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doers of the word, and not hearers

only, deceiving your own selves...
v25— But whoso looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth therein, he
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer
of the work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed. v26— If any man among you
seem to be religious, and bridleth not his
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this
man’s religion is vain.”

]ames 1:22, 25-26, v22— “But be ye

If you are not a doer of the Word,
no one has to deceive you, you deceive
your own self. If you don’t bridle your
tongue— you will deceive your heart.
You will sow the wrong words, and that
is the harvest you will reap. The seed you
sow will produce after its kind. Many
people wonder why things turn out the
way they do. It is because their tongue
deceived their heart, and the heart brings
forth fruit of itself. (Mark 4:26-29)

Notice that James called God’s
Word the Perfect Law of Liberty and
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said a doer of that Word would be
blessed in what he does. Jesus reveals
why the Word is called the Perfect Law
in Matthew 12:35, “A good man out of
the good deposit, or good treasure, of
his heart bringeth forth good things...”
Who brings it forth? The good man
from the good deposit of his heart. It
is the perfect law of liberty because you
are the one that makes the choice of
what you produce.
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What you deposit in your heart is
what will come forth. Out of the abun-
dance of the heart, the mouth speaks.
What's abundantly in your heart will
always get in your mouth. Then what’s
abundantly in your mouth will also get
in your heart. You get it in your heart
by saying it with your mouth. Paul tells
us in Romans 10:6, “the righteousness
which is of faith says ... the word is nigh
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart.” Notice it’s in your mouth first,
then in your heart.
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Jesus confirmed this in Luke
17:5-6. When the apostles asked Him
to increase their faith, He said, “If ye
had faith as a grain of mustard seed
ye might say unto this sycamine tree,
be thou plucked up by the root, and be
thou planted in the sea; and it should
obey you.” He didn't say a thing about
giving them more faith. But He told
them how to plant faith.

Isn't it amazing how the teach-
ings throughout the scriptures come
together with the same truth? You plant
the Word, the seed of faith, by saying
it. If you had faith as a seed, you would
say.... But so many people don't have
faith as a seed. They say, “I wouldn't say
that. It might not happen.” It probably
won't because they don't have faith as
a seed. You have to plant a seed if you
expect to reap a harvest. Even so, you
have to release your faith in words.

Planting Produces Image
of Harvest

i

Mark 4:26-29— “And He said, so is
the kingdom of God, as if a man would
cast seed into the ground; and should
sleep, and rise night and day, and the
seed should spring and grow up, he
knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth
forth fruit of herself; first the blade,
then the ear, after that the full corn in
the ear. But when the fruit is brought
forth, immediately he putteth in the
sickle, because the harvest is come.”
The earth brings forth fruit of herself.
The heart of man will bring forth the
fruit. It will lead you to the very thing

you're saying, or it will lead you to the
information you need in order to be in
the right place at the right time for the
promise to be manifest in your life. It
will lead you to that situation.

It may lead you across five states
to cause what youre saying to come
to pass— good, bad, or indifferent. A
good man out of the good treasure of
his heart brings forth good things. An
evil man out of the evil treasure brings
forth evil things.

James says if you seem to be reli-
gious and don’t bridle your tongue, you
deceive your own heart and your reli-
gion is in vain. What you believe may
be in vain unless you keep your mouth
in line with it.

God’s Word Reflects What
and Who You Are
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James 1:23— “For ifany be a hearer
of the word, and not a doer, he is like
unto a man beholding his natural face
in a glass” The glass to which James
was referring is the Word of God. The
Bible refers several times to the Word
as a glass or mirror. The natural face
alludes to what you inherited. You
look into this Word and see what God
said about you. You say, “Look what
I've inherited” You see that you are a
joint-heir with Jesus. You think, “Glory
to God!” But you may go out and face
the circumstances of life and forget
what manner of man you are unless
you make a decision to act on what the
Word of God says about you.



Let’s look at the anointed prayer
that Paul prayed in Ephesians 1:15-23
— “Wherefore I also, after I heard of
your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love
unto all the saints, Cease not to give
thanks for you, making mention of
you in my prayers; That the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him:
The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that ye may know what
is the hope of His calling, and what
the riches of the glory of His inher-
itance in the saints, (God considers
us His Inheritance), And what is the
exceeding greatness of His power to
us-ward who believe, according to the
working of His mighty power. Which
He wrought in Christ, when He raised
Him from the dead, and set Him at
His own right hand in the heavenly
places. Far above all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in
this world, but also in that which is to
come: And hath put all things under
His feet, and gave Him to be the head
over all things to the church, which is
His body, the fulness of Him that filleth
all in all”

It would have been great if Paul
had just stopped there, but he didn’t.
He went on in Ephesians 2:1,2,5 to say:
“And you hath He quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins; wherein
in time past ye walked according to
the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the children

of disobedience...Even when we were
dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved).”

Here Paul tells us by inspiration of
the Holy Spirit that God sees us made
alive together with Christ. He doesn't
see the body and the head separated.
This is one of the great truths of the
Scriptures. God the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost are in you, as Jesus
stated in John 14:23— “If any man
loves Me, he will keep My words, and
My Father will love him and we will
come unto Him and make our abode
with him.”

If we love God and keep His Word
this creates a life-style compatible with
the fullness of the Godhead. Once that
happens, you can hardly tell where
you quit and the Holy Ghost begins,
or where God quits and Jesus begins.
This is one of the mysteries Jesus
spoke of when He said, “I in them, and
Thou in me, that they may be perfect
in one.”

Paul continues in Ephesians 2:5-6—
“Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ... and
hath raised us up together, and made us
tosit together in heavenly placesin Christ
Jesus.” As far as God is concerned we
were crucified with Christ. The penalty
for sin had to be paid, for all had sinned.
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:14— “I thus
judge, if Christ died for all, then are all
dead.” As far as God is concerned, you
as a believer have already died in the
person of Christ.
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You have also been made alive and
raised up and made to sit together with
Him in heavenly places. Ephesians 2:7-9
—“That in the ages to come He might
show the exceeding riches of his grace in
His kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast.”

Were not physically in heaven
right now, and Jesus is not physically
here on earth. Yet Jesus has ascended
to the Father and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He is making inter-
cession for us. But God sees us in Him
even now while He is heaven.

Above Principalities
and Powers

Jesus has been raised up far
above all principality, power, might,
and dominion. He is seated above all
powers, and we have been raised up
together and made to sit with Him, in
spiritual likeness and authority. Jesus
is in heaven and spiritually we are in
Him. The only physical body Jesus has
on the earth today is the Church- the
Body of Christ.

If God is going to heal the sick,
raise the dead, and cast out demons,
He will do it through you and me as the
Body of Christ anointed with the Holy



Ghost. Your body gives you the author-
ity on this planet, Jesus is the Head of
the Church, and we're the Body. He is
seated at the right hand of the Father
until His enemies are made His foot-
stool. God sees us as the physical Body
of Christ, the one that will do the work
in the earth until Jesus descends from
the right hand of the Father.

As far as God is concerned, He
sees us exalted and seated at His right
hand in spiritual power and authority,
with the Head (Jesus). He sees Jesus
here on earth in every one of us, so we
can exercise authority as the Body of
Christ today.

Ephesians 2:10— “For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.”

God doesn’t create unworthy work-
manship when we are born again. We
are created in His likeness.

Ephesians 2:18-19— “For through
Him we both have access by one Spirit
unto the Father. Now therefore ye are
no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellow citizens with the saints, and of
the household of God.” Were fellow
citizens with the saints in heaven. As
far as God is concerned, were already
there, seated with Him in power and
authority. God doesnt see us as a
stranger or as pilgrims, but as a fellow
citizen and a member of His household.

One Family :%:

Ephesians 3:14-15— “For this cause
I bow my knees unto the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named.”

You will notice that Paul didn’t say
there was one family on earth and one
family in heaven. He said the whole
family in heaven and in earth. God sees
us all as one family - now. %
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ave you ever felt that you lacked
Htrue power in your life? Felt

powerless? Even victimized?
I think many people have probably felt
that way, even after hearing sermon
after sermon about being more than
conquerors. Their lives outside of
church don’t seem to line up with what
is heard in church. Jesus said, “..He
that believeth on me, the works that I
do shall he do also; and greater works
than these shall he do; because I go
unto my Father” (John 14:12) How
many of us are operating in that kind of
power? And, why aren’t we?

The simple answer is that we do
not believe that we can. The reason
we cannot believe is that we have too
many negative obsessions, and the
consequence of negative obsessions is
powerlessness. Your negative obses-
sion may be a failed relationship such
as a divorce, family feud, church split,
or how your parents treated you. It
could be anything that happened in
the past that damaged you emotion-
ally. You may be living your life with

By Annette Capps

the obsession of sexual abuse, spiritual
abuse, or physical abuse. Whatever
past event that still holds power in your
life will prevent you from walking in
true power.

What is True Power?

True power is the power that
comes from within. It is internal. It
remains when all the external objects of
power have disappeared. True power
is knowing who you are, the offspring
of God, endued with the power of the
Holy Spirit. An heir of God, and joint-
heir with Christ is a powerful person.

External things give people an
illusion of power, but it is not true
power. A person can have all the
symbols of power and not have true
power. Money, big houses, expensive
sports cars, impressive clothing, these
are external symbols of power and they
can disappear in a moment. So can
important positions in the company
or community. If it takes something
outside of yourself to make you feel
power, then it is not true power. True

power can help manifest these external
things, but does not rely on them.

What are you afraid of losing? If
there is something or someone so
important to you that you feel its loss
would defeat your soul, then it has that
external power to support you. True
support comes from within, from God.

In Matthew chapter 19, when the
rich young ruler asked Jesus what he
could do to gain eternal life, Jesus told
him to sell everything he had and give
it to the poor. Now, we know that
giving away all your money does not
give you eternal life! The lesson is that
money and possessions were the power
holding his soul. He was afraid to let
go of them because he felt that his
wealth was his true source of power.
Had he done what Jesus said and given
up his possessions, he feared he would
no longer have position, prestige,
and power. There is nothing inher-
ently sinful about possessing money
or things. The question is, “Does it
possess you?”

Jesus was not controlled by exter-
nal power. He did not care if he had
the approval of the Sanhedrin or
the public. He was not emotionally
destroyed when Judas betrayed him.
He did not suffer from depression
when his message was rejected by reli-
gious people and he was slanderously
accused of being possessed of the devil.
He did not suffer a blow to his self-es-
teem when he had to borrow a donkey
to ride. He did not feel he was victim-
ized when he freely forgave those that
crucified him! He recognized that true

power is internal freedom from every
external act of treachery.

Choices

Regardless of the circumstances in
your life, you always have a choice. It
may not be a physical choice, but it is a
spiritual choice. You may not have had
a choice when your husband decided
to divorce you, but you can choose to
let it go and move on with your life.
The other choice is to hold on to the
emotional damage and let it become a
negative obsession. Emotional damage
generates fear, and fear keeps us from
true power. True power knows that
no person or circumstance can control
your life unless you let it.

You may not have chosen to lose
your job, but you can choose to let it
go and take this opportunity to change
the direction of your life. The other
choice you have is to feel like a failure
and never try again.

You may not have had a choice
in the way the circumstances of life
treated you, but you have a choice in
how you respond now and what you
create with the words in your mouth.
YOU ALWAYS HAVE A CHOICE!

3 Things You Have the
Power to Do

1

» You Have the Power to
Forgive

There is an illusion that “anger is
power” It is an illusion. Anger just



seems powerful. True power is choos-
ing to forgive. True power is love, not
hate. When a past injustice is kept alive
in your thoughts, it becomes a negative
obsession. That negative obsession has
power over you. The person you refuse
to forgive has power over you.

2
-] ';You Have the Power to
"N Say No

There is an illusion that “approval
is power” “If everyone approves of who
I am and what I do, then I am accepted
and have power” When everyone likes
you, it means that you have given up
parts of your true self to all those people.
If you can't say no when you want to, then
you are selling yourself to gain approval.

- You Have the Power to
“Let Go

One of the systems of powerless-
ness is the need to control. It may be
the need to control through anger,
sickness or acting like a victim or a
tyrant. Theillusion is that “control over
people and circumstances is power.” It
can never be. Can you force someone
to love you? Forgive you? You may
hold them at gunpoint or physically
torture them, but you have no power
over their soul! You can manipulate
circumstances to just how you

Emotional Healing

The first step to true power is recog-
nizing what person or past event still has
control over you. What are your nega-
tive obsessions? What events, thoughts
or beliefs are still stuck in your mind?
Emotional healing can only begin when
you acknowledge what you need to be
healed from, but don’t get stuck in that
process. Once you bring it up, keep
going until it is resolved. Don't get stuck
in the emotions of it. The power comes
in letting it go and moving on.

To the degree that you focus on nega-
tive events in our life, to that degree you
are bound. Obsessing about past hurts,
enslaves you to that moment in time and
to the person who “sinned” against you.
Didn't Christ come to free us from the
power of sin? That means we can be free
from the power of others' sins against us
as well as our own personal sins. Sin no
longer has power over us.

You have a choice to make. Do you
want to be truly empowered by Christ
in you, letting go of your past, forgiv-
ing others? Do you want to see God’s
power in your life and circumstances?
Do you really want your words to
come to pass? Ask the Holy Spirit to
guide you into complete spiritual and
emotional healing. Every person will
have a different path to healing through
the Holy Spirit's guidance. Trust His
Wisdom on the inside of you. 3%

think things should be, but in
the end, your need to control has
power over you. Letting go and
leaving each person and circum-
stance with God is true power.

Hear Annette Speak

Nov. 17 at 10:00 a.m. (Ladies Meeting)
Nov. 18 at 10:00 a.m. Church Service
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8390 Peoria Street
De Soto, KS 66018
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tionship with God and build a foundation of His Word in a way any child

Give these books to children in your life, and help them develop a rela-

will enjoy.
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