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The first of our new seasons stock has arrived 
in store. 

Cotton sateen with a little bit of stretch is a 
popular fabric amongst sewers, as it is easy to 
sew and easy to wear. We have a new range 
of printed and plain stretch cotton sateen 
fabrics, which can be used on their own or 
coordinated. In the printed range, we have a 
gorgeous floral print in two colours, a multi-
coloured floral on a creamy background, a 
lovely teal floral on a white background and a 
navy and white abstract floral.

If more geometric prints are of interest, 
we have an abstract geometric in striking 
green/pink/purple colourings (featured on 
the website), and a very structured print in 
navy and white with smatterings of orange. 
Perfect for dresses, they would all look good 
in a number of Burda and Simplicity patterns 
(Burda 6627 or 6807, Simplicity 1277 or 1357, 
plus many more). Also great for tops, skirts and 
pants. 

There are currently four plain colours—black, 
red, navy and teal. We also have a stretch 
textured white. All are perfect for pants, skirts 
or dresses. 

We have a growing collection of printed and 
plain Japanese cottons. These include floral or 
spotted medium weight chambrays and indigo 
printed cottons. The plains are skirt/pants 
weight fabrics and include coloured denim-like 
fabrics. The colours of Kaffe Fassett are again 
adorning our stands, with a number of new 
very colourful fabrics.

One of our special finds this year is a fabric 
designed by Tula Pink. Called ‘Free Fall’, this 
fabric is 108 inches, or 274 cms wide, and 
was designed as quilt backing. This fabric 
looks fabulous made up in dresses - we will 
even have one of our own to demonstrate this 
fabric.  

Right: “Everclear” Stretch 
Cotton. 
(House of Cloth)
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Far Right: Tulia Pink “Free 
Fall” Cotton.
(House of Cloth)



Did You Know: Haberdashery

Double gauze is a lightweight cotton fabric 
comprised of two layers of gauze woven 
together. This fabric has become increasingly 
popular in recent times. Perfect for baby 
blankets or covers, this fabric is also excellent 
for lightweight summer tops and dresses for 
adults and children alike, especially our two 
newest double gauze fabrics.

There are more deliveries scheduled regularly 
over the next few weeks. These will include 
lightweight printed cotton voiles, printed 
rayons for soft floaty tops/dresses and more 
linens. We will also be restocking the linen/
rayon blend we had last year in black and navy. 
We are always on the hunt for more fabrics to 
complement our range.

Have you seen our growing range of Merchant 
and Mills items? We now have some beautiful 
bamboo point turners for those perfect collar 
points, as well as some very cute small scissors 
called Baby Bow.

We hope you find something of interest.
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A haberdasher is a person who sell small 
articles or sewing such as buttons, zips, 
ribbons. The sewing articles are called 
haberdashery. 

The word (haberdasher) appears in Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales. Haberdashers were initially 
peddlers, thus sellers of small items such as 
needles and buttons. The word is thought 
to have no connection with an Old Norse 
word akin to the Icelandic haprtask, which 
means peddlers’ wares or the sack in which 
the peddler carried them. If that had been 
the case, a haberdasher (in its hypothetical 
Scandinavian meaning) would be very close to 
a mercer (French).

Since the word has no recorded use in 
Scandinavia, it is most likely derived from the 
Anglo-Norman hapertas, meaning small ware. 
A haberdasher would retail small wares, the 
goods of the peddler, while a mercer would 
specialize in “linens, silks, fustian, worsted 

piece-goods and bedding”.

Saint Louis IX, King of France 1226–70, is 
the patron saint of French haberdashers. In 
Belgium and elsewhere in Continental Europe, 
Saint Nicholas remains their patron saint, 
while Saint Catherine was adopted by the 
Worshipful Company of Haberdashers in the 
City of London.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haberdasher 

Far Right: Haberdashery. 
(House of Cloth)

Far Right: Merchant & Mills 
Baby Bow Scissors. 
(House of Cloth)



New Patterns

Girl’s Shirred Dress (BERNINA Project)

We have just taken delivery of patterns from 
another independent pattern designer. Colette 
has been making patterns since 2009. Their 
patterns come beautifully presented with 
detailed instructions, and have links to in-
depth tutorials. The patterns cover a wide 

range of sizes, and are for both knit and woven 
fabrics. A number of their patterns have a 
vintage influence, including the newly released 
‘Rue’ dress. We will hopefully have a sample of 
a couple of them made up in the near future. 

Spring is such an inspirational season and most 
of us are looking forward to some sun and 
colour  after our long wet winter.

This simple project from BERNINA is inspiring 
and a great way to get back into your warm 
weather sewing.

Girl’s Shirred Dress.

Very little sewing skill is required, in fact it is 
essentially 7 rows of shirring, 1 seam and 2 
edge finishes......all straight lines!

The choice of fabrics is what truly makes this 
little dress so adorable and this season we 
have a large number of good quality cottons 
with amazing patterns and colours that work 
so well with the shirring technique. You won’t 
be able to stop at just one.......I couldn’t!

The Pattern is downloadable from the 
BERNINA website (www.BERNINA.com.au).

Wendy’s notes

• Use self fabric strips or rouleaux made from 
self fabric for the straps instead of ribbon.

• Allow extra fabric for a deep hem to 
lengthen as required.

• The dress can also become a skirt by simply 
removing the straps as they grow too tall. 
They love to dress themselves and pull on is 
perfect!

• Position the seam on one side. This enables 
the dress to become reversible, back to 

front.
• One 25m reel of shirring elastic is sufficient 

for 2 smaller dresses.
• I chose buttons from our small but beautiful 

button collection.......use different colours 
on the back and front to vary the look when 
reversed.

 
Please note; 
* This project can be completed with any 
brand of sewing machine, just follow your 
machine’s instructions for shirring. 
** If you don’t have a BERNINA pintuck 
attachment, simply thread the the shirring 
elastic up through the small round hole in the 
center of the throat plate.

Far Right: Girl’s Shirred 
Dress by Wendy. 
(House of Cloth)



Coming Events

Knitting Corner

Bookings for all these classes can be made in person, 
by telephone on 5443 6400, or by emailing fabric@houseofcloth.com.au

BERNINA Workshop 
Cathy Sofarnos from 
BERNINA will be conducting 
a workshop on free motion 
couching 
When: Friday 21st October 
Time: 10am–3pm 
Cost: TBA 
Open to all models of 
BERNINA machines. Places 
are limited 
Requirements: Sewing 
machine, scissors, thread, 
standard zipper foot, #12C 
presser foot, and #43 presser 
foot if you have one (these will 
be available on the day if you 
need one).

The Pattern Drafter 
Dress Workshop 
When: Saturday 22nd October 
Time: 10am–3.30pm 
Cost: $90

The Pattern Drafter 
Pants Workshop 
When: Saturday 29nd October 
Time: 10am–3.30pm 
Cost: $80

Back to Basics Workshop 
Tutor: Michelle Goode 
When: Saturday 12th 
November 
Time: 10am–3pm 
Cost: $65 
Back to basic Techniques 
offered will include the 
following: Basic seams- open 
& closed seams, lapped seam 
and French seam; Single welt 
zip (skirt zip); Invisible zip; 
Machined hem/ rolled hem; 
Hand sewn hem; Bias binding; 
Patch pocket. 
All materials provided.

We have a few more colours of Debbie Bliss 
Rialto DK in stock now, and will keep adding 
to this gradually. We have also started to stock  
Debbie Bliss Dk 8-ply cotton, with just a few 
colours available now.

KnitPro also have another range of knitting 
needles called ‘Zing’. Some of you already 
know about these!  They have been described 
as “the most gorgeous aluminium needles 
ever”. They come in a spectrum of lustrous 
metallic shades, specific to different sizes, 
with silver tips. We have a few of the double 
pointed sets in stock if anyone would like to 
look at, feel or test drive them. This range 

are available straights, double pointed, fixed 
circular and newly released interchangeable 
needles. The interchangeable size range is 
from 3.5mm to 8mm, and sets are available. 
We can order in your specific requirements. 

Knitting accessories include point protectors, 
cable needles, wool darning needles.
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