
Discussion Questions
 

1. Grace believes that she’s a wicked witch. But Sareena
tells Grace, “Even if you are a wicked witch, I don’t see
any reason why you can’t also be a kind one. Who says
you can only be one thing?” Do you agree with Sareena?
Why or why not? Do you think Grace is wicked?

2. Sareena and Priscilla used to be good friends, but now
they aren’t. Sareena is often criticizing Priscilla—for
example, she says that Priscilla is “annoying” and that
she can’t be trusted with Grace’s secret. Do you think
that Sareena is right to criticize Priscilla? Why do you
think Sareena and Priscilla don’t get along?

3. After Windweaver, Sareena is the first friend Grace has
ever had. How would you describe Sareena’s
personality? Why do you think she and Grace get along
so well?

4. At the end of the story, Grace casts a wisdom spell on
herself. Afterwards, she takes away Windweaver’s ability
to speak to humans. Why might this have been a wise
decision to make, even though it upsets Grace?

5. Do you think the witch feels guilty about what she did
to Patrick? What evidence can you find in the story? If
the witch does feel guilty, does this suggest that she isn’t
completely wicked?

6. Near the end of the book, the witch says to Grace, “I
don’t want you here, do you understand? I never wanted
you.” Do you think the witch really means this? How does
she feel about Grace at the beginning of the book, and
how does their relationship change over time?



7. After Rum insults Grace, she stays angry with him for a
long time. Why do you think Grace has a hard time
forgiving Rum?

8. What is Poppy like, and how does she change over the
course of the story? What do you think causes her to
change?

9. If you’ve read Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud

Montgomery, what parts of The Grace of Wild Things

reminded you of Montgomery’s book? Which characters
are similar, or play similar roles in the story?

 
 

Activities
 

Grace and Windweaver love poetry, especially if it’s
about birds. Try writing your own short poem about your
favourite bird. It can be rhymed or unrhymed.
In Chapter 20, Grace tells a ghost story about a graveyard
and a man named Johnny. Try coming up with your own
ghost story.

The witch’s house contains a lot of strange things,
including a cupboard with a “nothingness” inside it and
an attic of souvenirs that tap on the floor. Can you think
up some other strange features and objects that might be
found in a witch’s house?


