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RISING 

Words by  Smitha Sadanandan

Five brands that are 

introducing a selection 

of inspired jewellery 

styles for the new year.

AALTAS BY SONIA LACROIX
Sonia Lacroix’s first job was at Piaget 
designing watches and later started 
her brand, Aaltas, in 2018. “I wanted 
to create a brand that resembled 
me; something unique, strong, and 
recognizable,” she says, elaborating 
on the name that references ‘A altas 
horas,’ which means ‘the small hours’ 
in Spanish.

Sonia’s work is replete with 
“distinctive sculptural forms and 
f lamboyant colours.” It speaks of 
volumes, of light, and of ref lections. 
In Sonia’s world, colour is primordial 
and coexists in a mix of materials: 
Anodised aluminium, 18k gold, and 
precious stones – diamond, ruby, 
emerald, and sapphire. Together, 
they create a distinctive vocabulary. 
Her debut line, Mambo, teases light 
along the metallic pleats. Angles 
and ridges collide with circular 
shapes. Gems lie tucked away from 
plain sight. Bongo nods to the tribal 
inspirations in bold and radical 
forms, while relying on aluminium, 
enamel and occasionally, prehistoric 
mammoth bones. Aluminium allows 
the designer the freedom to create 
large visual pieces that are quite 
comfortable to wear.   
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DYNE BY SARAH YSABEL NARICI
Sarah Ysabel Narici initially toyed with 
the idea of studying law, but then her 
mother encouraged her to apply to 
art school. She had never considered 
jewellery, nor knew anything about the 
practice. That changed the day she found 
her true calling. “I had a true coup de 
coeur the first time I walked into an MA 
exhibition at the Central Saint Martins’ 
open-day.” Prior to launching DYNE, 
Sarah designed for the likes of Alexander 
McQueen, Stephen Webster, Marina 
Bulgari, and Lorraine Schwartz. 

Her interest in ancient history 
encompasses an interest in eternal 
meaning and beauty – things that existed 
before us and last beyond us. Every 
precious object, she observes, should 
have that universal beauty. “And then it 
needs that shiny futuristic element – an 
exciting glimpse of what is yet to come.” 
Sarah explores her wearable ideas in 
gold; she loves the warmth of its colour, 
weight, and shine. She has introduced a 
play of symbols inspired by hieroglyphs. 
It stems from her particular interest 
in the tension between history and the 
future. Her Atlas ring, a commissioned 
piece, was a hit in the jewellery circle. 
Drawing upon the classic chevalier shape 
of the signet ring, she incorporated 
meaningful symbols by recessing them 
onto the gold. 

ANAHITA BY 
ANAHITA GUITY 

STEIN
Born in Iran and 

raised in Europe and 
USA, Anahita Guity 

Stein interprets her 
Persian heritage across her 

architecture-inspired jewels. 
Images, motifs, and history continually 
inform her designs. Her architectural 
background filters in as she plays with 
sculptural elements, strong lines, and 
repetitive patterns, counterbalanced by 
drawing on the architectural principles of 
form, material, and function.

Her visits to the Alhambra palace in 
Grenada, as well as seeing Spanish architect 
Gaudi’s work in Barcelona left a lasting 
impression and influenced her earlier 
jewellery creations. Drawn to f luid, sinuous 
feminine forms in Art Nouveau, she sees 
references in tendons and muscles in the 
body: These forms are expressed in the 
design of stair railings, metalwork in doors 
and light fixtures. “It is that balance of 
the masculine and feminine that I explore 
in all my collections.” Persian screenwork 
translates into her Atusa collection, while 
Moorish f lourishes, arches, curves, and 
arabesque motifs fashion her Wave hoops 
and bangles. For the Folded Plane collection, 
she drew inspiration from folded paper 
airplanes that she used to create as a child. 
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