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A walk down one of London’s most elegant streets with some of the world’s 

oldest shops, through two of London’s prettiest and most lively parks, and 

past both the seat of government and the home of the Queen. This walk is 

great in the summer as the crowds of tourists don’t reach St James’s and is 

also perfect for someone new to the city who hasn’t see the headline sights.
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1. Exit Green Park station into the park itself. Walk all 

the way down the left hand side path to reach the 

Mall. Feel free to take a detour once you reach the 

Mall to have a look at Buckingham Palace.

2. Cross over into St James’s Park which once 

housed King James’s crocodiles and has been 

home to a sucession of pelicans since they were 

first gifted by the Russian Ambassador in 1664. 

3. Walk down to the lake and turn left until you meet 

the concrete bridge. The double-aspect view from 

the bridge is one of the best London has to offer. 

To the west is Buckingham Palace and to the right 

the London Eye and the rooftops of Whitehall, set 

against the magnificient vistas of the park itself. 

4. At the other side of the bridge turn left and keep 

going towards the end of the lake and then take 

the right path to exit onto Birdcage Walk.

5. Turn left and walk along until you join Parliament 

Square where you will be rewarded with a 

splended view of Big Ben (or Elizabeth Tower, if 

you prefer to call it that). Walk around the square 

taking in the majesty of Westminster Abbey and 

Westminster Palace. 

6. From here turn left up Whitehall, past the entrance 

to Downing Street. Shortly afterwards you will 

reach Horse Guards. Have your photo taken with 

a soldier if you like, and then pass through the 

archway to reach Horse Guards Parade. 

7. Walk straight across the parade which was used 

for jousting tournaments in Henry VIII’s time and 

now hosts the Trooping of the Colour, not to 

mention serving as the venue for beach volleyball 

in the London 2012 Olympics.

8. Cross back into St James’s park and if you are 

hungry or thristy stop at Inn The Park for a little 

sustenance and a sit down. Dogs are only allowed 

on the terrace but it’s very much an outdoor 

restaurant anyway.

9. From here, strike north to the Mall, cross over to 

climb the steps to the Duke of York Column. Once 

you reach the otherside, walk up until you find 

Charles II Street on the left. Take this for the short 

walk to St James’s Square.

10. Walk anti-clockwise around the square, taking in 

the elegant buildings, in particular the London 

Library which sits quietly elegant in the corner.

11. Exit the square down King Street, past the 

impressive facade of the Golden Lion pub. 

Take the small left down Crown Passage, an 

atmospheric, olde-worlde alley. There are coffee 

shops here if you need a caffeine pick-me-up.

12. Once you reach the bottom of the alley turn right 

and go around the corner and walk up St James’s 

Street. Take in the view of St James’s Palace and 

Henry VIII’s Tudor archway.

13. On the right is Berry Bros & Rudd, vintners to the 

Queen and Britain’s first wine shop. Next to the 

shop is a tiny alley which leads to Pickering Place, 

site of London’s last duel and the home of the 

Texas embassy before it joing the US in 1845. 

14. A couple of doors along is the adorable Lock & Co, 

the oldest hat shop in the world (arriving ten years 

after the pelicans) and inventors of the bowler hat. 

15. Cross the road and take a quick detour down St 

James’s Place, to see the elegant townhouses. 

Churchill spent his childhood here and it’s home 

to Dukes Hotel who apparently serve the best 

Martini’s in London but we can’t vouch for this.

16. Return to St James’s Street and turn left to reach 

Jermyn Street on the right. Walk all the way along 

the centuries old home of shirtmaking, taking in 

the beautiful old shops which are still holding their 

own against the infiltration of chains. Floris and 

Paxton & Whitfield are our favourites and you will 

also pass the beautiful Piccadily Arcade.

17. Carry on past Wren’s St James’s Church, until 

you reach the noise and bustle of Piccadilly. 

We recommend wandering up to Ham Yard for 

afternoon tea to for well-deserved scones. 

Share your walk on Instagram with 

#bleakhouseguides or tag us @bleakhouse.london 

ST JAMES’S & WESTMINSTER
START: GREEN PARK STATION

FINISH: PICCADILLY CIRCUS STATION
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