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1. Whether you are playing with two or four 

people, you always use four balls. If you 

are playing with four people you play 

in pairs, if it’s just the two of you, you 

play two balls each. The balls are usually 

paired up, blue with black and red with 

yellow, but it doesn’t really matter. 

2. Toss a coin to see who goes first and take 

it in turns to play. If there are four of you, 

alternate between the two pairs.

3. The aim of the game is to be the first 

person or first team to hit both your 

balls against the central peg, with each 

ball having already gone through all the 

hoops, in the correct order & direction. 

4. A short game involves the winning balls 

passing through the hoops once before 

‘pegging out’, a longer one involves them 

passing through all the hoops twice. 

The order of the hoops & the direction 

of travel through them is critical and is 

shown on the illustration. 

5. Start your game by placing your ball a 

mallet’s length from the first hoop. 

6. On any one turn you can play either of 

your team’s balls, but you must use that 

ball throughout the turn.

7. A turn consists of hitting the ball you 

have chosen to play with once. A turn 

ends when this has taken place unless 

one of the following happens:

8. Your ball passes for the first time through 

a hoop, in the correct direction. In this 

case you gain one additional shot, called 

a ‘continuation shot’.

9. Your ball hits another ball in which case 

you have ‘roqued’ them. If you have 

roqued another ball (of either team), you 

pick up the ball you are playing and place 

it in any position that touches the ball you 

have just hit. Then you strike your original 

ball, usually causing both balls to move. 

This is called a croquet. 

10. Once you have finished this shot you get 

a continuation shot and after this your 

turn is over.

11. On your turn you can only roquet each 

of the other balls once, unless you pass 

through a hoop, in which case you can 

roquet each ball again and keep going.

12. This is the true joy of croquet, By using 

the other balls on the lawn, yours and 

your opponents’, and using a combination 

of continuation shots, roquets and 

croquets, you can race around the lawn 

and hopefully win.

13. Clever players will keep their balls close 

together so that they can use them both 

to help each other and they will try to 

force their opponents’ balls apart making 

it harder for them to progress.

Share your photos with us on instagram by 

tagging @bleakhouse.london. Download 

more guides at www.bleakhouse.london. 

RULES

If you have ever fancied trying croquet but have been put off by the game’s seeming complexity or elitism, you will love our ‘quick 

start’ guide. It’s not quite the professional standard demanded by posh croquet clubs but it makes for a great game for two or 

four people. And in fairness, pretty much everyone who plays has their own rules anyway, so all that matters is that you agree 

what the rules are and have fun. Once you are up and running and have got the bug, you can move on to the full rules.


