. There was little 
to see a t Camp Roy at fir st. The camp started out as a 
row of tents on a dry , sunburned prairie. There was a 
partly constructed water tower, a group of partly con
structed barracks, and an unfinished mess hall. It was 
disappointing to the men who had expected a finished 
camp . How eve r, Camp Roy became one of the most 
beautiful in the Fort Lewis Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) District It eve ntually boasted an artistic stone 
gateway, blooming flowers, well-kept lawns, and unique 
tile walkways. (Continued on page 4) 

Members of the 2941" CCC Company at Camp Roy pose by the flagpole with their mascot. 
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President's Report 

I wish you a Happy New Year as we leave an unfor

gettable 2001 and embark on the third year of the 
millennium. 

Alan Archambault has assembled a Museum exhibit 
that highlights Fort Lewis reaction to the events of 
September 11th, 2002-including the flag that was 
flying over the Garrison on that day, a photo of Iron 
Mike wIth the flowers and messages of support, and 
other items that exemplify the resilient Fort Lewis 
and American spirit. 

For the Friends, the past year resulted in many 
positives. Although Alan was offered another position 
in the Army Museum system, he decided to remain as 
our Museum curator-great news for Fort Lewis and 
for the Fnends, because he is the best. The re
certification inspection of the Museum (done every 
five years) by the Army Center for Military History 
occurred, and was passed with flying colors, thanks to 
the great work by Alan and his staff. For the year, the 
Cannon Shop's gross sales were only slightly less (by 
about $200) than the year before, even with the more 
difficult access to the post. Profits from the sales 
enabled the Friends to provide $5,000 to support 
Museum activities. Action to begin long-needed repairs 
to the Museum's porch and roof were approved by the 
installation's Public Works, and should be completed 
by April 2002. 

The program for our next general meeting and 
brunch on 24 February is one you will want to attend. 
Alan will provide a highly interesting presentation on 
the British wars in Afghanistan during the nineteenth 
century; a chapter in the history of a country that has 
had many foreign invasions and occupations. We hope 
to see you there! 

Ian Larson 

The coming year promises to be an exciting one for 

the Fort Lewis military museum. As PreSIdent Ian 
Larson mentioned in his report, we are eagerly await
ing the refurbishment of otlr front porch and roof. The 
Red Shield Inn is an important landmark on Fort 
Lewis and in a very real sense is the most important 
"artifact" of the Museum. 

In March, we hope to have the first copIes of the 
new photographic history of Fort Lewis. Although the 
publIsher is based in Chicago, the actual printing is 
done in England. This book should not only be a good 
keepsake of a visit to Fort Lewis, but should also earn 
some revenue for the Cannon Shop, which in turn 
supports the museum and its programs. We plan to 
send out a flyer on the book when it is available. 

I would like to thank those of you who contacted us 
about our Christmas issue of the Banner. I hope that 
we can use color printing at least once a year in order 
to highlight appropriate articles in the Banner. I also 
urge any of you who have interesting memories of 
Fort Lewis or Army family life to contact me about 
developing some articles for the Banner. It is our goal 
to preserve the history of the soldiers and the Army 
families that have served our nation in both war and 
peace. With your support we can continue to capture 
some of these stories and images for future genera
tions of Americans. 

The terrible events of 11 September 2001 and our 
military efforts in Afghanistan has had one positive 
effect on our young visitors. When giving tours to 
school groups, we were often asked why we still had 
an Army? Now everyone is acutely aware that our 
military forces form the defensive line that protects 
our lives and liberties. This is something easy to take 
for granted in times of peace. 

Alan Archambault 
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The 761 st Tank Battalion 

Since February is African
American History Month, 
it is an appropriate time 

to highlight the inspiring story 
of the 761>t Tank Battalion. 

The 761" was a Tank Battalion 
comprised of African Americans. 
The unit was activated on 1 
April 1942 at Camp Claiborne, 
Louisiana, and consisted of 27 
officers and 313 enlisted men. 
After initial training, the 761" 
went to Fort Hood, Texas, in 
September 1943, for more exten
sive armor training. Unfortu
nately, some of the black troops 
were subjected to racial dis
crimination and were outraged 
to find that German prisoners 
of war were granted more rights 
then they were. 

However, the men of the 761" 
Mr. Navarre views the 76]" exhibit in the Fort Lewis Military Museum.decided to counter racism by 

becoming some of the best sol
diers the United States Army has produced. They Mr. Navarre, a resident of DuPont and a frequent 
quickly earned the nickname of the "Black Panthers" visitor to the Fort Lewis Museum, is featured in one of 
because of their fighting prowess and spirit. The the illustrations displayed in the Museum. In March 
motto of the 761" became "Come Out Fighting." 1945, Navarre was wounded in the hand and leg 

The 761" Tank Battalion arrived in England on 7 during an eight-day battle with the Germans. He 
September 1944 and on 16 October crossed the refused to be evacuated and stayed with his tank crew 
English Cannel and landed in France. During the which destroyed 29 German pill boxes and evacuated 
Battle of the Bulge, the 761" was instrumental in casualties under heavy enemy fire. For his actions, 
turning back the German offensive and fought in Mr. Navarre was initially awarded a Bronze Star and 
combat for 183 consecutive days. Purple Heart medals .. However, in 1997, he received a 

By the end of the war in Europe, the 761" had served long-overdo Silver Star fo~ gallantry. The medal was 
in four major campaigns: Ardennes-Alsace, Central presented to Mr. Navarre by LTG George Crocker, 
Europe, Northern France, and the Rhineland. Many of Commander of I Corps and Fort Lewis. 
the men of the unit had distinguished themselves in SFC King's illustrations of the 761" Tank Battalion are 
combat, earning the unit high praise. proudly displayed with the unit history and Presidential 

The exploits of the heroes of the 761" are high Unit Citation in the Fort Lewis Museum. Please take 
lighted in a special exhibit in the galleries of the Fort some time to view this fine exhibit. The Museum is open 
Lewis Museum. SFC Charles M. King, a talented Wednesday - Sunday, from 12 noon to 4 p.m. 
artist serving on active duty in the United States 
Army, decided to commemorate the unit in a series of 
detailed ink drawings. Working with surviving mem
bers of the 761st and consulting period photographs, 
SFC King created works of art which capture the 
spirit and courage of this courageous unit. 

Last year, Christopher P. Navarre Sr., a veteran of 
the 761" and retired Chief Warrant Officer, contacted 
the Fort Lewis Museum about displaying SFC King's 
historical artwork. Struck with the significance and 
quality of the work, the Museum consented to display 
the 761" Tank Battalion "Hall of Fame" in one of the 
prominent galleries. Christopher Navarre in 1945 
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CCC recruits read and write letters in the recreation room at Camp Roy. 

CCC at Fort Lewis (continued from page 1) 

Piles of lumber littered the ground. After breakfast 
and complaints of too much pepper in the hash brown 
potatoes, that was really just dust, the men were put 
to work finishing Camp Roy and making it a really 
fine show place camp of the Army's Ninth Corps Area . 
The men moved into the barracks in mid-August and 
then set up the stoves in the mess hall kitchen. On 17 
August the first regular meal was served in the mess 
hall. Mess kits were used initially and candles lit the 
tables until electricity appeared on 9 September. 
Sidewalks were constructed, lawns seeded, and later 
the flowerbeds planted. The 2941"t CCC Company at 
Camp Roy was in business under the command of First 
Lieutenant Lewis D. Morgan,* Reserve, 4th Inf., and 
camp superintendent Mr. C. R. Kellogg, both of whom 
had experience dating back to 1933 in running CCC 
camps. L.T. Morgan was called the "skipper" and he 
was admired for his effective supervision of the 
construction of Camp Roy and fair treatment of the 
men. Mr. Kellogg, or "CRK," was a well-liked father 
figure. Clyde Gasser, one of the construction foremen, 
was renowned for building lookout towers, including 
the 100-foot tower that was the signature construction 
project at the camp . Foreman Harold Vercoe led the 
landscapers at the camp, making it attractive in spite 
of its location on the barren 13th Division Prairie. 

The conservation work projects of the 294!St Com
pany began almost immediately and consisted of 

building truck and horse trails, carrying out roadside 
and general clean-up, and the construction of tele
phone lines, fire breaks, lookout towers , bridges, and a 
technical services building. Not the least of the work 
consisted of fighting forest fires , clearing fire break 
channels, improving standing forests, marking bounda
ries, surveying, road maintenance, and painting Fort 
Lewis reservation signs. The 2941 st Company at Camp 
Roy was typical of 54 CCC camps constructed in the 
Fort Lewis District at its peak in 1935. (The Fort 
Lewis District included the Puget Sound area of 
western Washington and extended east as far as the 
Columbia River.) The district was part of the federal 
government's system of 2650 CCC camps nation-wide 
that provided gainful employment to more than 
3,000,000 unemployed young men and veterans during 
the Great Depression of the 1930s . 

The Old Army has been described by some as pass
ing a sleepy, insular existence during the inter-war 
years between World Wars I and II. During the 1930s, 
the Army gave lie to rumors of being too idle. The 
United States was at peace, but a bitter economic 
depression ravaged the country. Times were tough 
and the government under President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's administration was determined to do things 
that would get the economy going again. Fort Lewis 
and the Old Army played an important part in the 
national recovery effort of the Pacific Northwest because 
they provided the command, control, and resources for 

(Continued next page) 
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the Fort Lewis CCC Distnct that was part of the larger 
na tional effort. 

The CCC was born of President-elect Roosevelt's idea 
for national conservation in late 1932. He planned to 
fight soil erosion and declining timber resources by 
using the unemployed of large urban areas. Called 
"Roosevelt's Tree Army ," "Soil Soldiers," and "Tree 
Troopers," the CCC was established in April 1933 by 
Congress under the Emergency Conservation Work Act. 
Roosevelt said that if granted emergency powers, he 
would have 250,000 men in camps by the end of July 
1933 . The Old Army made sure that goal was met. 
Within seven weeks , the Army put 310,000 CCC men 
into 1315 camps, a mobiliza tion more rapid and orderly 
than any in the Army's history. 

Logistics was an immediate problem for the CCC. 
The bulk of the unemployed young men were in the 
East, but the work projects were mostly in the West. 
The Army was the only agency that could make the 
program work. Mobilizing the nation's transport 
system , the Army moved thousands of CCC enrollees 
from induction centers to work camps . I t used its own 
regular officers, plus 9300 reserve officers not counted 
in the active Army strength, together with officers of 
the Coast Guard, Marine Corps, and Navy to command 
the CCC camps and companies. The Departments of 
Agriculture and Interior were responsible for plan
ning and organizing work to be performed in the 48 
states, Hawaii , Alas ka, Puerto Rico , and the Virgin 
Islands. The Department of Labor, using its state and 

LTC Lewis D Morgan, his wife Katherine and son 
Thomas at the Red Shield Inn during 1937. 

Recruit s raise the flag at Camp Roy. 

local relief offices, was responsible for selection and 
enrollment of the applicants. The Budget Director 
provided financial assistance and the Solicitor General 
and the Judge Advocate provided legal advice. Never 
before had there been a federal agency quite like the 
CCC. Robert Fechner, a union vice-president, was per
sonally selected by Roosevelt to run the organization. 
It was an experiment in top-level management designed 
to prevent bureaucratic red tape. In April 1934, after 
one year of operation, the CCC faced universal approval 
and praise in the country. Initially , the young men 
enrolled were unmarried, unemployed and between 
the ages of 18 and 23. Later, the ages were 17 to 25 
and then up to 28 with no age restriction for Spanish 
American and World War I veterans. The enlistment 
period was for six months with an opportunity to re
enlist for six-month increments up to maximum of two 
years of service. Each enrollee received $30 per month, 
of which $25 was sent home to his family (During this 
same period regular Army privates earned $21 per 
month.) This stimulated the national economy enor
mously during the Depression. The remaining $5 could 
be used at the camp canteen for personal items. The 
government provided room, board , clothing, and tools. 
The CCC boys, as they came to be called, worked a 40
hour week and followed the camp rules imposed by 
the Army. While serving in these camps, the men 
were taught new skills and could attend classe s to 
better their education. 

Considering the 13,600,000 unemployed in the United 
States in 1933, the CCC was a boon to the economy of 
the country. The CCC program lasted nine years and 
was only terminated in 1942 WIth the coming of World 
War II and full employment. During that period of time 
a total of 4,500 CCC camps (some were later consoli
dated or abandoned) were established. The aCCOffi

. plishments of the CCC are legendary, and many of the 
projects are still in force today. During its reign, the 
CCC helped 85,000 Native Americans, built 800 state 
parks, enabled thousands of youths to gain high school 
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diplomas, supervised work in the Nationa l Parks build
ing 3,470 fire towers, 7,622 dam s, 46,854 bridges, and 
arresting soil erosion on more tha n 20 ,000 acres. The 
CCC built over 126,000 miles of truck roads and trails , 
made 40,000 men literate, and taught thousands of 
CCC boys a life's trade. CCC boys even lost their lives 
in the performance of their duty. During a Labor Day 
hurricane in 1935 , 44 were killed , 238 missing, and 
106 injured in three camps in Florida. Twenty-nine 
los t their lives fighting fir es. 
At Camp Roy and the other camps, life se ttled into a 
military routine with work every day except Sunday. 
In the evenings and on Sundays the camps came to 
life as the men relaxed, had fun , and made new friend
ships. For most it was an inspiring time and a happy 
adventure . One building in every camp was a combi
nation dayroom, recreation center, and canteen/PX. In 
this building, amid the noise of ping-pong, card games, 
and Coca-Cola drinking, camaraderie and morale were 
fostered that re s ulted in lifelong friendships. The 
recreational facilities at Camp Roy were considered 
exemplary and, com bined with its proximity to the 
District Headquarters at Fort Lewis, it was a s how
place camp for visiting dignitaries. Camp Roy had its 
own band and orchestra. There was even a swimming 
pool at the camp, dug out of the side of Muck Creek, 
that rese mbled an old-fashioned "swimming hole." Those 
seeking feminine companionship enjoyed Saturday night 
hops in Roy. Organized sports were -an important part 
of the CCC camp life, and Camp Roy excelled at basket
ball and baseball. Boxing was also popular . The CCC 

boys competed against local high school te ams and 
communities , a nd other CCC camps. Camp Roy won 
the Nisqually Valley League Basketball Champion
ship in 1937 and finished second in the Fort Lewis 
Di s trict play-offs. Also in 1937, Camp Roy won the 
Fort Lewis District Baseball Championship. 

CCC camps were a microcosm of the depression-era 
Army. The CCC boys from Camp Roy represented every 
city and town in Washington. Most of the CCC officers, 
except the District commander and his executive officer, 
were reserve officers who served on six-month contracts 
just like the CCC enrollees. The accomplishments of 
Camp Roy were formidable. The CCC boys fought forest 
fires in Washington and Oregon, worked on fire hazard 
reduction and snag falling, conducted general cleanup 
of Fort Lewis and the adjoining rural areas, built 
truck roads and trails, did fence line and telephone 
line construction, and built forest fire lookout towers . 
In the process, a generation of young men became 
educated and served their country. It all paid off after 
Pearl Harbor. Examining the CCC is a nostalgic look 
at the service to the nation provided by the Old Army 
during the inter-war years. The discipline, selfless 
service, sacrifice, and experience gained in the CCC 
camps during the 1930s returned dividends that helped 
ensure victory over the enemy in 1945. 

*Note: Lieutenant Morgan, the author's father, returned to 
Fort Lewis twenty years later as a Colonel after having served 
during World War II with the NINTH Army in the European 
Theater of Operations, and was the Post Quartermaster. 

The 2941" Civilian Conservation Corps company at Camp Roy, circa 1937. 
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Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

General Membership Meeting 

Sunday~ February 24~ 2002 


Place: The American Lake Club 
Time: 1130 - 1215 Social Hour 

1215 - 1315 Brunch 
1315 - 1400 Program & Meeting 

Program: 

Our speaker for our first meeting of 
2002 will be Alan Archambault the cu
rator of the Fort Lewis Museum. His 
subject will be the British Military 
Campaigns in Mghanistan during the 
Nineteenth Century. The program is 
based on a research paper that Alan 
prepared for the I Corps Command 
Group. The military experiences of the 
British Army in Mghanistan is a fasci
nating story that has surprising signifi
cance to the volatile situation in that 
region today. 

Please join us for an enjoyable program and show your support for our Museum. 
Return your reservation form and check by Friday, February 22 . Last minute 
reservations may be made by calling COL Paul Knoop at (253) 223-8686. 

Return this form to: COL (Ret) Paul Knoop, 1054 Berkeley, Fircrest, WA 98466 
Here is my check, payable to "The Friends" for the following: 

a.______ Reservations for the Brunch (cost: $15 each) 

b.______ Total Amount Enclosed. 

Name: _______________ 
Ad~ess ________________________ 



I

The Legend of 

Fiddler's Green 


n the folklore of th e United States Army, 
Fiddle r 's Green is the special place where 
soldiers, who fall in the service of their 

country, go as a final reward. At Fiddler's Green 
soldiers relax unde r the shade trees and swap 
stories with th e ir comrades. The skies are 
always sunny, the grass fresh and green, and the 
streams run clear. Since the Revolutionary War, 
American soldiers have occupied a special place 
at Fiddler's Green, and they welcome new heroes 
who fall in all our nation's struggles to preserve 
freedom throughout the world. God always 
smiles on the soldiers who rest at Fiddler's 
Green. 

Presented £n memory of SFC Nathan Chapman 
with the deepest sympathy and respect 

from the Soldiers, Civilians, and Family · 
members ofFort Lewis, Washington. 

2002 

Membership 

Renew your membership now to continue 
receiving these benefits: 

• 	 Attendance at annual meetings and special 
programs 

• 	 1070 discount on purchases at the Cannon 
Shop 

• 	 Four issues of the Banner 
• 	 Opportunities to serve the Association as 

an officer and/or volunteer 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

ANNUAL FEES 
Individual $ 10 
Family $ 15 
Sustaining $ 25 
Benefactor $ 50 
Life $100 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends, 
at the address shown to the right.) 


