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let’s establish what we mean by a ‘lighting 
control’ system.  This technology offers a 
different approach to the lights in your home; 
instead of electricity flowing through the 
light switch then up to the light, the light is 
connected directly to a relay or dimmer in the 
main electrical board, and the light switch is 
connected with just a computer network cable.  
These ‘smart’ light switches can be programmed 
to switch any of the lights connected to any of 
the relays and dimmers.

The major brand with the majority market 
share in Australia is C-Bus, made by Clipsal 
(owned by Schneider).  Coming in second is 
Dynalite (owned by Philips).  There are several 
other brands and while there are some feature 
differences between them all, the essential 
features laid out below are part of most 
Lighting Control systems, or part of a wider 
encompassing Home Automation system. 

So why do I need that?  Here are 27 ½ reasons 
why…

Before 
we 

start
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The core benefit of a lighting control system is to make 
controlling your lights simpler.  Want ‘that’ light switch to 
turn off ‘those’ lights?  Just whisper it to your programmer 
and it will be done.  Want the hallway light to be turned 
on and off from the switches at either end of the hallway 
plus each bedroom?  Easy peasy.

Now you can decide which button controls which light.  If 
you want your bedside switch to turn off the pool deck 
lights at the other end of the house, your programmer 
may look at you funny, but a few clicks and it’s done.  

Lighting control makes it easier to live in your house.

1
Simplicity

2 
Change

In addition to the simplicity of having any switch 
control any light, you actually have the ability to 
change it at any time.  Changing your mind is as simple 
as calling your programmer and most probably paying 
a service fee, then any button can be changed to your 
NEW great idea for simplicity and functionality.
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A lighting control system such as C-Bus can have programmed schedules.  
For example, you may want your driveway lights to be on from about 6pm 
to 10pm every night.  You may want your letter box light on all night but 
off during the day.  Most good systems will also have an astronomical 
clock, which is a fancy way of saying the system knows when sunset and 
sunrise is.  Therefore, setting your porch lights to come on at 15min before 
Sunset might end up being 5pm in Winter, but 7.30pm in Summer.

So the best way to remember to turn your Porch, Driveway, Letterbox, and 
external architectural lighting on at dusk and off at 10pm every night, is to 
not have to at all!

Lighting control systems can control a 
light or group of lights in 2 ways; a relay 
channel which simply turns them on and 
off, or a dimmer channel which allows 
you to turn the light on 100% bright, or 
anywhere down to around 5% of full 
brightness.  The benefit of having lights 
on a dimming channel is that a room can 
look and feel different when the lights 
are at 100%, and then 25%.  If you have 
more than 1 group of lights in a room, 
then setting 1 group at 30% and the other 
at 75% can give a completely different 
vibe than the 1st group at 80% and the 
2nd at 10%.

The bottom line is that when the lights 
can be dimmed, you can experiment with 
them to create different moods for your 
space.  The same room could be set for 
a cosy, romantic, film night; an intimate 
dinner party for 6; or a relaxing reading 
space when you’re on your own. 

Read more about mood lighting and the 
difference it makes to your home here...

4
Mood 
Lighting

3
Automatic
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Taking mood lighting one step further, once 
you’ve tinkered and found those perfect 2 
or 3 different moods for a room, you can 
save them as scenes and select them at the 
touch of a button.  So a light switch can be 
programmed not to turn on or off a specific 
light, but to set a scene by recalling all of 
the applicable light levels.  

Scenes are probably the most used benefit 
of a lighting control system.  Welcome 
Home, a scene that is triggered by your 
garage door opening or disarming your 

5 
Set the 
Scene

alarm system, can light a path to the Kitchen 
and surrounding areas.  Goodbye is a scene 
that will turn off all the lights in your home 
except those you need to leave via the front 
door or Garage, then 5 minutes after you 
leave they too turn off.  Goodnight turns off all 
lights, except bedrooms, turns on the lights 
you need to get to your bedroom, then turns 
those off after 5 minutes.

There are many more common scenes people 
use every day to get more functionality, 
convenience, and usefulness from their 

house.  Dining, Entertaining, Emergency, TV, 
and reading are other common scenes that 
owners of a lighting control system can have 
customised to suit their home and their tastes.

Read more about how to use a light’s colour 
temperature to enhance scenes and mood 
here...
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Having a lighting control system can make it easier to ‘show off’ your 
house when designed properly.  If you were building a large home 
without lighting control you are not going to want 15 lighting circuits 
on 15 different buttons to turn on, then off every night to make your 
house look amazing from the street.  However, if a lighting designer 
knows you are investing in C-Bus or Dynalite, they will want to add 
many more architectural lighting circuits to make your home stand 
out, knowing that turning them on and off will be automated via a 
schedule and scenes.

6
Architectural 
beautification
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Another of the ‘take my money’ 
benefits of a lighting control system is 
security and safety.  By adding motion 
sensors, you can have external lights 
come on if they sense motion to light 
a path, or alert you to a presence.  
Hang on I hear you say, doesn’t my 
$50 sensor light from Bunnings do 
that?  The answer is yes it does.  
What a lighting control system can do 
though is react differently depending 
on the day of the week, time of night, 
if it’s raining, if you are home, etc.  

The benefit of the lighting control 
system is that it can be programmed 
to do something different depending 
on the above scenario.  For example; 

if you aren’t home and an external 
motion sensor picks up movement 
you may want it to turn on all external 
lights to scare away a would be 
intruder, or to warn the neighbours.  If 
it’s 8pm and you step out the laundry 
door to the drying court you may only 
want that light on so you don’t walk 
into the clothes line, however if it’s 
3am in the morning you may want all 
external lights to come on if there is 
motion in the drying court.

A lighting control system can greatly 
enhance the security of your home, 
as well as the safety of your family 
and guests if they are entering a 
darkened area of the home.

Then there are just those cool little 
benefits that don’t sound like much 
until you’ve lived with them and 
could no longer live without them.  
The ‘All Off’ button beside the bed, 
because you’ve just walked up the 
stairs and realised you left the Family 
room lights on.  The ‘Ow my cornea’s’ 
feature… your children get up through 
the night to go to the toilet, a motion 
sensor picks them up, and a path to 

the bathroom is lit at 10% so as not 
to blind and traumatise them.  Motion 
sensors in pantries, laundry’s, and 
store rooms; commonly rooms you 
pop in and out of and the light turns 
on when you open the door, then off 
5 minutes after you leave.  You can 
of course override the sensor with the 
light switch but it’s nice to know you 
can walk in and out without worrying 
about it at all. 

7 
Safety

8 
Convenience
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A lighting control system at worst will use the same amount 
of power as a traditional system, and at best will save a lot of 
electricity dollars by using a lot less electricity.  How does it do 
that?  The first way is by dimming.  Most good programmers will 
program all the dimming circuits to only go to 90% maximum.  
You will hardly see any difference in brightness but you are 
already saving 10% in running costs.  Obviously dimming lights 
even further will save even more power.

Secondly, using motion sensors to turn off lights in bathrooms 
and utility rooms after not sensing motion for 5 or 10 minutes 
will greatly add to using less energy.

Lastly, a lighting control system can be integrated to an energy 
management platform.  Such systems can monitor energy 
usage and alert the owner if energy usage limits have been 
exceeded and then activate an aggressive ‘energy shredding’ 
mode for the remainder of the day/week/month.  In this mode 
the lighting control system can be programmed to turn off 
lights in secondary rooms after a certain amount of time (good 
for areas that don’t have a sensor), or run all dimmers at 70% 
instead of 90%.

Whichever way your lighting control system is programmed or 
integrated, the technology gives you more control over your 
energy usage and carbon footprint.Couple this with choosing 
LED lights and you are well on your way to saving dolphins.  
For other reasons to use LED lights read here...

9 
Energy
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As well as using less energy and saving you money, a light that is dimmed 
will in most cases last longer than standard as well, saving you further 
money.  While all types of bulbs have a vastly different ‘estimated lamp 
life’, virtually all will be reduced by dimming the light less than 100%.  

10 
Bulb life 11 

Interior 
Design
Another important benefit of lighting 
control systems that designers love is 
the range of switches available.  From 
standard white plastic like traditional 
switches, to beautiful glass and artist 
inspired designs.  Although there is a large 
swing in cost between basic and amazing, 
there are some absolutely stunning 
switches that will more than enhance the 
vision you are trying to achieve in your 
interior design.
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Lighting controls such as C-Bus and Dynalite both offer equipment that allows you 
to control your whole system via your tablet, phone, or a touchscreen mounted 
in the wall.  While light switches will have a finite amount of buttons that can be 
programmed, your phone or tablet can control every light and device connected to 
your system.  

Lighting control systems are often integrated to other services by a ‘control’ layer.  
This means another manufacturer brings together all your AV, music, lighting, security, 
etc, by presenting them all in a graphical user interface… on your phone, tablet, or 
touchscreen.

12 
iPads, 
smartphones,  
& touchscreens
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Another problem that can be solved by a lighting control system is 
Wall Acne.  This is an industry term that was born years ago when 
people built large homes with lots of independent technology 
systems that all wanted a keypad on the wall.  The end result was 
often 5 or 6 different looking keypads on a wall that although they 
all served a genuine purpose, just looked wrong.

13 
Wall Acne
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Because a lighting control system uses 
relays and logic engines (brains), it can 
be used to control a lot of physical and 
mechanical devices as well.  Motor driven 
devices such as Gates and Garage doors, 
bilge pumps, water pumps, extraction 
fans, and mechanical air vents can all 
be activated based on button presses, 
environmental conditions, or logic 
statements such as IF? THEN? ELSE?

Your lighting control system can easily control sprinklers, pumps, 
and irrigation systems by programmed schedules and logic 
statements.  Of course you can also have override buttons on 
your light switches or tablets and smartphones.

15 
Irrigation

14 
Mechanical

Automation
A lighting control system can be limited to just 
controlling your lights, but the technology is 
capable of so much more, which multiplies it’s 
functionality and usefulness.  Reasons 14 through 
to 21 reflect ways to use a lighting control system 
for more than just lighting.
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C-Bus or Dynalite can also easily control all your ceiling fans.  Turn them all off 
when you leave the house, adjust the speed depending on temperature, and of 
course, from your light switch, iPad, or iPhone.

17
Ceiling 
Fans

It’s also common to control AC from a lighting control system however. There are 
usually two levels of control.  The most common is zone on/off via a relay which 
allows you to turn each zone of your AC on and off from your light switch or 
touchscreen;although you cannot change temperature set point, fan speed, etc.  

The other level of control is full integration.  Your lighting control system can be 
used to do all of the AC functionality, however this level of integration will likely 
cost a lot more and be dependent on the compatibility of the AC system.

18
Air ConditioningThis is another favourite and often employed benefit of a good lighting 

control system.  You can control window blinds, curtains, awnings, and 
venetians from your light switches and smart devices.  Some of the everyday 
applications are; protecting carpet and expensive furnishings from the harsh 
sun by automatically lowering blinds when the sun penetrates the windows, 
then raising them when the sun has set or no longer infiltrates the space.  

Your system can be programmed to retract motorised awnings as soon as 
rain or heavy wind is detected.  Blinds or privacy screens can be lowered at 
sunset for bedrooms and bathrooms for privacy prior to shower time, then 
raised early AM ready for a natural sunlight wake up at dawn.  Controlling 
window coverings is a must for a modern smart home.

16 
Motorised 
Window 
Treatments
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If your lighting control is one part of an 
all-encompassing Home Automation 
system, then distributed music around 
your home will most likely be a feature.  
If you don’t have full Home Automation, 
then C-Bus has a proprietary Multi-
Room Audio system that seamlessly 
integrates with their lighting control 
offering and can easily be controlled 
from light switches and touchscreens.

When you turn off a room it can be 
programmed to turn off the music in 
that zone as well.  Press the ‘All Off’ 
button and turn off all music zones, 
or go to your light switch to turn the 
volume up or down.

20
Smoke 
Alarms

19 
Multi- 
Room  
Audio

Another very important safety benefit 
of a lighting control system.  If your 
smoke alarms go off, you can have 
the system turn on all the lights in the 
house.  If you think that won’t cut it, 
have the lights repeatedly flash on 
and off!
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Any good lighting control system will be 
programmed to turn on and off any water 
features or fountains, as well as override the 
pool pump or cleaning system.  

21 
Pool 
Pump & 
Water 
Features 

Most pools will have their own controller that will be programmed with a cleaning schedule 
but C-Bus or Dynalite can be programmed to override that roster, such as on days when lots 
of people are in the pool and you want to run the pump all day.  Imagine your ‘Entertaining’ 
scene not only turns on all the lights in your Alfresco or outdoor dining area, but it also turns 
on your water features and pool pump.
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By adding a smart electricity meter your Home Automation system can measure 
and analyse your energy usage.  From this it can make recommendations to 
reduce waste or overhead, and can even direct the lighting control system to 
start turning off lights and even power points if you have used more energy 
than the goal you set. 

Your lighting control system accompanied by your Home Automation system 
can help you be a responsible member of the global community and minimise 
your carbon footprint.

22 
Energy 
monitoring and 
management

If you like technology, want it simple to use, and want to get the most ‘living’ out of your 
home, then there’s a good chance that your lighting control system won’t be in isolation 
but rather part of an integrated Home Automation System.  The idea with this is that every 
electronic system you have works together in harmony.  

Using a Home Automation System such as Control4, AMX, or Crestron, your light switches 
can be programmed to do just about anything.  Below are some extra benefits of a lighting 
control system that come in to play when it is part of a complete Home Automation system.

Integration
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23 
CCTV 
Integration
A full Home Automation system will undoubtedly have CCTV camera surveillance 
that will be able to be viewed on your devices and also recorded for later playback.  
Although there isn’t a lot of cross over with the lighting system, there can be some 
functionality added.  For example, if there is a camera in an area that is not covered 
by a motion sensor, when the camera itself senses motion and starts to record, it can 
also turn on all external lights, or just that area, and perhaps only when you aren’t 
home.

We’ve already touched on this but by 
integrating the alarm system, you can have 
all lights turn on if the alarm goes off, or 
the downstairs lights come on if there is 
motion sensed downstairs after you have 
gone to bed.  The most common feature 
is to use the alarm system to trigger the 
primary lighting scenes.  When you leave 
your house and arm the alarm, the lighting 
control system selects the ‘Goodbye’ 
scene, in case you didn’t press the button 
on your way out.  When you return and 
deactivate the alarm, the ‘Welcome’ scene 
is triggered to light a path to the Kitchen 
and Living areas, and the brains of the 
lighting control system knows you are 
home and enters the appropriate mode.

Your Home Automation system will control 
all of your TV’s and music around your 
house.  How would you like to turn on the 
projector in your media room when you 
turn the light on in that room?  Or perhaps 
dim the lights when you press play on the 
movie, and of course brighten them a little 
if you pause it or turn off the AV system.  

Of course that ‘All Off’ button next to your 
bed is not just turning off all the lights, it’s 
also turning off any TV’s left on or rooms 
playing music.

24 
Audio & 
Video 25 

Alarm 
System
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Access control is related to the alarm system and is designed to control doors 
and gates.  You might have a keypad at the pedestrian gate that has a code for 
the gardener so he can enter, however the alarm in the house stays on.  The 
cleaner’s code will open the gate, front door, and disarm the alarm.  Your code 
of course will open the driveway gate, garage door, entry door, and disarm the 
alarm, and if you have a good programmer, turn on your favourite playlist of 
music in the kitchen.  Each of these access codes or card swipes can trigger an 
appropriate lighting scene from within the lighting control system.

26 
Access Control

All these technologies are now at a 
place where your systems, including 
lighting control, can be accessed via 
your tablet or smartphone, when 
you’re not even home.  You could be in 
Helsinki and turning lights on and off.  
Of course the first thing that comes to 
your mind is pranking other members 
of your household, but believe it or 
not, there are some practical uses for 
having remote access as well. 

You’re working late at the office and 
no one is home, you get an email 
from your home automation system 
showing a picture from a CCTV camera 
of someone hanging around your front 
gate.  You quickly turn on a few lights 
in the house to make it look like you 
are home, then watch him walk away 
on your CCTV camera stream.  

Another advantage of remote access 
is remote service.  You’ve lived with 
a lighting schedule or scene for a few 
months but you know it’s just not quite 
right.  So you call your programmer and 
for a fraction of the cost of him coming 
out to your house for a service call, he 
logs in and makes the change remotely.  
Wow.  Welcome to 2016.

27 ½. It’s cool.
Despite all of the functional, practical, economical, powerful, and valuable 
reasons above to have a lighting control system, it’s just really cool.

27
Remote 
Service & 
Access
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