
     

 

 

©Copyright 2015 Corset Deal 

All rights reserved 

1-855-441-2007 

 

 

The Ultimate Guide to 

Black, Gothic & 

 Steampunk Corsets 
 

 

 

www.corsetdeal.com 

Call Us at 1-855-441-2007 

Visit Our International Sites: 

 
 

  

http://www.corsetdeal.com/
http://www.corsetdeal.com/
http://www.corsetdeal.com/


     

 

 

©Copyright 2015 Corset Deal 

All rights reserved 

1-855-441-2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table of Contents 
 

Introduction 

The Different Types of Corsets 

Overbust vs. Underbust Corsets 

SteamPunk Corsets 

Gothic Corsets 

Couture Corsets 

Sexy Black Corsets 

Conclusion 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
  

 

  

http://www.corsetdeal.com/


     

 

 

©Copyright 2015 Corset Deal 

All rights reserved 

1-855-441-2007 

 

 

Introduction  
Women have been wearing corsets for centuries to enhance their shape. While some records of corsets date back to 

prehistoric times, they were most prominent during the Victorian Era in 16th Century Europe. At first, corsets were 

traditionally worn as an undergarment used to smooth out any imperfections and create the desired hourglass shape. They 

were also occasionally worn as over-garments and incorporated into women's dresses. Though corsets were mostly used by 

women, men also wore corsets. 

 

While many fashion trends come and go, the corset is one that has remained popular throughout history. In the pages 

ahead, you'll learn about the different types and styles of corsets and see why they have maintained their popularity for 

many, many years.  
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The Different Types of Corsets  
 

The Conical Shape  

Conical shaped corsets were the most common corset type in the 1700s. The conical corset 

aimed to lift and shape the breasts, tighten the midriff area, improve posture and support the 

back. This type of corset has straight sides that taper down from the top to waist like an 

upside down cone. Conical corsets are still made today, but they are not ideal for first time 

corset wearers. Because they shape the lower floating ribs, they are difficult and 

uncomfortable to wear. It can take eight months to a year and a half for a woman to shape 

her ribs to fit a conical corset.  

 

The Hourglass Shape  

The hourglass shape is the most popular corset shape today. It's more comfortable than a 

conical corset, and is ideal for women who want to accentuate their silhouette without significant 

body shaping. An hourglass shaped corset cinches at the waist, while hugging a woman in all the 

right places to truly enhance her curves and stunning physique. It's the ideal corset type for a 

first time wearer. High quality hourglass corsets are made with steel bones and work to gradually 

reduce the size of a woman's waist over time. Known as a waist training corset, these corsets 

apply pressure to the floating ribs and gradually compress them inward, which makes the waist 

smaller.  

 

The Waist Cincher  

The waist cincher, or waist corset, isn't usually what a woman imagines when she thinks 

about corsets. A waist corset wraps around the stomach to provide support, smooth out rolls 

and make a woman look more slender. Unlike other corset types, the waist cincher does not 

gradually shape the floating ribs.  
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Overbust vs. Underbust Corsets 
A corset can be categorized as an overbust or underbust corset. An overbust corset provides wider coverage and extends 

from above the bust and down to the hips. Because it provides full coverage, an overbust corset supports and enhances 

the breasts. An underbust corset, on the other hand, provides less coverage and extends from just below the bust and 

down to the hips. When worn as an over-garment, an underbust corset must be paired with another top or dress because it 

does not provide complete coverage.  

  
 

Top quality overbust and underbust corsets are constructed with steel bones, which are required for waist training. 

Therefore, both corsets can be worn underneath clothing to gradually reduce the size of the waist. While both corsets can 

slim the waist and enhance a woman's shape, the main difference is overbust corsets provide support for the bust. 

Overbust corsets are the best option for women with larger breasts because they provide ample support without the need 

of bra straps. Those who are not concerned about providing support for their bust can choose between either style.   
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Steampunk Corsets 
Steampunk fashion is a subgenre of the steampunk 

movement in science fiction and fantasy literature. 

Steampunk combines Victorian Era romanticism 

with elements from the 19th Century Industrial 

Revolution in Europe. It is based on an alternative 

history in which steam powered machinery has a 

more prominent role. Steampunk fashions feature 

Victorian and futuristic elements and bear mostly 

neutral colors, such as black and browns, with the 

occasional addition of bolder colors like red, blue 

and purple. Steampunk outfits are commonly tied 

together using a statement accessory, such as top 

hats, googles or parasols.  

 

Corsets are a very popular steampunk fashion and 

can be overbust or underbust. Women's steampunk 

corsets are commonly worn with skirts and dresses, 

as well as pants and coats. Today's steampunk 

corsets are adorned in Victorian and steampunk 

inspired prints, such as pinstripes, machinery, and 

floral and leaf designs. Many steampunk corsets 

incorporate metallic elements in the form of metal 

clasps, zippers, hooks and belts buckles.  
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Gothic Corsets 
The gothic subgenre is rooted in the post-punk movement in 

England during late 1970s. During that time gothic rock, a 

branch of post-punk music, amassed great popularity. 

Though it was not a political or social movement, gothic 

culture is viewed as a youth revolt against the styles that 

were prevalent during that time. Unlike the more vibrant 

fashions of the period, gothic fashion is characterized by 

darkness, mystery, drama and refinement. Those who dress 

in gothic fashion dress in dark clothing and make their 

complexions very light and almost white. This look is similar 

to how the English dressed in times of mourning during the 

Victorian Era.    

 

Corsets are a common garment in gothic fashion. Gothic 

corsets are similar to steampunk corsets in that they are 

inspired by Victorian fashion and can be overbust or 

underbust. But, that's where their similarities end. Along with 

Victorian fashion, gothic corsets also take elements from 

punk and medieval fashions, including lace, leather, fishnets, 

chains, black velvets, zippers and hooks. Gothic corsets may 

also contain religious elements like crosses and crucifixes. 

While gothic corsets are primarily black, they can also feature 

other dark colors, such as dark blue, purple, red and green.   
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Couture Corsets 
The couture corset is known as more a feminine and 

luxurious corset style. The term "couture" originates 

from France and refers to high-end fashion garments 

that are handmade and custom-fitted. A fashion 

designer makes couture pieces specifically for client. 

Outside of France, the word "couture" has come to 

mean high-end, but doesn’t always refer to a custom-

fitted garment.  

 

Couture corsets exhibit a high-end and luxurious style 

and are commonly embellished with feminine 

elements like ornate beading and trimmings, delicate 

lace and beautiful bows. Because of their sophisticated 

and elegant appearance, couture corsets remain a 

popular corset style. When worn with a ballgown or 

floor-length skirt, a couture corset creates a stunningly 

beautiful formal outfit.  
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Sexy Black Corsets 
Black Corsets are sexy, sleek and always look great on everyone. 

You can have fun wearing a black corset in any style including waist 

training, underbust corsets, fashionable black gothic corsets and 

more.  Stay on top of your fashion. Shop black corsets and always 

feel sexy.  
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Conclusion 
As you can see, there are many different types and styles of corsets, all of which are 

designed to flatter a woman's physique, showcase her personality and create a stunning 

outfit. Available in a wide range of styles, there's a corset style out there to enhance any 

body type and complement any style. Visit us online at CorsetDeal.com to view our 

wonderful selection of authentic steel boned corsets.  
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