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BY RACHEL LAW 

It was past one o’clock on a night 
in September, when Jasmine 
Chong was scrambling in her New 
York apartment looking for a fab-
ric to drape a dress. The designer 
had ran out of muslin; but not one 
to silence a creative urge, she went 
for the next best thing: her cream 
bedsheets.

As fate would have it, the frock 
turned out to be the opening look 
for her Autumn/Winter 2016 
show at New York Fashion Week 
(NYFW) last February. Christened 
the Botanist Dress, it 
is fluid and delicate, 
taking after vintage 
botanical illustrations 
from the 1900s as well 
as the lush equato-
rial greens of Chong’s 
childhood (the ones 
we’re familiar with).  

“Here are these 
botanical illustrators, 
putting ink and paint 
to paper to preserve 
the colour and life of a 
plant or flower that is 
fleeting. I decided I wanted my de-
but collection to be a story about 
finding beauty in the ephemeral. 
I’ve found that often, the things 
that do not last are the most 
compelling and beautiful,” Chong 
expressed via an email interview. 

It was the Malaysian-Indo-
nesian designer’s first taste of 
showcasing at NYFW, and about 
time too. Chong was armed with 
a Bachelor of Fine Art in Fashion 
Design from the School of the Art 

Institute of Chicago (SAIC) when 
she went to Parsons The New 
School For Design in New York, 
where she graduated last May 
with a degree in Fashion Business, 
Marketing and Merchandising. She 
has also done apprenticeships at 

multiple fashion houses 
– Anna Sui, Thakoon, 
Marchesa and Tory 
Burch, to name a few. 

“Seeing my name in 
gold on the glass doors 
and at the end of the 
runway was infinitely 
surreal. It was emo-
tional; the past decade 
of work and education 
coming into fruition 
at the NYFW debut. 
And I can't say how 
fortunate I was to be 

working with such amazing people 
who came together that day to 
help me realise my dream,” shared 
the 28-year-old. 

Congratulations on making it 
to NYFW! What was D-Day like 
– could you share a favourite 
moment?  
The actual day was a blur, and 
I'm so thankful I have images and 
videos to remember it by. When 
the models were lined up back-

event planning, PR, marketing, 
catering and model casting. 
It's been a learning process 
for me to be able to manage 
all the different elements. 
I'm also fortunate to 
have a wonderful team 
of people I hold very 
dear to me. There's no 
way I could've done it 
without the support, 
drive and passion of 
my team. 

How did you 
celebrate when it 
was all over? 
My team and I went 
out to have dinner 
with my father and 
sister Jacintha at 
one of my favour-
ite restaurants in 
New York, Palma 
in West Village. It 
was the first time 
my family got to 
know my team, and it 
was important to me 
that we celebrated 
this milestone 
together. 

Having spent four years there 
(and counting), what is it about 
the Big Apple that you love? 
The best thing about New York 
is that it’s a rich and energetic 
environment that is conducive for 
creativity. There’s such a breadth 
of incredible work being created
here – from fashion legends to 
small design studios – and 
everyone has such a distinct 
aesthetic that we can all coexist. 
It’s incredibly inspiring. I’m so 
excited and fortunate to be 
representing Malaysia here. 

Speaking of which, what’s a 
typical situation in your studio? 
It varies depending on what I'm 
doing. If I'm catching up on emails 
or going over invoices, it's usually 
neat. When I'm in design develop-
ment mode and draping on the 

dress form, it's chaotic – 
yards of silk everywhere; 

bits of fabric littering 
the ground like con-

fetti; photographs, 
mood board im-
ages and pins all 
over my desk. 

My studio 
is smack in the 
middle of Man-

hattan, so I'm 
surrounded 

> KL-born designer Jasmine Chong takes her bite of the Big Apple

JASMINE’S 
FAVOURITES

Flower: Jasmine. 
Park: New York Botanical 

Garden. 
Designer: Alber Elbaz. 

Music: Classical and opera. 
Hobbies: Photography, visits to 

art museums, travelling and 
cooking.

I’ve found 
that often, 
the things 
that do not 
last are the 
most 
compelling 
and 
beautiful,”

– Jasmine Chong 

stage, waiting to walk on to the 
runway, there was this palpable 
moment when the girls were 
swaying, laughing and maybe even 
dancing a little before they put on 
their fierce walk. Seeing women 
enjoy wearing my clothes was 
when it became clear that this is 
something I want to do for a long, 
long time. 

What was the biggest challenge 
you faced leading up to the 
day? 
Probably all the working parts 
that go into play into putting a 
NYFW show together –  venue, 

Chong has also done apprenticeships at fashion houses such as 
Anna Sui, Thakoon, Marchesa and Tory Burch.

She carries a notebook – fi lled with ideas, sketches, clippings and 
pressed leaves and fl owers –  at all times in case she sees or experiences 
something that's worth jotting down. 

Jasmine Chong's 
eponymous label made its 
New York Fashion Week 

debut last February. 

Empire state of mind
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On the watch

BY RACHEL LAW AND 
YEO CHIA HUI

FILMS

Zoolander 2 (2016)
It didn’t take long for me to grasp 
the intended satire that is this film, 
but slapstick comedy does not sit 
well with me. I’m glad I didn’t watch 
the first film, because the idea of 
mocking the fashion industry might 
have been fresh 15 years ago – and 
could’ve stayed novel – but releas-
ing a sequel just screams trying too 
hard. Anyhow I enjoyed the jabs it 
made about the superficiality of the 
industry, and the barrage of cam-
eos from fashion’s who’s who in-
cluding Jourdan Dunn, Anna 
Wintour, Marc Jacobs, Karlie Kloss 
and Alexander Wang. 

Crazy About Tiffany's (2016)
If diamonds are a girl's best friend 
then Tiffany's engagement ring is 
the soulmate that we are all yearn-
ing for. This documentary explores 
how Tiffany & Co. transformed from 
a simple jewellery store into a 
prestigious, global brand. It nar-
rates the store's historical back-
ground and progress throughout 
the years, and features commentary 
from celebrities as well as film and 
television snippets of the brand. 
While fans of Tiffany & Co. will be 
enthralled by the film, it may rub 
casual viewers the wrong way as 

> Here’s a list of recent fashion fi lms and 
beauty books that are worth your attention 

by lots of buildings and concrete. I 
need to love my space in order for 
me to be productive, so I've made 
a real effort to have plenty of 
plants in my studio. Every morn-
ing when I come in to work, it 
feels like I have a slice of Malaysia 
here with me in Manhattan. 

Do you design to fulfil your 
imagination, or create to cater? 
I think my label is a marriage of 
fantasy and reality. The clothes 
I design have an element of 
quiet, understated luxury without 
compromising wearability. It's 
important to me to design clothes 
that can actually be worn regularly 
by the woman I design for, while 
making her feel special with soft, 
luxurious details. 

You managed so many appren-
ticeships! Is there a piece of 
knowledge you received that 
still resonates strongly with 
you? 
During my first fashion internship 
with the design team at Anna Sui, 
I worked closely with Anna and 
she advised me to remember one 
thing: that it's important to know 
my voice and my craft, and to stay 
true to myself. I've held on to that 
for years, and it's greatly influ-

push hard, things will eventually 
align and the universe somehow 
gives you what you want. Also, my 
final piece of advice is to never let 
anyone tell you that your dreams 
are out of reach – they're wrong.

enced my outlook and work ethic. 
It is also SO important to pay your 
dues and work hard because the 
industry is small and word gets 
around. The world owes you noth-
ing, but if you have a voice and 

Now that Autumn/Winter 2016 
is done and dusted, what’s 
keeping you busy? 
I'm collaborating with a film-mak-
er friend for his upcoming film, 
so I'm looking forward to dabble 

in costume design. And of course, 
Spring/Summer 2017 is constantly 
on my mind. Working on a fresh 
collection the next few months is 
going to be exciting.

Chong and her Chong and her 
models.models. Chong at New York Chong at New York 

Fashion Week.Fashion Week.

the movie is heavily laced with 
promotional doctrine. Watch with 
an open mind, but don't expect to 
be blown away.

BOOKS

Neal’s Yard Remedies Beauty 
Book (RM87.50)
The sceptic in me was expecting 
this 247-page hardback to go for 
the hard sell, but the authors from 
the get-go made clear of their 
natural, all-encompassing and pro-
ageing approach to beauty. Instead 
of targeting insecurities, the book 
helps us make peace with our skin 
by explaining how it works and how 
to care for our individual types of 
skin, hair and body using only raw 
ingredients. To help us attain ho-
listic beauty, it’s packed with DIY 
organic recipes; a directory of in-
gredients, vitamins and superfoods; 
as well as basic beauty practices 
that require discipline rather than 
hundreds of Ringgit worth of 
products. 

Style on the Go: A Complete 
Guide to Fuss-Free Makeovers 
for Women on the Go by The 
Style Atelier (RM39.90)
This bookazine (a hybrid of book 
and magazine) offers you a look 
into the world of cosmetics through 
the eyes of experts. It is, essen-
tially, a guide cum memoir as it 

roped in 20 women from all walks 
of life to share their beauty jour-
neys. While there are many how-to 
make-up books around, what re-
ally sets this apart is the cleverly 
placed anecdotes. It is refreshing 
to read real-life stories while learn-
ing how to achieve certain looks. 
From the college sweetheart to the 
androgynous chick, you’re set on 
a path of discoveries and won-
ders. 

Try It! Nail Art (RM59.95)
Excuse the pun, but this book nailed 

it! This manicure bible ensures that 
your nails will sparkle for days on 
end. With step-by-step tutorials of 
simple, intermediate and advanced 
nail designs, you’re definitely spoilt 
for choice. This book is helpful, 
especially for those who are just 
venturing into the world of nail art, 
because of its clear-cut instructions. 
It also provides you with  profes-
sional tips so you can avoid com-
mon mistakes that are wont to 
happen in DIY projects. 

Reviewed books are available at 
Borders bookstores.
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Great winner
SHOE designer Sophia Webster 
has been named the winner 
of 2016 BFC/Vogue Designer 
Fashion Fund.

The luxury footwear creative beat 
other nominees Emilia Wickstead, 
Mother of Pearl, Osman and Prism 
to win a £200,000 (RM1.2 million) 
grant to provide the necessary infra-
structure to take her business to the 
next level. She will also benefit from 
a bespoke, high level mentoring 
support programme over a 12-month 
period.

"Sophia Webster is a great winner 
for this year's award," said Alexandra 
Shulman OBE, Editor of British Vogue 
and Chair of the BFC/Vogue 
Designer Fashion Fund. 

"The brand encapsulates all the 
originality and creativity that British 
fashion is known for while Sophia and 
her team have pursued a clear vision 
with drive and professionalism."

Caroline Rush CBE, Chief 
Executive of the British Fashion 
Council, added: "Sophia has an 
amazing ability to turn accessories 
into masterpieces and we are thrilled 
to support her at an exciting time of 
growth.” – AFP Relaxnews

Sophia 
Webster.


