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Have you seen our winter fabrics yet? We 
have a selection of textured light to medium 
weight wool blend knits in colours including 
purple, brown and denim. These are suitable 
for loose cardigan style (e.g. Burda 7184) or 
more closely fitting tops. We are pleased to 
have eight clours of boiled wool now in stock, 
from camel to black, of varying compositions 
including wool/viscose, wool/nylon and pure 
wool. These boiled wools do not fray when 
cut, and are perfect for some of the Tessuti 
patterns—think Sydney jacket, Brooklyn coat 
and Berlin coat, all of which we now have in 
stock.

If you are thinking about making a coat, jacket 
or cape there are a number of fabrics which 
are suitable. These include a beautifully soft 
pure wool in camel with a gorgeous sheen 
which invites you to stroke it, a red twill wool 
blend, a wool/cashmere blend in charcoal, 

Italian wool tweeds, double-faced wool solid 
colour one side, plus many more.

“Uma” is a textural delight. This cotton blend 
jacquard in cream and black can be used 
either side of the fabric. It would look great in 
short jackets, coats, skirts, or dresses.

If you are looking for something lighter, and 
more trans-seasonal, we have some Japanese 
wool gauze. This fabric has a crepe-like feel, 
though is more open weave. Perfect for a 
lightweight top (maybe Merchant & Mills Top 
64), we have three colours available—taupe, 
purple, and a rich dark teal.

Our selection of quality soft cotton flannel 
fabrics, perfect for pyjamas, shirts, or for that 
snugly soft pillowcase. We carry a selection of 
wool jersey in black and navy most of the time, 
supplemented each year with a come other 
colours —this year it is Salsa, a rich orange/red 
and Sea Pine, an aqua/blue.

Left: Tessuti “Brooklyn 
Coat”. 
(Tessuti)

New In-store & Online

Far Left: “Uma” Fabric. 
(House of Cloth)



Did You Know: Trench Coat

We still have supplies of uncut corduroy in 
teal, pink, & brown—suitable for tunics, pants 
or a skirt.

Our range of Merchant & Mills products has 
been expanded. The latest additions are 
a beautifully packaged set of easy thread 
needles – you know, the ones you just push 
the thread through from the top, instead of 
having to strain your eyes to thread! Also a 
well crafted double sided easy to read tape 
measure as well as some exceptionally fine 
pins, suitable for working with really fine 
fabrics.

In the yarn corner, there are new colours of 
Debbie Bliss Baby Cashmerino, Noro Silk 
Garden, plus more Manos Silk Blend and 
Maxima on the way. We have a good supply 
of KnitPro needles and hooks, and now have 

a range of Clover crochet hooks available. 
We have also just started stocking some of 
the Clover knitting accessories like point 
protectors and markers. If we do not have 
what you want do please ask, as we may be 
able to order them in for you. We are open to 
suggestions for other items to stock.

We are always receiving new stock. Check our 
website for regular updates.

New In-store & Online
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Did you know that the trench coat is over 
100 years old? Introduced during World War 
1, it was developed for officers to replace 
the heavy serge greatcoats they wore in the 
trenches. The water repellent fabric used in the 
garments was developed by two companies—
Aquascutum and Burberry, both of whom went 
on to design and sell their own trench coats.

Every part of the trench coat has a function. 
D-rings on the belt to hook accessories like 
binoculars, the cape across the shoulder to 
enable water to slough off, the storm flap at 
the front for ventilation, and deep pockets for 
storage of various necessitites like maps. Many 
had warm removable liners which could be 
used as emergency bedding if necessary. 

When gangsters, detectives and “men of 
the world” wore trench coats in Hollywood 

movies, the trench took on a more fashionable 
status. Now an iconic garment, it is endlessly 
updatable by designers who can modify 
various elements of it—like Burberry, who now 
offer many variations on the trench.

Far Left: British Army 
Officer, WW1. 
(Public Domain/Wikimedia)

Far left: More Merchant 
& Mills products available 
in-store and online. 
(House of Cloth)



Fabric Fact: Bamboo

Choosing a Sewing Machine

Bamboo fabric has become increasingly 
popular over the last few years, with many 
claims about its properties.

Historically, bamboo textile has been used for 
structural elements, for example in furniture 
and such items as bustles and the ribs of 
corsets. Development of modern technologies 
has enabled the processing of bamboo fibre. 
This is a cellulose fibre extracted from the 
pulp of the bamboo plant, and is suitable for 
processing into viscose rayon. The viscose 
processing results in the same chemical waste 
products as wood pulp viscose, but bamboo 
cellulose is suitable for a closed-loop viscose 
process that captures and reuses all solvents 
used. An alternative processing technique has 
also been developed by a Swiss company. 
This process involves mechanical crushing 
and natural enzyme retting, which is the same 
process use to produce linen fabrics from flax 
or hemp.

Most of the bamboo used to make bamboo 
fibre and bamboo clothing is grown by 

one company in China. As this bamboo is 
certified organic, this company has built its 
own plantation in order to maintain strict 
control over the growing process. Grown 
in accordance with international standards, 
each stalk is 100% naturally grown without 
pesticides. All the fibre produced at the facility 
is certified organic, having been tested for any 
chemical residues which may be harmful to a 
person’s health. 

Bamboo is the fastest growing woody plant 
in the world, and grows in diverse climates, 
making it a sustainable and versatile resource. 
It is a grass and regenerates just like lawn 
without the need for replanting. The extensive 
root system of the bamboo plants also helps in 
the prevention of soil erosion. 

Bamboo fabric can be either 100% bamboo 
or blended with other fibres. In its pure form, 
bamboo fabric is biodegradable in soil by 
microorganisms and sunlight. 

Source: 
Bamboo textile—Wikipedia 
Peppermint Magazine Spring 2015

Have you been considering the purchase 
of a new sewing machine? As part of your 
decision-making process, there are a number 
of questions to ask yourself:

• What do I expect from my machine? This 
relates to the type of sewing you intend to 
do, be it dressmaking, patchwork/quilting 
or creative sewing/embroidery. All have 
different requirements and will use different 
features on the machine. Maybe you will be 
doing all of these.

• How much sewing do I intend to do? Will 
I just be bringing the machine out for 
occasional mending, or will I be using it 
more regularly?

• What is my budget?  

• What features do I need on my machine? 
Do I really need one with the ‘bells and 
whistles’? 

Other things to consider include the ability 
to test drive machines in store, in order to 
get a feel of them—is it easy to thread, is the 
buttonhole simple, what is the zipper foot 
like, can I sew different weights of fabric? Also 
ask about availability of lessons and about 
servicing the machine and availability of parts. 

Armed with your research, you will be in a 
better position to select a machine that meets 
your needs.



Coming Events

Noticeboard

Bookings for all these classes can be made in person, 
by telephone on 5443 6400, or by emailing fabric@houseofcloth.com.au

Learn to Crochet with 
Fibrefaerie 
The pretty flower Granny 
square 
When: Wednesday 20th July 
Time: 3pm 
Cost: $50 (all materials 
supplied)

The Sunburst Granny square 
When: Wednesday 27th July 
Time: 3pm 
Cost: $50 (all materials 
supplied)

Lutterloh Patternmaking 
Demonstration 
When: Friday 5th/Saturday 6th 
August 
Time: 11am 
Cost: Free

Skirt designing 
When: Friday 5th August 
Time: 1.00–4.30pm 
Cost: $50

Little Black Dress designing 
When: Saturday 6th August 
Time: 1.00–4.30pm 
Cost: $50

School holiday program 
September 19th–30th 
Classes will operate during 
the September holidays. 
Specific details not available 
yet, however classes likely 
to include cushion making, 
pyjama pants, hand stitching 
and more. 
We are also considering a 
Learn to Weave class for 
children, and would love to 
know if anyone would be 
interested in this.

Elmore Field Days 
4th, 5th & 6th October 2016

Knitters/crocheters and 
Sewists Wanted

Would you like a House of 
Cloth voucher, for doing 
something you love? We are 
looking for knitters/crocheters 
and sewists to make up 
samples for us. All materials 
will be provided. If you think 
you could help out, either as 
a once-off or regularly, please 
let us know.

For Sale

Looking for some special vintage fabric for a special occasion? 
We may have something for you.

4 metres of white organza with beads & sequins along the 
scalloped edged. Plus pink taffeta and organza for the 
underlay. Best seen in person.

Far Left: For Sale, Organza. 
(House of Cloth)

The House of Cloth Newsletter is published quarterly, in print, and electronically to inform people of the products and services House of Cloth has on offer as well as promote textiles in 
general.  Suggestions for articles welcome. They can be submitted via the email above.

www.houseofcloth.com.au • fabric@houseofcloth.com.au 
Shop 5, 11 Retreat Rd Bendigo, VIC, 3550 • 03 5443 6400


