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An twilight wander around Bloomsbury in Central London. The route takes you through some 

of London’s greatest garden squares with their Georgian terraces and London plane trees in 

full autumnal swing. There are cute alleyways, gorgeous shops, beautiful Art Deco buildings, 

innumerable literary associations and acres of history in this atmospheric walk.

www.bleakhouse.london



1. Exit Tottenham Court Road station and turn down 

the insalubrious entrance to Great Russell Street. 

2. Walk along the street and pop into the gorgeous 

art supplies shop L. Cornellisen. Take in the Grade 

II listed 1958 Congress building, headquarters of 

the TUC, with its impressive Bernard Meadows 

bronze statue outside. 

3. Carry on down Great Russell Street, passing by 

the British Museum, which looks lovely at twilight. 

Once you reach Bloomsbury Square Gardens, 

notice the 1926 Art Deco Victoria Building, built 

for the Liverpool Victoria Friendly Society.

4. Turn left up Bedford Place and pass into Russell 

Square, walking along the bottom end of the park 

and exit at the right hand corner. Turn right down 

Southampton Row and left down Cosmo Lane to 

reach Queen Square.

5. Walk across the square and exit along Great 

Ormond Street, location of the world famous 

Children’s hospital. Turn right down Lamb’s 

Conduit Street, a lovely shopping street lined with 

fantastic mens’ clothes shops. 

6. Turn to walk back up to the top of Lamb’s Conduit 

Street. Turn right then left to reach Mecklenburgh 

Square. On the left is Coram’s Field, the site of the 

Foundling Hospital which opened in 1739. Today 

you are still only allowed to enter the park if you 

are accompanied by a child.  

7. Turn left into Mecklenburgh Square and walk to 

the end, turning left into Heathcote Street. At the 

end of the street pass into St George’s Gardens, 

an early 18th century burial ground and site of the 

first recorded case of body-snatching in 1777.

8. Exit the gardens at the other end and walk ahead 

though the Marchmont Community Garden. Turn 

right onto Marchmont Street where there are lots 

of cafes if you need to have a drink or warm up.

9. Walk up Marchmont Street to reach Cartwright 

Gardens and turn left along the crescent. Take the 

left in the centre of the terrace down Burton Place 

and then right onto Burton Street. 

10. Turn left into Duke’s Road and left again down 

quaint Woburn Walk with its gorgeous Dickensian 

shopfronts. Woburn Walk was London’s first 

pedestrianised shopping street, designed by 

Thomas Cubitt in 1822.  

11. At the end of Woburn Walk turn left down Upper 

Woburn Place and then right into Endsleigh Place. 

Pass into Tavistock Square, pausing for a moment 

at the statue of Gandhi in the centre. 

12. Exit the square directly behind the statue and turn 

right and left to reach Gordon Square, home to 

various members of the Bloomsbury Set.

13. Walk down through Gordon Square and cross over 

into Woburn Square. Walk to the bottom and you 

will find yourself at the corner of  Russell Square. 

14. Here you will see one of the remaining Grade II 

listed wooden Cabmen’s Shelters, built over a 

hundred years ago to provide refreshement and 

shelter for London’s cabbies. 

15. Walk halfway down the side of the square and 

cross into the University of London’s Art Deco 

Senate House and pass through the building (it’s 

a great public cut-through). Senate House was 

used by the Ministry of Information during the 

Second World War and inspired George Orwell’s 

description of the Ministry of Truth in his 1949 

novel Nineteen Eighty-Four.  

16. Turn left out of Senate House and walk to the 

bottom of Malet Street. Pause to look left at the 

back of the British Museum, equally as charming 

and less showy than the front. 

17. Turn right to reach Bedford Square, one of the 

best preserved areas of Georgian architecture in 

London. Walk the perimeter of the square and 

once back where you started turn left up Gower 

Street and left again into Store Street where 

you will find many lovely resturants, including a 

fabulous Art Deco branch of Byron.

18. Once you’ve had dinner, it’s just a short walk to 

the end of Store Street and right up Tottenham 

Court Road to reach Goodge Street Station.

Share your walk on Instagram with 

#bleakhouseguides or tag us @bleakhouse.london 

BLOOMSBURY
START: TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD STATION

FINISH: GOODGE STREET STATION
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