
Student Engagement and Achievement:
Exploring Global Issues offers educators and 
students hands-on activities, real-world case 
studies, youth profiles, and facilitates active, 
engaged student learning. It also promotes stu-
dent achievement with lessons and assessments 
aligning to NCSS, NCES, EfS, and Common  
Core standards and 21st century skills.

Global Knowledge and Competency:
Exploring Global Issues provides students with 
a global perspective on the major challenges 
facing our time. The student text provides the 
opportunity to learn about these issues, while 
the activities in the teacher’s guide establish the 
skills necessary to become an informed and  
responsible global citizen.

What Educators Say:
“The Exploring Global Issues textbook is the ultimate one-stop shop for all things global.  Whether you’re look-
ing to teach an entire course on sustainability or the environment, or you want to add engaging curriculum to 
core classes like social studies or science, this book is the one to get the job done.  Students in my Global Issues 
classes agree: they’ve called the book ‘informative, topical, engaging, thought-provoking, and user-friendly.’ ”
—Jason Sinclair Long, Social Studies Department, Placer High School, CA

“Exploring Global Issues is unique in that it thoughtfully examines global issues that might otherwise fall 
‘between the cracks’ of the average high school curriculum. It also objectively guides students to a genuine 
understanding of these issues, encouraging them to form their own well-supported opinions along the way.”
—Rick Malmstrom, Social Studies Teacher, The Ellis School, PA

“Exploring Global Issues is an excellent way to teach about complex, modern issues with great supporting 
resources that save a lot of time when trying to imagine how to delve into the many facets of modern global and 
ecological issues. The curriculum is flexible, adaptive, and user friendly, but does not compromise on the depth 
and detail of the issue even though it is extremely accessible to students.”
—Bridgette McGoldrick, History Teacher, The Annie Wright School, WA

Interdisciplinary Connections: Exploring 
Global Issues features 24 in-depth chapters cover-
ing topics such as Sustainability, Economics, Water, 
Community Development, and Gender and makes 
interdisciplinary connections between each. 

Application and Assessment: By providing 
readers with a systems thinking perspective on 
global issues, the ability to develop 21st century 
skills such as critical thinking and problem 
solving, and projects that allow for students  
to create positive solutions and take action,  
Exploring Global Issues can benefit a range 
of topics and courses. The Exploring Global 
Issues teacher’s guide contains activities and 
assessments that provide both formative and 
summative assessments for each chapter.
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Introduction to Global Issues
Have you ever stopped to think about how connected people in 
the world are to each other? In the 21st century, people around 
the world interact with each other more than ever before. If you 
have ever used social networking websites like Facebook, you 
know how easy it is to communicate with individuals from many 
different locations. Technologies such as the Internet and cell 
phones help transmit ideas rapidly. These days, you are likely to 
find youth in very different parts of the world listening to the 
same music, watching the same movies, and studying similar 
issues in school.1

Today, approximately 50% of the world’s population is under 
27 years old.2 What makes youth feel like they are part of a larger 
global community? Looking at specific trends can help answer 
this question.

CHAPTER 1 GLOBAL ISSUES 11

Global Issues

n	 How	do	we	understand	challenges	facing	the	world	today?

n	 How	can	youth	be	involved	in	creating	solutions	to	global	issues?
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around the world. The United States is the 
largest producer of popular culture goods and 
entertainment.5 Foreign companies distribute 
movies, music, television shows, fast food, and 
clothing from the United States throughout 
the world. In 2007, the international commu-
nity spent over $17 billion toward American 
cinema while Americans spent $9.6 billion.6 

Entertainment from other countries also 
has a significant influence on global cultures. 
Bollywood, the film industry in Mumbai, India, 
generates the largest amount of feature films in 
the world. These films are extremely popular in 
places like Kuwait, Nigeria, Russia, and Scan-
dinavia.7 

Media Influences
Media is a form of communication. Mass 
media is a combination of many means of 
communication, especially newspapers, popu-
lar magazines, Internet, radio, and television, 
which reach and influence large numbers of 
people. These days, people around the world 
have wide access to a large number of different 
types of media. There are approximately 250 
television sets per 1,000 people globally.8 In 
Mexico it is more common for people to have 
televisions in their houses than to have showers 
and refrigerators.9 

The many people who have access to tele-
vision are able to watch not only entertainment, 
but also news coverage of events happening 
both locally and globally. CNN, an American 
news network, provides 24-hour reporting to 
over 200 million households in over 212 coun-
tries and territories.10 

The Associated Press (AP) is an American 
news agency that is able to distribute stories 
and images to 1,700 newspapers and 5,000 
television and radio broadcasters daily. People 
around the world are able to access these stories 
via the Internet.11 

Technology Influences 
Technology is a critical tool in connecting people 
around the world. The Internet alone has had 
a huge impact on how news, ideas, and culture 

What Connects Us?
Consider the following influences that have 
brought us closer together around the world: 

Cultural Influences
Annually, there are over 190 million people 
living outside of their home country.3 These 
people impact their new communities when they 
arrive with their own language, culture, and food. 
Culture includes the behaviors and beliefs of a 
specific group of people. For example, immi-
grants who have moved from the Dominican 
Republic to New York City over the last century 
have brought a number of cultural influences 
with them like the dance styles of Merengue 
and Bachata.4 At the same time, new immi-
grants adapt to their host country as they learn 
new customs and traditions and merge their 
cultural practices with these. A family from 
Latin America might add plantains, roast pork, 
black beans, and rice to their Thanksgiving meal, 
bringing new meaning to the holiday.

The entertainment industry plays a large 
role in transmitting cultural ideas quickly 

EarthCorps volunteers come together from around the world to 
restore green spaces. 
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Campaign to Ban Landmines mobilized a 
large group of people to speak out against this 
weapon of war. The organization was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for working to decrease 
the number of landmines in the world.18 This 
type of global outreach would have been far 
more difficult in a time before the Internet. 

Globalization Influences
Later in this textbook, you will learn about the 
process of economic globalization. Economic 
globalization is the increased ease with which 
countries can do business with each other. 

In 1994, the United States, for example, 
opened up its borders for trade with Mexico 
and Canada through the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). This agree-
ment brought the countries and cultures closer 
together. Those in favor of NAFTA argued 
that the agreement would raise living standards  
and create millions of good jobs. Critics believe  
that there have been a number of unintended  
consequences. For instance, because these coun-
tries opened up their borders, the United States  
could sell food to Mexicans at much lower 
prices than local farmers in Mexico might.  

are spread. Think about how often you use 
technology throughout the day. 

In 1962 the Internet did not yet exist. 
There were only about 10,000 computers and 
each one cost hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.12 Over the next several decades, computers 
became less expensive and scientists learned 
how to connect computers to each other to 
create the Internet. Currently, over 200 mil-
lion people use the Internet within the United 
States13 and close to 300 million people use the 
Internet in China.14 If billions of people around 
the world have access to the Internet, think 
about how easily information can spread in a 
matter of seconds from Thailand to Canada or 
Mozambique to Chile. Developments in social 
networking websites all impact the way we 
communicate with each other. 

Cell phones are another technology that 
has had a major influence. Over one billion 
people have access to cell phones today,  
compared to only 33 million people during 
the 1990s.15 Cell phones are not only used as 
a means for social communication, but also for 
many other practical reasons. Using cell phones, 
construction workers can send pictures to  
contractors, residents can pay their heating  
bills, citizens can vote in electoral campaigns, 
and paramedics can send pictures of incom-
ing injuries to hospitals. In some countries like 
Niger, farmers even use cell phones to deter-
mine who will give them the best price for  
their crops.16 

Around the world, people have taken 
advantage of these technologies to help solve 
global issues. For example, the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines used the Internet 
to create a large social movement with over 
1,100 groups to educate the world about the 
dangers of landmines. Landmines are explo-
sive devices used to kill people in times of war 
or conflict and are highly present in conflict-
ridden areas. They were first put in widespread 
use during World War II. They can remain in 
a location years after a conflict has finished and 
severely harm individuals who step on them 
unknowingly.17 The director of the International 

A young man speaks on a cell phone in India. Cell phones have had a 
tremendous impact on communication around the world. 
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matter of equity and greater inequality often 
results in poverty among some people. In turn, 
poverty can be linked to social breakdown and 
crime. Essentially, if one part of the system is 
affected, all parts of the system feel the impacts.

The Iceberg Model
The iceberg model is another way to understand 
global issues.24 We know that an iceberg has 
only 10% of its total mass above the water, 
while 90% is under water.25 But the 90% is 
what the ocean currents act on and what creates 
the iceberg’s behavior at its tip. Global issues 
can be looked at in a similar way. We can think 
of the tip of the iceberg, above the water, as 
representing events or things we see or hear 
happening in the world.

If we look below the water line, we start to 
see patterns, or a recurrence of events. These 
patterns help us to understand that events are 
not incidents that happen in isolation. 

Toward the bottom of the iceberg are 
underlying structures or root causes that create 
these patterns. By looking at root causes,  

Using Frameworks to 
Understand Global Issues
A number of frameworks can help us under-
stand global issues on a deeper level: 

Global Issues in Balance
Take, for instance, this visual you see below. 
Notice how Earth is situated at the bottom of 
this visual with a number of different balls bal-
ancing on top. If you slightly move one of the 
balls, the other balls will move too. Some might 
even fall to the ground. Think of global issues 
as being interconnected in a similar way. For 
instance, if more people are added to the planet, 
this means all of our needs and our consump-
tion go up. What we consume is drawn from 
our natural resources and impacts the environ-
ment. These two reinforce one another: when 
resources are scarce, people struggle harder to 
get what they need and often cause damage. At 
the same time, as the environment degrades, 
it is able to produce fewer resources. Access to 
resources and how they are distributed is a  

Global Issues in Balance
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are connected. On the flip side, they can also 
help us visualize how solutions might be con-
nected. Reducing poverty could help to create a 
healthy environment, for example. Or providing  
people a voice in government could help to 
reduce conflict. 

Understanding the World 
You’ve learned different frameworks that can 
help you to analyze global issues. On a more 
fundamental level, what are ways we as humans 
can understand the world around us?

Worldview
Worldview includes a set of assumptions, 
perspectives, and beliefs held by individuals, 
cultures, and societies through which we make 
sense of our lives and the world. Our world-
view helps us understand structures, patterns, 
and events that we experience in life. People’s 
worldviews are often linked to where they  
live and the environmental, economic, and 
social issues around them. Worldview is  
also a way that people can personally relate  
to global issues. 

we can start to understand and address  
long-term solutions. 

Finally, at the base of the iceberg are 
assumptions and worldviews that create or 
sustain the structures above. In solving global 
issues, the greatest impact comes from chang-
ing structures and applying deep currents to 
move the iceberg and, as a result, change the 
events at its tip. 

Systems Thinking
Systems thinking is a field of study that looks 
carefully at all important components of a 
system and how they connect to each other. 
A system is a group of components that form 
a complex and unified whole. Systems are 
everywhere. For example, the circulatory system 
in your body is made up of components like 
the heart, blood, and blood vessels that work 
together to deliver nutrients and oxygen to tis-
sues in the body. Ecological systems and human 
social systems are living systems; human-made 
systems such as cars and washing machines are 
nonliving systems. Most systems thinkers focus 
their attention on living systems, especially 
human social systems. 

Suppose a landfill in a city becomes full, 
leaving the citizens without a place to put their 
garbage. A nonsystems approach to this prob-
lem might be to build another landfill or find 
a landfill in another city that would take the 
garbage for a fee. A systems thinking approach 
would look not only at these two options, but 
also at other aspects of the problem by ask-
ing a number of questions: Where does the 
garbage come from? What’s in the garbage? Is 
there a way to reduce the amount of garbage 
produced? Answering these questions could 
give the city a number of alternatives, includ-
ing starting or expanding a recycling program, 
raising fees for garbage disposal as an incentive 
for citizens to create less garbage, or working 
with manufacturers to produce less packaging 
for their products. 

The global issues in balance visual, iceberg 
model, and systems thinking framework pro-
vide ways of understanding how global issues 
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readily available and is not dependent on com-
puter hardware or landlines. Internet-enabled 
cell phones have many potential uses beyond 
simple communication. For example, they can 
promote education and citizenship, including 
remote voting.

A cell phone with Internet access  
will not substitute for the basic and readily 
available technology that can result in increased 
food production, fresh water for agricultural 
and domestic use, or improved health care 
services. However, it can serve personal and 
business needs efficiently, even substituting  
for some of the advantages that more  
expensive and unlikely Internet access might  
afford. For example, the business earnings  
from the average Nigerian cell phone are twice 
that of the average American’s because of  
the amount and type of business conducted 
over the phone.34 

Increasing Access to 
Technology
Leapfrogging is the idea that developing 
countries do not have to progress in the same 
way developed nations have done in the past 
in order to adopt modern technology like the 
Internet and cell phones. Leapfrogging does 
not mean that countries invent new technolo-
gies, but they are developing ways to “leapfrog” 
infrastructure needed to support these types 
of technologies. Certain developing countries 
have discovered how easy it is to put in cellular 
phone towers in rural areas compared to land-
lines. Therefore, cell phone use has exploded 
throughout these areas.33

While limited electricity and illiteracy pose 
problems for establishing and utilizing conven-
tional computer networks, the technology that 
outfits mobile phones with Internet access is 

What	issues	do	you	care	about?	Are	there	
certain	things	in	the	world	you	want	to	change,	
or	things	you	want	to	make	sure	stay	the	
same?	How	would	you	like	to	impact	the	world	
around	you?	

You	can	participate	in	actions	now	that	
can	significantly	affect	the	future—both	your	
own	future	and	the	future	of	the	planet.	

Of	course,	the	world	is	a	big	place.	Not	
sure	where	to	start?	The	best	place	to	start	is	
by	educating	yourself.	You	can	read	this	text-
book	to	find	out	more	about	global	issues	and	
solutions	happening	right	now	and	research	
events	that	are	impacting	your	local	and	global	
communities.	There	are	millions	of	people	
around	the	world	working	to	create	personal	
and	structural	solutions	to	global	issues	and	
they	would	love	for	you	to	join	them!	

WHAT YOU CAN DO Global Issues
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What do you care about? How would you 
like to impact the world around you?
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tourism so that he can help strengthen his 
community’s economy, sustain the environ-
ment, and teach people about his culture. Raul’s 
hope is that Chinchero can attract tourists who 
will support the town’s economy when they eat 
at local restaurants, take tours of the village, 
buy blankets or clothes, and rent hotel rooms. 
The money that local people make through 
tourism supports their livelihood. Tourism also 
gives Raul a chance to share his way of life with 
those who come to learn about his people. He 
wants to make sure that in 50 years his commu-
nity and family have good opportunities in life. 
His career choice helps him pursue this goal.

Background on 
Sustainability
Human history has taught us lessons related to 
extinct civilizations and reasons why they were 
not able to survive. In certain cases, civilizations 
were not able to make sustainable decisions  
for the future and this lack of foresight led to 
their eventual collapse. Jared Diamond, an  

YOUTH PROFILE

Raul Quillahuaman Huaman
Raul lives in the town of Chinchero in Peru 
with his family. He loves life in Chinchero 
because it is peaceful; people are friendly and 
help each other. He also loves the mountains 
that surround the town.

Chinchero is famous for its weaving and 
boys and girls learn how to weave at a young 
age. Many people in Chinchero are farmers. In 
addition to growing potatoes and lima beans, 
they raise sheep that provide wool for weaving 
blankets and clothes. The land is very impor-
tant to people in Chinchero because it provides 
food and a way to make money. The main 
language spoken in Chinchero is Quechua and 
the second language is Spanish.

One challenge in Chinchero is that many 
people lack the money to complete their educa-
tion. Students usually stop going to school by 
the time they are 16, and without a proper edu-
cation they struggle to earn enough money to 
support their families and take care of the land.

Raul currently attends university to study 

Raul lives in the 
town of Chinchero 
with his family. 




