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Love and Romance 
Fort Lewis Style 

I n honor of Valentine's 
Day we offer this photo
graph of a Fort Lewis 

soldier and his bride to 
remind our Friends that 
romance has flourished at 
Fort Lewis in times of both 
war a'nd peace. 

The photograph is taken 
from the March 1943 edition 
of The Sentinel, which was 
the official news magazine 
for Fort Lewis. 

The happy couple is iden
tified as Lieutenant William 
L. Ramsden, the Corps of 
Military Police Judo instruc
tor on Fort Lewis, and his 
bride Kathryn Fry, a native 
of New Hampshire. They 
were married at the main 
Post Chapel in a ceremony 
that was attended by the 
entire military police com
pany. The couple passed 
under an arch formed by 
crossed Thompson sub
machine guns carried by 
members of Lieutenant 
Ramsden's military police 
company. 

In keeping with the spirit 
of Valentine's Day it is 
hoped that Lieutenant and 
Mrs. Ramsden had a long 
and happy marriage. 
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President's Report 
The expression "time flies" seems particularly 

applicable to 2000. Doesn't it feel as if all the Y2K 
hullabaloo was only yesterday? 

For many of us, making resolutions is common as we 
start the new year. I have two resolutions associated 
with the museum: To make the Fort Lewis community 
more aware of the museum; and to increase member
ship in the Friends. 

I invite you to assist by adding the following to your 
new year resolutions (if you're not-into resolutions, 
make it a part of your "to-do list"). In 2001, recruit 
ONE new member for the Friends. Talk to your 
Friends; invite them to come and visit the museum, a 
veritable treasure in their midst. If we each recruited 
just one member, we'd double our membership. 

Thank you for the support of the Friends. I look 
forward to seeing you at our first general membership 
meeting of the year on February 25 lh 
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Ian Larson 
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Map to American Lake Club 

THE FORT LEWIS MILITARY MUSEUM 


Curator's Update 
Here we are at the dawn of a new year and also, in 

spite of last year's misguided hype, a new millennium. 
This year promises to be an eventful one for the Fort 
Lewis Museum. In March we will undergo our 
Recertification Inspection by the U.s. Army Center of 
Military History. The inspections are conducted every 
five years in order to ensure that Army museums 
meet the minim urn standards necessary to success
fully manage such an institution and its collections. 
Since the inspectors are fellow museum colleagues, we 
are looking forward to "putting our best foot forward" 
and showing them how we serve the Army, our 
soldiers, and relay the Fort Lewis story to our military 
and civilian communities. 

Our other big project involves a proposed "facelift" to 
the museum exterior. It has been almost a decade 
since we had major work on the exterior of the old Red 
Shield Inn and it is about time for some repairs and 
preventive maintenance. We have been working with 
the nice people at Public Works, and they are very 
supportive and interested in the project. 

As you may know, the Red Shield Inn building is on 
the National Register of Historic Places and is a 
known landmark of For.t Lewis. Therefore, it is 
imperative that we take every measure to ensure the 
preservation and security of the structure. 

My staff and I also have plans for a number of 
special exhibits as well as continually upgrading 
existing exhibits as time and resources allow. I hope 
all our Friends have the opportunity to visit us in the 
coming year and see our improvements. 

Alan Archambault 

Directions to American Lake Club 

From Interstate 5, Take exit 120 and follow the 
signs to North Fort Lewis. Follow 41" Div. Rd to the 
first traffic light and make a right hand turn at the 
light. Continue to bear right (NCO Beach Road) 
following the signs to the American Lake Club. You 
will pass the Army Recreational Campgrounds and 
NW Adventure Center just before you reach the 
American Lake Club. 
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Remembering their Sacrifice 

The Second Infantry Division in the Korean War 


Part 1 

A the end of the Second World War, the Second 
Infantry Division returned to the United 
States after heroic service in the European 

Theater of Operations. Initially, the division was 
posted to Camp Swift, Texas, but in 1947 the 
Indianhead Division received orders to transfer its 
colors to Fort Lewis, Washington. 

The Second Division was welcomed to Fort Lewis 
with much fanfare and celebration . There were 
parades, sporting events and even beauty contests to 
commemorate the division's arrival. However, before 
long the Second Division began a rigorous program of 
training that included exercises and maneuvers that 
took the soldiers to Alaska and Hawaii. 

On 8 July 1950, only fifteen days after the armies of 
North Korean invaded South Korea, the Second 
Division was alerted to prepare to deploy to action. 
Within two weeks the first elements of the division 
were ready and put to sea from ports in Olympia and 
Tacoma. 

The 9th Regimental Combat Team was the first unit 
of the division to arrive in Pusan on 31 July 1950. 
This unit was also the first combat organization to 
arrive in Korea directly from the United States. 

The rest of the division followed on the heels of the 
9th Regiment, and by 20 August the entire division 
was deployed in Korea. Unfortunately, the men of the 
Second Division were rushed off to the front as soon 
as they arrived in order to defend the Pusan 
Perimeter, which was under attack by the Communist 
North Korean forces. 

On 24 August the division was able to consolidate 
and take up defensive positions along the Naktong 
River Line. After seven days on the line, the Second 
Division was attacked by four North Korean Infantry 
Divisions and two Armored divisions. The attacks 
drove a five mile wedge into the American lines, and 
four of the Second Division's battalions were cut off. 
The division immediately took up new positions 
around the towns of Yongson and Changnyong and 
began a desperate "stand or die" defense. Clerks, 
musicians, orderlies and other rear echelon personnel 
took up weapons and joined the battle as infantrymen. 

The North Koreans threw wave after wave of 
desperate attackers at the Second Division's battle 
lines, losing thousands of troops. After three days and 
nights of savage combat, the Second Division 
counterattacked and forced the enemy back from the 
vital Yongson-Changnyong Road and set up a new 
defensive line east of the Naktong River. During the 
next few weeks the men of the division seized various 

key terrain features and repulsed several minor North 
Korean attacks. , 

On 15 September, under General MacArthur, the 
First Marine Division and the 7th Infantry Division 
made the brilliant landing at Inchon. At the same 
time, the Second Division and the Eighth Army 
launched an offensive to break out of the Pusan 
Perimeter. After initial strong enemy resistance, the 
North Koreans finally broke and retreated north in 
confusion . Behind them they left tens of thousands of 
casualties as well as tons of equipment and weapons. 
By the end of September all organized Communist 
resistance in South Korea had ended. 

The Second Division, spearheaded by a special "Task 
Force Indianhead" became the first United Nations 
force to enter the North Korean capitol of Pyongyang. 
In October the division had a short time for refitting 
and rest before they prepared once again to take the 
offensive. 

In November the Second Division reached north to 
the Chongchon River. However, on the fateful night of 
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26-27 November, the Chinese forces entered the war 
with tens of thousands of troops swarming over the 
Yalu River. As a result of the fury and surprise of the 
Chinese attack, the Second Division was cut off from 
the rest of the Eighth Army at Kuni-ri. The fighting 
was furious and the weather bone numbing cold as 
the Second Division soldiers once again fought for 
survival. Even the division commander, Major 
General Laurence B. Kaiser, shouldered a rifle and 
fired at the enemy. 

Finally, after running the bloody gauntlet and 
inflicting thousands of casualties on the Chinese 
forces , the Second Division was able to break out of 
the trap and rejoin the rest of the Eighth Army. 

In early January 1951, after a short lull in the 
fighting, the Chinese launched a renewed offensive 
with 18 full combat divisions. The Chinese recaptured 
the capitol city of Seoul and drove the United Nations 
forces south to a line extending from PyongtaBk 
northeast to Wonju. 

Battle of Chipyong-ni 

The Second Division was positioned on the right 
flank of the UN line at Wonju when, on 14 February, 
the Communist Chinese attacked with all their fury. 
From Wonju to Chipyong-ni, the Second Division, 
along with its attached French and Netherlands 
battalions, repulsed the Chinese attacks with courage 
and sacrifice. After three bloody days of combat, the 
Communists found they could not break through the 
ranks of the Second Division. For the first time in the 
war, the Chinese had been stopped dead in their 
tracks . The Second Division then launched a 
counterattack that inflicted even more casualties on 
the Chinese troops. 

Following the Second Division's victory at Wonju, 
the Ejghth Army began a slow, calculated advance 
northward aimed at not just retaking ground but 
eliminating the Communist forces. On 16 May, the 
desperate Communists launched an attack designed 
to destroy the despised Second Division. The riflemen 
and artillerymen of the "Second to None" Division 
inflicted tremendous casualties on the attacking Reds, 
and their disheartened commanders began to order a 
withdrawal on 22 May. At this crucial point, the 
Second Division launched a crushing counterattack 
which took the enemy completely off guard. Tens of 
thousands of Communist Chinese were killed, 
wounded, or captured in what has become known as 
the "May Massacre." 

For the Second Infantry Division's courageous 
conduct in defeating an overwhelming Communist 
Offensive, the division was awarded the Presidential 
Unit Citation, the highest decoration the United 
States can bestow on a combat unit. 

(To be continued next issue.) 
Chinese Infantryman, 1951 
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2nd Division Troops from Fort Lewis 
Land in Korea 

Editor's Note: In our efforts to honor the veterans of 
the Korean War, these articles have been extracted 
from newspaper articles written at the time. 

Second Division Men Confident but not 
Cocky as they Prepare for Battle 

By TOM LAMBERT 

SOMEWHERE IN KOREA, July 31 1950 - Associated 
Press Report 

Tank-equipped elements of the U . S. Second 
Infantry Division landed at a South Korean port 
today, fresh and ready for the fight against the North 
Korean communist invaders. 

How much of the division had arrived was withheld 
for security reasons. The landing place was identified 
only as a big busy port in South Korea. This could 
only be Pusan, but security considerations prevented 
naming it. 

The new troops were the first to arrive in Korea 
direct from the United States . They included men 
from Texas, California, Georgia, New York, Indiana, 
Oklahoma, Vermont, Illinois, and other states-a 
representative American Army division. There was a 
sprinkling of combat experienced veterans of World 
War II. 

They walked ashore without incident. The World 
War II veterans among the new arrivals faced 
imminent entry into battle calmly , but not with 
cockiness of some of the youngsters who have yet to 
face the realities of war. 

The unloading was continuous throughout the 
night, with tanks and artillery coming ashore under 
bright dockside lights and the glow of a pale yellow 
moon. 

The newcomers , dressed in combat fatigues, were 
not impressed with the little they have seen of Korea. 
The first strange odors left them cold. Many wondered 
why some dockworkers of obvious military age were 
not in the South Korean armed forces . 

The troops were impressed but not dejected at the 
sight of American battle casualties being loaded 
aboard one huge transport. 

Ask About Atrocities 
Several asked for confirmation of stories about 

North Korean atrocities on American soldiers . Pfc. AI 
Bellmore of Detroit announced to anyone who cared to 
listen: "The best battery of the war-ours-has 
arrived ." But he wanted to know how the North 
Koreans fought and how they qualified as soldiers. So 
did Lt. Isidor Valdez of Lawton , Okla., a European 
Theater veteran, and Lts. George Kopscick of Gary , 
Ind ., and Robert E. Sherman of Saranac Lake, N. Y. 

Pfc. Joseph Safford of Burlington, Vt., said the 
soldiers had been briefed aboard ship on the fast 
voyage here from the United States "on what was 
going on here and what to look forward to ." 

Pfc. Myron P . Ryan of Van Nuys, Calif., and Pvt. 
Lorey Parker of Atlanta, Ga., nodded. 

Morale High 
The morale of the soldiers interviewed at dockside 

seemed high. Sgt. James M. Black of Teague, Tex ., 
veteran of the Normandy campaign, said, "We've been 
waiting for the chance" ... to meet the Reds, which he 
undoubtedly will do shortly. A big, tall Texan, 
stripped bare to the waist as he cleaned his rifle, 
suggested with Texan loyalty that the United States 
should have sent the Texas Rangers here to handle 
the situation. "Now it may take us a couple of days," 
he remarked with what may be regarded as consider
able optimism. The Texan wore a "hogleg" revolver 
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holster slung low on his right hip. His armament 
included a tomahawk. 

Cpl. Raymond Godsey of Nacogdoches, Tex., 
heading for his first battle, said troops of his unit 
"Feel like I do, in pretty high spirits." 

"I tell you," chimed in Pvt. Donald Emond of 
Chicago, "we've got a bunch of crazy guys. Crazy guys 
are good for morale." Many soldiers unrolled their 
blankets and went to sleep immediately in a ware
house in this port city. 

An Army field range glowed with blue light in one 
such temporary billet, and cooks ladled out coffee to 
dockside guards and military police. At a breakwater 
far across the black harbor waters, another ship 
swung slowly in and headed for the dock. The faces of 
high-ranking officers standing on shore glowed. 

~D Has Few Vets but Is Well Trained 
FORT LEWIS, July 31-AP- The Second Infantry 

division elements of which landed in Korea today, has 
few combat veterans, but is one of the best trained 
outfits in the United States Army. Approximately 10 
percent of its personnel saw action in World War II 
when it gained fame for its fighting spirit in Italy and 
at the St. Lo breakthrough. The other 90 percent are 
recruits added in the past few years. 

Its training, however, includes virtually every kind 
of tactical exercise under an extensive variety of 

conditions. Maneuvers have been held in California, 
Hawaii, Alaska, and Washington. It is believed to be 
the only outfit in the United States Army which has 
trained on land, sea and in the air over such a wide 
area of the globe. 

Alaska maneuvers in the big Delta country were 
conducted under every conceivable difficulty in 
temperatures, which reached 50 degrees below zero on 
a number of occasions. 

In Washington, it trained hard and long on the huge 
Yakima firing range where sun-baked desert lands 
reach 1l0-degree temperatures. 

Assault landings in cooperation with Navy and 
Marine forces were made on the shores of California 
in two extensive maneuvers. The unit last year 
engaged in Hawaiian exercises designed to test latest 
military theories and weapons. 

Its training has never let up during the post-war 
years. Under the leadership of combat veterans such 
as Maj. Gen. Paul W. Kendall and Maj. Gen. Harry 
Collins, it never slackened a round-the-week training 
routine. 

Last year the War department said the 2ND and the 
82nd Airborne Division were the only two divisions 
ready for combat duty in the United States. It was the 
boast of officers attached to the unit that they would 
never leave that category. 
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Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

Genera1 MemLbership Meeting 


Sunday, February 25, 2001 


Place: The American Lake Club 
Time: 1130 - 1215 Social Hour 

1215 - 1315 Brunch 
1315 - 1400 Program & Meeting 

Program: 

Mrs. Barbara Carlson will present an 
interesting program on the military as
pects of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion. Over the last four years, Mrs. 
Carlson and her husband have traveled 
around Washington State researching 
sites related to the journey of the Corps 
of Discovery. For those Friends who 
have heard Mrs . Clark speak before, 
we should mention that this program 
includes information related to the mil
itary aspects of the expedition that she 
has not previously covered. 

Corp .• ofVolunl~ for Nor1h Western Discovery, 1804-I M06 

Please join us for an enjoyable program and show your support for our Museum. 
Return your reservation form and check by Friday, February 23. Last minute 
reservations may be made by calling COL Paul Knoop at (253) 565-7359. 

Return this form to: COL (Ret) Paul Knoop , 1054 Berkeley, Fircrest, WA 98466 
Here is my check, payable to "The Friends" for the following: 

a.______ Reservations for the Brunch (cost: $10 each) 
b. Reservations for coffee and desert / fruit only (cost $2 each) 
c. Total Amount Enclosed. 

Name: _____________________ 
Address ____________________ 



The Cannon Shop 

Commemorates the Korean War 


A many of our Friends are aware, the history of 
the Korean War has often been overshadowed 
by the events of World War II and the 

Vietnam War. However, with the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Korean War , many new publications are 
available that finally recognize the importance of the 
war as well as commemorate the men and women who 
served in it. 

Several of the titles presently in stock cover the 
Korean War from several viewpoints. Fire and Ice, the 
Korean War 1950-1953, is a handy compilation of facts 
and figures related to the war and the armies that 
fought it. Forgotten Victory is a fine tribute to the U. 
S. Armed Forces and their role in the Korean War. 
For younger readers and uniform buffs we carTY a 
sketchbook entitled, Soldiers of the Korean War. This 
paperback book depicts the various uniforms and 
weapons used by the fighting men of all the nations 
involved and provides tidbits of information related to 
them. 

We also stock three books prepared by the U.S. 
Army Center of Military History and published by the 
U.s. Government Printing Office. Combat Support in 
Korea chronicles an often neglected side of the war 
while two official photographic collections offer the 
visual side of the war and the soldiers who fought it . 

We hope our Friends will stop by the Cannon shop 
to check out these offerings as well as all our other 
great merchandise. Remember, all the profits from the 

~~~~~~~~~.~_-=~~~~-u-

Cannon Shop go to support our museum and its 
programs . The shop is open Wednesday - Sunday 
from 12-4 p.m. 

It's a New Year! 

and a New Millennium. 


Your 2001 Dues 

Are now needed 

.more than ever. 


Please make a resolution 

To recruit ONE new member. 


We need all the 

FRIENDS 


we can get! 


The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 
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