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Our January community feature may already look 
familiar to you! Cheryl is the talent behind @a.o.tales! 
She not only takes amazing photos you can see 
throughout the OwlCrate Jr and OwlCrate accounts, 
but last year she joined us as our first Book Club guest 
writer. We look forward to another year of seeing her 
amazing talents.

Hi Cheryl! What are you and your middle-grade 
readers enjoying right now? We just finished a buddy 
read of Eva Evergreen: Semi Magical Witch, which 
was really fantastic. My middle grader, Amy, just 
completed the fourth book in the Aru Shah series (Aru 

Shah and the City of Gold and she LOVED it!) My current middle grade 
read is Gargantis - I absolutely loved Malamander and this series is one of my & 
Amy’s all time favourites!

You’ve been with OwlCrate Jr for a while, maybe longer than me (Kellie)! What 
was your first box? Almost since OwlCrate Jr’s beginning in 2017! The very first 
box we received was September 2017: The Great Outdoors. We still use those 
science flashcards and that sloth pin.

You are also the first guest host for our Read Along! We are so excited! Why 
do you think book clubs or read alongs are good for readers? Book clubs 
and read alongs allow us to grow, not just as readers, but as individuals! I love 
hearing another reader’s take on a book as no two readers experience a book 
in the same way. I am always blown away by the nuances and connections 
that other readers make and those observations really enhance my own 
understanding and connection to the story. It’s so important for us to hear other 
opinions, and share our own, in a mutually respectful way, and I believe book 
clubs are a great platform for that. And, of course, there’s nothing better than 
talking about books with fellow bookworms! Except maybe chocolate … 

What was your favorite item this year? Oh, this is a hard question! Amy’s 
favourite item this year would be the elephant stuffie from the Elephants 
on Parade March box and mine, if I have to pick just one, would be the tin 
suitcase from June’s box. But that LED moon lamp is a close second … and the 
Nightlights canvas art roll-up. See? I can’t just pick one!
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