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An invigorating walk along a pretty stretch of the Thames from Kew Bridge to Hammersmith 

bridge. The walk features cute cottages, elegant Georgian houses, excellent bridges and 

November roses. The walk is perfect for a sunday afternoon and you can dive into one of the 

wonderful old pubs along the way to warm up in front of an open fire.

www.bleakhouse.london



1. Exit Kew Bridge station, cross over the road 

and turn right. Keep left to begin walking down 

Strand-on-the-Green. (You can also walk from 

Gunnersbury overground station if you prefer.)

2. Walk along Strand-on-the-Green, noting the first 

house after Cafe Rouge. This is Rose Cottage, the 

former home of Nancy Mitford who was living here 

when she wrote In Pursuit of Love. 

3. Continue to follow Strand-on-the-Green as it 

turns down the path to the right and moves away 

from the road. This narrow footpath is lined with 

charming cottages and grander Georgian houses 

with enviable river views.

4. Take a little detour through Post Office Alley, an 

inconspicous archway between a building which 

leads to some very cute nautical houses.

5. This stretch has three fabulous old riverside 

pubs: the 14th century City Barge and two young 

upstarts the Bell and Crown (first licensed in 1751) 

and the Bull’s Head (first licensed in 1722). If it’s 

sunny, pick your favourite and stop for a drink 

outside, spending a few mintues taking in the 

views of this placid stretch of the Thames.

6. Continue along Strand-on-the-Green until the path 

rejoins the road. This marks the start of the least 

interesting part of the walk, albeit through pretty 

residental, leafy streets. Keep going, it’s only 10 

minutes at the most until you can rejoin the river.

7. Eventually you will see a new housing estate on 

the right with an access street called Chiswick 

Quay. Walk down here and take the path straight 

ahead of you as the road bends to the left and you 

will find yourself back on the river, at a strangely 

desolate spot. 

8. Walk along the promenade and up the metal steps 

to cross the top of the lock gates at the entrace 

to the marina. Turn left at the other side and then 

right to reach the bottom of Ibis Lane. Follow the 

path to the right, back down to the river, and carry 

along until you reach Chiswick Bridge.  

9. Walk under Chiswick Bridge, noting the racks of 

boats stored underneath. At the other side of the 

bridge walk in front of the boat house and join the 

tree-lined path beside the river to walk along leafy 

Duke’s Meadow. 

10. Half way along you will need to briefly divert 

away from the river. Follow the road around to 

the left, cross under the railway bridge and then 

walk back down to the right to re-join the riverside 

promenade.

11. From here you can walk along the river for quite 

a while. Make sure you take the path to the right 

where the adjacent road bends around to the left. 

12. Keep going until the path turns left around a 

corner at the end of a new housing estate and 

meets a small road, Chiswick Mall.

13. Turn right onto Chiswick Mall, one of the prettiest 

stretches on the walk. There are beautiful houses 

on the left which have pretty riverside gardens 

on the other side of the street complete with 

moorings. 

14. At the end of Chiswick Mall the road bends around 

to the left. At this point take the path to the right, 

past the 19th Century Black Lion pub, to re-join 

the riverside path. 

15. Carry along the path and eventually you will reach 

a road called Upper Mall. Walk along this street 

until the road ends at a small alley. Walk down 

this fabulously atmospheric alley, popping into 

the Dove for a glass of cider in the cosy bar if you 

wish. Charles II romanced Nell Gwynne here.

16. At the other end of the alley walk across Furnival 

Gardens and at the other side you will find antoher 

18th century pub, the Blue Anchor, which featured  

in the 1998 Gwyneth Paltrow film Sliding Doors. 

17. From here you will be rewarded with a splended 

view of beautiful Hammersmith Bridge. When 

you are ready, pass under the bridge and rurn left 

up Queen Caroline street to reach Hammersmith 

station where our walk finishes.

Share your walk on Instagram with 

#bleakhouseguides or tag us @bleakhouse.london 

CHISWICK RIVERSIDE
START: KEW BRIDGE TRAIN STATION

FINISH: HAMMERSMITH UNDERGROUND STATION
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