
1www.medicalhouse.co.nz

I HAVE NO 
SPECIAL TALENT. 

I AM ONLY 
PASSIONATELY 

CURIOUS.





This  book  was  made  possible  through  
funding  from  Medical  House  Ltd,  New  
Zealand’s  most  innovative  medical  
disposable  consumables  company.

  

Medical  House  Ltd
Medical  Disposable  Consumables  and  Supplies
2B  Lock  Crescent,  Hillsborough
Christchurch,  8022,  New  Zealand
Phone:        0800  MEDHOUSE  (633  468)
Facsimile:      0800  633  467
Email:      info@medicalhouse.co.nz



4 www.medicalhouse.co.nz

SPECIAL  EDITION

Published  November  2011

The   quotations   used  within   this   book   remain   the  
property  of  the  owners  living  or  dead.

For  further  information  contact:  Medical  House  Ltd,  
2B  Lock  Crescent,  Hillsborough,  Christchurch  8022,
New  Zealand  or  visit  www.medicalhouse.co.nz
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Dedicated to the power of words...

Keep reading!
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Another  year  of  quotes  has  been  carefully  assembled  by  the  team  and  
packaged  with  care  for  you  to  enjoy  and  use  to  impress  your  friends!  
In  a  year  that  has  seen  the  power  of  people  overthrow  dictatorships  in  
many  cases  through  the  power  of  words  spread  by  social  media,  it  is  
maybe  appropriate  that  we  use  Einsteins  curiosity  quote  as  our  title.  They  
asked  questions  of  their  leaders  and  forced  the  answer  they  wished  for!
For  this  great  thought  leader  to  state  that,  “I  have  no  special  talent.  I  
am  only  passionately  curious,”  is  probably  a  taste  of  his  humility  but  
also  a  testament  to  the  power  of  curiosity.  
Our  Core  Value  #8  is  “Be  Curious”.  It  means  always  asking  for  the  better  
way,  for  another  solution  to  a  problem.  Robert  Kennedy  paraphrased  
George  Bernard  Shaw  beautifully  when  he   famously   stated,   “There  
are  those  that  look  at  things  the  way  they  are,  and  ask  why?  I  dream  of  
things  that  never  were,  and  ask  why  not?”

Ones,”  advertisement  (see  Page  75)  which  starts  with  Einstein  himself,  
the   common   theme   is   that   these   people   never   lost   their   childlike  
curiosity.  That  almost  uncontrollable  urge  that  children  have  to  want  to  
know  more.  To  prod  the  worm,  taste  the  dirt  and  pull  the  cats  tail  -  all  
to  see  what  happens.  To  learn.  To  grow.
We  hope  that  through  the  quotes  in  this  book  and  the  underlying  “Be  
Curious

will  look  at  your  world  and  ask  why  is  that?  Not  always  accepting  that  

Enjoy  our  beloved  quote  book  with  our  best  wishes.  We  hope  you  are  
amused  by  some  and  touched  by  others,  but  most  of  all  we  hope  that  
your  curiosity  is  piqued!

Steve  Ardagh  
and  the  whole  team  at  Medical  House

November,  2011

Introduction
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Albert Einstein

I HAVE NO 
SPECIAL TALENT. 

I AM ONLY 
PASSIONATELY 

CURIOUS.
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Just because the tide is 
out doesn’t mean there 

is any less ocean.
Seth Godin



10 www.medicalhouse.co.nz

If  life gives you lemons, 
look for a Mexican!

Anonymous
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I  knew I  was an 
unwanted baby when 
I saw that my bath 
toys were a toaster 

and a radio.
Joan Rivers
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It’s amazing what you can 
accomplish if you don’t care 

who gets the credit.
Harry S Truman
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It is not the critic who counts, not the 
man who points out how the strong man 
stumbled, or where the doer of deeds could 
have done better. The credit belongs to the 
man who is actually in the arena; whose 
face is marred by the dust and sweat and 
blood; who strives valiantly; who errs and 
comes short again and again, because there 
is no effort without error or shortcoming; 
who knows the great enthusiasms, the great 
devotions and spends himself in a worthy 
cause; who at the best, knows in the end the 
triumph of high achievement, and who, at 
worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring 
greatly; so that his place shall never be 
with those cold and timid souls who know 
neither victory or defeat.

Theodore Roosevelt
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Courage is what 
it takes to stand 
up and speak, 
Courage is also 
what it takes 
to sit down and 
listen.

Winston Churchill
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Never wrestle with 
pigs. You both get 
dirty and the pig 

likes it.
George Bernard Shaw
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Women are made to be loved 
not understood. 

Oscar Wilde
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Everyone grieves and deals with 

situations in different ways.  This 

we should respect even if  we 

cannot understand. We should 

realise not to judge on what event 

took place, but understand how it 

affected the individual.

Danette
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No 
snowflake 

in an 
avalanche 
ever feels 

responsible.
Voltaire
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Before you crit icise 
someone, you should 
walk a mile in their shoes. 
That  way when you 
criticise them, you are a 
mile away from them and 
you have their shoes.

Jack Handey
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If you are going to go 
through hell, keep going.  

Winston Churchill
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Expecting the world 
to treat you fairly 

because you are good 
is like expecting the 
bull not to charge 
because you are a 

vegetarian.
Dennis Wholey
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GOOD	 LUCK	 BAD	 LUCK

A	 father	 and	 his	 son	 owned	 a	 farm.	 They	 did	 not	 have	 
many	 animals,	 but	 they	 did	 own	 a	 horse.	 One	 day	 the	 
horse	 ran	 away.
“How	 terrible,	 what	 bad	 luck,”	 said	 the	 neighbours.
“Good	 luck,	 bad	 luck,	 who	 knows?”	 replied	 the	 farmer.
Several	 weeks	 later	 the	 horse	 returned,	 bringing	 
with	 him	 four	 wild	 mares.
“What	 marvellous	 luck,”	 said	 the	 neighbours.
“Good	 luck,	 bad	 luck,	 who	 knows?”	 replied	 the	 farmer.
The	 son	 began	 to	 learn	 to	 ride	 the	 wild	 horses,	 but	 
one	 day	 he	 was	 thrown	 and	 broke	 his	 leg.
“What	 bad	 luck,”	 said	 the	 neighbours.
“Good	 luck,	 bad	 luck,	 who	 knows?”	 replied	 the	 farmer.
The	 next	 week	 the	 army	 came	 to	 the	 village	 to	 take	 
all	 the	 young	 men	 to	 war.	 The	 farmer’s	 son	 was	 still	 
disabled	 with	 his	 broken	 leg,	 so	 he	 was	 spared.	 “Good	 
luck,	 bad	 luck,	 who	 knows?”

Jim  Lovell
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There are people 
who make things 
h a p p e n ,  t h o s e 
who watch things 
happen, and people 
who wonder what 
happened.

Unknown
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If plan a faIls, 
remember you have 

25 letters left.  
Chris Guillebeau
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A lie gets halfway 
around the world 

before the truth 
has a chance to get 

its pants on.
Winston Churchill
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This tastes so good I 
wish my mouth was 

bigger!
Kung Fu Panda
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I don’t exercise. If 
God had wanted me to 

bend over, he would 
have put diamonds on 

the floor. 
Joan Rivers
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It’s not about you, 
it’s not about me.  
It’s about us. 

Robin Ngatoro
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Before you try to change 
others, remember how 

hard it is to change 
yourself.

Bill Bluestein
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Don’t just like. Like is watered-down love. Like 
is mediocre. Like is wishy-washy emotion of 
the content. Athletes don’t do it for the like 
of a sport. Artists don’t suffer for the like 
of art. There is no I like NY T-shirt. And 
Romeo didn’t just like Juliet. LOVE. Now 
that’s powerful stuff. Love changes things. 
Upsets things. Conquers things. Love is at 
the root of everything good that has ever 
happened and will ever happen. LOVE what 
you do.

Unknown
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Keep away from people 
who try to belittle your 

ambitions. Small people 
always do that, but the 
really great make you 
feel that you, too, can 

become great. 

Mark Twain
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Have	 a	 heart	 that	 never	 
hardens,	 and	 a	 tempter	 
that	 never	 tires,	 and	 a	 
touch	 that	 never	 hurts.

Charles  Dickens
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The greatest discovery 
of all time is that a 
person can change 

his future by merely 
changing his attitude.

Oprah Winfrey
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Unknown

Knowledge is 
realising that 
the street is 
one-way, wisdom 
is looKing both 
directions 
anyway.
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Opinions are like bum 
holes - everybody has 
one and most of  them 

stink.

Unknown
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Put your hand on a hot 
stove for a minute, and it 
seems like an hour. Sit with 
a pretty girl for an hour, 
and it seems like a minute. 
THAT’S relativity. 

Albert Einstein
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I have been through some terrible things in my 
life, some of which actually happened.

Mark Twain
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Tom Green

“Quando Omni Flunkus Moritati”
(when all else fails play dead).
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People who say it 
cannot be done should 
not interrupt those 
who are doing it.

George Bernard Shaw



40 www.medicalhouse.co.nz

I wish I took the money instead of 
the Wedding, life would have been 
so much easier!

FM
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Bill Cosby

Women don’t want 
to hear what you 

think. Women 
want to hear what 

they think – in a 
deeper voice.
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Opportunity is 
missed by most 

people because it is 
dressed in overalls 

and looks like work.  
Thomas Edison



43www.medicalhouse.co.nz

When angry, count 
to four; when very 

angry, swear.

Mark Twain
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Always be nice 
to your children 
because they are the 
ones who will choose 
your rest home.

Phyllis Diller
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Your time is limited, so don’t waste 
it living someone else’s life. Don’t be 
trapped by dogma - which is living with 
the results of other people’s thinking.
Don’t let the noise of others’ opinions 
drown out your own inner voice.
And most important, have the courage 
to follow your heart and intuition.
They somehow already know what you 
truly want to become. Everything else is 
secondary.

Steve Jobs
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Work is the curse of 
the drinking classes.

Oscar Wilde
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First they ignore you. 
Then they laugh at you. 
Then they fight you. 

Then you win.

Mahatma Ghandi
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You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself
any direction you choose.
You’re on your own.
And you know what you know.
And YOU are the one who’ll decide where 
to go....

Dr Seuss
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A l i fe  spent  making 
mistakes is not only more 
honourable, but more 
useful than a life spent 

doing nothing.
George Bernard Shaw
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Don’t focus on the effect 
of a dilemma, focus 
on its cause and how 
you contributed to its 
manifestation.

Unknown
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Love me when I 
least deserve 

it, because 
that’s when I 

really need it.

Swedish Proverb
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It takes many good 
deeds to build a 

reputation, and only 
one bad one to lose it.

Benjamin Franklin
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As she lay there dozing next to 
me, one voice inside my head kept 
saying “relax, you are not the first 
doctor to sleep with one of his 
patients,” but another voice kept 
reminding me, “Howard, you are a 
veterinarian.” 

Anonymous
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It is better to remain 
silent and be thought a 
fool than to open one’s 
mouth and remove all 
doubt. 

Abraham Lincoln
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A moment of 
silence, please, 
for the lost art 
of shutting up.

Neil Genzlinger
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the bad news Is tIme 
flIes. the good news 
Is you’re the pIlot.

Michael Althsuler
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If I had asked 
people what they 

wanted, they would 
have said faster 

horses. 
Henry Ford
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Saint Augustine

The world is a 
book, and those 
who do not travel 
read only a page.
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And in the end it is not the years 
in your life that count, it’s the 

life in your years.

Abraham Lincoln
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I was left in 
no doubt as to 
the severity 

of the 
hangover when 
a cat STAMPED 
into the room.

P G Wodehouse
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We all have our time machines.  Some take us back, 
they’re called memories. Some take us forward, 
they’re called dreams. 

Jeremy Irons
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I don’t need you to 
remind me of my age. 
I have a bladder to do 

that for me. 
Stephen Fry
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I’m a nice enough person to forgive, 
not stupid enough to forget.

Unknown
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A man who says little 
may already have said 
all he knows! 

John Beattie Dental Surgery
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Never argue with a 
fool, onlookers may 
not be able to tell 
the difference.

Mark Twain
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The race is long & in the end 
it’s only with yourself

 Everybody’s free 
(to wear sunscreen).

Baz Luhrmann
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My luck is so bad 
that if I bought 

a cemetery, 
people would 

stop dying.
Rodney Dangerfield
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A true friend is 
someone who thinks 
you are a good egg 

even though he knows 
that you are slightly 

cracked. 

Bernard Meltzer
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Fall seven 
times, stand 

up eight. 
Japanese Proverb
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The bold don’t live 
forever but the timid 

don’t live at all. 

Marco Polo
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I’d rather regret the 
things I’ve done, than 
regret the things I 

haven’t done.
Lucille Ball
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If people were meant 
to pop out of bed, 
we’d all sleep in 
toasters.

Garfield (Jim Davis)
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The most remarkable thing about 
my mother is that for thirty years 
she served the family nothing but 
leftovers. The original meal has 

never been found.

Calvin Trillin
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People need to be 
reminded more 
than they need 
to be instructed.

Samual Johnson
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Here’s to the crazy ones. The misfits. The rebels. The 
troublemakers. The round pegs in the square holes. 
The ones who see things differently. They’re not fond 
of rules. And they have no respect for the status quo. 
You can quote them, disagree with them, glorify or 
vilify them. About the only thing you can’t do is ignore 
them. Because they change things. They invent. They 
imagine. They heal. They explore. They create. They 
inspire. They push the human race forward. Maybe 
they have to be crazy. How else can you stare at an 
empty canvas and see a work of art? Or sit in silence 
and hear a song that’s never been written? Or gaze at 
a red planet and see a laboratory on wheels? … While 
some see them as the crazy ones, we see genius. 
Because the people who are crazy enough to think 
they can change the world, are the ones who do. 

Apple Inc.
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Happiness is having a 
large, loving, caring, 
close-knit family in 

another city. 

Unknown
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George Burns

THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 

THINGS IN LIFE 
ARE NOT THINGS. 
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Pain is inevitable. Suffering is optional.

Buddhist proverb
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Be yourself; everyone else 
is already taken.

Oscar Wilde
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I told my dentist 
my teeth are going 
yellow. He told me 

to wear a brown tie.
Rodney Dangerfield
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I’d rather be 
hated for who I 
am, than loved 
for who I am not.

Kurt Cobain
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Exercise is for people 
who can’t handle drugs 

and alcohol. 

Lily  Tomlin
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YOU CANNOT PLOUGH A 
FIELD BY TURNING IT 
OVER IN YOUR MIND.

Unknown
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Change 
the way 

you thInk 
SA
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Yelling doesn’t get 
your point across, it 
only makes it louder.

Grant Hill
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Being powerful is like being 
a lady. If you have to tell 

people you are, you aren’t.

Margaret Thatcher
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You’re braver than you 
be lieve, and stronger 
t h an you se em , and 
smarter than you think.

Christopher Robin to Pooh
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Sometimes the questions 
are complicated and the 

answers are simple.

Dr Seuss
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One generation 
plants the 
trees, and 

another gets 
the shade.

Chinese Proverb
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From the mouths of kids …

HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHOM TO MARRY?   
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if 
you like sports, she should like it that you like sports, and she 
should keep the chips and dip coming.    
--  Alan, age 10   

HOW CAN A STRANGER TELL IF TWO PEOPLE ARE 
MARRIED?    
You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be 
yelling at the same kids.  
--  Derrick, age 8   

WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUR MOM AND DAD HAVE IN 
COMMON?    
Both don’t want any more kids.     
--  Lori, age 8   
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WHAT DO MOST PEOPLE DO ON A DATE?    
Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to 
know each other.  Even boys have something to say if you listen 

long enough.    
--  Lynnette, age 8 (isn’t she a treasure)  

On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually 
gets them interested enough to go for a second date.   

--  Martin, age 10      

IS IT BETTER TO BE SINGLE OR MARRIED?    
It’s better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need 

someone to clean up after them.  
 --  Anita, age 9 (bless you child)  

HOW WOULD YOU MAKE A MARRIAGE WORK?     
Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a 

dump truck. 
--  Ricky, age 10   
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1. Be Easy to Deal with

2. Deliver AWESOME Service

3. Have Fun with it!

4. Possess a steadfast intolerance to mediocrity

5. Forever Learning

6. Build Open and Honest Relationships

7. There is no “I” in Team

8. Be Curious

9. Be Elegant

10. Live Long and Prosper

Our Core Values
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My Quotes:
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My Quotes:
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My Quotes:




