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An early Sunday morning stroll through three of London’s most famous 

and busiest markets. From Columbia Road to Brick Lane and Spitalfields, 

this area has been shaped by immigrant communites over the last four 

hundred years. Curry houses, Jewish bakeries and Huguenot weavers’ 

cottages make this part of London entirely unique and special. 

COLUMBIA ROAD TO SPITALFIELDS



1. Exit Hoxton station onto Geffrye Street and turn 

left onto Cremer Street. Carry on down the street 

and cross over Hackney Road onto Diss Street. 

Follow the road along you reach a path on the left, 

just before the carpark. Walk along this path to 

reach Ravenscroft Street and turn right.

2. Turn left onto Ezra Street and pass into the 

courtyard on the left. In the back corner you will 

find London’s best sausage bap stand. Stop for 

a cup of tea and a quick breakfast to set you on 

your way.

3. Follow Ezra Street around to the right to reach 

Columbia Road, where the famous flower market 

happens on a Sunday morning, originally to 

accommodate the local Jewish population.  

 

The love for cut flowers was introduced to the East 

End by Huguenot immigrants in the 17th century. 

The Huguenots also had a fascination for caged 

birds, hence the name of the pub further down the 

street.

4. Turn left to walk to the top of the market, then turn 

around and walk all the way back down, buying as 

many flowers as you can carry and ducking in and 

out of the lovely shops that line the street.

5. Keep going, past the Birdcage pub, and take 

the left down Gascoigne Place. Once you reach 

Virginia Road turn right and follow the road 

around and turn left onto Calvert Street.  

6. Walk along Calvert Street to reach Arnold Circus, 

taking in the famous grocery store Leila’s on the 

left. Once you reach Arnold Circus, climb to the 

top to Boundary Gardens to take in the view. 

 

Boundary Estate was built in 1890 on the site of 

the Old Nichol slum and is thought to be Britain’s 

first council estate. The soil from the foundations 

was used to build the circus in the centre.

7. Leave the circus by the next leg anti-clockwise, 

down Navarre Street. Turn left onto Boundary 

Street and at the bottom you will find Albion and 

Dishoom, both of which are excellent places for 

brunch. Take your pick and settle down for a while 

until the shops begin to open from eleven am. 

8. Turn left onto Redchurch Street where you will 

find a whole row of lovely shops, many of which 

are chains, but they are at least the nice ones. 

Further along is Labour & Wait, which is a great 

place to stock up on utilitarian kitchen goods. 

9. Once you reach the end of Redchurch Street cross 

over Bethnal Green Road and onto Brick Lane, 

where you will find the second market on our walk, 

as well as the famous 24 hour Beigel Bake.  

 

Brick Lane has been home to immigrant 

communities since the 17th century, from French 

Huguenots, to Irish, Ashkenazi Jews and the 

Bangladeshis who own the world famous curry 

houses that currently line the street.

10. Walk down Brick Lane taking in the atmosphere, 

and turn right onto Hanbury Street, where the 

body of Jack The Ripper’s victim Annie Chapman 

was found in September 1888. 

11. Turn left onto Wilkes Street where you will find  

Georgian town houses with unusual shuttered 

windows. These hosues were originally rented by 

Huguenot silk weavers as live/work spaces. Turn 

left down Princelet Street to rejoin Brick Lane. 

Turn right onto atmospheric Fournier Street.

12. At the end of Fournier Street is the magnificent 

18th century Christ Church, Spitalfields, designed 

by Nicholas Hawksmoor. 

13. Cross over Commercial Road onto Brushfield 

Street and into Spitalfields Market, which has been 

in existence since a trading license was granted by 

Charles I in 1638.

14. Pass north through the market to reach Folgate 

Street. At number 18 is Dennis Severs’ House, 

a historical imagination of the life of Huguenot 

Weavers in the 18th century. 

15. Turn right and then left onto Elder Street and walk 

up to Commercial Road. Cross over down Quaker 

Street and turn left into Wheler Street. Here you 

will find Shoreditch High Street station where our 

walk ends.

Share your walk on Instagram with 

#bleakhouseguides or tag us @bleakhouse.london 

COLUMBIA ROAD TO SPITALFIELDS
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