
PICNICKING IN HAMBLEDEN

A day trip to the picture perfect village of Hambleden in Buckinghamshire for a picnic in sun-dappled woods, a stroll 

through water meadows and a glass of cider in a charming pub. With its rose-covered flint and brick cottages, old 

shop signs and 12th century church, it’s easy to leave the 21st century behind.

JULY

1. From Marlow, turn right off the 

A4155 onto Skirmett Road, drive past 

Hambleden village and take the next 

right. Park on the left hand side of the 

lane. 

2. Walk down the lane until you reach the 

village, passing through the churchyard 

if you wish. You will find yourself in the 

middle of one of England’s prettiest 

and most unspoilt villages and will no 

doubt recognise it from episodes of Miss 

Marple, Poirot and from 101 Dalmations 

and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.

3. If you have time, take a peek in the 12th 

century church, particularly to see the 

exceedingly pretty ceiling.

4. From the church, turn left and continue 

up past the Stag & Huntsman pub (don’t 

worry, we will return at the end of the 

walk).

5. At the fork after the carpark turn right 

and pass down the track, past the tennis 

courts.

6. At the end, turn left and then immediately 

right to pass along a grassy path between 

two fields. It’s often possible from here 

to see red kites circling. At the end of the 

19th century these magnificent birds had 

been driven to extinction. Red Kites were 

reintroduced to the Chilterns the 1990s 

with great success.

7. At the end of path go through the metal 

kissing gate into the woods. 

8. Walk into the heart of the woods and find 

somewhere to sit and have your lunch. 

The woods are so peaceful and tipping 

your head back to watch the sun dapple 

through the beech leaves is wonderfui.

9. Continue along the path and follow it to 

the left, up the hill. Eventually you will 

come out on a lane. Turn righ to walk 

down the lane.  

 

(You can choose to do a longer walk to 

the Thames at Medmenham by crossing 

over the lane and up the other side.)

10. Just before the lane reaches Skirmett 

Road at the bottom of the hill, turn right 

into the water meadow. 

11. Walk all the way along and cross over the 

lane into the next meadow. In the winter 

the Hamble Brook passes through here 

but is usually dry in the summer.

12. At the end of the meadow you will find 

a metal gate. From here turn right into 

Hambleden village.

13. Continue along to get back to the Stag 

& Huntsman and stop for a glass of cider 

and some crisps or whatever you fancy.

14. Turn left out of the pub and right at the 

junction to pass by the top side of the 

church. Pass along the road until you 

reach a footpath on the left where you 

can cross the field to your car.

Share your photos with us on instagram by 

tagging @bleakhouse.london. Download 

more guides at www.bleakhouse.london. 
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