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WISH LIST

• 3 DVD players for new TV’s
• 1 EPSON projector
• Funds for Printer Lease Agreement
• Round and rectangular
 table cloths
• Donor for our next Newsletter
• 8 oz hot cups 
• Decaffeinated coffee
• Herbal tea bags

2016 SPRING SEMESTER DATES

• REGISTRATION—DETAILS IN
 THE SPRING GUIDE
• FACULTY ORIENTATION— 
 MARCH 4
• CLASSES BEGIN—MARCH 7,
 END ON MAY 13
• GOOD FRIDAY—NO CLASSES ON 
 MARCH 25
• SNOWBIRD SPECIALS—
 CLASSES BEGIN AFTER APRIL 1
• SPRING FESTIVAL—MAY 17 
• FACULTY LUNCHEON—MAY 19

IN MEMORY

The members of the Board of 
Directors wish to extend their 
sincerest condolences to the family 
of Pauline Menyhart. Pauline, 
who recenlty passed away, was 
an enthusiastic student and office 
volunteer. FLI thanks her family for 
the memorial contributions received 
in her honor.

FISH FRY FUNDRAISER

• Benefits FLI
• Only at Knights of Columbus
 on E. Washington Street
• Every Friday in Lent
• Purchase tickets at FLI office

“FLI was a great success from 
the first day, when expecting 40 
students, it drew 115.”

Fr. Louis Putz, C.S.C.

REMEMBER US

The Forever Learning Institute would like to suggest that all students, faculty, 
and friends of FLI seriously consider our program when finalizing estate plans. 
Wills, trusts, and gifts will benefit continuing the dream of life long learning for 
students. Please contact Sister Linda in the FLI office for more inormation.

Fr. Louis Putz, C.S.C. said:  FLI was 
a great success from the first day, 

when expecting 40 students,  it 
drew 115. 
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F.L.I. provides our 
community with 

diversified opportunities 
for personal growth and  

enrichment.   

WISH LIST: 
 2 DVD Players for new TV’s 
 Additional Samsung Smart  

TV 
 1 EPSON Projector 
 Computer for Executive 

Director 
 Program for Web Design 
 Printer Lease Agreement 

Monies 
 Round and rectangular 

Table clothes 
 Donor for our next 

Newsletter 
 8 oz hot cups  
 Decaffeinated coffee 
 Herbal tea bags 

   REMEMBER US 
The Forever Learning Institute would like to remind all students 
and faculty to seriously consider our program when finalizing  
estate plans. 
Wills, trusts and gifts would be a huge help in continuing the 
dream of lifelong learning for many students for years to come. 
For more information and assistance on estate planning for the 
Forever Learning Institute, please contact Sister Linda in the FLI 
Office. 

2016 SPRING SEMESTER DATES 
 REGISTRATION: watch for details in Spring Guide 
 FACULTY ORIENTATION—MARCH 4 
 CLASSES BEGIN MARCH 7, END ON MAY 13 
 GOOD FRIDAY—NO CLASSES—March 25 
 SNOWBIRD SPECIALS—CLASSES BEGINNING AFTER APRIL 1 
 SPRING FESTIVAL—MAY 17  
 FACULTY LUNCH—MAY 19 

Much appreciation to  
the generous donors for 
all our 40th Anniversary 

Celebrations! 

The Underwriting of this newsletter was provided by: 

and an   anonymous donor 
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Forever Learning Institute, 54191 Ironwood Road, South Bend, IN 46635, 574-282-1901 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 

This past 40th Anniversary Year, fall semester 2014 and spring semester 2015, was exciting and energizing as 
we proudly honored our founder, Father Louis Putz, C.S.C., and celebrated Forever Learning Institute 
reaching this milestone. The Board of Directors hosted two commemorative dinners, the first one at St. 
Hedwig’s to thank our volunteer faculty, students, staff, and friends of Forever Learning and the second at 
Gillespie Center to thank three supporters who were instrumental through these years—Catholic Charities 
from The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, The St. Joseph Regional Medical Center, and The Congregations of Holy 
Cross.  In addition, throughout the year, the Forever Learning Community learned about the special attributes of Father 
Putz and the Board’s dedication to the school’s mission of improving the quality and dignity of senior adult life through 
life long learning experiences.  From our presentations and resulting discussions, two particular quotes from faculty 
members remain fixed in my mind:  “Learning is the magical youth again” and “You can teach an old dog new tricks.”  
These thoughts are affirmations of what Father Putz strongly believed and of what we believe—that keeping one’s mind 
alive and vibrant leads to one’s mental, social and physical well being. 
 

Because of our growth in curriculum and students, the Forever Learning Board also journeyed “out of the box” and 
engaged in the first major fundraiser in Forever Learning’s history. This will continue until the end of 2015 and we are 
almost to our goal of $40,000. The Michiana community has been extremely receptive to our story, purpose, and needs.  
It has responded by supporting us through donations, in kind giving, and partnerships in our effort to enhance 
technology, program development, scholarships, and facility operations.  This is a huge “WOW” for us and we are most 
appreciative.  Necessity led us to reach out in a productive way.  We are no longer “the best kept secret in town.”  
Community awareness of who we are and what we provide is enabling us to better serve our many seniors in a fruitful 
way.   
 

It is the desire of the Board and staff that Forever Learning Institute progress well into the future.  As we proceed, our 
Fundraising Committee is persevering to promote the viability of Forever Learning Institute and to fund special initiatives 
with 100 percent Board participation.  While controlling and managing the affairs of Forever Learning, the Board  is 
striving to keep tuition low and offer diversified classes that are instructed by an enthusiastic faculty and attended by 
interested students.  We applaud our faculty and students because they represent that special portion of the Michiana 
Community who give back to one another by their mere presence and sharing of knowledge, expertise, and wisdom.  We 
value these seniors, say “Thank You” to each one of them, and hope that they will continue to live Father Putz’s dream of 
life long learning with us.  
 

Kudos to all who give so generously to Forever Learning Institute!                        Elsie Nemeth  

MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

When November comes around each year, I can only be grateful for all that is happening here at Forever 
Learning.  We now can be appreciative of the past 40 years and look forward to the next 40 years.  We also look 
to all of our faculty who donate so many hours each semester and each week for their classes.  This program 
continues because of their generosity.  This semester we had over 85 classes with over 750 students enrolled in 
these classes.   This translates as having over 950 students in classes. As you can see many students take more 

than one class. We have over 200 new students this year.  I can thank everyone: students, faculty and board members for 
spreading the word.   
 

It has been good to update some of our classroom equipment thanks to our fundraising efforts.  This has also helped our 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

This past 40th anniversary year, fall semester 2014 and 
spring semester 2015, was exciting and energizing as 
we proudly honored our founder, Father Louis Putz, 
C.S.C., and celebrated Forever Learning Institute 
reaching this milestone. The Board of Directors hosted 
two commemorative dinners, the first one at St. Hedwig’s 
to thank our volunteer faculty, students, staff, and friends 
of Forever Learning and the second at Gillespie Center 

to thank three supporters who were instrumental through these years—
Catholic Charities from The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, The St. 
Joseph Regional Medical Center, and The Congregations of Holy Cross.  
In addition, throughout the year, the Forever Learning community learned 
about the special attributes of Father Putz and the Board’s dedication to 
the school’s mission of improving the quality and dignity of senior adult 
life through life long learning experiences. From our presentations and 
resulting discussions, two particular quotes from faculty members remain 
fixed in my mind: “Learning is the magical youth again” and “You can teach 
an old dog new tricks.” These thoughts are affirmations of what Father Putz 
strongly believed and of what we believe—that keeping one’s mind alive 
and vibrant leads to one’s mental, social and physical well being.

Because of our growth in curriculum and students, the Forever Learning 
Board also journeyed “out of the box” and engaged in the first major 
fundraiser in Forever Learning’s history. The Michiana community was 
extremely receptive to our story, purpose, and needs. It responded by 
supporting us through donations, in-kind giving, and partnerships. At the 
conclusion of our year long fundraising effort in 2015, nearly $40,000 
was raised. This is a huge “WOW” for us and we are most appreciative.  
Necessity led us to reach out in a new way, and we are no longer “the 
best kept secret in town.” Community awareness of who we are and what 
we provide is enabling us to better serve our many seniors in a fruitful 
way. Our goal to enhance the school’s technology, program development, 
scholarships, and facility operations is happening!  

It is the desire of the Board and staff that Forever Learning Institute 
progresses well into the future. As we proceed, our Fundraising Committee 
is persevering to promote the viability of Forever Learning Institute and 
to fund special initiatives with 100 percent Board participation. While 
controlling and managing the affairs of Forever Learning, the Board is 
striving to keep tuition low and offer diversified classes that are instructed 
by an enthusiastic faculty and attended by interested students. We applaud 
our faculty and students because they represent that special portion of the 
Michiana community who gives back to one another through sharing of 
knowledge, expertise, and wisdom. We value these seniors, say “Thank 
You” to each one of them, and hope that they will continue to live Father 
Putz’s dream of life long learning with us. 

Kudos to all who give so generously to Forever Learning Institute! 

Elsie Nemeth

MESSAGE FROM OUR 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As we welcome in the New 
Year, I am grateful for all 
that has happened here at 
Forever Learning Institute 
during the previous year. We 
are appreciative of the past 
40 years and look forward 
to the next 40 years. We thank our faculty 
members who donate many hours each 
semester to make classes interesting and 
fun. This generosity enables our program to 
continue. The past fall semester we had over 
85 classes with over 750 students enrolled in 
these classes.  This translates as having over 
950 total students in classes. As you can see, 
many students take more than one class. We 
had over 200 new students in 2015. I thank 
our students, faculty, and board members for 
spreading the word.

Our successful fundraising efforts have enabled 
us to update some of our classroom and office 
technology and to offer more scholarship 
opportunities. For those who have asked 
about providing for a specific need beyond 
our fundraising goals, we have created a Wish 
List. It is included in our newsletter and will 
be in our Spring 2016 Class Schedule. A few 
current volunteers are helping us to develop 
a new database and update our web page. 
Registering online is a priority for the spring 
semester. We are always looking for volunteers, 
especially teachers for our varied curriculum 
areas. If you have a gift to share, please 
contact me.

I had the opportunity to meet the family of 
Pauline Menyhart, a longtime friend, student, 
and volunteer of Forever Learning who died 
recently. Her family wanted Forever Learning 
to be a beneficiary of donations in her memory.  
We are grateful for this kindness.

If you have any suggestions for classes or 
potential locations for classes, please contact 
the office. You are always welcome to stop in 
to visit or to purchase a cookbook, magnet, or 
shopping bag. We are here to share them with 
you. May we begin this year with hope and joy 
for all that comes ahead.

Sister Linda Kors, C.S.C.
www.foreverlearninginstitute.org                                                                                        Phone: 574-282-1901

NEWSLETTER

The Underwriting of this newsletter was provided by:

        and an ANONYMOUS DONOR

Much appreciation to the generous donors for all our
40th anniversary celebrations!

FLI



FLIForever Learning
I  N  S  T  I  T  U  T  E

PARTNERSHIP CORNER 

Jewish Federation of 
St. Joseph Valley

Because learning is a core 
value of the Jewish tradition 
and culture, the Jewish 
Federation of St. Joseph 
Valley tried to bring more 
learning opportunities to 
the beautiful Federation 
building off McKinley Avenue. 
As the Forever Learning 
Institute was celebrating its 
40th anniversary last year 
and looking to expand its 
successful program to satellite 
locations, the time was right 
to start a partnership between 
the two organizations. 

The partnership is running 
its second fall semester at 
the Jewish Federation. We 
are so excited to welcome 
all the interested students 
to classes every day of the 
week, ranging from yoga, 
religions, movies, graphic 
novels, foreign languages and 
so much more. Instructors 
and students marvel at the 
beautiful facilities, the variety 
of learning and the warmth of 
our community. We definitely 
will continue with classes 
during this coming winter 
semester.

The Jewish Federation thanks 
FLI and especially Sister Linda 
for opening their doors and 
helping make this partnership 
become an engaging, far 
reaching and successful 
program for the entire South 
Bend community.

By Monika Wayne 

STUDENT FORUM

Mary Catherine Beier knew Father 
Louis Putz when he was active 
as a parish priest in the  Michiana 
community. She is quick to praise 
him and grateful for the ways he 
helped her and her family. She 
recalls Father as a kind, soft-spoken, 
and patient man, never annoyed by 
crying children, perhaps bringing a 
few apples and eggs to them, even 
willing to lend a hand with a flooded basement. He was 
godfather for one of her children. He always knew how 
to comfort the grieving, offer a hand of friendship or 
words of encouragement when there was a need.

Mary Catherine has taken to heart Father Putz’s 
reminder that seniors should keep their minds alert 
through learning and keep their bodies healthy through 
activity. Father Putz would say, “If you do sit in a rocking 
chair, don’t just sit there…ROCK!”

In response to this call, Mary Catherine has enjoyed 
many classes at Forever Learning, including Hawaiian 
dance, poetry, and sign language. This semester Mary 
is again enrolled at FLI, taking a calligraphy class as 
one of our Scholarship students. She continues to talk 
to Father Putz in her heart through prayer, believing that 
his care continues for all those who became part of his 
life.  

By Mary Ann Moran

FACULTY FORUM

As a young man Steve Gable 
thought about medical school, 
a course encouraged by his 
mother. Eventually he became 
neurologist Dr. Steven Gable. 
But it may surprise people to 
know that he chose to major in 
English as an undergraduate, 
realizing even then that a well-
rounded education was important for a fulfilling life.  

How did this medical man end up teaching literature 
at FLI? Steve continued to read American and 
English classics throughout his life and among 
his favorites was Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. 
Steve’s wife, librarian Pat Gable, was working 
on the St. Joseph County Public Library’s “One 
Book, One Michiana” program which had chosen 
Shelley’s novel for its 2014 book. Pat suggested 
Steve prepare a few talks for the library program 
which grew into a proposed course for the Forever 
Learning Institute in spring of that year.

The enthusiastic reception of his class brought an 
invitation to do more. During 2015’s Fall Semester, 
Steve shared Moby Dick, another of his favorites, 
with FLI students. 

Ask Steve why he wants to teach and his face lights 
up with enthusiasm. He says that preparing for a 
new semester gives him a purpose now that he is 
retired. Re-examining old favorites always adds to 
his understanding of the text. In setting up the class 
schedule he begins to articulate for himself different 
ideas, knowing he will be able to flesh these out in 
the classroom.

Class discussion is vital. Steve believes in 
encouraging discussion, but refrains from putting 
any student on the spot. Sharing ideas enriches 
his own appreciation of a familiar book. He likes 
to bounce new ideas off the students to see how 
they accept them, and he is always open to their 
feedback.  Many in the class bring knowledge from 
other areas of study, adding to lively discussion.

Expanding on his reasons for teaching at FLI, Steve 
uses the phrase “great fun,” and mentions the joy of 
teaching a group of interested people. Overhearing 
comments from students in his classes, one sees 
that the fun and the enrichment are shared as well 
by all in the classroom.

Next semester, look for a class on Shakespeare, 
where there will be a chance to delve into three of 
the Bard’s works: the tragedy, Macbeth; the history 
play, Richard II; and the comedy, A Midsummer’s 
Night Dream. There is no doubt Steve is already 
fashioning the outline.

By Mary Ann Moran

Our Mission is to improve
the quality and dignity

of senior adult life
through continuing 

intellectual challenge, 
spiritual reflection, and

social interaction.

F.L.I. provides our community 
with diversified opportunities for 
personal growth and enrichment
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MANY THANKS

The Father Louis Putz, C.S.C. 
Memorial Fund
Supporting Father’s dream of creating a 
space for those 50 years of age and older
to have life long learning opportunities.  

FRIEND 
Judith E. Anderson; Anonymous; Nancy & Steve Ball 
in honor of Elsie Nemeth; Joseph Catanzarite; James 
and Suzanne Cierzniak; Gwen Delee; Joan Dudzinski; 
Carol Nemeth Eldred and Joan Nemeth Hobkirk in 
memory of Pauline Menyhart; Marcia Everett; Chris & 
Patty Fowler; Marilouise Hagenbush; Diana Hollinger 
in loving memory of Pauline Menyhart; Homemaker’s 
Extention Mayflower Group in memory of Pauline 
Menyhart; Janice Ivkovich; Ed Jordanich in memory 
of Pauline Menyhart; Paul & Margaret Kenney; Bob 
Kill;  Brother Jim Kozak, C.S.C.; Hubert Kuzmich in 
memory of Pauline Menyhart; Eleonore Langheinrich; 
Judith Lehner in memory of Pauline Menyhart; Gloria 
Mann; Mary Ann McTigue; Russell Menyhart in memory 
of Pauline Menyhart; Mary Ann Moran; Joyce Perry; 
Denise Roemer; Carol Singler; Beverly Skopec; Joan L. 
Schweiger in memory of Pauline Menyhart

BOOSTER 
Hearing Diagnostic Center; Ann-Marie Alvarez in 
memory of Pauline Menyhart; Michael Boardley; 
Durleen Braasch; Joe & Marie Burt; Mary Jane Chase; 
Bret Forsyth from Edward Jones; Jim & Sallee Field; 
Sonia Gernes; Ann Korb; Judy Latanation; Irene 
Leahy; George & Joan Lewandowski; Laurie & Alex 
Martin;  Marty Miltenberger; Don Mitchell; John & 
Connie Mummert; Murphy Elder Law; Dr. Kazimir 
Odrcic; Senior Helpers; Anne Pendl; Charles A. Reger 
& Associates, Inc.; John and daughter Pam Wall in 
memory of Pauline Menyhart; Margaret Whitmer

STUDENT 
Holy Cross College; McDonald Physical Therapy; Elsie 
Nemeth; Tuesley Hall Konopa, LLP; Senior1Care

SCHOLAR 
Anonymous; Holy Cross Village; Kaminski Foundation; 
Kaniewski Funeral Homes; James Kapsa; Alex & 
Mary Kovasics; Tim McBride; Palmer Funeral Homes; 
Carmen Piasecki; Ann & William Sexton; Carolyn Tihen 
in memory of Alex S. & Mary L. Kovasics; Carolyn Tihen 
in honor of Father Ronald Tripi, C.S.C.

PROFESSOR 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend; W. J. Hagerty & 
Sons, Ltd., Inc.; Montel Menting

VISIONARY 
University of Notre Dame 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Anonymous

www.foreverlearninginstitute.org                                                                                        Phone: 574-282-1901 www.foreverlearninginstitute.org                                                                                        Phone: 574-282-1901

Thanks to Our Corporate Donors:

And to our over 50 partners and donors!

Steve Gable Mary Catherine 
Beier


