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The Korean War 

Fort Lewis Remembers 

On the early morning of 25 June 1950 the 
Communist North Korean "People's Army" 
launched a full-scale invasion across the 38th 

Parallel into South Korea. The people of the fr ee 
world were shocked and outraged at the attack, and 
the United Nations Security Council immediately 
called on the North Koreans to cease hostilities and 
withdraw. The North Koreans ignored the resolution, 
leading the Security Council to pass a second resolu
tion on 27 May recommending that UN members 
"furnish such assistance to the Republic of Korea as 
may be necessary to repel the armed attack and 
restore international peace and security in the area". 

The North Korean forces overwhelmed the unpre
pared South Korean forces and their American 
advisors, and on 28 May the South Korean capital of 
Seoul fell to the Communists. American ground troops 
stationed in Japan and Okinawa were immediately 
mobilized and dispatched to Korea to halt the North 
Korean onslaught. 

For the soldiers of the Second Infantry Division 
stationed at Fort Lewis their Korean War story began 
on 8 July 1950. On that fateful day they were alerted 
and prepared to deploy to the Korean Peninsular. By 
24 July the first elements of the division put to sea 
from the ports of Tacoma and Olympia . The Second 
Division was to be the first combat unit to arrive in 
Korea from the United States. In the next several 
years the men of the "Indianhead Division" were to 
live up to their nickname of "Second to None." 

The following articles are reprinted from newspaper 
stories published in 1950. They capture a moment in 
history that should never be forgotten. 

Messages to Soldiers 

Fort Lewis, July 19, 1950 


Speaking to his troops as they prepared for move
ment to the Far East Command, Maj . Gen. L. B. 
Keiser, commanding general of the 2n d Infantry 
Division, stated, "We, as a member nation of the free 
peoples of the world , find ourselves struggling once 
more against aggression." 

Continued on page 2 



Our Cannon Shop volunteers continue to do a greatThe Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 
job of supporting the Museum through their hardBoard of Directors 
work and dedication. However, as always , we needBC (Ret) Vasco J. Fe nili ... ............ . . . ............ ............... President 

COL (Ret) Ian Larso n ... . . ...... Vice Pres ident additional volunteers, particularly to serve as substi 
COL (Ret) Isabelle Swartz .. Secretary tutes when one of our "regulars" needs to take some 
COL (Ret) Pa ul Knoop .. Treasurer time off. If you have any free time please consider 
Mrs. Marion Ball.. . ........ Member 


giving a few hours to the Cannon Shop. Not only doCOL (Ret) Carroll Dickson ..... Member 
CO L (Ret) Jack M. Hertzog ................. .... . .. ... Member the profits benefit the Museum, but we serve the Fort 
COL (uSAR, Ret) Pat ri ck Powers ....... ...... .. ........ .. ... Member Lewis community by offering appropriate Army related 
SCM (Ret) Cl a ir Stairrett .... ............... . Membe r gifts at a fair price. 
The B anTle r is printed four times a year and is mailed to all mem Vasco J. Fenili 
bers of The Friends of the Fort Lewis Museum . Articles may be 
submitted to the Editor or left. with the Curator of the Fort Lewis 
Muse um. The Friends assume no responsibility for unsolicited Editor's Report 
ma nuscripts or other materi a ls submitted for publication. 
Editor ........ ...... .. . ..... .............. ..................... . Alan Archambault As General Fenili has mentioned in his report, we 

are excited over the new Army Family Gallery and 
are anxious to open it to the public. We are presentlyPresident's Report 
installing exhibits and plan to have it ready for a July

Our last quarterly membership me~ting, held Dn 5 opening. However, like all our galleries, the exhibit 
will continue to be "a work in progress," and if any ofMarch, was a great success with many dedicated 
our members have photographs or memorabilia relativeMuseum Friends in attendance. Mrs. Marion Ball 
to the story of the Army family, we would love to heargave a wonderful presentation on the early life of 
from you. It is our earnest goal to make the gallery aJohn J. Pershing. The program was well received and 
fitting tribute to Army family members throughMarion has promised to give a sequel presentation 
history. I should also mention that all the funds usedthat will complete the story of General Pershing's 
to build this gallery were generously donated by thefascinating life . 
Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum.The next few months promise to be eventful ones for 

This issue of the Banner commemorates the start ofthe Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum . We 
the Korean War and the role that Fort Lewis soldiersare planning to have a grand opening of the new 
and their families played in the traumatic early daysArmy Family Gallery in July. This new exhibit will 
of the war. The men and women who served in thehonor the contributions of the Army family members 
Korean War are owed a debt that our nation and thewho have given so much to our country over the years . 
free world can never adequately repay. However, we In conjunction with the opening of the new gallery, we 
can pay respect to their service and recall their valorplan to have a membership drive at the museum. We 
and sacrifice. Perhaps more importantly, the Museumencourage all our members to attend and to bring a 
can present the message to our visitors who are oftenpotential member. If our organization is to fulfill our 
uninformed about our priceless military heritage.mission of supporting the Museum, we must continue 

Alan H. Archambaultto seek out members who are committed to preserving 
our military heritage . As I have mentioned many 
times, if we do not preserve our history no one else will! 

As of this writing, we have not set the exact date of 
the opening as we are awaiting a reply from the Fort 
Lewis commander. However, as soon as the date is 
set, our membership will be notified. 

On 25 June we will mark the fiftieth anniversary of 
the start of the Korean War. I am sure that many of 
our members participated in the war and that all of us 
recognize the importance of the conflict. Although it is 
often called the "Forgotten War," the men and women 
who fought to preserve freedom will always be 
remembered at the Fort Lewis Museum and by the 
members of the Friends . 

The Museum has several exhibits planned which will 
commemorate various aspects of the Korean War. The 
Banner will also feature articles and graphics related 
to the war. The Friends plan to have speakers at our 
membership meetings who will speak on Korean War 
subjects. 

Messages to Soldiers (continued from page 1) 

He then went on to laud the soldiers of his command 
by saying, "One of the great weapons of all Democra
cies is the moral and faith possessed by you men of 
the 2nd Infantry Division and attached units." 

The general concluded his address with, "I have a 
personal responsibility for your well-being and 1 shall 
do my utmost to observe this trust." 
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Lt. Gen. A. C. Wedemeyer, commanding general of 
the Sixth Army, forwarded letters to the troops of the 

nd Infantry Division and the Sixth Army units that 
have been alerted for shipment to the Far East. 

General Wedemeyer's letters to the troops read, "1 
am fully aware of the many personal problems and 
anxieties that have arisen because of your sudden 
departure to an overseas theater of operations . 
Undoubtedly your foremost wish is to insure that 
everything possible is done for the welfare of your 
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families and those who are primarily dependent on 
you for support. I want to assure you that every 
facility within my command will be made available to 
provide assistance, information, and when appropriate 
-advice. 

"At this time, I do not know the future requirements 
for the Fort Lewis installation. If the international 
situation deteriorates further, past experience indi
cates that all facilities, including quarters, of all 
permanent Army installations in the zone of interior, 
will be required to accommodate additional military 
units undergoing training and preparation for combat. 
If you have dependents occupying quarters at Fort 
Lewis, I will permit them then to remain as long as it 
is reasonably possible. If circumstances beyond my 
control require that they vacate their present quarters 
for other troop units, I will assist your dependents in 
establishing themselves elsewhere. 

"Last month at Fort Lewis I witnessed the outstand
ing review of the Second Division. I was greatly 
impressed with the fine spirit, military bearing and 
readily apparent pride of organization on the part of 
every individual and unit. 

"As you go forth to assist our hard-pressed Allied 
forces in Korea in the struggle against the Communist 
aggressors, you take with you the heartfelt good 
wishes of your comrades-in-arms and all fellow 
Americans. I am confident that you will conduct 
yourselves at all times and under alfcircumstances in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the American 
Army. 

"The best ofluck to each and everyone of you-and 
godspeed." 

Heartbreaks Aplenty As 

Service Personnel Depart 


(Tacoma Sunday Ledger July 23, 1950) 

A young Army captain came running around the 
house, playing a fast game of tag with the children, 
with a rollicking pet Irish setter joining in. It was 
necessary to have much fun in a hurry, to pack happy 
memories for months ahead into a few hours. 
Windows of the house stared vacantly, shorn of their 
curtains. The captain's wife left off packing to watch 
the game from the porch and try to smile. 

Down the street a young lieutenant and his wife 
went to the neighbors to play canasta. Only they 
didn't play. They couldn't seem to concentrate. They 
fumbled the cards listlessly and talked about some
thing else-about Korea. 

Came a rap at the door. A stranger inquired the 
address of a family he must contact before The Big 
Move. For most of the people in this neighborhood 
were of the Second Infantry Division, U.S. Army. 

A month ago they had thought they were settled-or 
as settled as Service personnel can ever be. Many had 
come home from Japan only a month or so ago, were 

George and Betty Horn pose at Fort Lewis prior to 
the outbreak of the Korean War. 

joined by wives and children to make homes here. 
They filled housing units on post at Fort Lewis, in the 
surrounding area and to some extent, all over Tacoma. 

World turned Upside Down 

In a short 30 days, the world has turned upside 
down for Second Division families as well as for other 
service folk the country over. Bus, railway and air 
lines are jammed with families going home, to Wiscon
sin or Texas or Delaware or Arizona-everywhere. 
There's an air of tenseness, a sort of grim excitement 
over the whole military area. 

"So different from the last war," said Mrs. Geneva 
Copple, manager of the American Lake Gardens' day 
nursery, where youngsters of many Second Division 
families are cared for during the day. "This time there 
is nothing but sadness and a great feeling of uncer
tainty about the future." 

The children, she finds, are upset by the atmosphere, 
even though many of them are too small to under
stand. A number of mothers are employed by the Mt. 
Rainier Ordnance Depot, have been working long 
hours overtime. This further bewilders the children 
who are not used to having their dinners at the day 
nursery. Almost every day, some familiar playmate is 
among the missing. 

"It's more tragic than anyone who is not out here 
could realize," says Mrs. Copple. "It tears the heart 
out of one." 

53 Families Depart 

Since July 10, American Lake Gardens has lost 55 
families, with 27 more leaving this week end, reports 
W.C. Taplin, manager. Most bewildered are young 
war brides from foreign countries, who speak little 
English and are strange to American ways. Entirely 
dependent upon their husbands, they are now turning 
to lives of uncertain happiness with their husband's 
people. 
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Many are driving home, unless it was necessary to 
sell the family car for additional funds. Often there 
are two families to a car. If they go by public transit, 
the Army pays their way. Freight lines are loading 
pathetic, sometimes amusing, assortments of house
hold goods tagged for anywhere and everywhere. 
Some young wives, who do not know their way 
around, are sending frantically for papa or papa and 
mama to come and get them. Those with no place to 
go will stay put and wait out the war news. 

Giving up childhood dreams of organ music, orange 
blossoms and long white gowns, girls are rushing to 
the nearest justice of the peace or Army chaplain with 
their service swains. Judge Bartlett Rummel alone 
has married 38 couples in the past two weeks, at least 
26 were service people . This is three month's business 
ordinarily. Justice of the peace Delbert Bresemann of 
Spanaway has piled up an even higher record of 
marriages in the past 30 days, and 22 of them h.ave 
been men of the Second Division . 

Shortlived Honeymoon 

Marriage was nothing but a happy couple week end 
for many couples. One Tacoma business girl , engaged 
a short time and with a fall wedding date set, bought 

'her wedding dress (no train on this gown, no candles, 
no beautiful bridal party ), rushed through a brief 
church ceremony with her Army mQ.n, and rented the 
finest cabin in the finest motor cou.rt-for two days. 

Nearby on the highway, convoys of buses rumbled 
past, carrying her husband's buddies to an embarka
tion point. In the other direction, long files of tanks 
shook the ground as they headed for shipboard . 

On Monday morning the bride returned to her desk 
while her new husband shouldered his duffle bag to 
depart for the Far East. 

The Cannon Shop Volunteers 

Although the Cannon Shop staff does a marvelous 
job of raising funds for the Museum, these dedicated 
volunteers also serve as representatives of Fort Lewis 
and the United States Army to thousands of visitors. 
Since most of our volunteers are veterans or military 
family members, they offer experience and expertise 
that they graciously share with our many visitors. 
The staff of the Museum recognizes the many con

tributions of the Cannon Shop volunteers and we all 
appreciate their time and talents that they give so 
selflessly. It is important to note that these volunteers 
enrich the experience of all our visitors and provide a 
service to the Museum and to the Fort Lewis commu
nity that is immeasurable. 
Please join with us in honoring these wonderful 

volunteers and also consider joining them in serving 
as historical ambassadors to the military and civilian 
community. 

Please continue to be a Friend! 

Renew your membership now to continue 
receiving these benefits : 

• 	 Attendance at annual meetings and 
special programs 

• 	 10% discount on purchases at the 
Cannon Shop 

• 	 Four issues of the Banner 
• 	 Opportunities to serve the Association as 

an officer and/or volunteer 

The Friends of the 
Fort Lewis Military Museum 
Post Office Box 331001 
Fort Lewis, WA 98433-1001 

ANNUAL FEES 
Individual $ 10 
Family $ 15 
Sustaining $ 25 
Benefactor $ 50 
Life $100 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends, 
at the address shown to the right.) 


