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Hi Anne! You’ve created so many 
beautiful illustrations for us over the years. 
Can you tell us a bit about your process for 
developing an idea from beginning to end? 
The first thing I do, assuming the weather is 
alright, is put my iPad, my sketchbook and 
my computer aside and go for a jog. As my 
body starts moving and my heart beats faster, 
the wheels in my brain start turning too, and 
by the time I get home I’m overflowing with 
possible compositions to try. To get them 
on paper as fast as I can, I sketch a lot of 
small, rough thumbnails that probably look 
like scribbles to anyone but me. From there 
the process is basically a repetitive journey 
of taking my favorites, tracing them, refining 
them, then taking my favorites of those, tracing and refining them 
again and so on until I’ve narrowed it down to a single piece 
where I’m content to call it “finished”. Along the way I also look up 
a lot of photo references, browse Pinterest for inspiration and do 
various color studies to help steer my refining process. No matter 
how many times I start a new illustration, I still hit snags along 
the way, have doubts about how everything will turn out, lose 
confidence in myself. As long as I’m persistent though, I almost 
always end up with something that makes me proud.

What would you say is your biggest source of inspiration? I think my 
biggest sources of inspiration are books! Books are infinite wells of 
new ideas. Whether they’re teaching me more about the world 
around me or thrusting me into brand new worlds never before 
explored, it’s hard to spend any amount of time with a good book 
without putting it down full of new ideas.
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