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A springtime walk through this pretty part of London where a fairytale bridge stands 

in front of one of London’s most beautiful rows of houses. Sweet little cottages and 

old pubs line the streets and the river is only ever a few moments away. Go early for 

magnolia and camellia and later in the month for wisteria. We like this walk best in 

the early evening when the area has quietened down and the light is captivating.



1. Exit Sloane Square station and take the left down 

Holbein Place. Walk all the way to the bottom and 

turn right onto Royal Hospital Road.

2. On the left is the Royal Hospital Chelsea, home of 

the famous Chelsea Pensioners in their distinctive 

red coats. The hospital was built by Charles II and 

Sir Christopher Wren and has been a retirement 

home for army veterans for over 300 years.

3. Carry on past the hospital and take the third left 

down Swan Walk, name for the pub which used 

to stand at the end of the street. Nip left to see 

the delightfully named Clover Mews and return to 

Swan Walk. The houses on this pretty street have 

enviable views over the Chelsea Physic Garden. 

4. The garden opened in 1673 as the Apothecaries’ 

Garden with the aim of training apprentices in the 

identification and use of medicinal plants. The 

garden played a key role in the establishment 

of the tea industry in India and has one of the 

first heated greenhouses in the world. If you are 

without a dog, and if you have the time, have a 

look around - it’s a magical place.

5. At the end of Swan Walk, turn right on Chelsea 

Embankment. Here you will walk past a fine row 

of houses in Arts & Crafts / Queen Anne Revival 

style built by Richard Norman Shaw in 1876. 

Swan House in particular is exceedingly pretty. If 

you look across the river you will see the Peace 

Pagoda in Battersea Park. 

6. At Chelsea Embankment Gardens turn right and 

then left onto beautiful Cheyne Walk, one of our 

favourite streets for wisteria spotting. The famous 

residents of this street are too numerous to list but 

include Mrs Gaskell, George Eliot, Syliva Pankhurst, 

Henry James and Ian Fleming. 

7. Halfway along Cheyne Walk take a short detour 

left to visit the entrance of the gorgeoulsy pink 

fairytale Albert Bridge, built in 1873. Return to 

Cheyne Walk and carry on to the left. 

8. Turn right into Lawrence Street and walk all the 

way up, taking in pretty Justice Walk and Upper 

Cheyne Row on the left. Follow the street around 

to the right and then turn left into Glebe Place. 

9. Ahead of you, on the corner at number 35, is 

West House, one of the earliest examples of 

Queen Anne Revival style in England and home 

of Uncle Monty in Withnail and I. Carry on around 

the bend. On the right hand side at number 49 is 

the only London building built by Charles Rennie 

Mackintosh, in 1920.

10. On the corner is the Chelsea Open Air school, 

established by a weatlhy American heiress in 1928. 

It is housed in a 16th century artisan’s cottage 

and a 17th century worker’s cottage. The school 

provided a healty, open air environment for the 

‘Kensington Cripples’, children so cosseted by their 

nursery nurses they needed to be taught how to 

dress and feed themselves and use the lavatory.

11. Continue to the top of Glebe Place, turn right onto 

King’s Road and then right down Oakley Street. 

The Ivy Chelsea Garden is nearby if you are fancy 

a chicken schnitzel and a glass of wine.

12. Go down Oakley Street and turn left into Phene 

Street. Pass right around Oakley Gardens and turn 

right and then left onto St Loo Street. Cross over 

Flood Street to Robinson Street.

13. At the end of the street turn left and follow the 

road around. On the corner is The Surprise which 

is a good place to stop for a rest and a drink. 

14. Walk ahead down Christchurch Street. On the 

right is Tite Street where Oscar Wilde lived and 

the next right is pretty Ormonde Gate. When you 

reach the end turn left onto Durham Place and 

keep going straight up Smith Street to re-join 

King’s Road. Turn right then left to see Bywater 

Street, Chelsea’s most instagrammed street.

15. Take the second right after Bywater Street onto 

Anderson Street. Turn right onto Bray’s Lane and 

right again onto Blackland’s Terrace where you will 

find the wonderful John Sandoe bookshop. 

16. Go right out of the shop and cross King’s Road to 

make your way back to Sloane Square where the 

walk ends. We highly recommend a meal at dog-

friendly Colbert before heading home.

Share your walk on Instagram with 

#bleakhouseguides or tag us @bleakhouse.london 
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