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President's Repo'rt 
Many changes have been caused by the horrible 

events of September 11 th 
, 2001. One of the positive 

changes has been the greatly increased interest in 
real heroes and heroines, not heroes of fiction or tele
vision and the movies, but men and women of real 
flesh and blood who stand out because of what they do 
or have done. While police and firemen have been in 
the spotlight and deservedly so, all those in profes
sions of service to one's fellow man, community, and 
country have become much more appreciated. 

Military museums playa role in fostering attention 
to military heroes. The museum exhibits, galleries 
and artifacts honor heroic men and women, many 
unidentified and unsung, and their deeds which con
tributed so much to our nation . Our military men and 
women are again called on to playa major role in the 
war on terrorism in which we are engaged, and some
day they and their exploits will be honored in museums 
like ours . 

AB the holidays approach, please consider the Cannon 
Shop as a source of gifts for your friends and family 
members. The Shop has a great selection of books and 
special items that would make great gifts. And while 
we are on the topic of the Cannon Shop, I ask you (or 
a friend you can persuade) to consider volunteering on 
a Saturday or Sunday afternoon from 1200 to 1600 
once a month, or even once every two months. If you 
have not done so and can fit in the few hours, try it 
you will find it to be a great experience interacting 
with the museum visitors, and knowing you are help
ing the Friends and the Museum . If you can help, 
please call Marion Ball at (253) 582-0893. 

We are planning the next brunch meeting of the 
Friends for February 2002. More information will be 
forthcoming in the next issue of The Banner. 

As you gather with friends and loved ones to enjoy 
the holidays, I wish you and yours the very best for a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Ian Larson 

Friends Membership Meeting 
Our last membership meeting was held on 7 

October at the American Lake Club on Fort Lewis. It 
was a well attended meeting and featured a wonderful 
speaker, excellent food, and warm friendship . 

Mr. Michael H. Jones, a Tacoma veterinarian with an 
interest in the Civil War, gave a superb presentation on 
the epic "Battle of the Ironclads." Mr. Jones discussed 
many interesting aspects on the development of the 
Monitor and the Merrimac (known as the Virginia to 
the South), which he illustrated with a great selection 
of slides. All our Friends in attendance thoroughly 
enjoyed this fine presentation. 

Our next Friends Membership Meeting is scheduled 
for 24 February 2002. Again, the location will be the 
American Lake Club. Our topic will be the British 
Military Operations in Afghanistan during the 19th 

Century. A flyer with details about the meeting will be 
included in the next issue of the Banner that you will 
receive in early February. Please mark your calendars 
and plan to join us for this meeting. 

Dedication of the Historian's Office 
To commemorate the service of the late I Corps 

Historian, Mr. Joe Huddleston , a ceremony was 
conducted at the October General Membership 
Meeting. During this program, the historian's office on 
the second floor of the museum was named to 
recognize Joe's contributions to Fort Lewis. Joe's wife, 
Nancy, as well as two of his daughters and his 
grandchildren were in attendance to honor his 
memory. 
A framed certificate was presented to the Huddleston 

family and the original was put on display by the door 
of the historical office. The certificate features a 
photograph of Joe and reads: "The Huddleston I Corps 
and Fort Lewis Historical Office, Dedicated to the 
Memory of Joe D. Huddleston, 1937-2001, Soldier
Historian-Craftsman. " 
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Forts, Camps, and Military Posts of Early Washington 

Military and civilian forts, camps, blockhouses, and posts played an important role in the 
history of early Washington. This map marks the general location of the most important 
sites in what is now Washington State. Originally, the Washington area was part of the 
Oregon Territory. In 1853, Washington became a separate territory and finally, in 1889, a 
state. This map focuses on the period prior to statehood, when Washington was truly a 
frontier and forts provided a focal point for soldiers, traders, and pioneers in the region. 
Another map will focus on the coastal fortifications that provided protection from foreign 
invaders in the late 1800s into the modern era. In order to provide perspective, several forts 
bordering Washington are depicted on the map. However, only those actually within the 
borders of the present state of Washington are described here. 

Fort Alden. Built by the Washington Territorial Volunteers in 1856 near Snoqualmie Falls. 

Alexander Blockhouse. Settlers built a two story blockhouse in 1855 on the John 

Alexander claim for protection from Indian attack. 

Fort Bellingham. A stockade fort was built by the US Army as a main military post on 

northern Puget Sound. It was active from 1856-1860 and was of great importance during the 

''Pig War" confrontation between the United States and Great Britain. 

Fort Bennett. This temporary field fortification was built by the Oregon Volunteers in 1855 

near the site of the Whitman Mission. It was named after Captain Charles Bennett who was 

killed fighting the Indians and was buried in the stockade. 

Fort Borst. The Oregon Volunteers built this blockhouse to protect the nearby Chehalis 

River crossing during the Yakima War of 1856. 

Fort Canby. The US. Army originally built this coastal fortification in 1864 as Fort Cape 

Disappointment. Later, it was named Fort Canby and served as a military post until 1950. 

Fort Cascades. This fort was built by the US. Army and actually consisted of three small 

fortifications that guarded the portage sites on the Cohunbia River. 

Fort Chambers. During the Indian War of 1855, the Chambers family built this blockhouse 

for protection. The blockhouse overlooked Lake Chambers near Olympia. 

Camp Chehalis. Built by the US Army on the eve of the Civil War, this camp was 

abandoned when the troops left to fight in the east. Located near the entrance to Grays 

Harbor. 

Fort Colvile. This important Hudson Bay Company post was built in 1826 ~nd named after 

an officer of the company. 

Fort Colville. The US. Army built this strategically located post fourteen miles east of the 

Hudson Bay trading post in 1859. Originally called Harney's Depot, the Army adopted the 

name ofthe trading post but managed to misspell it. It was active until 1882. 

Crockett Blockhouse. Built on the Crockett farm on Whidby Island in 1855 to provide 

protection from Indian attack. 

Davis Blockhouse. This blockhouse was built in 1855 and was one of the largest on 

Whidby Island. 

Fort Decatur. Also known as the Seattle Blockhouse, US. Marines manned this fort 

during the siege of Seattle. It was active in 1855-1856. 

Fort Duwamish. Built by Seattle area settlers in 1855 for protection from the Indians. 

Ebey Blockhouse. The Washington Territorial Volunteers built this fortification in 1855. 

English Camp. Built in 1860 to protect British rights to San Juan Island. Garrisoned until 

1872, when the decision was made to cede the island to the United States. 

Fort Hays. A cedar log blockhouse built in 1856 near Connell's Prairie by the Washington 

Territorial Volunteers. 

Fort Henderson. A blockhouse built by the Washington Territorial Volunteers in 1856. 

Fort Henness. Built by Mound Prairie settlers in 1855 and named for a militia captain. 
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Fort Kitsap. Located near Port Madison as a temporary fort in 1855 by the Washington 

Volunteers. 

Fort Lander. A blockhouse built in the Seattle area by the Washington Vohmteers in 1856. 

Fort Malikoff. In 1853, settlers built this small fort to protect a sawmill at Port Gamble. 

Fort Maloney. The US. Army built this blockhouse in 1855 near present day Puyallup. 

Fort Mason. A blockhouse built by pioneers in Port Townsend in 1855 for protection 

against Indian raids in the Puget Sound region. 

Fort Miller. Washington Vohmteers built this blockhouse and corral southeast of Olympia 

in 1856. It provided a base of opera tions for military actions against the Indians. 

Fort Naches. Built by the 9th US. Infantry as a base of operations in 1856. 

Fort Nisqually. A stockade fort built by the Hudson Bay Company in 1833 near Dupont. 

The post was active until it closed in 1869. 

Fort Nez Perces (Walla Walla). From 1818 to 1856 this fur trading post was operated for 

the Northwest Company. The trading post came to be known as Walla Walla . 

Fort Okanagon. This trading post was built in 1811 and operated until 1859. The post 

passed from the Pacific Fur Company to the Northwest Company and finally to the Hudson 

Bay Company. 

Olympia Stockade. Erected in 1853 by settlers to protect the town of Olympia. 

Camp Pickett. Established by the U.S. Army in 1859 on San Juan Island to protect 

American interests. Abandoned in 1872 after the island was ceded to the United States. 

Fort Simcoe. Established by the US. Army in 1856 and active until 1859. It featured wood 

frame and log buildings and four blockhouses. It is located near White Swan. 

Fort Slaughter. A regular Army post established in 1855 on the Muckleshoot Prairie. 

Fort Smalley. Built in 1856 by the Washington Vohmteers near north Bend. 

Spokane House. The Northwest Company operated this trading post from 1810 to 1813. 

Fort Spokane. Established by the Pacific Fur Company in 1812. 

Fort Spokane. A US. Army post active from 1882 to 1899. 

Fort Steilacoom. Established by the US. Army in 1849 as the strategic post in the Puget 

Sound region. Garrisoned until 1868. 

Fort Stevens. Built on the Yelm Prairie by the Washington Volunteers in 1856. There was 

also a Fort Stevens in Oregon which was established as a coastal fortification in 1865. 

Fort Taylor. Established by the US. Army to conduct the Indian Campaign of 1858. 

Fort Thomas. A blockhouse built by the US. Army in 1857. It was located on the south 

bank of the Green River. 

Fort Tilton. Washington Volunteers built and operated this blockhouse, near the 

Snoqualmie Falls, from 1855-1856. 

Fort Townsend. Established near Port Townsend in 1856 by the U.S. Army to protect the 

western part of Puget Sound. The fort was active until 1895. 

Fort Vancouver. The Hudson Bay Company established this trading post on the Columbia 

River in 1825. It was active until 1860 when the site was sold to the United States. 

Vancouver Barracks. Also known as Columbia Barracks and Fort Vancouver, this 

important fort was established by the US. Army in 1849. The post is still used by the US. 

Army Reserves. 

Fort Walla Walla. Three different US. Army posts were established in this area. The first 

was built in 1856. The second was active 1856-1858 and the third, 1858-1911. 

Fort Waters. This fort was built by Oregon Volunteers in 1848, following the massacre at 

the Whitman Mission. 

Fort Yakima Valley. A blockhouse and storehouses were built by the Washington 

Volunteers in 1856 to protect the Yakima Valley. 




Museum Update 


T he year 2001 was an eventful one both for the 
nation and the Fort Lewis Military Museum. 
The terrorist attacks on the Pentagon and the 

World Trade Towers were terrible reminders of the 
threats to our freedom that exist in the world today. 
The patriotic and determined response of the American 
people has been a positive note in this tragic time. 

Now is also the time that the nation will come to see 
the importance of having a well-trained and equipped 
military to serve in defense of our freedom and 
security. I am confident that the dedicated men and 
women of our Armed Forces will make the United 
States proud in the days ahead and will accomplish any 
mission with skill, courage, and efficiency. 

On the museum front, 2001 was a year' to remember. 
The first few months of the year were spent in prepara
tion for our recertification inspection. In March, a team 
representing the U.S. Army Center of Military History 
made a thorough inspection of the museum and our 
operations. The inspection focused on all aspects of the 
museum, including collections management, security, 
educational programs, publications, and exhibits. 
Several months later we were informed that we passed 
the inspection and will receive our certificate at the 
next Army Training Course, scheduledSor New Orleans 
in September 2002. . 

In May, I participated in a Military History Work
shop held in Atlanta. My task was to make a presenta
tion on how the Fort Lewis Museum uses its publica
tions, like the Banner and post newspaper, to promote 
military history. 

The spring and summer months were busy as well 
with many groups of students and the general public 
visiting our galleries. In September, Clair Stairrett and 
I attended the Army Training course in Quebec City, 
Canada. This was a joint U.S . Army and Military 
Museums of Canada training course. I represented the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum, while Clair represented 
the Friends of the Fort Lewis Museum. We had a great 
time, and both Clair and I had the opportunity to meet 
and interact with other museum professionals from 
both the United States and Canada. As part of the 
training course, we also visited some very historical 
sites, including the battlefield on the Plains of 
Abraham, the Citadel, The Quebec Naval Museum, and 
the Museum of Quebec. All in all, it was a great 
experience. 

I took several days of vacation time after the training 
course and visited my family in Rhode Island. I had the 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate my mother's 93rd 

birthday with my mother, two brothers and a sister. 
However, we were all shocked when the terrorist 
attacks occurred on 11 September. In spite of these 
barbaric and senseless attacks, we took comfort in the 
fact that our nation came together in a show of support 

for our leaders, military forces, and firefighters and 
policemen. That was truly inspiring. My mother 
recalled the support for the First World War, when as a 
ten year old girl, she and her brother had their 
photographs taken to commemorate the signing of the 
Armistice in 1918. She was dressed as an Army nurse 
and he was dressed as a Doughboy . This kind of 
patriotic gesture and show of support is reflective of 
the American spirit which is alive and flourishing 
today. 

Although my airline flight was delayed several days, I 
was able to return to Washington without any major 
inconvenience. In spite of increased security on Fort 
Lewis, we continue to host many visitors from both the 
military and civilian communities. Perhaps because of 
the many Army reservists on post, we find that 
attendance has not significantly decreased. 

Over the past year we have added several historically 
significant items to our collection . In addition to some 
wonderful photographs and graphics, we have added 
several valuable weapons, a Korean "A" style pack 
frame, and a bell from a World War II era Fort Lewis 
Chapel. 

We have answered hundreds of historical inquiries. 
The inquiries came from many sources, including the 
Fort Lewis command group, tenant military units, 
veterans, students, and historical and genealogical 
researchers. I also provided a historical report on the 
British Military Operations in Afghanistan to Brigadier 
General Brandenburg, the Commanding General for 
Training on Fort Lewis. 

I have recently learned that our work request to 
repair and improve the front porch of the museum has 
been approved for the coming year. Presently, work is 
expected to begin early next year . This work is 
essential to the preservation of the historic "Red Shield 
Inn." 

Finally, I have just completed work on a photo
graphic history of Fort Lewis that is scheduled to be 
published by Arcadia Publishing in the Spring of 2002. 
This compact history will be available through the 
Cannon Shop, and all royalties and profits generated by 
sales of the book will go directly to the Friends of the 
Museum and be used for the improvement of our 
museum galleries. 

Alan Archambault 
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Christmas at the Cannon Shop 


Onee again, the Christmas Season 
is here and it is time to remind 
our museum Friends that the 

Cannon Shop is a great place to pur
chase gifts for the patriotic or histori
cally minded person on your shipping 
list. We have a varied selection of gift 
items, including model cannons, tanks, 
and airplanes. The shop also offers a 
selection of T-shirts, baseball caps, and 
tote bags with Fort Lewis and U.S. 
Army motifs. 

For the students of military history, the 
Cannon shop has a number of hard to 
find publications related to the history 
of the United States Army and the 
various conflicts in which it was 
engaged. For the true history buff, we 
also carry a number of titles related 

The Fort Lewis Military Museum houses the Cannon Shop, and hasto historic firearms, uniforms, and 
many gifts available for your holiday shopping. equipment. 

Our younger visitors are not for
gotten, and the Cannon Shop has a fascinating The Cannon Shop is open Wednesday-Sunday from 
selection of plastic models, pencil sharpeners, and noon to 4 p.m. 
coloring books related to military history. For more information call: (253) 967-4523 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 


