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 what’s new
open house 
As we hurtle towards the end of yet another year, we invite you to pause 
for a couple of hours, to celebrate another great year and to enjoy 
some light refreshments and your favourite beverages. Please join us on 
Saturday 13th December from 2.00 pm for our final open house for the 
year. We look forward to your company. 

fabric

 

 
 

 
   There are also some lovely sheer fabrics to tempt 

you, from the beautiful shot silk ‘Spice’ on the left to 
the lovely printed silk chiffon on the right. 

patterns and fabric for children 
 
We have a small stock of two ranges of childrens patterns - from Oliver 
+ S and Make it Perfect. Depending on customer feedback, we might 
investigate stocking the full range of these patterns. 

 
We have also acquired fabrics suitable for childrens clothing and accessories, 
including some Oliver + S fabrics, and Kokka cotton/linen fabrics, which 
have a slightly heavier feel. 

We have a few new 
fabrics available in 
store. There are light 
and lovely printed 
and plain cotton/silk 
blends, like Floral 
Rain pictured here. 

Or maybe you fancy 
one of our special finds 
- Italian mercerised 
cotton jersey, in stripes 
or paisley. These are all 
short lengths of about 
1.5 mts to 3 mts.



 bernina news

Bernina Club will be back for 2015. We hope to make the Bernina Club informative, interesting and 
rewarding, and will be conducting regular monthly meetings. Membership entitles you to:

• 10% discount off all accessories and haberdashery
• 20% discount at monthly meeting on items featured
• Demonstrations on new and innovative techniques
• Guest presenters
• Handy tips on a wide variety of sewing procedures
• Project ideas
• Updates on the latest products and ideas in the marketplace
• Your free copy of Bernina Inspiration magazine twice yearly. This quality 

magazine printed in Switzerland has the latest fashion and sewing ideas from Europe. 
• Refreshments 

In a relaxed, friendly and inspirational atmosphere House of Cloth Bernina Club 
provides great opportunities to:

• Maximize the use of your machine
• Exchange ideas and techniques
• Stimulate creativity
• Make new friends with common interests

There will be a limit of 10 participants per session. Cost will be $110. Bookings can be made by 
telephone, in person or by email. Payment at time of booking is required to ensure your place. Dates 
and times for the year are:

Saturdays 1-3pm: 14th February, 14th March, 11th April, 9th May, 13th June, 11th July, 8th August, 12th 
September, 10th October, 14th November, 12th December

Thursdays 11am-1pm: 19th February, 19th march, 16th April, 14th May, 18th June, 16ht July, 13th 
August, 17th September, 15th October, 19th November, 17th December. 

In collaboration with Bernina, House of Cloth hopes to make this one of our most successful and 
rewarding monthly events.

 notice board

Stitch & Yarn: a group of creative women who meet on the last Tuesday of each month. 7.30-9.30 pm. 
Bring along your project and a plate to share. 

Recycling: Are you accumulating our paper bags from your purchases? We are always happy to for 
you to bring back the paper bags for us to re-use.  Bags need to be in reasonably good condition.

Students: did you know that we offer students a 15% discount on all fabrics except vintage?



 fabric fact

acetate 
Many of you will know of acetate, probably mostly as Bemsilk. Acetate has a look similar to silk, 
though without the silk properties. Acetate is an environmentally friendly fibre manufactured from 
wood pulp from managed forests grown specifically for human use. There are both good and bad 
points for this fabric: 

Advantages:
1. It is biodegradable, meaning that the end use of the product will 
reduce landfill. 
2. It has better moisture absorbing properties than other manufactured 
fibres.   
3. It drapes well and conforms to body contours without clinging  
4. It dyes well, and can be found in a wide range of colours. 

Disadvantages:  
1. It has low heat resistance properties and is sensitive to high temperatures. 
2. It is sensitive to organic solvents, so keep away from perfumes and nail polish removers.  
3. It tends to wrinkle and no amount of ironing gets the wrinkles out.  
4. It tends to lose strength on prolonged exposure to water, so is not a good candidate for washing. 
Most need to be dry cleaned to maintain good condition.  
5. It has low abrasion resistance meaning that they wear faster (have you ever had to replace bemsilk 
lining?). (Source: www.ehow.com)

We currently have a small range of 100% acetate linings, and a growing range of acetate/viscose 
linings.  You are welcome to feel these fabrics to get a sense of the softness and lightness. 

 classes 
There are no classes scheduled as yet for 2015. However, we are 
taking expressions of interest for specific topics. If you have a 
particular interest, you can either email fabric@houseofcloth.com.
au or let us know in person. Please provide you name and contact 
details along with your topics/techniques of interest.  

 toni’s reflections 
One of the delights of working at House of Cloth is seeing the delivery man walk through the dorr 
with a big roll of fabric. I sign for the goods with a flourish of happy anticipation, and open the parcel 
at the earliest opportunity.  
My response is mostly simple appreciation of the beautiful colours, textures and designs of the 
fabrics. Occasionally a fabric will be the perfect inspiration for a project I have in mind. This week I 
unwrapped a lovely lightweight cotton in cool colours and an easy-on=the-eyes print. It reminded me 
of sitting in a shady spot and looking across a lake at the play of sunlight and blue sky on the water. It 
will be just the thing for a breezy top  for the hot summer days to come. 



 photo gallery/inspiration 
This beautiful top is made using a Tessuti pattern with one of our Japanese printed cottons. The 
owner of this has since bought some of our Didas cotton/linen/viscose in ‘Yoda’ to make pants to 
wear with this top. Look forward to seeing this outfit all together!!

 
 the last words 

Did you see the recent article in the Weekly about the student at the Bendigo Schools Textile and 
Fashion show? We are proud to be supporters of this show, and participated in the judging of a 
number of the categories. We look forward to next years show!

christmas trading 
We will be closing at 4pm on Wednesday 24th December, and will re-
open at 10am on Tuesday 6th January 2015. We would like to wish you 
and your families a happy and safe Christmas and New year, and look 
forward to seeing you again in 2015. 

Have you seen this interesting outfit Wendy 
made?. Using a Vogue pattern, Wendy chose 
our Delave linen in ‘Denim’, then added a 
pop of colour in the sleeves and collar stand 
with the same fabric in ‘Goblin’. The top 
underneath uses the Delave linen jersey in 
‘Goblin’, with the neck binding in ‘denim’ 
and white. The band at the bottom is in the 
same fabric as the jacket. Rather impressive 
isn’t it?


