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Saville Row
Have you heard of a Savile Row? Did 
you know that this is the home of the 
bespoke suit? 

Savile Row is a street in Mayfair, central 
London, which was built between 1731 
and 1735, and is known principally for 
its traditional bespoke tailoring for men. 
Tailors began to appear on the street 
in the early 19th century. Henry Poole 
is credited as the creator of the dinner 
jacket, and was the first to open his 
business into Savile Row in 1846. Savile 
Row’s reputation is built on bespoke 
tailoring, where each suit is made to 
individually fit. The term “bespoke” is 
generally understood to mean “made 
to measure”. In relation to tailoring 
“bespoke” is understood to mean a suit 
cut and made by hand. 

Modernisation of the style and 
approach of tailors began in 1969, and 
continued in the 1990s. The number 
of tailors has waxed and waned over 
the years - with 40 in the 1950s, 19 

in 2006, and 44 as of late 2014. The 
Savile Row bespoke association was 
founded in 2004 to protect and develop 
bespoke tailoring. The member tailors 
are typically required to put at least 
50 hours of hand labour into each two 
piece suit. Phew!

A typical tailoring process is comprised 
of a number of steps. It starts with 
the fabric selection, where customers 
are advised on weight, performance, 
cloth type, handle and colour. The 
customer is measured, with up to 19 
measurements taken. The pattern is 
drafted, the cloth cut. The cloth is 
hand basted together for fitting to 
ascertain the ‘balance’ of the garment. 
Then pockets and linings are affixed, 
shoulders put in by hand, side seams 
machined and sleeves basted in. After 
around six to eight weeks the garment 
is completed. A small alteration may 
need to be made at this point before 
the customer takes delivery. Cost is 
generally around $4,000 pounds.

The Noro 
Story
For those of you who use or have seen 
the beautiful Noro yarn in store, here 
is a little story about the company and 
the yarn. 

Manufactured in the Aichi Prefecture of 
Japan, the brand concept of EisakuNoro 
is to “Harmonize natural unevenness, 
asymmetric pattern and complex color 
to portray the beauty of the nature.”

The unapologetic product of artist 
Eisaku Noro who is committed to both 
honouring and reflecting nature, Noro 
yarns are idiosyncratic. Over the years 
the company has produced all manner 
of things, from 100% wool singles to 
Ganpi paper, bamboo, cashmere and 
camel blends.

All animal fibers that are used in the 
yarns come from certified organic 
farms, from international sources 
such as Australia, the Falkland Islands 
and South Africa. Noro is personally 
involved with inspecting all aspects of 
production, from visiting the animal 
farms to checking the machinery 
used and keeping restrictions on the 
dye processes to maintain products 
that are as eco-friendly as possible. 
He says “Friction, rubbing and heat 
during processing weaken the fibers in 
direct proportion to the length of time 
they are processed. By dramatically 
shortening this process, we are 
preventing damage to the enzymes in 
the fibers and simultaneously profiting 
the environment.”

Differences in processing from other 
yarn manufacturers include the use of 
a single roller on the carding machine 
instead of the usual three, hand-feeding 
tufts of fiber into the carding machine, 
and the arrangement of specified color 
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New stock
Fabric
This is the time of year when the 
autumn/winter seasonal fabrics start to 
arrive. In past years we have had most 
of the autumn/winter fabrics delivered 
all at once, however this year they will 
be arriving at various times over the 
next couple of months. 

Some early arrivals are now on show. 
These include Aztec, a bright colourful 
printed jersey; Loganberry, a printed 
viscose suited to loose flowy dresses and 
tops; an unusual double sided ponti, 
with black on one side and caramel on 
the other, which lends itself to tops or 
jackets where the inside of the collar/
lapel is seen; Microchip, a warp stretch 
ponti fabric in two colours, and a lovely 
Japanese soft wool gauze, which is 
similar to a wool crepe but with a more 
open weave. Only one colour of this 
available at the moment, but there will 
be more. Still to come are a number 
of wool blend fabrics suitable for loose 
jackets or capes, and more coating 
fabrics - think Camel and Red. 

Many of the fabrics we select are not 
tied to the seasons. Such is the case 
with the Liberty fabrics. We have just 
taken delivery of five new fabrics, 
most of which are very different to the 

traditional Liberty prints. With names 
like Bosphorus, Sims Space Race, 
Kinetic, Shifting Sand and Stars and 
Stripes, you can almost get a sense of 
how different these are! More Liberty 
will be arriving mid year. We also have 
some other new printed cottons now 
available. 

Yarn
The yarn shelves have been a bit 
depleted over the last few months, but 
restocking has now started.  

We have taken delivery of more 
Malabrigo yarn, topping up the Silky 
Merino with four colours - Pradera, 
Stonechat, Arco Iris and Queguay. We 
also have a new yarn, Rios, which is a 
10-ply superwash 100% merino yarn - 
Zarzamora, Marte, Playa, and Aguas. 
New colours of Noro Kureyon have also 
arrived. 

Patterns
 
New stock of Grainline, Compagnie-M 
and Tessuti patterns will be arriving 
over the next month or so. These will 
include a very popular duffle coat from 
Grainline and (hopefully) the Sydney 
jacket from Tessuti. 

Photo above 

Loganberry is a printed viscose, and is suited to 

loose flowing garments. 

Photo above

Malabrigo Rios Marte - colours of the earth

Inspiration

Gracious Skies is 
one of the new 
printed cottons. 
This lovely coral 
coloured medium 
weight fabric 
will make up 
beautifully in 
blouses, tops or 
dresses. The coral 
colour will team 
beautifully with 
other colours 
like navy, indigo, 
olive, black, 
chocolate, and 
maybe teal. 

Consider a 
blouse/shirt 
teamed with a 
navy or black 
wool gabardine 
or ponti skirt or 
pants. Y

,bzxj.k
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Above: BERNINA 570QE

Bernina News
Meet the new “Aurora Australis” the next generation Bernina 
Aurora phenomenon. The B570 QE is a replacement for the 
popular Aurora 440QE. 

The key features of the B570 QE include a 4.3 inch colour 
touch screen with easy navigation. The B570 QE retains the 
standard 5.5mm stitch width and CB hook system, and comes 
with the BSR as standard, as well as the #37 patchwork foot. 
There are 220 built-in sewing patterns, including Quilting 
stitches. It also has optional embroidery capability. 

The B570 QE is a genuine all-rounder. that can sew, quilt and 
embroider. The touchscreen makes changing from sewing 
to embroidery very easy.  There are 50 built-in embroidery 
designs to choose from, and you can upload your own designs 
via a USB connection. The designs can be edited right on 
screen with the Rotate, Mirror, Rescale and Colour change 
functions. There is no longer the need to cart around a 
computer for editing! All this, and you still get the standard 
10 year warranty. 

We now have one in store for you to test drive.

Bernina have also released a new range of Bernettes, called 
Sew & Go. There are three machines in this range, 1, 3 and 
5.  Number 1 has basic stitches, with functionality increasing 
up the range. These would be good machines for beginning 
sewers. 

If you are looking to buy some more presser feet, Bernina 
accessories or a new machine, the annual Mothers Day sale 
commences on April 1st. 

Win a trip to Thailand or Switzerland
 
Bernina currently have two amazing promotions available. 
If you buy a 7 or 8 series machine you can go into the draw 
to win a trip for two to Thailand. And if you buy a Q series 
longarm quilting machine, you can go into the draw to win a 
trip for 2 to Switzerland. Purchases must be made between 
1 March and 31 December 2016 from authorised dealers. 
Further details are available at bernina.com.au and entry 
forms are available in store

runs by hand. The single roller as well 
as the shorter bed on the spinning 
machine result in less twist to the single 
ply than other yarns, giving a variance 
in thickness along its length.

This yarn has been around for more 
than 30 years, and has become 
increasingly popular since the early 
2000's, ably assisted by the online 
world and especially Ravelry. The most 
popular yarns are Kureyon (pronounced 
crayon) and Silk Garden. 

One of the factors contributing to 
the yarns popularity are the long 
colour runs and the artisanal, rustic, 
handmade look of the yarn.

There is also a perceived scarcity factor 
about Noro, due to the fact that Eisaku 
Noro regularly adds and subtracts yarns 
and colour ways. It is generally known 
that if you see something you like, you 
had better buy it straight away, as it 
may not be available next time you look 
for it! 

New yarns released for A/W 2016 are 
Transitions, a chunky yarn; A la Mode, 
an 8-ply yarn and Kureyon Air, which 
is a bulky yarn. If there is interest in 
any of these yarns I am happy to get 
some in. 

Needle care tip
from KnitPro
Wooden and bamboo hooks and needles 
get naturally moisturized by the oils 
in the wool yarn and your hands, thus 
becoming smoother with every use. 
However, it is a good idea to clean 
and moisturize your wooden needles a 
couple of times in a year.

For this, clean your needles with a 
clean, dry muslin or paper towel, then 
apply a very thin layer of natural bee's 
wax. Allow it to dry and then buff it 
with soft muslin or chamois cloth and 
leave for at least 24 hours before using 
them for knitting.

Notice board 
Calling all knitters. Have you heard 
about WARM?

WARM is a community project about 
why the earth is warming and what 
you can do about it. It is a large scale 
collaborative art project and exhibition, 
exploring creative, fun and sustainable 
ways to keep you warm and keep the 
planet cool. 

For more information about the project, 
workshops in your area or to access 
patterns directly head to www.seam.
org.au/warm. 

>> From Page 1

The Noro Story

Did you know we have an online store? 
Currently you can purchase yarn, 
knitting needles, sewing accessories, 
presser feet and some of our patterns 
through our online store. We are 
gradually adding fabric, which as you 
can imagine, will take some time.  

Stitch and Yarn: a group of creative 
women who meet on the last Tuesday 
of each month, 7.30 - 9.30 pm. If you 
would like a couple of hours to sit and 
stitch in the company of like-minded 
people, you are welcome to join us. 

Easter trading: we will be closed on 
Good Friday 25th March, and will be 
open on Saturday 26th March. 
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Events
Learn to 
create a Bound 
Buttonhole
Come and learn how to make a bound 
buttonhole, a beautiful tailoring 
technique reminiscent of gorgeous 
vintage styling. While this technique is 
not complex it does require precision 
and accuracy. Once you have learnt 
this technique you will be able to adapt 
it and use it in your own creations. 
This class requires a sewer to have a 
moderate level of skill and competence 
with the sewing machine. You will be 
required to bring your own machine, 
sewing kit and thread. All notes, fabric 
and buttons will be provided.

When: Saturday 19th March, 10.30 am 
to 1.00 pm 
Time: 10.30 am to 1.00 pm 
Cost: $35 per person 
Tutor: Michelle Goode

Beginner sewing 
This 4 - 5 week class is aimed at 
equipping a beginner with confidence 
in basic sewing terms and techniques. 
This will be achieved with a hands on 
approach and you will complete the 
class having made a basic lined cape, 
with or without a hood, the choice 
is yours! You will learn how to sew a 
beautiful bound button hole giving your 
cape a very professional and vintage 
looking finish. Note that this class will 
also be useful for those looking for a 
refresher. A requirements list will be 
provided at booking. 

When: commences Saturday 16th April 
Time: 10.00 am to 12.30 pm 
Cost: $100 per person 
Tutor: Michelle Goode

School holiday 
program
For the first time we will be offering 
some classes for children during the 
school holidays. These will be offered on 
the Tuesday and Saturday of each week. 
Projects have been designed to cater 
for children with or without machine 
experience. Classes will be of 1 and a 
half hours duration, and will be $20 per 
head inclusive of project materials. 

When: 29th March, 2nd April, 5th 
April, 9th April  
Time: 10.30 am to 12.00MD or 1.30 to 
3.00 pm  
Cost: $20 per person 
Tutor: Kathryn Marks

Bernina 7-series 
workshop 
Cathy Sofarnos, the Bernina 
representative, will be conducting 
two workshops for people who have 
7-series machines - B710, B750, B720, 
B770. These will be all day workshops 
and are limited to 6 people. You only 
need to attend one of these days. 

When: Thursday 24th March, 
Thursday 31st March 
Time: 10.30am to 3.00 pm 
Cost: Nil

Pants workshop
Are you tired of spending hours 
adjusting patterns only to find they still 
do not fit? Would you like to learn how 
to make patterns for pants that fit you 
like a glove? Then why not come along 
to a pants pattern making workshop 
where you will learn how to make 
patterns to your measurements. 

When: Saturday 14th May 
Time: 10am to 2.30 pm, with 30 
minutes for lunch 
Cost: $90 per person 
Tutor: Maria Boncaldo

Bookings for all these classes can be made in person, by telephone 
on 5443 6400, or by emailing fabric@houseofcloth.com.au

The fabric above is Dotted Spot, with lilac spots on a black 
or very dark navy background. This soft printed viscose is 
perfect for those soft flowing tops and dresses. 

The fabric below is “Geometric floral”. This beautiful 
Japanese cotton shantung has quite different prints on either 
side of the fabric, lending itself to experimentation in how to 
use both sides. 
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