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A winding walk through London’s original city, with its strange street names, medieval 

buildings, centuries-old markets, atmospheric alleys and traditional pubs. With its relentless 

focus on trade and finance this indestructible city has survived the Great Fire of 1666 and the 

Blitz and wears the scars with pride. The City of London houses some of Britain’s most iconic 

modern architecture as well as some of our most precious historical buildings.

www.bleakhouse.london



1. Exit left out of Barbican station, taking in the 

Brutalist towers of the Barbican opposite. Turn 

left to enter Charterhouse Square, the site of the 

largest burial pit during the Black Death. Less 

gruesome is Florin Court, the Art Deco home of 

David Suchet’s Hercule Poirot. 

2. Walk anti-clockwise around the square and leave 

by Charterhouse Street. Take in the Art Noveau 

exterior of the Fox & Hounds and turn left down 

Fox and Knot Street.

3. Walk ahead down Lindsey Street, along the 

eastern side of Smithfields meat market, the only 

one of London’s principal food markets to remain 

in its original location. 

4. Cross over into Rising Sun Court and turn right 

to see no.41 Cloth Fair, one of London’s oldest 

buidlings and rare survivor of the Great Fire. Pass 

through the churchyard of St Bartholomew the 

Great and then through the Tudor gatehouse.

5. Turn left to reach the ridiculously named Little 

Britain and follow around to the right, marvelling 

at St Paul’s Cathedral as you do. Cross over into 

Postman’s Park and pause to study the Memorial 

to Self Sacrifice. Exit right at the other end.

6. Turn left into Gresham Street. First left into Noble 

street will reward you with a section of London’s 

Roman wall, uncovered by an Air Raid during the 

Blitz. Shakespeare lived at the top of this street.

7. Turn right into Oat Lane and take the path to the 

left through St Alban’s Court to reach the spire of 

Wren’s Church of St Alban. The rest of the church 

was destroyed by bombing during the war.  

8. Walk along Love Lane and through St Mary 

Aldermanbury’s Garden. At the end is a 1960s 

abstract glass statue by Allen David by the elegant 

1934 Chartered Insurance Institute  Building.

9. Turn back down Aldermanbury and turn left into 

the yard of the 1411-1440 Guildhall, the City of 

London’s town hall. Walk across the yard, taking in 

the harmonious mix of architectural styles and the 

fabulous floor, and exit the other side and go left. 

10. Turn right into Mason’s Avenue, right then left into 

King’s Arm Yard and follow this until it becomes 

Tokenhouse Yard and you reach Lothbury with the 

Bank of England ahead of you.

11. Walk clockwise halfway around the bank and 

cross over to the Royal Exchange, London’s centre 

of commerce in the 17th century. Walk clockwise 

around the outside until you reach the Mont Blanc 

shop on the corner where Mark Darcy encountered 

Bridget Jones in her leopard print pants.

12. Cross over into Birchin Lane and take the second 

left through Bengal Court, an atmospheric alley 

that’s so dark it has streetlamps on in the daytime. 

Turn left and then right into St Michael’s Alley 

past the Jamaica Wine House (known as the 

Jampot), the site of London’s first coffee house in 

1652. At the end turn left and then right to reach 

Gracechurch Street.

13. Turn right then left down Bull’s Head passage, 

location of the Leaky Cauldron in Harry Potter, 

and enter the Leadenhall Market, one of London’s 

oldest markets.

14. Take the left passge through the market and turn 

right onto Leadenhall Street. On the left is the 

base of the Cheesegrater and on the right is the 

1928 war memorial appended to Richard Rogers’ 

1986 Lloyds of London building. Turn left up St 

Mary Axe and around the Gherkin’s base. Just 

because everyone should do this once.

15. Return to Leadenhall Street and cross over to walk 

down Lime Street. Cross Fenchurch Street into 

Philpot Lane, past the Walkie Talkie. Turn left onto 

Eastcheap and right down St Mary at Hill. Turn left 

into St Dustan’s Lane to reach the wonderful St 

Dustan’s in the East church garden.

16. At the base of the garden turn right onto Lower 

Thames Street, past the old Billingsgate fish 

market and right up Monument Street, crossing 

Pudding Lane where the fire started in 1666. Climb 

Wren’s 1666 monument if legs allow, and then 

walk to the end of the street and turn right to 

Monument station where the walk ends.
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