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Wendy writes—the cooler weather is settling in 
and our collection of wool and wool blend fabrics 
is looking invitingly cosy. The wonderful thermal 
properties of wool can rarely be matched, and our 
range varies from the softest wool gauze to heavy 
wool coatings.

One of our most popular wool fabrics has been a 
“boiled” type wool/viscose blend. This is a stable, 
medium weight, easy to sew fabric with some 
draper, two “right” sides and needs no finishing 
on the raw edges. There are a few Tessuti patterns 
(available in store) which make a perfect choice, 
but our clever customers have found this fabric 
works just as well in skirts, tunics, jackets and 
dresses. My navy shawl collared jacket/cardigan 
is still looking good in this fabric and this is its 
5th winter! We have a few colours available this 
season including 2 which are pure wool.

We have often told our customers that a simple 
garment, sewn well and made in a beautiful fabric, 
can look every bit as chic as a very complicated 
tailored pattern. An A-line skirt in one of our wools 
is a good example. This garment flatters most 
figure types, is easy to fit, and can be made in any 
length using any of wool weights from plain to 
plaids. The skirt can be as simple as 2 side seams 
and a waistband, or add a centre front and back 
seam, make it a wrap and eliminate the zipper, just 
add tights and boots and let our fabric do the rest.

Editors note: We have been trying to source 
more colours of boiled wool, finding it rather 
challenging. We have finally found some, but 
unfortunately they will not be in Australia until late 
this year. I will take delivery of them early next year 
- too late for this winter, but in time for next winter!

A Word About Wool
Above: Kyoto Vest and Brook-
lyn Coat Patterns by Tessuti.
http://dye.li/recei4a1b
Photo: House of Cloth.
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New In-store & Online
We are awash with fabric! The latest winter 
warmers include wool/cashmere coatings, double 
sided wool blends, a black embossed wool blend, 
patterned warp stretch pontes, boiled wool (see 
A Word about Wool), wool jersey and a number 
of wool blends. We also have a diverse range 
of pontes which include striped, marled and our 
standard plains.

Pinwale corduroy is a popular fabric, which we are 
finding hard to source this year. We have a spotted 
pinwale and have just taken delivery of a plain 
dusty blue. At the moment that is the best we can 
do, however we keep looking in the hope that 
more will pop up.

We have expanded our range of printed cotton 
jersey, with two more prints from Art Gallery, as 
well as a new range from Stof Fabrics. These 
jerseys have met the Okeo-Tex® Standard 100 
that ensures there are no harmful residues in 
the fabric. We also have some Cloud9 organic 
cotton lightweight denim in pastel aqua and pink. 
Plus our stock of printed cottons just keeps on 
growing!

Our yarn range has expanded! We have recently 
brought in two new brands of yarn. The first of 
these was Juniper Moon Farm, an American 
company who have a lovely range of yarns. We 
chose one yarn, Findley Dk Dappled, which is 
a wool/mulberry silk space dyed yarn. It is very 
soft, and when made up appears mottled rather 
than stripes. We have a sample item in store to 
demonstrate this effect.

The second brand is Lang Yarns. This 150 year old 
Swiss company produce a large range of yarns. 
We currently have three of their yarns in stock, 
Mille Colori Baby, Mille Colori Sock and Lace, and 
Jawoll Magic Degrade, which are all fingering 
weight yarns, knitted on 2.5-3.5mm needles, and 
are perfect for shawls. We have also just ordered 
some more of their newer yarns for delivery in July. 
The Malabrigo yarn has been restocked, including 
the addition of a new line, Arroyo, which is a 
double knit (8-ply) super wash yarn.

Below: Malabrigo Silky 
Merino, Colour 866 Arco Iris.
http://dye.li/malab896b 
Photo: House of Cloth.
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Top Left: Cotton & Steel 
“Sleep Tight” Printed Cotton 
(Grey) http://dye.li/cotto835c
Top Right: Lang Yarns Mille 
Colori Sock and Lace, Colour 
75 http://dye.li/langy2d53
Bottom Left: Lang Yarns 
Jawoll Magic Degrade, 
Colour 66 http://dye.li/
langy6ad4
Bottom Right: Floret Printed 
Cotton, Grey http://dye.li/
flore2d7f
Photos: House of Cloth.
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Customer Survey
Thank you to those people who responded to the 
recent customer survey. We feel it is important to 
check in with our customers from time to time to 
see how we are going with providing the products 
and service that you would like. We asked a 
number of questions covering a range of topics 
including fabric, yarn, social media and service. . 

Your responses have provided us with some 
valuable feedback. There were suggestions for 
new products as well as for the topics you would 
like covered in classes. Not all suggestions can 
be implement, and some may not appear in the 
short-term, however we will start working on some 
of them now. 

There were a few suggestions for different 
opening hours, including on Monday and Sunday. 
We thought we would trial opening one Sunday 
every month to see how this goes before deciding 
to make it permanent. So, starting in August, 
we will open on the second Sunday of every 
month from 11am to 3pm. We will also extend 
our opening hours to 5pm on the 1st Saturday 
of the month. Opening regularly on a Monday is 
not possible at this point in time, however we are 
usually open on the Monday after the Sheep and 
Wool Show.

We received a number of suggestions for different 
fabrics to include in our range. Some of these 
were for jumper type knits, which unfortunately 
are challenging to find and generally are only 
available sporadically. We do know of some rather 
nice ones from Japan, but unfortunately they have 
too much polyester content for our liking. We will 
keep hunting, and get them in when we can.

There were also a few suggestions for hemp and 
bamboo fabrics. We have a good colour range of 
bamboo jersey, however woven bamboo fabrics 
are harder to find now than when we opened in 
2010. We are committed to continuing to find 
them because they are a lovely fabric. With the 
hemp fabrics, we generally can only buy plain 
fabrics, both in natural and a limited range of 
colours. We have a set of small samples of these 
fabrics in store and are happy to show and discuss 
these with you. Both the bamboo and hemp 
fabrics sit nicely with our mission to provide 
primarily natural fibre fabrics. 

Linen also featured in the fabric suggestions. 
We always carry stock of basic linen colours, and 
generally augment this as the weather warms. Last 
summer we tried some European linen, which was 
positively received, so we will be getting more of 
them later in the year. We know that linen prints 
are popular because they usually sell out, however 
do have difficulty finding nice linen prints.

Other suggestions included: an expanded button 
range; different types of zips, different linings and 
an expanded range of threads, including those 
for machine embroidery. We will investigate these 
suggestions however it may not be possible to 
introduce all of them. 

We also asked for suggestions on topics for 
classes/workshops. We have started working on 
some of these suggestions already, although we 
are not far enough advanced to put them into 
print as yet. We will notify you when we have 
finalised all the details. 

Finally, congratulations to the four customers who 
were the lucky winners of the vouchers we had on 
offer. 

Changing Times
For the last 7 years we have been a very paper-
based business. For some time, a POS has been 
used alongside paper, however now we are 
moving to remove the paper trail. Where possible, 
we would prefer to email invoices to you (digital 
invoices are valid under consumer law, even for 

refunds), however we will still maintain the ability 
to print them if required. Notifications for orders, 
machine servicing will now primarily be done via 
SMS/email. If you are one of the lucky ones, we 
will still happily call you.



BERNINA News
Recent months have seen the release of a number 
of new products, including machines, overlockers 
and accessories.

The Ruler kit may be of interest to those of you 
who quilt. This kit contains 5 different shaped 
rulers which include straight lines, circles, and 
ovals. The Bernina adjustable Ruler foot #72 is a 
free-motion foot for use with this kit. The Ruler 
kit is priced at $249 whilst the Ruler foot is $105. 
We have one of each in store for demonstration 
purposes, and can order these in for you.

Two new overlockers the L450 replaces the 
800DL and has all the same features plus:  LED 
sewing lights; Micro Thread Control (which 
was previously only in the higher versions); the 
accessories are now in the looper cover (rather 
than in a separate bag) and a hard thread bin 
to attach to the front.  The L460 replaces the 
1150MDA, and has all the same features plus it 
comes with a free-hand system for knee-operated 
presser-foot lift and a slide on table. We currently 
have a L450 in store for demonstration purposes.

A new range of Bernettes, which includes 4 
machines, an overlocker, a coverstitch and a 
combination overlocker/coverstitch machine. 
These are good quality entry level machines and 
are perfect for those starting out, or for those 
whose budget does not stretch to a Bernina. We 
currently have a machine and the overlocker in 
store to test drive.

A new embroidery only machine, the B700. 
A great option for those who would like to do 
embroidery and who do not need to upgrade their 
sewing machine.

An upgraded version of the Designer Plus 
software, v8, has also been released. We have 
this software in store and can provide a broad 
overview how it works.

The introduction of Toolbox, an entry level 
embroidery software. Toolbox is modular system, 
which means you can buy individual modules, or 
the whole package.



Coming Events

Bookings for all these classes can be made in person, by telephone on 5443 6400, or by emailing 
fabric@houseofcloth.com.au. Bookings close five (5) business days prior to scheduled running of class. 
Payment due at time of booking. Cancellation by customer within five (5) business days of scheduled 
running of class will forfeit 50% of class fee. Cancellation by customer within two (2) business days of 
scheduled running will forfeit entire class fee.

If House of Cloth is required to cancel a class at any time, customers will be offered a refund in whole, or 
credit for a rescheduled, or substitute class of their choosing.

School Holiday Program 
When: 5th–15th July 
Details  http:// dye.li/winteee67

Sheep & Wool Show 
When: 14th–16th July 
Where: Prince of Wales 
Showgrounds, Bendigo

Bernina embroidery software 
demonstration 
When: Thursday 20th July 
Time: 2-3pm 
RSVP: by Tuesday 18th July 
Have you been considering 
incorporating machine 
embroidery into your creative 
activities, and wondered 
what was involved? Then this 
demonstration is for you. Pam 
Gordon has been using Bernina 
embroidery software for over 15 
years, and will be demonstrating 
the key features of this software, 
and what you can create with it. 
Be inspired!

Printed pattern repeats using 
block print techniques 
When:  Saturday 12th August 
Time: 1pm–5pm 
In this 4 hour workshop you will 
be introduced to the wonderful 
world of pattern repeats through 
the use of block printing 
techniques using water based 
fabric printing inks. Simple 
blocks will be made out of 
readily available resources and 
you will print onto fabric panels 
that may be used to make 
cushions or totes. You will leave 
the workshop with you own 
blocks and printed fabrics to 
take home. 
All levels of experience welcome 
and you are encouraged to ask 
lots of questions.

Print and Stitch 
When: Saturday 9th September 
Time: 1pm–5pm 
In this 4 hour workshop you will 
be introduced to some basic 
embroidery stitches which you 
can use to embellish your block 
printed fabric. There will be 
blocks available for participants 
to print onto a piece of fabric 
suitable for a cushion or a tote. 
You will learn about mixing 
print and stitch techniques, 
different embroidery threads, 
colour and texture. All levels of 
experience welcome and you 
are encouraged to ask lots of 
questions.

Natural Dyeing Workshop 
When: Saturday 21st October 
Time: 1pm–5pm 
In this introductory workshop 
you will learn to extract colour 
from plants and create a 
coloured imprint from plant 
material.  This simple process is 
commonly known as eco printing 
and an exciting colour range 
can appear from a wide range 
of pant material. You will learn 
about which fabrics get the best 
results and we will experiment 
with various plant materials.

Information for these three 
sessions available online at 
http://dye.li/fabri051d
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Photo: Avalana Printed 
Cotton Jersey “Monkeys”
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