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Hi Margaret! The School For Whatnots was such a thrilling, 
unexpected read. Tell us about how it came to be! It had a very 
strange beginning! One day when I was reading book reviews, 
I came across the title, Friendroid—the name of a book by M. 
M. Vaughan. I’d only read that one word when I had an intense 
reaction: “I wish I’d thought of that! Obviously this book will be 
about kids only being allowed to have androids as friends, not 
other real kids. Probably because parents are so concerned about 
bullying, or something like that!” I was deeply jealous of that other 
author (who I didn’t even know) and all the brilliant possibilities 
I saw for that idea. Then I read the description of the book itself, 
and… although the book sounded very interesting, its plot was 
totally different from what I’d imagined. So I stopped feeling 
jealous, and started rejoicing, “That idea’s not taken! So I can be 
the one who writes it!” I had a lot more I had to figure out before 
I knew the whole story of Max and Josie and their friendship and 
their school and all the strange things going on around them. But I 
had so much fun imagining it all. 
 
What three things should readers know if they’re thinking of picking 
up this book? 1. Even if you think you’ve figured out all the twists, 
you probably haven’t. And that will be true even up until the last 
chapter. 2. This book might make you look around wondering if 
YOU’RE at a school for whatnots. 3. I can pretty much guarantee 
that you’re not actually at a school for whatnots. But that just 
means that you can have a lot of fun reading about Josie and 
Max’s experiences!

What do you love most about writing for middle graders? Middle 
grade readers are so great! By the time kids are in that 8-12 range, 
they know enough about the world that they can handle quite a 
bit of sophistication in terms of plot, theme, etc. But they’re not so 
old that they’re jaded; they’re usually fully willing to go along with 
anything wondrous in a book.
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Cleo Porter and 
the Body Electric

When You Reach Me The Last Last- 
Day-of-Summer

CREATIVITY CORNERWhile very grounded in our world, there is a sci-fi element to this story. 
Can you recommend some other must read sci-fi books for our TBR 
pile? There are so many great choices! My favorite sci-fi middle grade 
book I’ve read recently was Sal and Gabi Break the Universe by Carlos 
Hernandez. It’s such a fun and funny book about the multiverse—but 
there are also serious elements that are so well-handled.

My favorite older book in that category is When You Reach Me by 
Rebecca Stead.  I’m pretty much a fan of any time travel novel, and 
When You Reach Me is almost perfect in that regard.

Some other MG sci-fi that I’ve read fairly recently and loved are Cleo 
Porter and the Body Electric by Jake Burt; The Last Last-Day-of-Summer 
by Lamar Giles; The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer L. Holm; Randoms 
by David Liss; and the first Bounders series book, Earth Force Rising by 
Monica Tesler.

Loved The School For Whatnots? 
Try these great reads next!

OwlCrate Jr.
Exclusive Cover

Regular Cover

Join the OwlCrate Jr BOOK CLUB READ-ALONG at owlcratejr.com!

haddixbooks.com

@mphaddix

@Haddixbooks



CREATIVITY CORNER

4

FRIENDSHIP FORTUNE COOKIES

These paper fortune cookies are a super fun and easy way 
to send secret messages to your friends! Customize them 

and make them your own by adding doodles, stickers, 
glitter, etc. The possibilities are endless!

1. Write messages to your friends on the strips of paper 
    and set them aside.

2. Place a sheet of paper on a flat surface and use the 
    round lid to trace as many circles as you can fit on the 
    paper.

3. Use the scissors to carefully cut out the circles.

4. Choose one of the paper circles and gently fold it in half 
    without creasing. Pinch a crease just in the middle of the 
    fold and not all the way across.

5. Open the circle and rotate it clockwise. Put a small 
    amount of glue at the top of the circle and fold it in 
    half again in the opposite direction of the crease. Hold it 
    together until the glue keeps the two sides in place. Don’t 
    crease this fold!

6. Once the glue has set, place one of the message strips 
    inside the folded circle. Then gently push the crease fold 
    inwards with your index finger, while bringing the two ends 
    of the folded circle downwards.

7. Use the glue between the two sides to hold the fortune 
    cookie’s shape and let it dry.

Need some visual help? Check out ‘Happy Hooligans Crafts’ 
YouTube video on How to Make Paper Fortune Cookies!

MATERIALS NEEDED

• Colorful paper
• Scissors
• Round lid (about 4” 
   in diameter) 

• Glue stick
• A pen or pencil
• Strips of paper to write 
   your messages
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Hi Jay! What books are your young readers 
enjoying right now? In our house, we usually 
have a range of picture books and middle 
grade books just waiting to be read! We love 
books with elements of magic and fantasy. 
My 9-year-old is currently reading Fireborn by 
Aisling Fowler and my 7-year-old has just started 
on Dragon Mountain by Katie & Kevin Tsang.

Do you read aloud? If so, what’s the last book 
you read together? We have a routine of 
reading together before bedtime each day. I love reading aloud 
to my kids and we go back and forth between picture books and 
chapter books. We’ve just finished reading Willowdeen together!

What grade are you currently teaching? What is your favorite 
classroom read? I’m teaching a Year 1 class this year! It’s really 
exciting because I love working with younger kids. My favorite 
picture book for this year’s level is, All The Ways to Be Smart by 
Davina Bell because it celebrates the uniqueness of all children. It’s a 
fabulous book to start the year with.

What has been your favorite OwlCrate Jr box so far? Our favorite box 
so far has got to be the Dragons box. My boys and I are huge fans of 
these magical creatures. We absolutely loved each and every item 
in it. My 9-year-old thoroughly enjoyed The Nightsilver Promise and is 
eagerly awaiting the sequel!

Do you have a favorite OwlCrate Jr item? The OwlCrate Jr team 
has really done a tremendous job curating the items in the boxes 
each month. It’s so tough to pick a favorite! I’d say that the item I’ve 
enjoyed most is the ceramic mug inspired by The Hobbit. I use it for 
my morning coffee every day!

@flipwithjoy

JAYSHREE

Meet Jayshree of Flip with Joy, a 
mother to two and school teacher. 

You can find incredible book 
recommendations on Instagram  

@flipwithjoy and find the teaching tools 
she has available on Teachers Pay 

Teachers under the name Flip With Joy.

teacherspayteachers.com/
Store/Flip-With-Joy
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IT’S TIME FOR ANOTHER #OWLBABBLE!
Join the OwlCrate Jr team next month 

for a live book chat with @haddixbooks, 
author of The School For Whatnots! Find 

more details closer to the date on  
@owlcratejr. See you there, bookworms!

facebook.com/owlcratejr@owlcratejr @owlcratetv @owlcratejr 


