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What spacings are available 
between gliders?
We offer a bespoke spacing service 
of anything between (or close to) 
6cm and 8cm.  

How do I calculate my 
glider spacing?
You don’t have to - we can do it for 
you. Tell us your ideal spacing of 
either 6cm, 7cm or 8cm, and your 
pole length, and we will calculate 
the nearest options for you. 

We will work out and suggest the 
precise spacing that works best 
for your curtain and, subject to 
your approval, confirm the number 
of gliders so you can make your 
curtains to the correct flat width.

This method ensures the glider 
cord is used to its full extent when 
the curtains are pulled closed, 
creating an even ripple across the 
pole.

Alternatively, ask for our simple to 
use Ripple Excel Calculator to very 
quickly do your own calculations.

How many gliders should I 
order?
We can advise you on the number 
of gliders once we have your pole 
length and preferred glider spacing 
(6cm, 7cm or 8cm), or if you prefer, 
ask for our Ripple Excel Calculator 
to quickly and easily do your own 
calculations.

How much fabric will I 
need?
It is a very flexible system, so the 
amount of fabric you use is at your 
discretion. However, we would 
recommend a fabric fullness of 
between 1.6 and 2.3, depending 
how far forward / backward you 
want each ‘ripple’ to project and 
how narrow the spacing is between 
gliders (i.e. the closer the spacing, 
the fuller the curtain). 

Once you have chosen your desired 
look, you can then work out precise 
fabric quantities.

What should I allow for 
return and leading edges?
Allow between 5cm and 7cm for 
the leading edge, and the bracket 
projection length for the return. 
Get your fitter to put a screw eye in 
the wall for the return to hook into, 
to hold the last ripple securely.

Does Walcot House supply 
tape?
No. You can simply use your usual 
pocketed heading tape and metal 
hooks, or your standard buckram 
heading and pin hooks from your 
usual workroom sundries supplier 
(stab stitches may be needed 
above the pin hook to keep layers 
together).

Can I hand stitch my Ripple 
heading?
Yes, providing you use small 
secure stitches, picking up threads 
regularly on the face side.

What slack do you allow on 
the cord?
In our calculations, we allow the 
following slack (excess) on the 
glider cord for a pair of curtains: 
poles upto: 
 180cm 4cm per curtain
 240cm 5cm per curtain
 300cm 6cm per curtain
 400cm 7cm per curtain
For a single curtain on a pole, we 
will take the ‘per curtain’ figure 
above and add 50%. If you require 
a specific slack/excess, let us 
know and we can make to your 
measurements.

What spacing should I 
use for my hooks on the 
curtain?
This depends on how big you 
want each ‘ripple’ to be. As a 
rough guide, we recommend the 
following hook spacing on the 
fabric:

6cm glider spacings 10cm-14cm 
7cm glider spacings 12cm-16cm
8cm glider spacings 14cm-18cm
 (8cm recommended for interlined curtains)

How do I attach my curtain?
Using your normal hooks (metal 
or brass is recommended rather 
than plastic), attach each hook 
into a consecutive glider. Once you 
have them all in place, dress your 
curtains by pulling the first pleat 
towards you, then make sure the 
next pleat is going away from you, 
and so on, thus creating a ripple 
pattern. 

Is it available with cording?
Yes. Corded poles with the Ripple 
come as standard without overlap 
arms to avoid a flat section of 
fabric in the middle (i.e. the leading 
edges butt up). Please specify if 
you would like overlap arms.
 
Please note that we recommend a 
2 way cord pull on:
• poles over 3m with interlined 

or heavy curtains 
• poles over 4m for lined only 

and lighter curtains.

Can it be used with heavy, 
interlined curtains?
Yes, within reason and provided the 
track is regularly lubricated with 
a silicone solution. Ensure all 3 
layers of the curtain are attached 
with invisible stab stitching or hem 
stitch at the top of your curtain.

Can the curtains pool on 
the floor?
Yes, this gives a less formal, 
luxurious feel.

Can I use it on anyone 
else’s tracked pole?
We do not recommend this as it 
is designed for use in our unique 
aluminium track, which we embed 
in a 50mm diameter wooden pole. 
We therefore cannot guarantee the 
functionality of it for use with any 
other pole or track.

For an emailed copy of our Ripple 
Excel Calculator, please call 
01993 832 940 or email us at
info@walcothouse.com.

The new ripple heading from Walcot House is a series of 
gliders strung together on a narrow cord, which is hidden 
within the track of the pole to create a contemporary 
curtain heading.
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Now available with all of 
our tracked and tracked 

& corded poles.

We've made it really simple 
- order the length pole you 

require, and we will calculate 
the correct number of ripple 

gliders for your curtains. 

Ripple heading

Tell us the length of your pole 
and if it will have a pair of 
curtains or a single curtain.

Choose your ideal glider 
spacing of between 6cm and  
8cm and, as we make them 
to order, we will calculate 
the closest glider spacing 
to this figure to best fit your 
pole length (or if you prefer, 
ask for our Ripple Excel 
Calculator to do your own 
calculations).

Simply use it with your usual 
pocketed heading tape and 
metal hooks, or your standard 
buckram heading and pin 
hooks (stab stitches may be 
needed above the pin hook to 
keep the layers together).
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You will need to:
Please note
We allow a small amount of excess 
for slack (between 4cm and 7cm 
depending on pole length), but we will 
tell you what it is when we calculate 
the best spacing for you (our Ripple 
Excel Calculator also gives this figure).

We allow an even number of gliders 
for each curtain panel to ensure the 
return and leading edges fold back to 
the wall.

As a rough guide, we recommend a 
fabric fullness of between 1.6 and 2.3 
and a hook spacing on the fabric of 
between 10cm and 18cm, but this is 
at your discretion and will depend on 
various factors such as fabric weight 
and stiffness, lining, interlining and 
the look you want to achieve.

add on price*
pole 

length
trade price 

exc vat

150cm £10.00

180cm £12.00

240cm £16.00

300cm £20.00

400cm £27.00

500cm £34.00

*add this figure to
your pole price

If making up with a pocketed tape, do not finish off the return 
edge of your curtain until you have attached the tape and put the 
hooks in the pockets, as adjustments may be required.
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Call  
01993 832 940

Fax  
01993 832 950

Email  
info@walcothouse.com

Visit our website at
www.walcothouse.com

Post
Walcot House Ltd
Lyneham Heath Studios
Lyneham
Chipping Norton
Oxfordshire
OX7 6QQ

For a copy of our full 
brochure or trade price 
list, please call
01993 832 940

To order


