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A fascinating walk along the Pool of London where iconic landmarks give way to cobbled streets lined 

with beautiful wharves and cosy pubs. Flights of stone steps lead down to ghoulish gibbets and tales of 

pirates, smugglers and mutineers stay with you long after the walk has ended.



1. Exit London Bridge station onto Tooley Street. 

Cross the road and turn right, noting the stunning 

Art Deco facade of St Olaf House as you go. 

2. Turn left into Hay’s Lane to enter Hay’s Galleria, 

once Hay’s Wharf, which was known as ‘London’s 

Larder’ for the huge amount of dry food that was 

stored and traded here in the 18th century.

3. Walk through to the river and turn right. Walk 

along the promenade to Tower Bridge, taking in 

the views of London, HMS Belfast and the cute 

motorcycle helmet-shaped City Hall along the way.

4. Pass under Tower Bridge to reach Butler’s Wharf 

with its iconic iron ‘catwalks’. The complex 

reportedly contained the largest tea warehouse in 

the world in the 19th century. 

5. Walk along Shad Thames until you reach the 

Bengal Clipper on the right. Turn left here to reach 

the river where you will be rewarded with an 

outstanding view of Tower Bridge.

6. Return to Tower Bridge and cross the river. At the 

other side take the stairs down to reach the river 

path. Walk eastwards and pass over the lock and 

into St Katharine Docks. The soil excavated from 

here was used to build foundations for the houses 

built on the marshlands of Pimlico and Belgravia.

7. Walk along St Katherine’s Way, taking a quick 

detour down Alderman Stair to the beach. 

8. Turn right onto Wapping High Street and re-

join the Thames Path. Walk along the river until 

you reach Wapping Pier Head with its elegant 

Georgian merchants’ houses. Tall sailing ships 

would once have glided between these houses to 

reach Wapping Basin which is now filled in. 

9. Walk down the once bustling Wapping Old Stairs 

to see the location of Execution Dock where 

pirates were hung and then chained until three 

tides had covered them. 

10. Next door is the Town of Ramsgate pub with its 

listed interior, named for the Kentish sailors who 

used to drink here. Of the the 37 pubs that once 

lined this street, this is one of the few that remains.  

William Bligh drank here with Fletcher Christian 

before embarking on their ill-fated voyage on the 

Bounty in 1789. Stop for a drink if you need to.

11. Carry on, taking in the wonderful old wharves 

including the Victorian Gothic Oliver’s Wharf and 

St Thomas Wharf with its marvellous catwalks 

spanning the street. Soon you will reach the 

headquarters of the Marine Police Force, England’s 

oldest police force, predating the Metropolitan 

Police by 30 years. It was set up to tackle theft 

from the huge number of ships in the area. 

12. A little futher along is the Captain Kidd pub with 

its magnificent river views, named for the famous 

Scottish Pirate hung at Execution Dock in 1701. 

13. Carry on past Phoenix Wharf, King Henry’s Stairs 

and Gun Wharf (the latter two being named for 

Henry VIII’s nearby cannon founderies) and past 

Wapping station with its tenderly cared-for plants. 

14. As the street bends around to the left, turn down 

Wapping Wall and continue to the famous 16th 

century Prospect of Whitby pub where Samuel 

Pepys and Charles Dickens both drank. Walk down 

the steps at the side to see the pretty river facade 

of the pub and the creepy hanging gibbet.

15. Go straight ahead out of the pub and turn right to 

re-join the Thames Path. Walk along the river to 

Limehouse, the location of the notorious Chinese 

opium dens so richly characterised by Charles 

Dickens, Arthur Conan Doyle and Oscar Wilde. 

16. Once your reach Narrow Street follow the signpost 

to the Thames Path and you will soon arrive at the 

Dockmaster’s House, now The Narrow pub. 

17. From here rejoin Narrow Street, a pretty street 

lined with 17th and 18th century houses and the 

wonderful Grapes public house, where Charles 

Dickens was made to stand on a table and sing to 

the customers by his godfather who lived nearby.

18. From the Grapes, carry on along Narrow Street 

until the end where you will find Westferry DLR 

station where the walk ends.

Share your walk on Instagram with 

#bleakhouseguides or tag us @bleakhouse.london 
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