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               Where Do Great Ideas Come From? 

 

“Think left and think right and think low and think high.  

Oh, the thinks you can think up if only you try!” 

Dr. Suess 

 
 

 
Great ideas are everywhere.   

Think about this.  When your grandparents were your age, computers and cell 

phones didn’t exist.  Then somebody had an idea.  When your parents were your age, cell 

phones and computers had been invented, but they were primitive by today’s standards.  

Then somebody had the idea to add apps and other tools.  When your kids are your age, 

what might exist that does not exist today, but which everyone will have on their desk or 

in their pocket?  Who is going to come up with the idea that turns into the next big thing 

that no one can live without? 

Cell phones, computers, and even something as basic as the Selfie Stick all came 

from the same place; someone, somewhere had a great idea.  While the complexity of a 

concept and the commercial viability of an idea will vary greatly, anything new that 

didn’t exist previously starts with someone having an idea. 
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It’s very likely you have had great ideas over the years.  People are always 

looking for easier ways to do things, shave time off of a project, or make the results of an 

effort better and achieve results faster.  Kids are usually very good at this.  Steve Jobs and 

Bill Gates were barely out of High School when they started Apple Computers and 

Microsoft.  No doubt the ideas that combined to form these incredible companies started 

to take shape when they were your age, or even younger. 

Let’s take a look at the Selfie Stick.  We all know where that idea came from.  

After endless frustration shared by the masses, someone said, “There’s got to be a better 

way” to take a picture of me and the person I’m with.  However, it didn’t happen like you 

might think, and was invented before cellphones had cameras in them. 

Although there are references of attempts to use something like a Selfie Stick 

going all the way back to the earliest days of photography, the person officially credited 

with the invention was a Japanese man, Hiroshi Ueda, who was an employee of Minolta.  

The moment of inspiration occurred when he was on vacation with his wife in France in 

1983.   

As legend has it, he asked a child to snap a picture of him and his wife, but once 

he gave his camera to the little creep, the kid ran off with it.  That incident and the 

frustration he felt led to his designing, drawing up, and submitting the concept to the U.S. 

Patent office, which issued the patent for the “Telescopic Extender Stick” in 1985.  End 

of Story?  Not quite. 

Even though the design and intended use of the Telescopic Extender Stick was 

almost exactly like the Selfie Stick many know and love (or hate) today, and even though 

it was produced and promoted by Minolta, the product never caught on.  Why not?  Most 
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likely because the world wasn’t ready for it yet.  Back then, the concept of taking a self-

portrait did not exist with the masses.  Cameras were used to document special events, 

like vacations, birthdays & family gatherings.  Although some people did take a lot of 

pictures (like my mom), most people did not walk around with a camera in their pocket at 

all times like EVERYONE does today.  

But the story obviously doesn’t end there.   

Go back to Europe in the early 2000’s.  A Canadian inventor named Wayne 

Fromm was on vacation with his daughter in Italy, and had the same frustration of trying 

to find people he didn’t know to take pictures of his daughter and himself in front of 

historic landmarks.  When he got home, he went back to the drawing board.  After 

several attempts, originally using approaches similar to the technology used in umbrellas, 

he came up with the modern Selfie Stick, which he originally named the Quick Pod. 

His invention fared better commercially than Mr. Ueda’s, mainly because 

cameras had gone viral.  The internet was exploding as a way to share information, and 

retailers like QVC had come on the scene making it much easier to get a good idea to 

the masses.   In fact, it became so popular that it was knocked off and sold by 

unscrupulous manufacturers all over the world, robbing Mr. Fromm of some of the 

proceeds that were rightly his. 

The process of taking an idea from concept to commercial success is one that is 

both eye-opening and inspirational.  You’ve no doubt had great ideas.  What can you 

do to turn them into reality?  The High School Graduates Guide to the Coolest 

Inventions of the Last 100 Years will be coming out in 2017, and will be filled with 

examples and stories of how people took a great idea and turned it into a marketable 
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(and profitable) invention.  The last chapter of this new book will address how to turn 

your great idea into a commercial product, and the steps you will need to take to 

protect it and bring it to market.   

If you would like to receive the 1
st
 five chapters for FREE when it is available, 

simply shoot an email to InventFREEtoME@HSGradOM.com.  

So where do Great Ideas come from?  They come from everywhere, but you have 

to know how to be aware of them, as they rarely come gift wrapped with a bow on top.  

They usually grow out of something you saw, experienced, or possibly even 

misinterpreted.  You also have to know how to get them to market, which I didn’t know 

back in 1982 when I came up with an idea that has been in the SKYMALL Catalog for 

almost 20 years. 

Back in 1982 I was living in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  One evening, we had a 

monsoon like rain that lasted for several hours.  When I woke up in the morning, I 

noticed there seemed to be movement on the screen in front of my fireplace.  Upon 

further examination, I realized to my horror that the entire screen of my fireplace was 

covered with zombie like horse flies.  Big ones! None of them were flying, yet all of 

them were moving.  There had to be several hundred of them.  Somehow, the intensity of 

the rain had driven these flies from the chimney to inside the apartment, but for some 

reason they seemed incapable of flight. 

I grabbed a cup of coffee, and sat on my couch trying to figure out what to do.  If 

I started swatting them, I would have dead flies and fly guts all over the place, and I 

figured some of them would get a clue and start flying away, or maybe figure out what 

was going on and come after me.  Unacceptable.  Then I remembered that the vacuum 
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cleaner that my parents had given me had attachments!  Moving very slowly so as not to 

tip off the flies, I got it out, hooked up the extension hose, turned it on and started to 

vacuum the flies off of the screen.  Every one of those little buggers was sucked up into 

the vacuum without a single one escaping.  A problem was solved and a great idea was 

born. 

To cut to the chase, the product that has appeared in SKYMALL magazine for the 

last 20+ years, called the Best Bug Vacuum, was put there by somebody else.  Despite all 

my efforts, I could not get it to market.  I didn’t have the knowledge, and I didn’t have 

the means.  I still have the original drawings, but someone else came up with the same 

concept and was able to make it commercially viable.  Good for them!  Today 

Amazon.com has 12 different Bug Vacuum’s to choose from.  Not good news if you are a 

bug!   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Take-Away Idea:  Great ideas are everywhere, can come from anywhere, and it’s likely you have 

them on a regular basis.  Learn to recognize when you may have come up with something new.  Ideas 

take time to grow and develop.   

 

Action to Take:  When you think you have come up with something new, write it down.  Actively 

look for new concepts, and give them time to grow. 
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