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'Changjpg the Seen &."
-Shaping the Unseen

een things have become so real
S to some people that they have
forgotten about the unseen.
We live in a world of the natural. We rub
shoulders with the physical day after day
until the unseen realm seems unreal. We
are almost tempted to believe it doesn’t
exist! But Paul said: “For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory; While we
look not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen: for
the things which are seen are temporal;
but the things which are not seen are
eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:17-18)

These words almost cause us to
think the Apostle Paul had lost his mind
when he said, “look not at the things which
are seen.” How in the world can you look
at something you can’t see? Paul is talking
about unseen principles: the principles of
God’s Word which are actually spiritual
law- spiritual forces that are unseen.

FEATURE

These are eternal forces which always
work when you set them in motion.

Notice what the Apostle Paul said:
“For our light affliction, which is but
Jfor a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
While we look not at the things which
are seen. ...”

In other words, if you're looking only
at seen things, things of the natural, then the
affliction will not work an exceeding weight
of glory in you. It will work only while you’re
looking at things which ate #o# seen. You must
shift over into the realm of spiritual law and
begin to look at things which are not seen
with the natural eye. You look at things
which are not seen with the eye of the
spirit - the eye of faith.

Notice Paul didn’t say, “4/7 affliction
will work a far exceeding weight of glory.”
He said it would happen only while you're
looking at hings which are not seen.

Ask yourself the question: “What
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are the hings which are not seen?” If you’re
having financial problems and the bank
statement comes back in red ink, then
the thing that is #of seen is the bankbook
balancing or your need being met.

The thing that is seen is /ack. Paul
said that pressure will work for you an
exceeding eternal weight of glory i you will
look at things that are 7of seen. 1t is actually
the looking at the unseen that brings the glory,
not the pressure of the affliction.

This agrees with what he said in
Philippians  4:8:  “Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise, think
on these things.”

You look at things
which are not seen with
the eye of the spirit —
the eye of faith.

In other words, get your mind off
the problem and begin to think on the
things that are ot seen — the things you
desire, the things you don’t see with
your physical eye.

You must learn to see the answer by
the eye of faith.

The wotd femporal means “subject to
change.” Things you are seeing with the
physical, natural eye are always subject
to change through spiritual law. So many
times what we see with our physical eye
does not agree with the Word of God,
the promises of God. The world’s
system shapes the seen things around

us. They seem to be very real and they
are real; but the Word of God says that
they are subject to change!

God’s Word is the establishing
force of the image of unseen things.
We should not allow circumstances and
the cares of life to create images within
us. Take God’s Word and change things
that are seen - the things you don’t desire
- into things that you do desire.

I want to show you how to change
the seen and shape the unseen.

WRONG ASSUMPTIONS

Words produce images inside us;
but sometimes we get these images by
making wrong assumptions. Let me give
you an example.

During a certain meeting, the Lord
had been dealing with me about teaching
on this subject of wrong assumptions
producing false images. One night after
the meeting, the man who took me to the
motel was driving a gray-colored Pontiac.
The next morning when he came to pick
me up, he went out ahead of me to take
my bags to the car. He told me he was
parked down on the left. I walked out and
looked to the left. Seeing a car that looked
like his, I started walking toward it. I heard
someone blow his horn at me; but when
I turned around, I saw a gold-colored
Cadillac. Looking for the gray Pontiac I
walked on. The man sounded his horn
again. Finally, when he backed up and
blew the horn again, I looked to see who
was in the Cadillac. It was my man. I had
an image of him sitting in a gray Pontiac.
Because I was looking for a gray Pontiac,
I missed him! The car had been right in
front of me all the time, but I hadn’t paid
any attention to it. I just walked right by it.
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Because we have not shaped the unseen
within us, we miss it. We walk by it. We
let it go. Sometimes God sets it before
us; but because we’ve never shaped the
image of the unseen within us, we keep
pushing it out of the way, looking for
something else. We’re so wrapped up in
what is seen that we fail to see the unseen.

CREATING
RIGHT IMAGES

We need to recognize one thing: It
is God’s Word that will establish the
image of the unseen within us. We
should not allow citcumstances or the
cares of this life to create images within us.
What the Word says should create the image.

Let me paraphrase what Paul said in
2 Corinthians 4:17-18: “If you don’t get
rid of that image of looking at the seen
and produce another image inside you,
then the afflictions of life will not work
in you an eternal weight of glory. But
they will, if youre looking at the things
that are not seen.”

We should take God’s Word and
change the things that are seen — things
we don’t desire - into the things that we
do desire.

The unseen is from the
spiritual world.

Someone said, “I can plainly see my
financial situation. I can plainly see the
red ink on my bank statement.” Those are
things you can see. The exceeding eternal
weight of glory will be brought into
place by looking at the unseen. Notice,
it is not the affliction that brought glory,
but concentrating on the unseen. The
unseen is from the spirit world.

Spiritual forces are released by God’s
Word being spoken. Unseen things
are shaped by the Word of God. For
example, the Word says: “Give, and it
shall be given unto you; good measure,
pressed down, and shaken together, and
running over, shall men give into your
bosom. For with the same measure that
ye mete withal it shall be measured to
you again.” (Luke 6:38)

“He which soweth bountifully shall
reap also bountifully.” (2 Cotinthians 9:6)

“‘My God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4: 19)

You may not see these things now
with your physical eye, but they are very
real. They are shaped by God’s Word and
your confession! When you look around, you
see lack; but God’s Word says, Give, and
it shall be given... He which soweth bountifully
shall also reap bonntifully. You change the
seen with God’s Word. You shape the
unseen by calling things that are not
as though they were. (Romans 4:17.)

RENEW YOUR MIND

To get rid of the seen, or what
seems to be, you must get your mind and
spitit so programmed with the Word of
God that you will reject 4/ the devil has
to offer. Your spirit will scream, Reject!
Reject! 1t doesn’t agree with Gods Word!

Then you begin to shape the unseen
by God’s Word. God has already had His
say on the subject of healing, salvation and
prosperity. The problem is that some don’t
know what He has said, and that enables
the devil to take advantage of them.

You change the seen with God's Word.
When you get your mind renewed to the
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Word of God and what He has to say
about you, then you can operate in faith
for your healing and prosperity. But you
can’t believe any further than you have
knowledge. That is why it is important to
find out what the Word says about you.

SHAPE THE UNSEEN

Your words are shaping the unseen
- daily. That is why God told Joshua:
“This book of the law (the Word of God)
shall not depart out of thy mouth; but
thou shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein:
Jor then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have
good success.” Joshua 1:8

The word meditate is interesting,
Meditate means “to mutter; to speak
to one’s self.” In other words, this is
saying, “As you confess what God said
about your situation, you will make your
way prosperous and do wisely in all the
affairs of life.” Who was going to make
Joshua’s way prosperous? Joshua. How?
By shaping the unseen with the words of
his mouth.

SPEAK THE END RESVULTS

Instead of saying what you have,
you must speak the end result — what
you desire. When you study the New
Testament, you’ll find that Jesus operated
in Kingdom principles. He always spoke
the end result, not what was happening.

When Jesus was told that Lazarus
was sick (John chapter 11), he said, “This
Sickness is not unto death ... If you interpret
that literally, you make Jesus a liar because
Lazarus died. But Jesus did not lie. He
was speaking the end results. He would
never let death in his mouth. He would
never establish death upon anyone.

Yes, Lazarus died but Jesus didn’t see
him dead. Jesus looked beyond the bad
news, beyond human emotions. To all
outward appearances, He simply ignored
what was presently in existence and
spoke the end results.

You don’t have to accept what you
see now. You don’t have to go through
life with the things that are now seen.
Things that are seen are temporal - they
are subject to change. Speak God’s Word

and the end result is victory!
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INTEGR TY

G has been bringing
O the word “integrity”
to my remembrance frequently during
the past few months. Because of this, I
have studied the word, and I found that

Webstet’s Dictionary gives three different
meanings for “integrity’:

1. The quality or state of being
complete; wholeness, entireness,
unbroken state.

2. 'The entire, unimpaired state of
or quality of anything; perfect
condition, soundness.

3. The quality or state of being of
sound moral principle, uprightness,
honesty, and sincerity.

The word “integrity” comes from the
Latin word integer, which means a whole
number, not a fraction. The concept
behind personal integrity is wholeness.
This is the part I want to emphasize: “The
state of being of SOUND MORAL principle.”

Proverbs 20:7 tells us, “The righteous
man walks in his integrity; blessed -
happy, fortunate (enviable) - are bhis
children after him.” (Amplified)

‘These Things Ought
Not So To Be’

I believe we need to ask ourselves the
question: “Are we walking in integrity so

By Peggy €apps

our children will be blessed and happy?”
There seems to be a decay of integrity in
our society today - even in some Christians
- and “My brethren, these things ought not
so to be” (should not happen), as James
says in chapter 3, verse 10.

Proverbs 19:1 tells us, “Better is the
poor that walketh in his integrity than he
that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.”” And
Proverbs 11:3 says, “The integrity of the
upright shall guide them: but the perverseness
of transgressors shall destroy them.”

These are powerful scriptures and 1
believe we need to examine our lives to see
if we are walking in light of them. Most
of us were taught as children not to lie.
However, if we are not very careful, most
of us could be guilty of this shortcoming,
even though we believe ourselves to be an
honest person.

For example, employees call in sick to
their boss when they need to do something
special. People tell the patrolman they
weren’t speeding when he stops them.
People keep the extra money when they
are given incorrect change. (It almost
sends cashiers into shock when you hand
them back the money and say, “You gave
me too much change.”)

Some of the results of all this
disregard for truth and integrity are: You
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can’t pay by check without positive photo
identification, and sometimes not at all.
Stores have installed hidden cameras to
monitor their aisles with sensors in
items that set off an alarm, security
systems with cameras and motion
detectors are used in most homes

that He would save them and they would
be a blessing, But the requirement was to
speak the truth (integrity).

“Cheve seems to be a decay of
integvity in our society today - even

now. Also, there’s the repairman in some CA}‘L'Stl'dI’IS...

who promises to be there at 9 a.m.
and two days later you have to call
to see why he didn’t come.

It has almost become acceptable, even
to Christians, to speak evil against those
you don’t agree with, inciting hate and
division. Jesus said, ““...by their fruits ye
shall know them.” Matthew 7:20

God’s Requirement:
Speak the Truth

In Ephesians 4:25 we read, “Wherefore
putting away lying, speak every man
truth with his neighbour: for we are
members one of another.” 'This sctriptute
is also found in Zechariah 8:16, where
God’s promise to Judah and Jerusalem was

We are going to have to rise up with
integrity today to be a witness to the world
around us! Our words are going to have
to be words of truth to our neighbors
and brethren.

Jesus said in Matthew 12:36, “Buz
I tell you, on the day of judgment men
will have to give account for every idle
(inoperative, non-working) word they
speak. For by your words you will be
Jjustified and acquitted and by your words
you will be condemned and sentenced.”
(vv. 36, 37 Amplified).

Let’s let our words be words of

TRUTH and INTEGRITY!

To those of our faithful partners who are able to give, no

matter the amount, God bless you for enabling us to provide these

teachings to those who can’t give. Obviously, without your support

we couldn’t do what we do. You are an integral part of Capps

Ministries and I sincerely thank you for your continued support.

Twould like to donate to help with the continuation of your on-line services. 1 listen

daily while 1 work-out and time seems to fly by for me.

1 vealize it's not much but 1 will continue to donate when 1 can.

Thank you so WlMCthY your c[ear concise programs that tm[y are a b[CSSiVlg.

K.T. - Michigan

Thank you for your support!
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ver the years I've had many
people tell me that God
doesn’t speak to them and

they just don’t understand why. God is not
a respecter of persons. He doesn’t favor
one person by speaking to them, guiding
and directing their life and completely
ignore another individual. I am convinced
that God tries to speak to each one of us.
The problem has been that we did not
know what to listen for or how to listen.

Most people look for God to speak
either in an audible voice, a dream or a
vision, or deliver a message through an
angel. God has spoken through these
means and still does today. However these
supernatural types of occurrences ate
the exception rather than the usual. If
you expect God to speak to you only in
that manner, then you are limiting God
and will miss most of God’s direction in
your life. He uses this extreme means of
communicating with you usually when He
can’t get through to you any other way
or if something zery important is about
to take place. We need the direction and
guidance of the Holy Spirit in our lives

oda Voice

by Annette Capps

every day in even minor details.

GOD SPEAKS

The first way God speaks to us is
through His written Word. As we read
and study the Word, the Holy Spirit who
is our teacher, quickens truths to our
spirits. It is through the Word that our
soulish desires and heart desires (which
are from God) are divided. The Word
of God sheds light on the darkness
in the soulish realm and desires not in
line with God’s will. Hebrews 4: 12-13
says, “For the word of God is quick,
and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart. Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in his sight: but
all things are naked and opened unto
the eyes of him with whom we have to
do.” If youre not sure if your desires
are godly desires, the Word of God will
be the guiding line and bring light on
hidden motives so that God’s desires
and your desires will be the same.
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THE INWARD WITNESS

Many times people are led by feelings
and impressions alone. This is not walking
in safety. I believe in being led by the inward
witness, but it must also agree with the
Word. God does not contradict Himself.
The Holy Spirit will never utter one word
that contradicts the written Word of God.
Be certain where your “impressions” come
from. If your spirit is sensitive to the Holy
Spirit you’ll also be sensitive to the activities
of other spirits and the personalities of
people around you. You could think you are
“picking something up in the spirit” by the
Holy Spirit and the truth is that there are
people around you who believe something
so strongly that it is pressing upon your
spirit. Check it out in the Word. Wait on
God. Don’t rush. When God speaks it
ministers peace (or harmonizes) in every
realm....spiritual, soulish, and physical.

Obviously, when you are dealing with
spiritual things, you cannot allow common
sense or reason to completely dominate
your decision; however, do not throw all
common sense out the door. Through your
own judgment enlightened by the Spirit of
God, you may uncover a hidden trap. The
quality of decision you make is determined
by the facts and knowledge you have....so
get all the facts you can! Making a decision
without any knowledge of the situation is
like walking a tightrope blindfolded! It’s
tricky business at the least.

PROVIDENTIAL
CIRCUMSTANCES

We’ve all had providential circumstances
in out lives where things happened that were
so coincidental that it seemed obvious that
it was supernatural, and sometimes they are
from God. All open doors, even if the way it

happened is rematkable, require prayer and
consideration. You may say, “Well, how then
can I be sure God opened the dootr?” Go
back through the steps we’ve mentioned.

1. Does this go against the Word of
God in any way?

2. Does my recreated spirit witness
to it or do I feel a “check™?

3. Am I sure I have all the facts? Do
they make sense?

4. If number 1, 2, and 3 harmonize
or bring peace to you, if it just
seems “right” in every way, then

God has opened the door.

Over the years, I have developed
confidence in my ability to hear from God.
Yes, I have missed it a few times — usually
because I was in a hurry and didn’t take the
time to ask God about the situation, or I
didn’t get an answer soon enough and felt
pressured. I really can’t think of any instances
where I prayerfully waited “too long,”

Confidence in the guidance of the Holy
Spitit develops as you begin to ask and listen
about small matters. As you do, when the
big issues arise — like changing jobs, moving,
or getting married — you simply follow the
same steps that you took in asking God how
to handle a problem at home or at work.

Every morning that I begin by asking
God’s guidance leads me to His wisdom
in every decision and a positive outcome.
Wisdom is calling us from His Word.
Pay attention!

Proverbs 1:33 (Amplified) “But whoever
listens to me (wisdom) will live securely and in
confident trust and will be at ease, without fear
or dread of evil.”

If you would like this entire
series on “How to Hear God’s Voice”
see the offer in this newsletter.
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Free U.S. Shipping through 11/1/17
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2 Cuioren’s Books For $16

o Daniel and the Lion’s Den

Reach for this book of rhyming verse to inspire little
Free Meoin Mai Swieping v ve U.S.

o Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
#3360

ones to follow the example of faith. Teach them
about God’s protection in times of danger through
this creative retelling of Daniel’s relentless faith.

This book’s pleasant rhyme will grab a child’s attention
so you can impart the heroic truth of this Bible story.

The courage of three young men of God shows children
help develop a child’s courage to do right, even when

that God rewards unyielding faith in Him. Let this book
everyone else is doing wrong!

Because of his kind heart,
Among other things.

After God's own heart,

And he proved he was faithful,
Right frem the start.

Before rulers and kings,
Daniel was a man

et
43
od gave him favor
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