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What's new in Gen III Roland HOTbox? A heat sensor is inside, on the floor of the HOTbox, under a small metal 
plate. The sensor will turn the lights off when the interior reaches the maximum temperature for longevity of the 
components, and it will turn them back on when the temp lowers. (NOTE: If your hotbox reaches this level, turn 
down the dial and work at a little lower temp!). The sensor is covered with a small metal plate. The protective plate 
is grounded, but do NOT tamper with the wires underneath as this may result in a shock!   

Also new with Gen 3, a heavier cord which is detachable, and a dimmer box (located on the cord—IMAGE 2). 
The dimmer has numerical dial to make it easier to find your desired work heat. We suggest that you keep the dial on 
0 when turning the box on, to heat up turn it to # 6, and after about 15 minutes adjust it up or down, as needed. 
minutes. When finished turn dial back to 0 and unplug from your power source.  

Image 1: LEFT –twist and turn to check or replace fuse.    RIGHT: Dimmer box / cord plug in to front of HOTbox. 

 

• HOW IT WORKS: The dial adjust the lights, and therefore the heat. It will need adjustment as you work, as it 
does not have a thermostat, and plate surface temperatures depend in part on the ambient temp in your 
studio. Use a fast reading surface thermometer like Coverite Pocket or Drura Trax Infrared 
thermometers (both on Amazon). The surface of the print plate should read between 155 F (barely melting 
wax) and 200F, according to your preference for the work you are doing. Most artists print monotypes 
between 170F – 180F. A fan or air conditioner blowing on the plate will cool it down. Direct these away. 
Plate surface will reach about 215 F before sensor turns off lights to cool. Adjust dial downward before 
continuing. 

• The dimmer box has its own fuse that will trip, as a safety precaution, if overloaded or if there is a 
short. If the hotbox lights do not come on as usual, check the fuse to see if it has tripped. Push and twist to 
remove / replace. If the glass is darkened or filament is broken, replace the fuse. (IMAGE 1) It is a 5 amp 
125/250v SlowBlow fuse, very inexpensive and readily available. 

ALL ROLAND HOTBOX MODELS, INCLUDING GENERATION 3:  

• Hotboxes are insulated and heated by 4-100 watt incandescent light bulbs. The dimmer adjusts the light 
and therefore the heat. The plate is anodized aluminum which keeps colors from changing, or creating a 
grey-black oxidation. Anodizing also allows the plate to be cleaned more easily. Pre Gen2, dimmer has 
rotary or slider). Older models do NOT have heat sensor and must be allowed to cool after a few hours of 
use, especially if plate temperatures exceed 190F. 

• Use only 100 watt incandescent bulbs. Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES should you use a 
higher wattage bulb!  The bulbs last for years and we believe they will continue to be available. 
One good source has been: www.1000bulbs.com but bulbs may also be found on Amazon. Buy 
extra and you will have them when needed. No, the energy saver bulbs do NOT work because 
they do not produce heat.  

• All models allow you to use paper larger than the print plate, print edge to edge on paper, to spot 
print on paper, or to print with images with borders or margins similar to printing on a press. The 
heat is evenly distributed and used properly, the wax will not overheat and produce harmful 
fumes. 



Roland Encaustic HOTBOX POSSIBLY THE MOST USEFUL,                                            
VERSATILE, AND ENERGY EFFICIENT EQUIPMENT FOR ENCAUSTIC .                                   

Now Available in Single, Double, or PRO (4) 

• The Roland Hotbox may be used as a heated palette, enabling you to mix encaustic colors on the plate 
when painting, or to heat a panel when painting with encaustic. It may also be used to heat small amounts 
(about 1 inch in depth) of paint in small tins, but is not designed to heat pots of wax. It has many other 
uses with encaustic, including drawing on paper heated from beneath. Multiple Roland HOTboxes are 
suitable for classes and save on energy use and the need for more electric circuits.  

• There is only one size HOTbox and all models are compatible. They are 16" x 22" x 6.25" (plate is 1/8" 
thick). The boxes are MODULAR and may be used side by side with a larger plate spanning them. If your 
table or floor is uneven, or if there is a slight variation in height, place shims under the lower box to raise it. 

• A two box DOUBLE set-up (22" x 32" x 6.25" with 22" x 32" x 1/8" plate) is available without special order. 
The Roland HOTbox PRO Set-Up consists of a 32" x 44" plate and four HOTboxes. You may add a 
PRO plate, and add to your older boxes with new ones to complete this set up, or order the full new 4-box 
set up. These configurations allow you to work larger. ALL model HOTboxes are compatible. 

For more creative ideas SEE: ABOUT HOTBOXES / WHY HOTBOXES, and 
FAQ’s (Frequently Asked Questions): www.RolandWorkshops.com 

 
Troubleshooting the HOTbox! 
Lights do not come on? 1. Make sure box is 
plugged in. 2. Check the fuse 9(Gen3 only), replace if 
necessary. If this fails, see below. 
Lights are on but will not dim: You need a new 
dimmer. 
Consult an electrician or unplug cord / dimmer from 
box (Gen3) and return to us for service. (Older 
models do not detach and the entire box must be sent 
back or taken to an electrician for repair. Dimmer 
replacement is easy and inexpensive.) 
Before returning anything to us:  Phone 505-577-6184 
first, then pack well and mail, prepaid/insured, to The 
Open Studio LLC, 523 Cortez St., Santa Fe, NM 
87501 See warranty below. 

WARRANTY: The Roland Encaustic HOTbox is guaranteed 
to be free from defects in material and workmanship for 90 
days from purchase. Warranty applies to original owner only 
and excludes tampering, misuse (including running at plate 
surface temperatures higher than 200 F for extended 
periods), abuse, or alteration. Using a bulb other than 
incandescent type or higher than 100 watts voids the 
warranty. If you wish to obtain warranty service, call or 
email us first. Then properly package the unit and return it to 
us insured with freight prepaid. We do not pay for return 
shipping. Warranty is applicable only in USA and Canada. 
Waiver of Liability: The Roland Encaustic HOTbox is 
intended for indoor use by adults. All users are responsible 
for being educated about the proper use of encaustic art 
materials to insure health and safety (see information on 
www.RolandWorkshops.com and at other locations n the 
web). Follow safety precautions as you would for any 
electrical appliance, i.e., inspect cords and interior for wear 
and tear, do not immerse in water or let liquid come in 
contact with electrical parts, etc. The purchaser of the 
Roland Encaustic HOTbox, on behalf of himself or herself, 
and all agents, employees, assignees, administrators, or 
executors, hereby releases, discharges, and waives all 
claims of liability against The Open Studio LLC, Paula 
Roland or her employees for any injuries, damages, or loss 
of any kind that might be sustained while using this 
equipment. This waiver applies to any third party sale or 
transference of the product. PLACING A Roland HOTBOX 
order indicates your acceptance of these terms. Please 

refer to product use information on the website or email 
us for use information. 

Be sure to read all valuable information on 
the Roland Workshop Website: Health and 
Safety, FAQs, and About HOTbox use.   
To view Paula’s work and see some of the 
possibilities with encaustic monotypes go to 
her art website, www.PaulaRoland.com 
 
 Get the 2 ½ hour Instructional DVD: 
ENCAUSTIC MONOTYPES—Painterly 

Prints With Heat And Wax 
It’s thorough, “mesmerizing”, and covers 

2 days of Paula’s 4-Day workshop. 

MANY HAVE CALLED PAULA’S 
WORKSHOPS LIFE-CHANGING,  
TAKE ONE AND SEE WHY. 

For more about encaustic workshops 
HOTboxes, and other topics go to: 
www.RolandWorkshops.com  


