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A new season
With the arrival of spring, many 
people will be rejoicing that 
winter is finally over!! The days 
are growing longer, there is more 
sunshine, and there is the lure 
of warmer weather ahead. This is 
also the time when we release the 
first of our new seasons fabrics. 

At the forefront of global trends 
this season were natural fibres 
and an emphasis on performance. 
Textiles must be able to perform 
physically and aesthetically.  
Super soft fabrics are ultra 
light and floaty, think blends of 
cotton, silk and viscose. Linen 
and natural fibres are the biggest 
trend this season – think pure 
linens, canvas, open weave as 
well as cotton/linen mixes. White 
on white textures in linen cloque, 
basket weave, papery cottons 
are the key look this season. 
Printed and yarn stripes were 
seen everywhere, with designers 
going back to the old faithful and 
updating it in bolder and brighter 
blues and reds – used horizontally 
and vertically in woven and knits. 
(Adapted from Charles Parsons 
Summer 15 trend report). 

The colour palette for this spring/
summer includes a range of pale 
pastels, soft mid-tones as well as 
some brighter colours. The official 
Pantone colour palette has colours  
like Classic Blue, Toasted Almond, 
Strawberry Ice, Scuba Blue, 
Marsala, Bevelled Glass, Glacier 
Grey, Custard, Aquamarine, and 
Tangerine. Some of our suppliers 
have used these colours to form 
the basis of their fabric collection, 
with an expanded colour palette 
achieved by either toning down or 
enhancing these colours.

Our selection of fabrics for the 
spring/summer season includes 

many of the colours from the 
official palette.  However we have 
managed, without really trying, to 
have quite a few fabrics that are 
blue, or have blue in them. There 
is something quite fresh looking 
about blue, but we realise it is not 
for everyone. So never fear, we will 
continue to hunt for more fabrics 
with other colours, to ensure that 
we can meet the needs of non-blue 
people! 

Fabric news
The first tranche of our new 
seasons fabrics have arrived. This 
includes only a few printed stretch 
cottons, as there seemed to be less 
for us to choose from this year. 
There are printed jerseys suitable 
for tops and dresses and some 
lovely soft drapey printed rayon 
fabrics which will work in tops or 
dresses. Wendy is loving the fact 
that we have more of the linen/

rayon blend fabric we had last 
year which is perfect for pants. 
There are printed cottons, some 
lovely textured white cottons. 
At the moment we are not sure 
about printed linen fabrics, but 
hopefully our supplier will come 
with the samples soon so we can 
get some in before the hot weather 
arrives. 

We have also discovered some 
gorgeous Japanese printed 
cottons. These are strong indigo 
prints, and will be suited to a 
range of garments. 

A long time ago a customer asked 
about double gauze fabric. It 
took a while, but I finally tracked 
down one supplier, then stumbled 
across another.  

Above:
Las Vegas, one of our 

new  printed jerseys. 

This is a very striking 

print and will look 

fantastic in tops or 

dresses. 
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Fabric fact
We are looking at two fabric types 
this time - viscose/rayon and 
Cupro.

Viscose/rayon
Of all the fibers, rayon is probably 
the most perplexing to consumers. 
It can be found in cotton-like 
end uses, as well as sumptuous 
velvets and taffetas. It may 
function successfully in absorbent 
hygiene and incontinence pads 
and equally well providing 
strength in tire cords. What is this 
fiber that has so many faces?

Rayon was the first manufactured 
fiber. The term rayon was officially 
adopted by the textile industry. 
Unlike most man-made fibers, 
rayon is not synthetic. It is made 
from wood pulp, a naturally-
occurring, cellulose-based raw 
material. As a result, rayon’s 
properties are more similar to 
those of natural cellulosic fibers, 
such as cotton or linen, than 
those of thermoplastic,petroleum-
based synthetic fibers such as 
nylon or polyester.

Although rayon is made 
from wood pulp, a relatively 
inexpensive and renewable 
resource, processing requires 
high water and energy use, 
and has contributed to air and 
water pollution. Modernization 
of manufacturing plants and 
processes combined with 
availability of raw materials has 

increased rayon’s competitiveness 
in the market.

Viscose Rayon has a silk-like 
aesthetic with superb drape 
and feel and retains its rich 
brilliant colors. Its cellulosic base 
contributes many properties 
similar to those of cotton or other 
natural cellulosic fibers. Rayon is 
moisture absorbent (more so than 
cotton), breathable, comfortable 
to wear, and easily dyed in vivid 
colors. It does not build up static 
electricity, nor will it pill unless 
the fabric is made from short, low-
twist yarns.

Rayon is comfortable, soft to 
the skin, and has moderate dry 
strength and abrasion resistance. 
Like other cellulosic fibers, it is 
not resilient, which means that 
it will wrinkle. Rayon withstands 
ironing temperatures slightly 
less than those of cotton. It may 
be attacked by silverfish and 
termites, but generally resists 
insect damage. It will mildew, but 
that generally is not a problem.

One of rayon’s strengths is 
its versatility and ability to 
blend easily with many fibers—
sometimes to reduce cost, other 
times for lustre, softness, or 
absorbency and resulting comfort  
Rayon has low wet strength and 
can shrink when wet. (Which is 
why it is important to always wash 
this fabric before use, to ensure 

the garments still fits!!).

MODAL is a rayon fabric which 
has undergone further processing 
to provide it with higher ‘wet-
strength’. This fabric can be 
machine washed.

Source: http://www.swicofil.com/
products/200viscose.html

Cupro
Cupro was first made in 1890s 
in Japan and Italy. Cupro is a 
regenerated cellulose fiber derived 
from cotton linter (the ultrafine, 
silky fibers that stick to the seeds 
of the cotton plant after it’s been 
ginned) that has been dissolved 
in a solution of ammonia and 
copper oxide. b: It is similar to 
rayon, but breathes and regulates 
body temperature like cotton. c: 
Often used as a silk substitute, 
cupro is noted for its ability to 
create beautifully draped clothing, 
except it can be machine-
washed and -dried. d: Cupro is a 
hypoallergenic, antistatic fabric 
that is resistant to stretching out 
of shape at higher temperatures.

(Source: Ecouterre Fabrictionary) 

We have two cupro fabrics in store 
– a plain grey fabric called Airlie 
which is blended with Lyocell 
and Kirin, a herringbone fabric in 
small amounts of two colours. 

Left:
Bambino is one of the 

new printed rayon 

fabrics
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Gauze is a limp soft cotton open 
weave fabric. Double gauze is just 
two layers of this woven together. 
This fabric has a soft drape, and is 
best used for making loose fitting 
tops and dresses. It will also make 
lovely baby blankets/wraps. We 
have a handful of double gauze 
fabrics available now, and will 
hopefully add to this over time.  

We also learnt recently that a 
couple of the silk fabrics we have 
had since we opened are no longer 
available. The handwoven Rajiv 
silk is a casualty of the falling 
Australian dollar, and will not be 
re-ordered by the supplier until 
the dollar picks up again.  We 
have limited stock of a few colours 
at the moment, although small 
quantities of a  couple of other 
colours may still be available. 
The other fabric is the silk/linen 

blend Resort. This has been a 
reasonably popular fabric over the 
years, however due to declining 
orders, the supplier has decided 
not to stock this any more. We 
have limited stock of a few colours 
still available. 

Simplicity and Burda have both 
recently released some new 
patterns. These include some 
rather interesting wrap garments, 
which can double as both a skirt 
or dress.  
 
I have finally started to get in 
patterns from independent 
pattern designers. The first of 
these is from Grainline Studio – 
we will have the Alder shirtdress, 
the Scout woven tee and the Tiny 
pocket tank. If you have any other 
favourite independent designers 
you would like stocked, please let 
me know. 

Above:
The new Grainline 

Studio patterns. 

Fabric news
> from page 1

Yarn and accessories 
New items now in stock  
Ball winder – if you are interested in being able to 
turn those yarn skeins into perfect balls, then one 
of these is an important accessory to have. Priced at 
$49.95, they are a good investment. 

Needles and crochet hooks – the KnitPro range 
continues to expand, based on customer feedback. 
The latest additions are double pointed needles and a 
soft grip crochet hook that is perfect for those people 
who have less flexibility with their hands. 

Yarn – the yarn shelves continue to expand based 
on customer feedback. The newest yarn in stock is 
Debbie Bliss Baby Cashmerino. Colours like Grey 
Mist, clotted cream, ruby, dusky mauve, denim, ruby 
, sienna and teal are currently in stock, however I 
am happy to get specific colours if requested. We also 
have a small range of Manos del Uruguay yarn. As 
the name implies, this kettle dyed yarn is made in 
Uruguay. It is a Fairtrade product, with the name of 
the artisan and the part of the country they are from 
on the attached swing tag. Rather a lovely touch. 

Bernina specials
Bernina are now having monthly specials.  There 
are two specials for September - the 770QE priced 
at $4,999, which is a saving of $1500, and the 1130 
MDA overlocker priced at $899, which is a saving of 
$300. You can test drive the overlocker in store and 
whilst we do not have a 770QE, we do have a 720. 
You are welcome to test drive this as it has many of 
the same features as the 770. We can order in your 
desired machine and it will be delivered within a 
week. 
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Events
Elmore Field days. 
For the first time ever, we will be heading to Elmore this year, so if you 
happen to be visiting the Field days, we would love you to drop by and 
say hello.

Pattern making demonstration
I am delighted to welcome Maria from The Pattern Drafter to our store. 
Maria will be conducting demonstrations of her system on two separate 
days – Wednesday 23rd September at 11am and Thursday 1st October 
at 11am. Both demonstrations will run for one hour. It is also planned 
to run two workshops in the future, one on pants and one on dresses. 
Dates have not been set yet, but we are looking at the end of October at 
this stage. Please let us know if you are coming to the demonstration, so 
we know how many chairs to get out! 

Noticeboard
We will be open as usual on Friday 
2nd October, despite this being a 
public holiday.

Sewing machine servicing: did 
you know that as well as being 
an authorised Bernina dealer, we 
also repair and service Bernina 
machines?

Pattern paper: did you know that 
pattern paper has many uses? 
Like gift wrapping, storing fabric, 
etc. We have accumulated quite 
a stack of pattern paper from 
discontinued patterns, and we are 
happy to share this with you. 

Stitch & Yarn: a group of creative 
women who meet on the last 
Tuesday of each month. 7.30-
9.30 pm. New attendees welcome. 
Bring along your project, and a 
plate to share.

Recycling: Are you accumulating 
our paper bags from your 
purchases? We are always happy 
to for you to bring back the paper 
bags for us to re-use.

Students: get a 15% discount on 
all fabrics except vintage.  And 
we are always happy to provide 
samples for projects. 

Gallery

Right:
Firenze is a printed 

stretch jacquard cotton 

fabric

Left:
Introducing 100% 

cotton Sweet Talk, 

shown here with our 

denim Delave linen.

Left:
This is Crescents, a 

beautiful Japanese mid 

weight cotton fabric. 


