
RICHMOND RIVERSIDE
A circular walk along this pretty section of the Thames with a beautiful bridge, two 

historic manor houses, wysteria-clad cottages and a little ferry boat to take you 

across the river.  With lunch at Petersham Nurseries and a drink at The White Swan 

this is the perfect walk for a summer afternoon.  

Dog-friendly rating
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1. Cross the road from Richmond station and take 

one of the lanes off to the right to leave the main 

drag and reach Richmond Green. Some of the 

lanes have nice coffee shops, sweet shops and ice 

cream shops to set you on your way.

2. Once you reach the green, you are headed for the 

far corner. Walk around the edge of the green, 

soaking up the beautiful houses clad in wysteria 

at this time of year. Maids of Honour Row is 

particulalrly lovely. 

3. Once you reach the far corner of the green, turn 

left down Old Palace Lane. This pretty street is 

lined with cottages, again covered in wysteria and 

at the bottom there is a sweet riverside pub. Keep 

going until you reach the bottom of the lane.

4. Once you reach the river, turn left and keep going 

for some time passing under the bridge, past the 

sweet little boats, past the restaurants and pubs, 

stopping if you wish. Eventually the path leads 

slightly away from the river through the formal 

gardens. Keep going and eventually you will reach 

a metal kissing gate.

5. If you have a dog with you, you will need to turn 

right after the gate and re-join the river path. Turn 

left and carry on until you reach a shady lane to 

the left called River Lane. Turn left up here and 

take the first left down an alley to reach Petersham 

Nurseries.

6. If you don’t have a dog with you, instead turn left 

after the kissing gate and then turn right to enter 

the field. walk straight across the field, through the 

gate at the other side. Then pass along the narrow 

path to the end where you will find yourself in the 

carpark for  Petersham Nurseries.

7. Petersham Nurseries is one of London’s gems, a 

fabulous place for browsing, shopping, eating and 

drinking. The cafe is great, the restaurant better 

but requires booking a while ahead.

8. Once you are done at Petersham, turn left out of 

the entrance and down the alley to join River Lane. 

Turn left down the lane and at the end you will find 

the river. There is usually an ice cream van here 

and it’s a very nice place for dog swimming.

9. Turn left and keep going until you reach a sign 

for the ferry and Ham House. If you want to take 

a detour to Ham House (National Trust), it is well 

worth the trouble. Dogs are not allowed but the 

nice people at the reception will look after your 

dog while you have a scoot around.

10. Cross the river by way of the ferry and turn left 

once you disembark. Keep walking along the river 

path and then through the gardens, until you 

reach a road. Walk along here until you reach the 

White Swan which is an excellent place to stop for 

a riverside glass of cider and packet of crisps.

11. Once you are done at the pub, go back the way 

you came, past the ferry jetty, and keep going 

taking in the views of Marble Hill House to the left.

12. Keep following this shady lane all the way back to 

Richmond Bridge. Climb up the steps to reach the 

bridge, walk over and  and turn left at the other 

side to rejoin the river path.

13. Retracing your earlier steps, follow the path until 

you reach the next bridge and then turn right up 

Old Palace Lane. Walk across the green, turn right 

down one of the lanes and then left again to reach 

Richmond station.

Share your walk with us on Instagram using 

#bleakhouseguides or tag us @bleakhouse.london 

RICHMOND RIVERSIDE
START: RICHMOND TUBE STATION

FINISH: RICHMOND TUBE STATION
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