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Life lessons from your 
seam ripper
The humble seam ripper (or stitch 
unpicker) has a lot to teach about 
making mistakes and moving on. 

1. Don’t be shy. It is better to 
fix something and move on than 
ignore a problem. Many people 
have discovered that the real 
reason some of their handmade 
clothes went unworn was because 
of things like a wonky hem or 
neckline that could be easily 
fixed. Sometimes what stops you 
is not the time it takes to mend 
something, but actually deciding 
in the first place that it is worth 
doing. 

2. Plowing on is for farmers. If you 
have your foot on the machine 
pedal and that little voice in your 
head starts nagging that you 
are doing it wrong or you will 
not be happy with it, it is worth 
stopping and checking - otherwise 
you might have a whole seam to 
unpick instead of a few stitches. 
Same goes for choosing girlfriends 
and boyfriends. 

3. Sometimes you just stuff it 
up. But do not let it dissuade 
you from doing what you love, or 
trying to get better. 

4. Fix the right problem. 
Unpicking and re-doing a seam 
is not going to help if the real 
problem is a needle that is blunter 
than a wooden spoon. Or a 
difficult fabric that is giving you 
grief and needs to be handled a 
different way. We can spend so 
much energy fussing, but if you 
have not found the real cause of 
the problem you will be reaching 
for the seam ripper in no time. 

5. Everybody makes mistakes. 
Yep, everybody. Find me a sewer 
who does not own a seam ripper. 
(If you do, don’t worry, they 
are probably just using bits of 
whittled down unicorn horn 
instead.) 

Source: Paloma magazine - 
reprinted with permission

Know yourself and dress accordingly
This is the heading of an article in 
a 1953 edition of Vogue Patterns. 
The article goes on to say “Look 
carefully at yourself in a long glass 
to recognise your good and bad 
points. Make sure your corset is 
doing the right things for you and 
learn to dress yourself to the best 
advantage”. The article identifies 
four figure types - inclined to be 
hippy, inclined to be top-heavy, 
tall and narrow and short and 
stocky - and provides advice on 
appropriate dressing for each 

type. Edited versions are shown 
below.  

If you are inclined to be hippy, 
wear modified fullness over the 
hips so that, in the eye of the 
beholder, it is your clothes that 
flare out, not you. Wear horizontal  
lines across shoulders or bodice to 
simulate balancing width. Attract 
attention away from your hips by 
wearing bright, gay colours near 
your face with scarves, necklaces 
and hats that demand to be seen. 

Unless you are very short, wear 
bloused bodices and wide or high 
necklines. See that all bows and 
other trimmings are kept on your 
bodice. Skirts should be in smooth 
fine textured fabrics.

If you are inclined to be top heavy, 
concentrate on broken, diagonal 
or asymmetric lines on the top 
half of your outfit; the crossover 
surplice front dwindles 
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New stock 
Fabric 
We have now taken delivery of all 
our spring/summer stock. And 
boy, is there a lot of it!! 

We have lots of linen fabrics 
-  plains in a variety of weights, 
striped and a few printed linens. 
Linen is great for tops, dresses, 
shirts, and lightweight pants for 
those very hot days. We also have 
linen jersey, which co-ordinates 
with the some of the plain linens. 

Printed cottons are also in 
abundance. Florals, geometrics, 
tribal, paisley - we have some of 
each. There are lots of beautiful 
blue colours, and some gorgeous 
aquas that look very cooling.  

Striped jerseys have often been 
popular, so we have sourced 
quite a few this year. You can 
choose from grey/pink, green/
natural, navy/cream, lilac/white 
or turquoise/grey. We also have 
a lightweight viscose jersey that 
comes in a small stripe and a 
large stripe in the same colour 
combination, which provides 
opportunities to combine the 
two in the one garment. You can 
choose from grey/red or navy/red. 

Not all our fabric is linked to the 
seasons, as we try to have stock 
which is trans-seasonal. Like the 
latest delivery of 5 new designs 

of Liberty Tana Lawn - Betsy, 
Mushaboom, Gallymoggers, Tessa 
and Glenjade are the names of the 
newest arrivals. We hope you like 
them! 

We have also started stocking 
fabric from a company called 
Cotton and Steel. The fabric 
designs are quite different, some 
very quirky. We have two of their 
fabrics in stock now - expect to 
see some more in the new year. 

Patterns 
We have continued to source 
patterns from independent 
designers and now have a 
selection of Tessuti patterns - 
Chloe pants, Pia dress and Alice 
top. More designs are on the 
way, the selection of which was 
assisted by conversations with 
customers. We can also now 
introduce Compagnie-M, a Belgian 
based company. Compagnie-M 
design childrens patterns with 
a vintage twist.  We have limited 
stock of five of their designs.

Books
We have recently added a 
small selection of books to our 
inventory. There are three of the 
popular Japanese pattern books, 
a couple of Debbie Bliss baby/
toddler knitting books, some 
crochet books, and a sewing book 
by Colette. This is just the start! 

Gift ideas 
If you are looking for some las 
minutes gift options, we have 
some suggestions for you. 

Gift vouchers - we have  $20, $50, 
$75 or $100 vouchers, or you can 
choose your own value. 

Scissors - Mundial Serra sharp 
scissors are excellent quality and 
will last a lifetime. 

Press cloths - two pieces of silk 
organza for use as a press cloth. 

Clover silk pins - very sharp fine 
pins ideal for silk and other fine 
fabrics. 

Clover Bias maker - an excellent 
addition to a sewers inventory of 
useful items. 

For knitters, maybe a set of 
KnitPro interchangeable needles 
and cables. And a couple of balls 
of yarn to use with them. 

Bernina presser feet or accessories 
- an excellent time to stock up, 
while the 20% off Christmas sale 
is still on. 

Wishing you all a safe and 
peaceful Christmas and New Year. 

Left:
The new range of 

Liberty Tana lawn 
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the bosom like magic. Easy draped 
fullness from the shoulders avoids 
a too-tight look; allow plenty of 
room under the arms. You, like 
no-one else, can wear low, wide 
or sweetheart necklines as your 
collarbones and shoulders are well 
covered - but avoid straight across 
shoudler-to-shoulder lines, turtle 
necklines, breast pockets. Use fine 
smooth fabrics above the waist, 
more textured below. 

If you are tall and narrow, develop 
a flair for the dramatic. For you, 
dashing lines: huge collars, 
tremendous skirts, flaring jackets 
and peplums, standaway pockets, 
bulky fabrics. If you really regret 
your height, cut your inches with 
horizontal lines, boleros, boat 
necklines, contrasting tops and 
skirts. Rough textured fabrics can 
be used. 

If you are short and stocky, scale 
everything down to your size; tiny 
hats, miniature jewellry, small 
collars and accessories, only 
moderately full skirts. Keep your 
clothes unfussy, your sleeves 
short or narrow. To gain height, 
emphasize the vertical. The sheath 
or princess silhouette, fitted tops, 
ensembles of a single colour, 
narrow pleats. Avoid peplums, 
middies, short topcoats. Use 
fabrics with smooth textures, 
subdued prints, small patterns / 
tiny checks.  

Know yourself and dress accordingly
> from page 1

Spoilt for choice 
A word from Wendy
One of the joys of working at 
House of Cloth is selecting fabrics 
for the coming seasons, it is 
so inspirational to see the new 
colours and textures and the 2016 
Winter and Summer samples we 
have seen are no exception......but 
wait we must!

Most of our much anticipated 
Summer 2015 collection has 
arrived and I have chosen one of 
our new range of Linen/Viscose 
fabrics “Tussie Mussie”in twine 
to make up a Simplicity pattern 
1665. I incorporated a remnant 
of another of my favourite fabrics, 
Silk Rope in natural as a contrast. 
It’s such a good feeling to use up 
some pieces you have left from 
a previous project and another 
reason to justify keeping them all! 

I always enjoy “reading” my new 
sewing patterns, but in particular 
it’s the vintage patterns from the 
40’s and 50’s that I enjoy reading 
the most, with their complicated 
techniques for gussets and godets 
etc. Recently, while reading a 
1952 Vogue pattern I noticed at 
the top of the instruction sheet 
a note informing the sewer that 
the pattern pieces are numbered 
in the order in which they are 

used in the construction. All 
major pattern brands that I have 
checked so far continue to use 
this numbering system today!

Enjoy our beautiful summer 2015  
range and look forward, as I am, 
to some fabulous creations from 
our 2016 fabric selections.

I hope you all manage to do some 
creative sewing over the festive 
season. See you in the New Year.

Right:
Asymmetric closing - a 

suggestion for top 

heavy shapes. 
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Events
Pants workshop
Are you tired of spending hours adjusting patterns only to find they 
still do not fit? Would you like to learn how to make patterns for pants 
that fit you like a glove? Then why not come along to a pants pattern 
making workshop where you will learn how to make patterns to your 
measurements. Maria Boncaldo from The Pattern Drafter will be 
conducting this workshop on Saturday 13th February 2016, from 10am 
to 2.30pm, with 30 minutes for lunch. Cost is $90 per person. Numbers 
are limited, so bookings are essential. Bookings can be made in person, 
by telephone on 5443 6400, or by emailing fabric@houseofcloth.com.au

Community 
groups 
Australian Sewing Guild 

The Australian Sewing Guild 
(ASG) is a national organisation 
providing the latest sewing 
information and a friendly support 
support ntework for all levels of 
sewing skills, with the primary 
focus on dress-making. 

If you would like to improve your 
sewing knowledge, if you have 
talents to share or would like 
tp meet other sewers, we invite 
you to become a member of the 
Australian Sewing Guild Inc 
and join in our fun filled group, 
sharing and furthereing the art of 
sewing. 

The local group meets on the 1st 
Saturday of each month at the 
Long Gully Community Center in 
Havilah Road. Enquiries can be 
directed to Marg Trainor on 5449 
6398. 

Strathdale Quilters

We meet every Thursday at the 
Long Gully Community Centre 
in Havilah Road, from 9.30am to 
10pm. New members are welcome. 
Enquiries can be directed to Fran 
on 0499228717 or Marilyn on 
0409962188. 

Noticeboard
Christmas/New year trading: 
We will be taking a break over 
this time. We will close at 2pm on 
Thursday 24th December, and 
re-open at 10am on Thursday 7th 
January. 

Sewing machine servicing: did 
you know that as well as being 
an authorised Bernina dealer, we 
also repair and service Bernina 
machines?

Pattern paper: did you know that 
pattern paper has many uses? 
Like gift wrapping, storing fabric, 
etc. We have accumulated quite 
a stack of pattern paper from 
discontinued patterns, and we are 
happy to share this with you. 

Stitch & Yarn: a group of creative 
women who meet on the last 
Tuesday of each month. 7.30-9.30 
pm. New attendees welcome. Bring 
along your project, and a plate to 
share.

Recycling: Are you accumulating 
our paper bags from your 
purchases? We are always happy 
for you to bring back the paper 
bags for us to re-use.

Students: get a 15% discount on 
all fabrics except vintage.  And 
we are always happy to provide 
samples for projects. 

Above:
Javelin Pink - one of the 
newest printed linens 

Below:
The collection of striped 
European linens. 

Gallery 

The House of Cloth is published 
approximately 4 times a year, both 
in print, and electronically. It serves 
to inform about the products and 
services House of Cloth has on offer 
as well as promote other textile 
related activities. 
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